
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY, 3 JANUARY 2007 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 
 

PRESENT:           Councillors: 
 

Williams, A. (Chairman) 
Burnett, J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Alcott, G.  Jones, Mrs. A. E.  
 Ball, G. D.  Mawle, D.L.  
 Collis, C.    

  
  
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. L. Pearce and D. N. Davies, Environment 
Leader) 
 
19. Minutes 

 
 Arising from consideration of the Minutes the Head of Policy & Performance informed the 

Committee that their concerns regarding the Local Area Agreement and indicator SSC 9.1.3 
relating to the number of children killed or seriously injured on the roads in Staffordshire had 
been reported to the County Council Core Team.  The Core Team had advised that this 
figure had reduced significantly due to work carried out and it was not considered feasible to 
change the set target. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2006 be approved as a correct record. 
 

20. Anti Social Behaviour 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from the Head of Policy & Performance, which had 

been prepared by Lisa Coates, Research and Information Officer, a copy of which had been 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
The Committee were informed that it was considered that the main issues with respect to Anti 
Social Behaviour (ASB) were:- 
 

• The level of incidents in Cannock Chase and whether they were increasing or 
reducing 
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It was reported that in 2004/05 there were 5,506 reported ASB incidents and 6,194 in 
2005/06 representing a 12.5% increase.  In 2004/05 this averaged 459 per month 
and 516 in 2005/06, with the number of incidents appearing higher in the summer 
months.  However for quarter 1 and 2 in 2006/07 the average was lower at 488, 
which was an 11% reduction compared to the same period in 2005/06. 
 

• Comparison of Cannock Chase with the rest of Staffordshire. 
 

The Committee was informed that in 2004/05 ASB incidents in the District were 
marginally lower compared to the rest of Staffordshire. However in 2005/06 the 
number of incidents per 1,000 population was 66.5 compared to 60 for the 
Staffordshire Police Force.  Cannock Chase ranked third highest for ASB incidents 
behind Stoke on Trent and Tamworth. 
 

• Geographical concentrations of incidents in Cannock Chase. 
 

The Committee was informed that geographically ASB incidents in 2005/06 were 
concentrated in the following Wards:- 
 
 Total Incidents
 Cannock South 912 
 Hednesford North 653 
 Western Springs 617 
 Cannock North 577 
 
A more detailed analysis of Lower Super Output Areas, which were smaller areas of 
approximately 2,000 residents, showed town centres to be incident ‘hot spots’, in 
particular Cannock town centre.  
 
Although more ASB incidents were being reported, compared with 20/30 years ago, 
it was considered that the level of public tolerance had reduced. 
 
The Audit Commission’s Report issued in December 2006 indicated that 34.1% of 
respondents living in Cannock Chase viewed ASB to be a considerable problem. 
 

• The nature of incidents 
 

Anti Social Behaviour was considered to be any activity that impacted on other 
people in a negative way, e.g. nuisance neighbours, yobbish behaviour, intimidating 
groups taking over public places, people dumping rubbish, dealing and buying drugs 
on the streets. 
 

• The link between Crime Deprivation/Indices of Deprivation and ASB. 
 

It was considered that there were links between ASB and crime deprivation in 
Cannock and Rugeley Town Centres as they were ranked within the worst 8% and 
19% respectively of Lower Super Output Areas with the highest levels of crime in 
England. 
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The Committee was concerned that a more detailed breakdown of the type of incidents 
reported was not available.  The Head of Policy and Performance explained that due to 
limited resources it was not possible for this level of detailed information to be provided.  
However once the position of Information and Intelligence Officer at the Council had been 
filled it may be possible to provide this information.   
 
The Committee requested that the maps included within the presentation be forwarded to 
them in an enlarged colour format. 
 
Members also requested that a presentation be arranged for all Members of the Council 
relating to ASBOs and on the various stages that needed to be progressed before an ASBO 
could be issued. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 
(A) That copies of the maps included within the presentation be forwarded to the 
 Committee in an enlarged colour format. 
 
(B) That the Head of Policy and Performance arrange a presentation for all Members of     
              the Council relating to ASBOs and on the various stages that needed to be  
              progressed before an ASBO could be issued. 
 

21.
  

Action Plan for tackling Anti Social Behaviour 

 Consideration was given to the draft Anti Social Behaviour (ABS) Action Plan for tackling 
ASB, which had been circulated with the agenda. 

  
 The Head of Policy & Performance gave an overview of the Action Plan, the aim of which 

was to help reduce anti social behaviour and the perception of ASB. 
  
 In addition to improving the collection of data, the following projects had been identified as 

ways to resolve the problems associated with anti social behaviour:- 
  
  Mini Motos Project 

 Football Project 
 Play Strategy 
 Parks – review of role of Park Keeper and closing the park when dark 
 Student Fire Fighter 
 Junior Street Warden Scheme 
 Community Action Teams 
 Own Your Streets Campaigns 
 Enforcement with respect to dog fouling, rubbish etc. 
 Launch of ASB citizenship package in primary schools and 
 developing package for secondary schools 
 More co-ordinated approach by all agencies to tackle ASB 
 Visible presence in neighbourhoods 
 Targeted response to hot spot areas 
 Focus Youth Worker engaging with gangs of young people in areas identified as of 
 concern 
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RESOLVED 
 
That the Action Plan for tackling Anti Social Behaviour be noted. 
 

22. Addressing Perceptions of Anti Social Behaviour 
 
The Committee was informed that the County Council’s LPSA2 Anti Social Behaviour Group 
had agreed to make £25,000 available to Cannock Chase to help address the perception of 
Anti Social Behaviour and Members were asked to give consideration to how this money 
should be spent.  The Committee agreed to discuss this matter at a future meeting and the 
view was expressed that this may also be an issue which could be discussed at the Social 
Inclusion and Housing Select Committee. 

  
 RESOLVED 

 
That the LPSA2 funding of £25,000 to help overcome the perception of Anti Social Behaviour 
be further discussed at a future meeting of the Select Committee.    

   
23. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 Consideration was given to items to be included in the Work Programme of the Select 

Committee. 
 

 RESOLVED  
  
 That a visit to the control room of the CCTV centre be arranged prior to a future meeting of 

the Select Committee. 
  
   
  
  
   
  

 
 

__________________________________ 
CHAIRMAN 
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