
 ITEM NO.   6.1 

 

What we said we’d achieve in 2014/15 

Priority Outcome: Prosperity – Economic 

Resilience 
 

Economic Development and Planning 
 

Quarter 1 

How are we doing so far? 

 

We said we would: Increase the employability of the District’s 

workforce. 
 

As Performance Measures: 

 

Reduce youth unemployment (18 – 24 year olds) to the County 

rate by 2017. 

 

At the end of Q1 (June 2014 data) 3.7% of the local population 

aged between 18 and 24 (310 young people) were claiming 

JSA. At the end of Q1 in 2013 – 14 (June 2013 data) 6.8% (550 

young people) were in receipt of JSA. These figures compare to 

County rates of 2.8% (2,025 young people) in June 2014, and 

4.8% (3,435 young people) in June 2013. Therefore, over the last 

12 months the decline in the youth unemployment rate within 

Cannock Chase District has been greater than that for 

Staffordshire as a whole. 

 

NB – This measure is to be reviewed by the Economic 

Development & Planning Policy Development Committee. 

 

 

Increase in the Employment Rate of the District’s residents (with 

the aim of closing the gap with the regional and GB rates by 

2017). 

 

This measure is based upon increasing the employment rate for 

the District with the long term aim of matching the Regional 

and National (GB) rates. The most recent data (April 2013 – 

March 2014) indicates a local rate of 69.0% compared to a 

regional figure of 69.3% and a national rate of 71.7%. However, 

this data is obtained via the Annual Population Survey which 

suffers from low confidence levels when presented at District 

level. Therefore, the reliability (approx 8% either side) of the 

data is low and should be treated with caution. Applying a 12 

month average to partially address the data reliability issue, 

gives a local rate of 69.8% compared to a regional rate of 

69.1% and a national rate of 71.4%.  

 

 



 ITEM NO.   6.2 

 

We said we would: Facilitate economic growth through job 

creation.    
 

As Performance Measures 

 

To secure (through either completion or commencement of 

construction) at least 20,000sq m of new commercial floorspace 

within the District from April 2013 to March 2015 

 

This measure equates to 2,500 sq m per quarter. At the end of 

June 2014, floorspace totaling 8,355 sq m was either completed 

or under construction through a number of schemes across the 

District since April 2013. Therefore, this target is not currently 

being achieved. However, a number of schemes are due to 

commence which will ensure that the target will be achieved 

by the end of March 2015.  

 

 

We said we would: Increase the economic, social and 

environmental prosperity of the District through sustainable 

development. 
 

As Performance Measures 
 

To ensure that at least 70% of major planning applications are 

determined within 13 weeks (measured over a two year period). 

The national indicator is 60%. 

 

The latest published decision making statistics for the District 

show that 100% of major planning applications (2 major 

applications) were determined in the Quarter Jan-March 2014. 

One of these in less than 13 weeks, and one with an agreed 

extension over 13 weeks. 

For Quarter Apr-June 2014, 100% (2 major applications) were 

determined in less than 13 weeks. 

Over a 2 year period over 90% of major applications were 

determined within 13 weeks. 

 

 

 

To exceed national targets for the quality of decision making on 

major planning applications by ensuring that in at least 50% of 

planning appeals on all major planning applications, the 

Council’s decision to refuse is upheld (measured over a two 

year period). 

 

Achieved. Over the last two years no major planning 

applications have been refused, and therefore no appeals 

have been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate on the 

refusal of major planning applications. Thus reflecting the 

Council’s positive approach by working proactively with 

applicants prior to the submission of planning applications.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


