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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES, HOUSING AND OLDER PEOPLE SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY, 26 MARCH, 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Beddows, J. (Chairman) 
 

Ball, G.D. 
 Bennett, K.L. 
      Davies, D.N. 
      Davis, Mrs. M.A. 

Grice, Mrs. D. 
Mitchell, C. 
Molineux, G.N. 
 

 
Also Present:   Councillor Mrs. A.F. Bernard Healthier Communities, Housing and Older 

People Select Committee Portfolio Leader 
  
Ms. H. Perren Mid Staffordshire General Hospitals NHS Trust 
Ms. A. Ames Patient and Public Involvement Forum (PPIF) 
Mrs. H. Heath Chase Tenants and Residents Federation 

(CTRF) 
Mrs. D. Whitehouse Chase Tenants and Residents Federation 

(CTRF) 
Mrs. V. Lloyd Chase Tenants and Residents Federation 

(CTRF) 
Councillor Mrs. J.A. Johnson South Staffordshire District Council 
   

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D.M. Easton, D.I. Dixon (Staffordshire County 
Council), J. Bletcher (South Staffs Primary Care Trust (PCT)), P. Smith, District Director of Social Care 
and Health (Staffordshire County Council/CCDC) and Mr. A. Derry (Chase Tenants and Residents 
Federation)) 
  
63. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 February 2008 be approved as a correct 

record. 
  
64. Availability of Privately Rented Housing Accommodation 
  
 Steve Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health provided a presentation on the availability 
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of privately rented housing accommodation. 
  
 He explained that difficulties existed for first time buyers as entry levels for houses were 

generally in excess of £100,000.  Therefore privately rented accommodation had become 
increasingly popular.  Buy to let was also popular locally and there had been a significant 
growth in privately rented accommodation with high demand for the smaller 2/3 bedroom 
properties.  He outlined the typical monthly rentals payable for both flats and houses.  He 
also highlighted the potential problem with migrant workers who tended to share 
occupancy and are more likely to live in poor or overcrowded conditions.   The private 
sector house condition survey undertaken in 2003 had indicated that there were 1375 
privately rented dwellings.  This was 4.2% of the private sector housing stock (8.7% in 
Rugeley and 5% in Cannock). 

  
 He stated that there was demand for privately rented housing accommodation but that the 

information available indicated that there was a sufficient supply of accommodation. 
  
 Arising from the presentation a Member asked for a comparison of the range of rental 

levels for Council housing, Housing Association housing and privately rented housing 
along with the number of each type of housing that was available.  The Head of 
Environmental Health agreed to enquire if information was available, and if so provide it to 
Members of the Select Committee. 

  
 Members requested that a copy of the presentation be circulated to all Members of the 

Select Committee.  
  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That, subject to the information being available, the Select Committee be provided 

with a comparison of the range of rental levels for Council housing, Housing 
Association housing and privately rented housing along with the number of each 
type of housing that was available. 

  
 (B) That a copy of the presentation be circulated to all Members of the Select 

Committee. 
 

65. Local Housing Allowance  
  
 Rob Wolfe, Local Taxation and Benefits Manager provided a presentation on the Local 

Housing Allowance.  He advised that the Local Housing Allowance was a new form of 
Housing Benefit for private tenants which was based on the household constitution and 
not the rental payments.  It would affect new claims and address changes with effect from 
7 April 2008.  Payments would be made directly to the tenants by BACS transfer and there 
would be protection for vulnerable tenants.  It was explained that the new allowance would 
simplify the Housing Benefit scheme, make tenants more accountable for their own 
finances, increase tenants’ choices, increase efficiency within the benefit process and 
enable payments to be made more quickly. 

  
 He outlined the Local Housing Allowance levels that would be payable and explained that 

the Local Housing Allowance could only exceed rent by £15 per week. 
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 He then outlined the issues for landlords and the procedure adopted by the Council for 
vulnerable claimants. 

  
 Members requested that a copy of the presentation be circulated to all Members of the 

Council and to all Residents Associations along with a briefing note which should include a 
contact telephone number. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
     That a copy of the presentation be circulated to all Members of the Council and to all    

    Residents Associations along with a briefing note which included a contact telephone  
    number. 

  
66. South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
  
 Members expressed concern that a representative from South Staffordshire Primary Care 

Trust was not present at the meeting to provide an update in respect of the proposed 
Health Centre development.   Members made reference to a recent press article regarding 
the Health Centre which they considered was in response to comments made at the 
previous meeting.   
 
Members had concern on the lack of progress on the location for the proposed Health 
Centre.  Members noted the importance of ensuring that the discussion on the proposed 
Health Centre development remained on the agenda of the Select Committee.  It was 
noted that GP’s had indicated that they did not wish to be located within the hospital 
building as they wished to be located within a Health Centre.  Members expressed further 
concern with regard to the suggested polyclinic for Cannock and considered that further 
discussions should take place in this respect. 

  
 Councillor Mrs. A.F. Bernard, the Healthier Communities, Housing and Older People 

Portfolio Leader, also expressed her concern on the lack of progress and commitment to 
establish a new location for the proposed Health Centre.  She explained that she intended 
to write a letter to Stuart Poyner, Chief Executive of the PCT to express her concerns. 
 
Members requested that a letter also be forwarded to Stuart Poyner on behalf of the 
Select Committee outlining their concern over the lack of progress with the Health Centre 
and expressing concern that representatives from the PCT had not been attending the 
Select Committee on a regular basis to keep Members informed on the progress of the 
proposed Health Centre development.  The Head of Environmental Health stated that he 
would arrange for this to be done.  

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That a letter be forwarded to Stuart Poyner, Chief Executive of South Staffordshire 

PCT on behalf of the Select Committee outlining Members concern over the lack of 
progress with the Health Centre and expressing concern that representatives from the 
PCT had not been attending the Select Committee on a regular basis to keep 
Members informed on the progress of the proposed Health Centre development. 
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67. Mid Staffordshire General Hospitals NHS Trust 
  
 Ms. H. Perren, Head of Marketing and Business Development provided Members with a 

progress report.  A copy of the report was circulated to the Select Committee.  
  
 With regard to the Foundation Trust application it was explained that a series of health 

related seminars had been arranged for Trust Members.  She outlined the dates of the 
seminar and focus group for Members information. 
 
She then explained that the Healthcare Commission would be undertaking an 
investigation into the Trust’s mortality rates.  A press release had been issued and this 
was detailed on the progress report circulated to Members.  She explained that following 
concern being raised regarding the system for monitoring mortality rates, an investigation 
had been undertaken which had concluded that there were problems in the recording and 
coding of information about patients.  However, in recent months there had been a 
significant improvement in the way mortality rates were recorded. 
 
She reported that the Healthcare Commission were keen to speak to people who had 
experience of inpatient care at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust and 
representatives of the Commission’s investigation team would be available on 1 and 2 
April.  There was a helpline number to make an appointment. 
 

 She reported on the campaign to reduce Healthcare associated infection and outlined the 
tables within the report which provided information on the number of MRSA and C.Diff 
cases identified at the Trust as at 20 March 2008.  

  
 She the advised that a “Deep Clean” had commenced in March which had a completion 

date of 28 April 2008.  The Chairman sought clarification on the number of people involved 
in this and Ms Perren advised that she would ensure the necessary information was 
provided to the Chairman. 

  
 Members were then advised on the plans to relocate existing services at Cannock Chase 

Hospital from level 1 to levels 2 and 3.   She stated that the Hollybank team had moved 
into the old Valley Ward and the work on the clinical trials area and seminar room were 
moving towards construction completion with the aim of being operational during May.  A 
number of options were being investigated with regards to the ground floor and a report 
would be submitted to the Trust Board in April/May. 

  
 Ms. Perren stated that as the next meeting of the Select Committee was not until June 

2008 she would provide a progress report which would be forwarded to Members of the 
Select Committee. 

  
 The Chairman thanked Ms. Perren for her attendance at meetings of the Select 

Committee to provide progress reports. 
  
68. Staffordshire County Council Health Scrutiny Committee 
  
 Councillor Mrs. M.A. Davis, the representative appointed to Staffordshire County Council’s 

Health Scrutiny Committee, reported that the next meeting was due to be held on Monday 
31 March 2008. 
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69. Proposed Health Centre Development 
  
 There was no update reported due to the absence of the representative from South Staffs 

Primary Care Trust. 
  
70. Annual Health Check 
  
 The Head of Environmental Health reported that he had circulated a copy of the 

comments formulated in response to the Annual Health Check in 2006/07 together with a 
draft response for this year. He advised that the comments in paragraph 3 of the draft 
response for this year would be amended to reflect the concern raised by the Select 
Committee in relation to the proposed Health Centre.  He then sought Members 
comments on the proposed draft response.   

  
 Members considered that following the merger of the Ambulance Services the submission 

should include a comment that no problems had been identified and targets continued to 
be met.  It was also considered that the submission should mention that the Select 
Committee was interested in establishing links with Social Care. 

  
 The Head of Environmental Health asked Members to provide any further comments on 

the Annual Health Check submission within the next 10 to 14 days. 
  
 Ms. Anne Ames, Patients and Public Involvement Forum, then advised the Select 

Committee that as from April 2008 the Patient and Public Involvement Forum would cease 
to exist.  She asked whether there were any plans to continue the link.  The Head of 
Environmental Health stated that he would pursue this matter as he would be attending a 
seminar tomorrow on developing links with Staffordshire Authorities. 

  
 As the Patient and Public Involvement Forum would not exist from April 2008 the 

Chairman confirmed that Ms. Ames could continue to be a representative on the Select 
Committee as one of the Chase Tenants and Residents Federation Representatives.  

  
 AGREED: 

 
    That the response to the Annual Health Check for 2007/08 also include the following:      
      

(A) That the comments in paragraph 3 of the draft response be amended to reflect the 
concern raised by the Select Committee in relation to the proposed Health Centre.   

 
(B) That following the merger of the Ambulance Services no problems had been           

identified and targets continued to be met. 
 
     (C)  That the Select Committee was interested in establishing links with Social Care. 

  
 

  
     
 CHAIRMAN 
  
 


