
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTH SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 2006 AT 3.30 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 
 

PRESENT: Councillors: 
  
 Beddows, J. (Chairman) 
 Molineux, G.N. (Vice-Chairman) 
  

 Alcott, G. Jones, R. 
 Davis, Mrs. M.A. Mitchell, C. 
 Hewitt, S.M. Whitehouse, Mrs. G.M. 
  

By Invitation: Boyle, T.M. – South Staffordshire Council Representative 
Willson, R. – Patient and Public Involvement Forum 
Miles, N. – Mid Staffs General Hospitals NHS Trust 
Constable, Mrs. B. – Lichfield District Council Representative 
Bernard, Mrs. A.F. – Health Leader 
Councillor F.W.C. Allen 

  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D.I. Dixon, Staffordshire County Council 
Representative and Mrs. J.A. Johnson, South Staffordshire Council Representative). 
 
20. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type
    
 Beddows, J. Member of Norton Canes Health Centre Personal 
    
 Boyle, T.M.  

(South Staffordshire 
County Council) 

Has contracted arrangement with the 
Primary Care Trust 

Personal 

    
21. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 September, 2006 be approved as a correct 

record subject to the following amendments:- 
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 (i) Councillor G.N. Molineux’s apologies being recorded 
   
 (ii) PCT Re-Configuration –  

Although it was not reported at the meeting, Councillor Mrs. M.A. Davis 
explained that the Board of Directors was for a temporary period only. 

   
 (iii) Provision of One-Way System/Car Parking Facility – Cannock Cemetery  

Councillor C. Mitchell had requested the Parks and Open Spaces Manager to 
consider alternative options to that of a one-way system. 

  
22. Cannock Cemetery 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Environmental Health 
  
 Following a site visit to Cannock Cemetery by Members of the Select Committee 

consideration was given to proposals for either/or a one-way system/ car parking 
facility, and to consider other ideas put forward by the Committee. Councillor F.W.C. 
Allen thanked Members of the Committee for inviting him on the site visit and that 
although he was previously of the view that a one –way system  was required having 
now looked at it in detail he felt it would be better to implement the car park provision 
and double yellow lines, and exclude the one-way system for consideration in the 
future. 

  
 Councillor Mrs. M.A. Davis raised concern with the proposal for a one-way system due 

to the cremation space being located near to the proposed one-way system. She 
explained that both parking bays and double yellow lines would be required and that the 
situation could be reviewed in 12 months. 

  
 Other options suggested by Members included an exit onto Cemetery Road and car 

parking provision on the opposite side of Cemetery Road. Officers advised that there 
was a problem with regard to the effects on the mature tree avenue. 

  
 Members also raised some concern with regard to the policing of double yellow lines 

inside the Cemetery. The representative from the Police confirmed that it was difficult to 
enforce doulbe yellow lines on such a site.  It was suggested that the Parks and Open 
Spaces Manager explore alternative options to that of the one-way system 
notwithstanding the fact that the Committee accepted at this stage that the proposed 
one way system was not an option. 

  
 It was agreed that Cabinet be recommended to consider the provision of a car park 

facility at Cannock Cemetery and that the Parks and Open Spaces Manager be 
requested to explore further options with regard to the one-way system and that details 
be provided at a future meeting of the Select Committee. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
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 (A) That Members of the Health Select Committee recommend to Cabinet the 
 provision for one car park facility at Cannock  Cemetery. 
 
(B) That the Parks and Open Spaces Manager be requested to explore further 
 options with regard to the one-way system and that details be provided at a 
 future meeting of the Select Committee.  

  
23. Alcohol Misuse – Presentation 
  
 Members welcomed Councillor Mrs. Constable, Chairman of Lichfield and Tamworth 

Joint Health Scrutiny Committee and Tim Matthews, Environmental Health Manager, 
from Lichfield District Council to the meeting to make a presentation based on the 
Alcohol Consumption Report– Health Scrutiny Review. 

  
 Councillor Mrs. Constable gave a brief presentation outlining the Alcohol Consumption 

Report. 
  
 Members discussed the Alcohol Consumption Report and a number of points were 

raised which included the following: - 
  
  Using celebrities as role models 
  Education both within schools and homes 
  Problem with alcohol being obtained from off licence establishments 
  Campaign required to help tackle binge drinking 
  Targeting younger children 
  
 Sgt. Pete Davies, Partnership Development Unit Police Manager explained that the 

Police worked alongside Trading Standards to try and tackle the situation with off 
licences selling alcohol to underage drinkers. He also explained that this would form 
part of a response at a future meeting of the Select Committee. 

  
 Members congratulated the Lichfield and Tamworth Joint Health Scrutiny Committee on 

the work that they had undertaken on the Alcohol Consumption review. 
  
24. Cannock Health Centre 
  
 The Head of Policy and Performance reported that an agreement had been signed 

between both the Primary Care Trust and the contractor for the development of the 
health centre and that negotiations were still ongoing and pre-application was at 
discussion stage. Progression was also being made with both Norton Canes and 
Western Springs Health Centres. 

  
 Councillor Mitchell asked whether or not the Council had signed into a land agreement. 

The Head of Policy and Performance explained that she did not currently have the 
information requested. 

  
  
  
  
25. Staffordshire County Council Health Scrutiny Committee 
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 Consideration was given to the report of the Staffordshire County Council Health 

Scrutiny Committee (Enclosure 6). 
   
 The Head of Policy and Performance reported that Councillor Mrs. G.M. Whitehouse 

was unable to attend the last County Council meeting; therefore there was no update to 
report.  However, the report on Obesity previously considered by the Committee had 
been submitted to the County and an update on the progress of the recommendations 
would be reported back to the Select Committee in 6 months.   

  
 Members agreed that in the absence of Councillor Mrs. G.M. Whitehouse, Councillor 

Mrs. M.A. Davis as substitute be invited to attend Health Scrutiny meetings at the 
County. 

  
26. Local Area Agreement 
  
 Consideration was given to the Local Area Agreement (LAA) for Healthier Communities 

and Older People Report (Enclosure 7.1 – 7.11) 
  
 Members agreed that due to the content of the report and the short timescale for 

submission of comments to the County, an additional meeting be arranged to consider 
the Local Area Agreement. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That a meeting of the Members of Health Select Committee be convened to consider 
the Local Area Agreement for Healthier Communities and Older People Report. 

  
27. Contract for the Commissioning of G.P. out of Hours Services – Service 

Specification 
  
 Consideration was given to the Contract for the Commissioning of G.P. out of Hours 

Services – Service Specification (Enclosure 8.1 – 8.18). 
  
 The Head of Policy and Performance reported that the approach to developing the G.P. 

out of hour’s services had changed. It had been agreed that a small group would be 
formed with representation from the Patient and Public Involvement Forum (PPIF) and 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees to consider their response to the service 
specification. The group would be meeting on 7 November 2006. It was also reported 
that the County would be formulating a response to the document and any comments 
from the Health Select Committee would be included. 

  
 Members felt that the current service provided to residents in the District should 

continue and that the document would be supported. 
  
  
  
  
  
28. Chairman’s Update 
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 Consideration was given to the letter regarding the use of Medicines by Staffordshire 

Ambulance Service’s Community First Responders (Enclosure 9.1 – 9.2). 
 
With regard to the letter received from the West Midlands Strategic Authority, Mr. Lee, 
Staffordshire Ambulance Service hoped that a number of the drugs suspended for use 
by the Staffordshire Ambulance Service’s First Responders would soon be reinstated. 

  
 It was noted that Community First Responders were not located within the Cannock 

area. 
  
29. Agenda Items for Future Meetings 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the following items would be placed on a future Agenda: - 
  
  Report on Flu Vaccinations (to include why the Health Authority have not 

issued notifications) 
   
  Progress Monitoring - improvement of provision of mental health care for the 

elderly in the Cannock area (requested by Councillor T.M. Boyle of South 
Staffordshire Council). 

   
  Eyecare in Stafford – currently local diabetes suffers are travelling to 

Wolverhampton Eye Infirmary for treatment for cataracts, although a machine is 
located in Stafford, which does not appear to be used (requested by Councillor 
T.M. Boyle of South Staffordshire Council). 

 
 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 
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