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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES AND OLDER PEOPLE POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY 25 SEPTEMBER, 2008 AT 2.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Beddows, J. (Chairman) 
 

 Davis, Mrs. M.A. 
 Freeman, M.P. 
  
  

Mitchell, C. 
 

By Invitation: Mr. J. Bletcher, South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
 Mr. G. Griffiths, South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
 Ms. M. Darbyshire, Staffordshire County Council (Health and 
 Social Care) 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Grice and Ms. H. Perren, Mid Staffs NHS 
Foundation Trust). 
  
10. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest  Type 

 
Davis, Mrs. M.A. Member on the HealthNet Board Personal 

  
11. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 August, 2008 be approved as a correct record. 
  
12. Cannock Health Centre Update 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Jonathan Bletcher and Gerraint Griffiths from South 

Staffordshire Primary Care Trust (PCT) and reported that an update would be provided in 
respect of the proposed Cannock Health Centre Development. 

  
 Gerraint Griffiths reported that the PCT were currently considering 2 sites for the location 

of the new health centre. The first site was located in Mill Street, Cannock which was the 
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former Goodyear tyre site and the second was within the proposed new Avon Plaza 
development. He stated that the PCT could choose to use both sites; however the site in 
Mill Street was more flexible whilst Avon Plaza was within a big complex.   

  
 He reported that 2 G.P. Practices had shown an interest in locating to the new health 

centre development together with Community, Social Care and Health Services, given that 
there was still interest in developing a health and wellbeing centre. The PCT were also 
currently consulting with other partners to determine if they were interested in the 
proposed development.   

  
 Gerraint Griffiths stated that by the end of next week an outline specification would be 

produced and the PCT would then be in a position to determine if either of the sites were 
adequate in terms of size, or whether services could be split to utilise both sites.  It was 
anticipated that the outline specification could be signed off by Christmas and completion 
in respect of the Mill Street site could be around spring/summer 2010. However, 
depending on the length of time for Avon Plaza to be developed, completion at that site 
could be earlier. He indicated that he would bring the specification back to the Committee 
before Christmas. 

  
 The Chairman made a request that whilst the specification was being produced, security 

especially in the reception area of a new health centre should be considered, given the 
sensitive information being stored. He commented that disabled access facilities to the 
new health centre should also be considered.  

  
 Members were keen to know if any consideration had been given to public transport 

facilities to and from the sites. Gerraint Griffiths reported that discussions were currently in 
progress with a bus company and stated that with regard to parking facilities, the Avon 
Plaza development would have over 300 spaces within the new development and 50-70 
spaces would be created for the Mill Street site.  

  
 Members raised concern in relation to the lack of parking facilities at the Hednesford 

Health practice and the problems with traffic and parking in Mill Street. Gerraint Griffiths 
assured Members of the Committee that consideration would be given to both transport 
links and parking as part of the proposals for the potential development. 

  
13. Overview of Services for Older People 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Miriam Darbyshire, Staffordshire County Council to the meeting 

to provide an overview of services for older people.  
  
 Supported Housing and the Extra Care Scheme 
  
 It was reported that an Extra Care Scheme would be developed at Lakeside, Cannock and 

work on the development would commence early 2009. Funding had been agreed for 85 
units and intermediate care within the complex. The scheme would support older people 
over the age of 50-55 with problems such as dementia. It was also reported that there was 
a requirement for a needs analysis which would be carried out across Staffordshire.    

  
 Predictive Models of Health and Social Care 
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 Jonathan Bletcher reported that predictive models were used to predict those people likely 
to become ill, and this type of service was currently offered by HealthNet and Unique 
Care, although the later offered the same service for those over 75.   

  
 He reported that part of the process of identifying those likely to become ill was through 

asking patients what their perception of their own health and social care was like. A 
questionnaire would be used and analysed and then a plan would be made. The scheme 
was currently being piloted in Wombourne and evidence had suggested that by carrying 
out the questionnaire, it helped in establishing those people who were likely to become ill. 

  
 Jonathan Bletcher also reported on cardiovascular disease and stroke funding whereby 

risk registers had been established in every G.P. practice in Cannock. A computerised 
system was used which would score people and a list would be produced of people with 
cardiovascular disease. Those people would then be treated through their G.P. practice. It 
was also anticipated that a lifestyle service would be introduced in the next 18 months. 

  
 Expansion of the HealthNet Service 
  
 It was reported that the HealthNet service had been extended and a recruitment process 

was under way for the Rugeley team. Agencies were being extended and referrals were 
being made to Births and Deaths, Pharmacies, Police, Street Wardens and Trading 
Standards. A checklist would be made and referrals forwarded to HealthNet. 

  
 Issues around Discharge of Patients from Hospital 
  
 It was reported that a supported discharge service was available and a custom made plan 

would be devised for every patient being discharged form hospital. The plan would provide 
an outline of the care and medication the person required when they left hospital.   

  
 The Davy Unit at Cannock Hospital 
  
 Miriam Darbyshire reported that consultation had now been completed in respect of the 

Changing Life Agenda. It was hoped that a plan would be devised on how the Davy Unit 
would move forward. She reported that there are currently 60 places in the Davy Unit, of 
which 15 places are for rehabilitation and 45 social care places. She indicated that the 15 
places would remain at the Davy Unit and the remainder of the places would be moved to 
other venues in the District for day support to be provided to people.  

  
 She also reported that discussions were ongoing in respect of moving the Davy Unit to the 

Hollybank Ward and she agreed to forward the minutes of meetings from various health 
related groups to Members of the Committee on a regular basis. 

  
 The Committee agreed that as part of the work programme they would consider health 

and inequalities. 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Committee consider health and inequalities as part of the Work Programme. 
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14. Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust  
  
 The Committee received a progress report in respect of Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation 

Trust. 
  
 Members of the Committee discussed issues around MRSA bacteraemia and the cleaning 

programme in the hospital. 
  
15. Work Programme 
  
 Steve Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health reported that the Work Programme would 

be developed further at the next meeting following a presentation on Health Inequalities 
within the District. 

  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


