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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES AND OLDER PEOPLE POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY, 14 AUGUST, 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
Beddows, J. (Chairman) 

Molineux, G. N. (Vice-Chairman) 
 

Davis, Mrs. M.A. 
Easton, R. 
Grice, Mrs. D. 
 

Jillings, J. 
Jones, R. 
 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor C. Mitchell and Miriam Darbyshire, Acting Director 
(Cannock Chase), Social Care and Health, Staffordshire County Council). 
 
6. 
 
 

Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 
Voting by Members 

 Member 
 
R. Easton 
 
Molineux, G. N. 

Nature of Interest 
 
Member of NHS Trust 
 
Member of NHS Trust 

Type 
 
Personal 
 
Personal 
 

7. Minutes 
  

Councillor D. Grice reported that although she had been unable to attend the previous 
meeting of the Committee, she considered that the hydrotherapy pool provided a good service 
to those suffering from such ailments as osteoporosis, arthritis, and spondylitis, and that it was 
of utmost importance that Cannock Chase Hospital retained this facility. 
 
Members expressed concern that the health scrutiny function was no longer part of the 
Committee’s remit and that they would not be able to have input or feedback from the County 
Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee.  It was noted that the Member appointed as the 
Council’s representative to the County did not sit on the Healthier Communities and Older 
People Development Committee, with Councillors R. Jones and J Jillings being the only 
Members present who were also on Scrutiny Committee.  Members commented that they 
would have asked to be part of that Committee if they had been aware of the changes.  It was 
reported that the Chairman of the County Health Scrutiny Committee had questioned the 
legality of the current arrangements as it was considered it could contravene the NHS Act. 
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The Head of Environmental Health informed the Committee that the role of health scrutiny 
now lay with the Scrutiny Committee and that the Policy Development Committees could 
review and formulate policies and make recommendations to Cabinet.  The Committee were 
concerned that Scrutiny Committee had many other functions and they considered that the 
Council’s powers were being eroded. 
 
The Committee asked that the Chairman convey their concerns to the Leader of the Council 
and request that the Council’s representative to the County Council’s Health Scrutiny be 
appointed to the Healthier Communities and Older People Policy Development Committee.  
The Head of Environmental Health informed the Committee that he would liaise with the 
Director of Governance with respect to the Committee’s concerns regarding legality issues. 
 

 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 June 2008 be approved as a correct 

 record. 
  

(B) That the Chairman conveys the Committee’s concerns to the Leader of the Council 
 with respect to the Healthier Communities and Older People Policy 
 Development Committee no longer having a health scrutiny role. 
 
(C) That the Committee requests that the Council’s representative to the County 
 Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee be appointed to the Healthier Communities and 
 Older People Policy Development Committee. 
 
(D) That the Head of Environmental Health liaise with the Director of Governance 
 with respect to the Committee’s concerns regarding the legality of the current 
 arrangements. 
 

8. Overview of Services for Older People 
  
 The Head of Environmental Health informed the Committee that Miriam Darbyshire, Acting 

Director (Cannock Chase) Social Care and Health had unfortunately been taken ill that 
afternoon and had had to leave the office.  It had been intended to identify linkages between 
and priorities for Social Care and Health with respect to the five services for older people, 
however the views of the Acting Director was initially required. 

  
 He enquired whether the Committee would prefer to set up Working Groups made up of 

Members and Officers from relevant organisations in order to progress matters more quickly.  
  
 The Committee considered that the following services could potentially be linked for review:- 

 

• Supported Housing and the Extra Care Scheme; together with Issues around 
Discharge of Patients from Hospital 

• Predictive Models of Health and Social Care; together with Expansion of the 
HealthNet Service 

• The Davy Unit at Cannock Hospital 
  
 The Head of Environmental Health undertook to liaise with the Acting Director of Social Care 

& Health (Cannock Chase) to ascertain what initial work had been carried out and provide 
Members with relevant information. 
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 The new development of flats for sale and rental which also had communal facilities was 

viewed as a futuristic way forward for older people to continue living in the community.  The 
Committee considered that not all residents were aware of the services available for people 
discharged from hospital, particularly those with some form of disability and those caring for 
them.  It was suggested that ways to raise awareness should be further explored. 
 

 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Head of Environmental Health liaise with the Acting Director of Social Care & 

 Health (Cannock Chase) and provide Members with further information on the 
 services for Older People. 

  
 (B) That Working Groups be set up from Members and Officers from relevant 

 organisations to progress the Work Programme. 
 
(C) That ways to raise the awareness of the services available for those discharged from 
 hospital, the disabled and their carers, be explored 

  
9. Work Programme  
  
 The Head of Environmental Health informed the Committee that the Work Programme would 

be developed after the linkages and priorities had been identified for the review of services for 
older people.  The Committee considered that an additional meeting should be arranged as 
soon as possible. 

  
 AGREED 
  
 That an additional meeting of the Committee be arranged prior to the meeting scheduled for 

23 October 2008. 
 

  
  

 
  
     
 CHAIRMAN 
  
 


