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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

28 NOVEMBER 2011 

BRIEFING NOTE FROM THE HEAD OF HOUSING 

ISSUES IN RELATION TO THE ALLOCATION OF COUNCIL PROPERTIES 

1. Purpose of Briefing Note 

1.1 To provide information regarding the Council’s allocations policy in relation to issues raised by the 
Scrutiny Committee on 26 September 2011. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That the Scrutiny Committee consider the information presented in this briefing note. 

 
3. Summary 

3.1 The Scrutiny Committee on 26 September 2011 identified a number of issues in relation to the action 
taken by the Council and the Staffordshire Police Chase Division in tackling problems of crime and 
anti-social behaviour. 

3.2 In particular, concerns were raised regarding the housing of households with drug problems and the 
allocation of bungalow accommodation to young people.  As a result the committee resolved that:- 

  “The Housing Portfolio Leader be requested to attend the next meeting of the Committee in 
order that the issues relating to where people with drug problems were housed and also 
young people being housed in bungalows normally reserved for the elderly could be 
discussed further”. 

3.3 This briefing note which has been prepared at the request of the Housing Portfolio Leader provides 
details of the Council’s current allocations policy in relation to these two issues. 

4. Key Issues and Implications 

4.1 Details of the Council’s current allocations policy in relation to the two issues is presented below:- 

 (a) Housing of Households with drug problems 

  Under the Homelessness Act 2002, the Council can deem an applicant to be ineligible for the 
allocation of accommodation (and exclude them from the Housing Register) as a result of their 
previous unacceptable behaviour.  Whilst it is unlawful to “make blanket exclusions” (each 
case must be considered individually) applicants can be determined to be ineligible for 
housing provided that:- 
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  (i) The applicant (or a member of their household) has been guilty of unacceptable 
behaviour* serious enough to make them unsuitable to be a tenant. 

  (ii) At the time the applicant’s case is considered, the applicant is unsuitable to be a 
tenant by reason of that behaviour. 

  *Note: Unacceptable behaviour is defined as behaviour which would entitle the Council to 
seek possession under the Housing Act 1985. 

  It is the Council’s policy to assess all housing applications to determine whether the legislation 
regarding exclusion should be applied.  Applicants are considered for exclusion in relation to a 
number of stated circumstances, which includes people who have:- 

(i) previously been evicted by the Council or another social landlord for anti-social 
behaviour, including drug problems; 

(ii) been convicted of an offence relating to the supply of drugs and have received either 
a custodial sentence of at least 2½ years or have received a shorter sentence that is 
not yet spent under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. 

  Since April 2009, 36 households have been determined to be ineligible for the allocation of 
accommodation and have been excluded from the housing register, including 15 households 
as a result of drug cultivation or drug possession with intent to supply. 

  Whilst applicants who have either criminal convictions or have been evicted as a result of drug 
related problems can be identified, applicants who have a drug use problem or who 
supply/propagate drugs but have not yet been convicted cannot be identified.  As a result, 
such households cannot be considered for exclusion from the housing register and will be re-
housed in accordance with the Council’s Lettings Policy. 

  Other households may develop drug use problems or start to supply or propagate drugs after 
their tenancy has commenced. 

  Vacant properties are allocated in accordance with the UChoose Homes Choice Based 
Lettings Scheme.  Under this scheme applicants are placed in one of four priority bands 
according to their housing need and are able to submit “expressions of interest” in advertised 
vacant properties, providing that they met the property eligibility criteria in terms of age, 
medical need and size of household.  Vacant properties are then offered to the household 
from the highest priority band, who meets the property eligibility criteria and who has been 
waiting in that priority band for the longest period of time. 

  A key aim of the Choice Based Lettings Scheme is to provide households with choice 
regarding the area in which they wish to live.  As a result, provided that a household meets 
the property eligibility criteria and has the highest housing need priority they will be allocated a 
vacant property regardless of location. 

 (b) The allocation of bungalows 
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  In accordance with Council’s current policy the following households are eligible for the 
allocation of vacant bungalows:- 

(i) One bedroom bungalows 

- Single people aged 55 or over. 

- Couples where at least one person is aged 55 or over. 

- Single people or couples with a medical need for ground floor 
accommodation. 

- Owner-occupiers with a medical need for ground floor accommodation who 
will release an equity of less than £80,000 from the sale of their current 
home. 

(ii) Two Bedroom Bungalows 

- Single people aged 55 or over. 

- Households with children where one person is aged 55 or over. 

- Single people or households with children that have a medical need for 
ground floor accommodation. 

- Owner-occupiers with a medical need for ground floor accommodation who 
will release an equity of less than £80,000 from the sale of their current 
home. 

  Prior to September 2011, the age eligibility for Council bungalows was 60 or over.  However, 
Cabinet on 15 September 2011 agreed that this was lowered to applicants aged 55 or over to 
“bring the Council’s policy into line” with other social landlords in the Cannock Chase area. 

  The Council’s current policy therefore enables bungalows to be allocated to “young people” 
(i.e. those aged under 55) or to households containing “young people” in the following 
circumstances:- 

(a) Couples where one partner is aged under 55. 

(b) Single people (of any age) who have a medical need for ground floor accommodation. 

(c) Households with children where one person is aged 55 or over. 

(d) Households (of any age) where a member of the household has a medical need for 
ground floor accommodation. 

In respect of the specific case which was raised at the Scrutiny Committee on 26 September 
2011, the bungalow was allocated to a single person aged 46, as a result of medical 
circumstances. 
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5. Conclusion and Reasons for Recommendation 

5.1 This briefing note provides details of the Council’s current allocations policy in relation to anti-social 
behaviour and crime issues raised by the Scrutiny Committee on 26 September 2011. 

5.2 The Scrutiny Committee are requested to consider the information presented in the briefing note. 

6. Briefing Note Author 

 Ian Tennant (Head of Housing) Ext. 4210 

 


