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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY, 2009 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT HEDNESFORD EX-SERVICEMEN’S CLUB, ANGLESEY STREET, HEDNESFORD  
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

 Burnett, J. (Chairman) 
  

 Ball, G.D. 
 Burnett, G. 
  

Grice, Mrs. D. 

Officers:   T. McGovern, Director of Organisational Improvement 
T. Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager 

    B. Phillips, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
    G. Watson, Economic Development Manager 
    D. Botfield, Divisional Highway Manager, Staffordshire County 
    Council 
    Press – 1 
    Members of the Public – approximately 20 
    Hednesford Town Council 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. L.J. Pearce, Ms. W. Yates, County 
Councillor J.O’Leary and S. Woodward). 
 
The Chairman agreed that the order of the Agenda be revised. 
  
20. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 9 September, 2008 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
21. Chase 3 – Enterprising Town Centres 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Michelle Lucas, Chase 3 Projects Manager of Southern 

Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce to the meeting. 
  
 Michelle Lucas appealed for retailers and businesses to form a Traders Association in the 

Hednesford area. She explained that this was a partnership of public and private agencies 
working together to improve the quality of economic life through enterprise for those living 
and working in the Chase area. 

  
 She advised that the Chase 3 Programme was looking to invite retailers and businesses to 

be part of the Traders Association in their Town Centre. The objectives of the Traders 
Associations would be to work together to make the Town Centres of Cannock, Rugeley 
and Hednesford vibrant, clean, safe and tidy places for the people who live, work and visit 
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them.  Steering Groups would be formed who could organise various events in the Town 
Centres and the Chase 3 Programme would help to assist these groups.  

  
 At this point the Chairman agreed to revise the order of the Agenda. 
  
22. Question from County Councillor  
  
 The following question was received from County Councillor J.O’Leary.  
  
 “When will work commence on the improvements to Hednesford Park including the 

Pavilion?” 
  
 Mr. Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager reported that he had contacted County 

Councillor J.O’Leary who was actually requesting whether the Pavilion could be adapted 
to cater for youngsters at night. Given its current layout Mr Walsh advised that this was 
unlikely but had agreed to meet Councillor O Leary on site to explain this. 

  
 He also reported that a meeting would be held on 4 February, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. at the 

Museum of Cannock Chase for the community to give their views on how the park should 
be developed now and in the future.  

  
 A Hednesford Town Councillor raised concern regarding the state of the fencing around 

the park and whether it was going to be repaired. Mr. Walsh reported that the fence 
damaged in the Road Traffic Accident would need a like for like replacement and would be 
replaced in the near future when insurance quotes were received. 

  
23. Questions received from Member of the Public 
  
 The following questions were received from a member of the public. 
  
 (1) The bowling greens at Hednesford Park are cut only once per fortnight and have 

 stopped being used. Will the Council be doing anything in an attempt to try and 
 get the public to use the greens? 
 
(2) The cricket square at Hednesford Park is under used and is it going to be re-
 opened? 

 
(3) Some of the fencing at the Park has been repaired, however there is still some 
 fencing that needs repairing. 
 
(4) Is it possible for the Park to be closed between certain times, given that it was in 

the past and the Police are in support of it?  
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that as the questioner was not in attendance there was 

no need for an answer to be given. Councillor Mawle asked whether an answer could still 
be given and on this occasion the Chairman agreed 

  
 In response Mr Walsh reported that there had been no bowling teams for approximately 2 

years so therefore the Council’s Cabinet had agreed to withdraw the subsidy for the 
bowling green. 
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It was also reported that usage of the cricket square had fallen due to problems in relation 
to the level of the surface on the cricket square as a result of the nature of the made up 
ground in the Park and complaints had been received in respect of this, and therefore the. 
 
There was some fencing yet to be repaired although some repairs had already been 
undertaken. 
 
The following response was received from Inspector Mat Derrick, Cannock Police. 
 
“I would very much support 'opening hours' for Hednesford Park and indeed any of the 
other parks across the town.  It would enable my officers to identify persons in the park as 
trespassers after a certain time and deal with them accordingly. I would, however, be wary 
about what other leisure provisions there may be for young people after a certain hour if 
we were to restrict access to the park but by the same token would question the suitability 
of it for anything other than anti social behaviour once darkness has descended in any 
case.    
 
We would need to acknowledge that if young people are currently congregating in  the 
park area and we then restrict access to it at dusk, then those young people will ultimately 
congregate elsewhere.  We would need to be ready with a planned alternative gathering 
point for them or seek to identify potential diversionary activities otherwise we will merely 
make this someone else's problem within the town. I think that regular opening and closing 
of the park does instil a sense of ownership and order that I know has been the rationale 
for restricting access at other parks nationally in response to heightened levels of criminal 
damage and anti social behaviour.  Of course all of this comes at a cost and I am mindful 
that ultimately what I may deem to be an ideal solution may not actually be the most 
practical or feasible due to budgetary constraints upon our partners within Cannock Chase 
District”. 
 
PC Arries, Cannock Police reported that the gates were left open due to two major fires a 
number of year ago in which the Fire Brigade could not access the park. He also stated 
that should the gates be locked between certain times and people are in the park, this 
would be classed as trespassing. There was no guarantee that the Police could respond 
to issues with children locked in the Park and he accepted that this site was almost 
impossible to secure because of the Railway land. 

  
 Tony McGovern, Director of Organisational Improvement reported that a bid had been 

submitted by the Council to the Playbuilder fund for £75K to upgrade facilities at 
Hednesford skate park, however the bid for funding was still under consideration. 

  
 A local resident raised concern that there were not enough facilities in Hednesford for 

people visiting the area and with the closure of the Aquarius this would mean that people 
previously attracted to the area would no longer be visiting it.  

  
 Local Ward Members also raised issues surrounding anti social behaviour on the land to 

the rear of the single football pitch and Hazelslade Grove and requested Police Officers 
patrol the area around Hednesford park.  
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24. Update regarding Hednesford Town Centre 
  
 Mr. Glenn Watson, the Council’s Economic Development Manager reported on phase 1 of 

the scheme, Rugeley Road car park. He stated that the acquisition of the land necessary 
for the scheme was nearing completion and a number of deals had been concluded by St 
Modwen. The Compulsory Purchase Order route had progressed through the relevant 
stages; however the Council were yet to receive final confirmation. He reported that legal 
procedures would include the stopping up orders for the highway and that if all other 
obstacles were cleared the development would commence around the middle of the year. 

  
 With regard to phase 2 of the scheme, the bus station site, it was reported that 

discussions were nearing a conclusion with ATP. Discussions were also taking place 
concerning the re-location of the bingo hall and interest had been received from a food 
store operator. With regard to the Pritchard scheme the ‘Lightworks’, this had commenced 
last summer and was due to be complete the end of February.  

  
 A Hednesford Town Councillor was keen to know what the situation was in respect of 

anticipated works to the water mains given that Severn Trent had delayed work. Mr. 
Watson reported that he thought the works would take place later in the year but he had 
no further information in respect of this. 

  
 Local residents were keen to know if parking in Hednesford would become chargeable 

given that this was currently funded by the Town Council. Mr. Watson stated that there 
was a proposal to introduce charges at Hednesford Station car park and the introduction 
of patrols which would penalise those people using the car park by the Co-Op store for 
more than 3 hours. He also reported that the spaces at the Co-Op would be re-configured 
to create spaces for additional capacity required at the ‘Lightworks’ development.  

  
 Local residents raised concern of illegal parking on streets within Hednesford. Mr. 

McGovern reported that illegal parking would be tackled through Civil Parking 
Enforcement and new proposals were in place.   

  
 Local residents were keen to know what the situation was surrounding the closure of the 

Aquarius Ballroom. Mr. Bob Phillips, the Council’s Head of Planning and Regeneration 
reported that the Council had taken possession of the Aquarius Ballroom and stated that 
there was some suspicion of damage in the premises. There were a number of issues 
such as faulty electrics and heating and a full assessment was required.  

  
 A local resident was of the opinion that the required works were not substantial and also 

asked that when the facility was re-opened, how long would it be open for and what would 
replace the facility when it closed for the re-development.   

  
 Mr. Phillips reported that the Council were committed to letting the facility on the longest 

possible lease, and that the Council had given discretionary rate relief and provided 
assistance to make sure the facility was being run. He stated that as part of the re-
development there would be a replacement community facility with a floor for ballroom 
dancing. He reported that there would be a meeting with Hednesford Ward Members 
where ideas and thoughts could be shared. 
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25. Update regarding Cannock Stadium 
  
 Mr. Phillips reported that on the 4 December, 2008 the Secretary of State refused the 

Council’s application for planning consent for residential and open space development on 
the land at Pye Green Road. In doing so the Inspector (and the Secretary of State agreed) 
that the site was suitable in principle for housing development but that a number of 
planning issues needed to be addressed before consent could be given. He briefly 
summarised the main points found by the Inspector both for and against the planning 
application: 

  
 In favour: 

 

• The location of the site for housing development is in a sustainable location and is 
preferable to a number of other sites within the District, and would broadly be 
compliant with Government Policy for new housing. 

• Generally supportive of the proposals for re-location of the athletics track and 
investment in playing pitches at Hednesford and Heath Hayes.  

  
 Against: 

 

• The position for affordable housing did not go far enough 

• The proposals for the replacement of the sports facilities required more certainty 
including planning consent 

• Any replacement open space facilities should include facilities for children’s play 
on the west side of Pye Green Road 

  
 He also reported that the Council on 22 December, 2008 considered a report on Cannock 

Stadium which set out a number of recommendations on the options available to address 
the ongoing security/anti-social behaviour (ASB) issues at the site. He stated that Council 
agreed the option to demolish and clear the site. The next step would involve a report to 
the Council’s Cabinet on the specifics of implementing the demolition.  

  
 A Hednesford Town Councillor was concerned with the plans to demolish the stadium 

given that it was valuable to the community and asked why the Council had not 
considered the possibility of a trust running it.  

  
 Mr. Phillips reported that the Council’s decision followed a full Council debate and stated 

that a copy of the Secretary of States report with the full decision on the planning 
application was available for inspection. 

  
26. Update regarding Stafford Lane Speed Reducing Measures 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Dave Botfield, Staffordshire County Council. 
  
 Mr. Botfield reported that following consultation with residents, 90 people were in favour of 

junction tables, 30 were in favour of speed cushions and 15 were in favour of safety 
cameras. Therefore speed tables would be introduced through Stafford Lane and speed 
ramps through the service roads. It was intended to introduce the scheme once the Pye 
Green Spine Road was constructed, however there was doubt regarding the scheme and 
therefore alternative funding was being sought and it was hoped the scheme would 
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commence sometime during April 2009.   
  
27. Question Received from Member of the Public 
  
 The following question was received from a member of the public. 
  
 "I would like to raise issues relating to road safety at the forthcoming Hednesford 

Community Forum. A great concern is speeding traffic using Anglesey Street, this Street is 
now becoming very busy at all times of the day. While i do not wish to call for road surface 
obstructions is it not possible to erect even on a temporary basis speed indicators as have 
been installed in the area?. In on quarter of an hour between 2.45pm and 3.00pm, I 
logged 115 passing cars; this is a residential area with child nurseries and elderly 
residents. 
  
A second worry is the junction of Eastern bypass and Lichfield road, Eastern bypass road 
marking indicate both lanes to Hednesford and Rugeley unfortunately the road after the 
island merges into one lane creating a race to overtake into the junction first. The Eastern 
bypass junction should be three lanes, one left to Cannock, one straight on to 
Hednesford/Rugeley then one right to Lichfield, this situation has seen horns blasting and 
sharp braking from day one. Your comments would be appreciated." 

  
 Mr. Botfield reported that he had submitted a request for accident records for Anglesey 

Street, Hednesford as any request would be based on accident data. He reported that he 
would request a speed and volume check of all traffic but was unsure when this would 
take place. The outcome of the results would then determine what action if any should be 
taken, for example the installation of speed signs or speed ramps. 

  
 He reported that the Eastern bypass was not wide enough to introduce three lanes and 

therefore two lanes were introduced on the approach.  
  
28. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Questions for the next Forum scheduled for Tuesday 10 March, 2009 were required to be 

submitted on the forms supplied by Thursday 19 February, 2009. 
  
29. Date of Future Meeting 
  
 The Chairman reported the following date of the next meeting: 

 

• Tuesday 10 March, 2009 
  
 


