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Agenda Item Of particular interest to … 

The Committee received a report on Home Care services, prior to a decision on the commissioning 
approach and route to market for home care services going to Cabinet. Members discussed the current 
issues with the Cabinet Member for Health, Care and Wellbeing and the advantages of a 
recommissioned home care service which was outcome focussed as opposed to ‘time and task’. The 
Committee approved the recommendations within the report.  
 
Members considered the plans for continuous improvement within the Learning Disabilities Community 
Inclusion programme and received an update on progress from the Cabinet Member for Health, Care 
and Wellbeing. Members raised the issue of quality assurance and gaps in the market. It was agreed 
that progress would be shared with the Committee in six months time. 
 
Representatives from Virgin Care and East Staffordshire CCG provided an update on the Improving 
Lives Programme and discussed the plans for the location change of the GP Out of Hours Services in 
East Staffordshire. The Committee’s approval and suggestions for the engagement plan as outlined in 
the Committee papers were sought. The effectiveness of the partnership working with Virgin Care was 
queried and how outcomes were being measured. The recommendations within the report were 
agreed.  
 
Members scrutinised the decision to temporary suspend the Children’s Emergency Centre at County 
Hospital and sought clarification on why the service had been deemed unsafe and how long it had 
taken the Trust to respond. The Committee were informed that the intention was to reinstate a safe and 
sustainable service as soon as possible at the County Hospital site. It was resolved that the Trust would 
keep the Committee informed of progress. There would also be the opportunity for Members to review 
progress at the Joint Health Scrutiny Accountability Session with the Trust on the 28 November 2016. 
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