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� The assessment concludes that multi-typology open spaces should be encouraged 
so biodiversity is an integral part of recreational open space. 

Description of provision in Walsall Metropolitan Borough 
7.40. Walsall Metropolitan Borough falls in the southeast of the study area.  The less 

densely urban eastern half of the borough is included within the study boundary.  
Figure 7.1e shows distribution of current open space provision by typology as 
assessed in the Walsall Green Space Strategy 2006-2011 (Draft for consultation July 06).
The strategy did not set out any standards for analysis or for future provision, 
however the Urban Open Space SPD, April 2006 provides further summary of the 
current quantity of provision and targets for future provision.  This information is 
summarised in Table 7.5 below. 

Table 7.5: Current open space in Walsall Metropolitan Borough 

Open space type Existing quantity 
(ha) 

Existing quantity 
per 1000 
population 

Quantity 
standard 

Accessibility standard 

Parks and gardens 259.54 ha WGSS:1.02 ha per 
1000, SPD:1.0 ha 
per 1000 

SPD: 1.0 ha per 
1000 (the Council 
intends to improve 
and maintain 
improvement to all 
parks and gardens).

Natural and semi-
natural green 
spaces 

675.46 ha WGSS: 2.66 ha per 
1000 (0.97 ha per 
1000 of Local 
Nature Reserves) 
SPD: 3.7 ha per 
1000 

SPD: 0.0 ha per 
1000 (The 
emphasis will be on 
coping with 
increased pressure 
on existing 
provision) 

ANGSt used to assess 
existing. 

Amenity green 
spaces 

120.65 ha SPD: 0.5 per 1000 SPD: 0.4 ha per 
1000 

 

Provision for 
children and young 
people 

38.69 ha SPD: 0.2 ha per 
1000 

SPD: 0.2ha per 
1000 

240m 

Green corridors 32.89 ha       

Allotments   SPD: 0.2 ha SPD: 0.0 ha per 
1000 (The 
emphasis will be on 
coping with 
increased pressure 
on existing 
provision) 

 

Churchyards and 
cemeteries 

52.45 ha       

Sports pitches 
(Outdoor Sport 
facilities) 

80.46 ha SPD (Playing fields 
(including ancillary 
facilities)): 1.6 ha 
per 1000 

SPD: 1.6 ha per 
1000 
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Open space type Existing quantity 
(ha) 

Existing quantity 
per 1000 
population 

Quantity 
standard 

Accessibility standard 

School grounds and 
playing fields 
(Institutional land) 

2.03 ha       

Other green space   SPD: 1.1 ha per 
1000 

SPD: 0.0 ha per 
1000 (The 
emphasis will be on 
coping with 
increased pressure 
on existing 
provision) 

 

Overall 
unrestricted green 
space provision 
(WGSS) 

WGSS:1262.17 ha WGSS: 4.98ha         
SPD: 8.3 ha 

SPD: 2.6 ha 1200m from Borough sites 
(7no.)  
600m from Neighbourhood 
sites (43no.)  
400m from Local sites 
(236no.) 

7.41. Overall, Walsall Metropolitan Borough has 1262ha of unrestricted open space 
provision which equates to an average of 4.98ha per 1000 population. 

7.42. Natural and semi-natural spaces cover the greatest area of all the open space 
typologies at 675ha, accounting for over 53% of Walsall�s open space.  The key 
accessible larger sites (over 20ha) overlapping or within the study area include the 
following (from north to south): 

� Brownhills Common 
� Pelshall North Common 
� Goscote Valley 
� Clayhanger Common 
� Clayhanger Pools (limited access) 
� Shire Oak Park 
� Lime Pits Farm (limited access but surrounds the smaller Park Lime Pits Country Park)
� Barr Beacon 

7.43. The spaces which have been plotted as part of the Goscote Valley effectively form a 
green corridor which follows the Wyrley and Essington Canal and a section of 
dismantled railway into the middle of Walsall.  In addition to the network created by 
such groupings of open space sites, a number of narrower sections of green corridor 
have been identified as part of the Green Space Strategy. 

7.44. Parks and gardens cover the second largest area at nearly 260ha, accounting for just 
over 20% of Walsall�s open space.  These spaces are generally smaller in scale than 
the natural and semi-natural spaces with only two parks and gardens in the study area 
over 20ha, namely the Arboretum in Walsall (28ha) and the Airport Playing Fields to 
the southwest of Aldridge (36ha).  The other main parks and gardens within the 
study area are: 

� Holland Park 
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� Oak Park 
� Leighswood Park 
� Rushall Playing Fields 
� Anchor Meadow Playing Fields 
� Blackwood Park 
� Doe Bank Park 

7.45. In addition to these two main typologies a significant area is covered by amenity 
green space (nearly 121ha) which tends to be smaller sites within housing areas, 
prevalent in the more densely urban western half of the borough with a few 
scattered sites within the study area.  There are a small number of larger amenity 
spaces which are evident along the study boundary including Barn Lane Open Space 
near Shelfield and Borneo Street which forms part of the series of spaces along the 
Goscote Valley. 

7.46. Specific provision for children and young people occupies just 38.69ha, 3.1% of the 
borough�s open space provision and is unevenly distributed across the study area 
with no facilities in the settlement area of Pheasey in the south of the study area. 

7.47. Other typologies which contribute to the overall open space provision in the 
borough include cemeteries and churchyards (focused in the main settlement areas), 
outdoor sports facilities (although largely limited access), and institutional land 
(mainly schools). 

Key areas of deficiency/issues in Walsall Metropolitan Borough 

� The Green Space Strategy when read together with the Urban Open Space SPD, 
April 2006 suggests there is no quantity deficiency in the borough and that it 
compares relatively well against the similar authorities however this provision is 
not evenly distributed. 

� Due to this uneven distribution, deficiencies in access were identified which may 
require additional provision to be created to ensure all residents have good 
access to a range of open space.  This was assessed by applying the following 
accessibility standard to all open space, grouped by hierarchy based on the scale 
and function of provision, the resulting deficiencies are shown in Figure 7.1e:

o 1200m from Borough sites (7no.) 
o 600m from Neighbourhood sites (43no.)  
o 400m from Local sites (236no.) 

� In addition to this overall assessment of deficiency, natural/semi-natural green 
space and provision for children and young people were assessed against specific 
recommended standards which resulted in the following deficiencies being 
identified: 

o The borough does not meet Natural England�s ANGSt standards for 
natural green space with large areas of the borough which are further 
than 300m from a 2ha natural/semi-natural green space (the deficient 
areas are reflected in the overall deficiency mapping in Figure 7.1e).  
Deficiencies in access to larger sites are also evident, but to a lesser 
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extent, with areas of Aldridge and southeast Walsall being more than 
the recommended 2km from a 20ha site; 

o There are significant deficiencies in access to provision for children 
and young people (based on a 240m accessibility standard).  There is 
no quality assessment of current play provision. 

� Quality of other open space provision was assessed against the Green Flag Award 
criteria.  The average score for the borough was 35 out of 100 indicating overall 
open space quality is poor.  Scores ranged from poor to fair but with no specific 
geographic pattern.  Criteria against which sites consistently scored below 
average and which therefore need to be addressed were: 

o Grounds maintenance and horticulture 
o Equal access for all 
o Buildings and infrastructure maintenance 
o Signage 
o Provision of appropriate information/ education interpretation 

� 25 premier green spaces have been identified as part of the Green Space Strategy 
based on their significance, range of facilities and importance to local people.  
These sites are to be the focus of quality improvements aiming to meet the Green 
Flag Award standard.  (This includes Walsall Arboretum which has previously 
failed to achieve the award.) 

Description of provision in Birmingham City 
7.48. Birmingham City lies to the south of the study area and just the northern-most tip of 

this densely urban area falls within the study boundary.  Existing open space provision 
in the city is described in The Future of Birmingham's Parks and Open Spaces (SPD), 
November 2006, and the key data is summarised in the paragraphs and Table 7.6 
below. 

Table 7.6: Current open space in Birmingham City 

Open space type Existing 
quantity (ha) 

Existing quantity 
per 1000 population

Quantity standard Accessibility 
standard 

Urban parks and gardens 1055 ha (162 
sites) 

 (See paragraphs below 
about overall open 
space standards set out 
in UDP) 

 

Natural and semi-natural 
green spaces 

1991 ha (146 
sites) 

 

Amenity green spaces 191 ha (140 
sites) 

 

Provision for children and 
young people 

49 ha (86 sites)     UDP states 
catchment of 400m 
(5mins walk) for 
play areas and 
800m (10mins 
walk) for MUGAs. 
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Open space type Existing 
quantity (ha) 

Existing quantity 
per 1000 population

Quantity standard Accessibility 
standard 

Green corridors 111 ha (74 sites)

Allotments 276 ha (115 
sites) 

 

Churchyards and 
cemeteries 

203 ha (14 sites)

Sports pitches 1524 ha (306 
sites) 

 

Churchyards and 
cemeteries 

4 ha (4 sites)      

7.49. The study area encompasses or overlaps with just 10 of Birmingham�s 40 wards, as 
illustrated in Figure 7.1g, and includes the following: 

� Sutton Four Oaks 
� Sutton Trinity 
� Sutton Vesey 
� Oscott 
� Kingstanding 
� Erdington 
� Stockland Green 
� Perry Barr 
� Tyburn 
� Sutton Newhall 

7.50. As shown in Table 7.6, natural green space covers the largest area of all the open 
space typologies (1191ha).  Sutton Park at over 880ha is by far the largest individual 
space and with its nature conservation and heritage designations is the most 
significant open space in Birmingham and dominates this southern part of the study 
area.  This important natural green space is the main open space in Sutton Four Oaks 
ward but there are a number of smaller natural green spaces in the surrounding 
wards in this northern part of the Birmingham City including Hill Hook, Queslett and 
Perry Beeches Nature Reserves and Newhall Valley Country Park which is located 
just to the southeast of the study boundary. 

7.51. In addition to these natural green spaces, parks and gardens are well distributed 
throughout this part of the City.  The largest parks fall just outside the study 
boundary including Perry Park and Pype Hayes Park both around 40ha.  Within the 
study area there is a sinuous chain of smaller connected sites, formed mainly of park 
and garden sites interlinked by green corridor and natural green space sites (including 
Finchley Road Park, Twickenham Road Park, Perry Common Recreation Ground, 
Witton Lakes and Brookvale Park), which make an important green link from the 
southwest of Sutton Park towards the City centre. 
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7.52. With regard to provision for children and young people, there are just five sites 
identified within the study area specifically for this purpose. 

7.53. Other types of provision within the study area include scattered amenity green 
spaces, allotments and a number of playing pitches and sports facilities. 

7.54. In terms of assessing deficiencies, Birmingham�s Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 
sets standards against which existing provision will be measured (based on the 
NPFA�s six acre standard but adapted to reflect the built up nature of Birmingham).  
The quantity standards are as follows: 

� 2 ha of public open space/playing fields (including play) per 1000 population 
� 1.2 ha public and private playing field provision per 1000 population 

7.55. In addition, the UDP sets accessibility catchment areas for different scales of open 
space provision: 

� City wide catchment area (and beyond) for larger destination open spaces 
� Up to 3km catchment area for neighbourhood parks (i.e. main park for ward 

incorporating a range of facilities). 
� 800m catchment area for multi-use games area (MUGA) 
� 400m catchment area for local park, open space or play area. 

Key areas of deficiency/issues in Birmingham City 

� Of the 10 wards within/overlapping the study area, six achieve or exceed the 
City�s UDP target of 2ha open space provision per 1000 population.  Three 
wards, namely Oscott, Kingstanding and Erdington within the study area fall below 
this target. 

� Where the quantity standard is met or exceeded the priority is to enhance 
existing provision.  Sutton four Oaks ward is the largest ward within the study 
boundary and has over 4ha open space per 1000 population (well above the 2ha 
per 1000 quantity standard).  This is primarily due to the large scale of Sutton 
Park.  This does not mean that there is necessarily a surplus of provision because 
in terms of accessibility, such a space serves a strategic role and will be serving a 
wide catchment well beyond the ward boundary. 

� The 2006 SPD states that although the City are creating new play areas �on a 
citywide basis Birmingham is in the lowest quartile nationally for the number of 
playgrounds and play areas per 1,000 children, compared to other local authorities�. 

� The council are identifying potential sites for new allotment provision in areas of 
need and are exploring the potential for community plots within parks. 

� Quality of provision is an issue across the City.  Local parks and open spaces 
action plans have been produced to prioritise improvement and regeneration 
plans.  As well as improving existing provision, new provision is needed to help 
address the quantitative deficiencies.  The SPD highlights that new public open 
space needs to be well located and designed to contribute to improving the 
quality of life of the community.  It indicates there are lessons to be learned from 
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existing open space where issues of surveillance, spaces being poorly equipped, 
unsafe and poor quality result in low levels of use. 

� Due to the dense urban character of the City it may not always be possible to 
create new open space however there may be scope to re-define existing 
provision, increasing the range of functions and quality of existing sites. 

Description of provision in Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 
7.56. Sandwell Metropolitan Borough lies to the south of Walsall and west of Birmingham.  

The majority of the borough lies outside the study boundary but it is helpful to take a 
broad overview of open space provision in particular to establish existing or potential 
linkages between the study area and the urban centres of the Black Country 
boroughs. 

7.57. Sandwell Green Space Audit, Executive Summary 2006 describes existing open space in 
the borough.  Nearly 17% of the Borough is made up of accessible green space which 
equates to 4.24ha per 1000.  The distribution of open space provision is illustrated by 
typology in Figure 7.1f, which also indicates where sites are subject to restricted 
access. 

7.58. The map shows distribution is varied across the borough with the greatest 
concentration of open space in the northeast of the borough, overlapping with the 
study boundary.  This includes a series of large linked natural and semi-natural green 
space sites in Sandwell Valley either side of the M6, to the east of West Bromwich, 
resulting in West Bromwich town having the highest quantity, 6.57ha, of unrestricted 
green space per 1000 population (significantly above the 4.24ha per 1000 borough 
average).  A number of the sites are farmland with limited or no access but there are 
several key accessible sites including Biddleston Grove Open Space, Hill Farm Bridge 
Fields, Wilderness Lane SINC, Ray Hall Pastoral Land, Forge Mill Lake and Nature 
Reserve, Swan Pool/ Priory Wood (forming Sandwell Valley Country Park) and 
Sandwell Park Farm. 

Key areas of deficiency/issues in Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 

� The area of Sandwell close to the study boundary has the highest quantity of 
provision in the Borough and as a result most areas have good access to open 
space however deficiencies have been identified at a very local level (as illustrated 
in Figure 7.1f).  These deficiencies (including parts of Newton, Charlemont with 
Grove Vale and Great Barr with Yew Tree wards) may be partially addressed if 
access can be enhanced to those open spaces which are currently restricted. 

� Consultation showed that most residents thought there was not enough 
children�s play provision. 

� The 2006 audit highlighted that there is scope for improvement in overall green 
space quality.  Semi-natural green space sites did not score as highly as other 
typologies.  Issues raised through consultation as being barriers to use included 
feeling unsafe, anti-social behaviour, dog fouling, vandalism and graffiti.  People 
were keen to see better quality facilities, more litter bins, on site staff/ wardens, 
more dog bins and control of dog fouling. 
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KEY ISSUES 
7.59. The following issues and potential opportunities related to open space and recreation 

in the study area include the following: 

� Need to increase overall quantity of open space provision in areas where 
population is set to increase to maintain existing levels of provision per 1000 
population across a range of typologies. 

� Localised deficiencies in access to parks and gardens were identified in areas of 
Cannock Chase District and Lichfield District together with a need for more 
�park-like� spaces in Stafford town. 

� Deficiencies in access to semi-natural green spaces were identified in South 
Staffordshire, Cannock Chase District, Lichfield District and Walsall Metropolitan 
Borough. 

� Need for more and improved provision for children and young people was 
identified in all authorities within the study area. 

� Lack of local authority country park provision in Stafford Borough. 

� In densely urban areas there is limited scope for creating new open space sites. 

� Poor linkages to and between sites/ limited sustainable transport routes in some 
areas. 

� Quality issues arose through the various site audits including litter, dog fouling, 
vandalism, lack of signage/poor entrance presentation, lack of seating and in some 
areas grounds maintenance/ condition of grass and planted areas. 

� Due to scale, function and location there are a number of sites which serve a 
strategic role, with catchments which extend beyond the District/Borough 
boundaries including Cannock Chase, Shugborough Park, Beaudesert Old Park, 
Shoal Hill Common, Chasewater Country Park, Gentleshaw Common, Beacon 
Park, Hopwas Hayes Wood, Walsall Arboretum and Sutton Park.  A number of 
these are valued for their nature conservation interest and therefore recreational 
use needs to be carefully balanced with maximising biodiversity value. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
� Scope to secure contributions from developers in growth areas towards creating 

new open space provision to ensure existing levels of provision are sustained. 

� Explore opportunities to maximise the value of existing open spaces, where 
appropriate making them more multi-functional. 

� Create new semi-natural open spaces in areas of real deficiency. 

� Potential to create new facilities for children and young people within existing key 
open space sites and to create new small local play specific sites both for younger 
children and teenagers.  Steer towards �natural play�. 

� Potential to create new country park on edge of Stafford in association with 
growth of the town. 
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� Enhance the quality of existing open space provision, with aspiration to obtain 
Green Flag Award for key sites in each authority. 

� Explore opportunities to enhance the key strategic open space sites whilst 
considering nature conservation sensitivities. 

� Scope to improve linkages between existing open spaces and between key 
settlements, building on/extending existing routes and green corridors e.g. 
PROW, Sustrans trails, promoted routes, canal towpaths etc. 
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8. ACCESS 

8.1. Public rights of way along with green open spaces perform a vital function in 
supporting and delivering a range of national and local health, economic and 
sustainable transport objectives to improve people�s quality of life.  This section 
provides an overview of the existing opportunities for public access to open spaces 
and the wider countryside within the study area. 

8.2. The Cannock Chase to Sutton Park study area is formed of the following designated 
and permissive access routes and land: 

� Public Rights of Way  

� Promoted routes  

� Green Lanes 

� National, Regional and Local Cycle Routes and National Cycle Network links 

� CRoW, Common Land and Forestry Commission dedicated open access land 

� Environmental/ Higher Level Stewardship scheme (education and permissive 
access) 

8.3. The access network within the study area is shown in Figure 8.1a-d. It should be 
noted that much of the data has been taken from the Definitive Map so therefore 
does not include paths and other land which may be regularly used. 

EXISTING ACCESS ACROSS THE STUDY AREA 

 Public Rights of Way (PRoW) 
8.4. Table 8.1 indicates the total lengths of PRoW within the study area by 

administrative area.  Figure 8.1a records the PRoW throughout the study area. 

 Table 8.1: Length of PRoW within the study area by district 

Authority Total length of PRoW within 
study area (km) 

Stafford Borough  111.4 km 

South Staffordshire District 27.7 km 

Lichfield District 196.4 km 

Cannock Chase District 115.6 km 

Walsall City Not available 

Birmingham City Not available 

8.5. Cannock Chase (115.6 km), Lichfield (196.4 km) and Stafford (111.4 km) districts 
offer the greatest provision of PRoW.  Bridleways are concentrated within Cannock 
Chase AONB, Chetwyn�s Coppice (Cannock Chase), Gentleshaw Hill (Lichfield) and 
Shoal Hill (South Staffordshire) along with routes in the south west of Lichfield 
district.  Walsall and Birmingham offer the least quantity of PRoW and are without 



82

designated bridleways.  Surprisingly, there are no PRoW within Sutton Park, 
Birmingham. 

8.6. There is one road used as a public path in Chasewater Country Park west of Lichfield 
District as well as a Byway open to all traffic (BOAT) north of Lichfield town.  There 
is another BOAT within Stafford District north of Shugborough Hall.   

8.7. In general the current provision of PRoW within the study area is fragmented, often 
leading to isolated footpaths and bridleways which lead to cul-de-sacs forcing users 
on to nearby roads.   

8.8. Major roads in the study area, such as the M6 toll and waterways such as the 
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and the River Sow in Stafford act as physical 
barriers fragmenting the network further.   

Promoted Routes (Figure 8.1b) 
8.9. There are currently 24 promoted routes within the study area (a list of these can be 

seen in Appendix 5).  The routes range from long trails which pass through a number 
of districts and beyond, to shorter �doorstep� walks around local open spaces.   

8.10. Longer distance routes include the Staffordshire Way, Way for the Millennium and 
the Sabrina Way.  

8.11. The Staffordshire Way spans the length of the County from the edge of the Peak 
District in the north to Kinver Edge in the south.  The Way links with longer 
Regional walks and with the Heart of England Way at Cannock Chase Country Park.   

8.12. The Way for the Millennium spans the width of the County from Newport to Burton 
on Trent and passes through the north of the study area through Cannock Chase 
AONB.  The route follows the towpaths of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire and 
the Trent and Mersey canals and also utilises disused railway lines which provide easy 
walking routes.  

8.13. The Sabrina Way extends through the Cannock Chase AONB forming part of the 
National Bridle Route Network and is managed by The British Horse Society with 
partner local authorities.  It runs from Oxfordshire through five counties to 
Derbyshire providing a link between the Ridgeway and the Pennine Way.   

8.14. Shorter walks such as the Military History Foot Trails and the Wildwood to Watton 
Canalside Doorstep Walk provide easily accessible circular routes often through 
public open spaces taking in features of interest.  The vast majority of these walks are 
within the Cannock Chase and Stafford districts and pass through semi-natural 
landscapes.  

8.15. Promoted routes within the study area are concentrated around Cannock Chase 
AONB, Burntwood, Lichfield and Rugeley.  Outside of these areas there are very few 
Promoted Routes particularly in Birmingham, Walsall and south east of Lichfield.  

8.16. Cannock Chase Council are currently developing plans to create the Chase Heritage 
Trail which will offer walks and off-road cycling routes from Cannock to Rugeley 
passing through or close to historic sites that may have previously been difficult to 
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access.  The plans also aim to enhance the existing Museum of Cannock Chase and is 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Staffordshire Environmental Fund.  

Green Lanes (Figure 8.1b) 
8.17. There are seven Green Lanes within the study area, all are owned and managed by 

Staffordshire County Council and are located within South Staffordshire and Lichfield 
districts.  Although the Lanes are only short in length (ranging between 0.1km up to 
1.5km), they provide unrestricted access for walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  The 
use of Green Lanes could be promoted and integrated with new rights of way and 
other promoted routes. 

National, Regional and Local Cycle Routes (Figure 8.1c) 
8.18. National Cycle Routes 5 and 54 stretch from West Bromwich to Lichfield via 

Chasewater Country Park and form part of the West Midlands Cycle Route.   

8.19. There is one Regional Cycle Route which extends from Birmingham through Sutton 
Park to Streetly.  This route is linked to Sutton Coldfield Station by two National 
Network Links through Sutton Park.  Local cycle routes provide an extension to the 
national and regional routes. 

8.20. There are various National Cycle Network Links including: 

� Rugeley to Cannock Chase 

� Walsall to Long Wood Bridge along a disused railway linking with a local cycle 
route along the Beacon Way 

� Brescot Station (south of Walsall) to National Cycle Route 5 

� Sutton Coldfield Station to Sutton Park  

� Short section across Upper Witton linking with the off road cycle route which 
runs from Brookvale Park through Sutton Park before linking with the Regional 
Cycle Route 62 

� Along the tow path of the Wyrley and Essington Canal, near Brownhills, linking 
National Cycle Route 5 to Clayhanger Common 

� Through Burntwood to the National Cycle Route 5 

8.21. The cycle network within the study area is limited with routes being fragmented and 
cyclists often forced to use busy roads.   

Common Land 
8.22. Large areas of CRoW61 and Common Land are concentrated in and around Cannock 

Chase district with the largest commons located within the Cannock Chase AONB.  
This includes all Forestry Commission land which has been dedicated as open access.  
There are also clusters of CRoW and Common Land bordering Cannock Chase and 
Lichfield districts.  Staffordshire County Council owns the majority of Common Land 

 
61 Referring to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) which, amongst other provisions, makes new provision for 
public access to the countryside.   
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in the study area.  The location of Common Land and other open access land within 
the study area is shown in Figure 8.1d and listed in Appendix 5.   

8.23. Birmingham and Walsall districts do not contain any areas of Common Land although 
there are some small areas of CRoW land in Walsall including Barr Beacon, 
Brownhills Common and Shire Oak Nature Reserve.  

8.24. Large areas of CRoW and Common Land within and surrounding Cannock Chase are 
connected through existing PRoW and promoted routes, although there is a need to 
improve the network for cyclists and horse riders at most of these sites.  Smaller 
areas of CRoW and Common Land in Lichfield and Walsall districts are isolated.   

Environmental Stewardship and Higher Level Stewardship 
8.25. There are just three sites under the Environmental Stewardship Scheme and/ or 

Higher Level Stewardship within Lichfield District which include access provision (see 
Figure 8.1d).  Two sites, D W Cope and Brook Farms, currently allow educational 
access.  Brook Farm and Frog Lane also promote use of permissive footpaths. 

EXISTING INITIATIVES 
8.26. A statutory condition of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 is for each 

managing authority to produce a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP).  The aim 
of the RoWIP is to establish a framework for managing the rights of way network 
over the next ten years.  Within the Cannock Chase to Sutton Park Study Area there 
are RoWIPs for Staffordshire County, Birmingham and Walsall.  The targets of each 
of these plans are summarised below.   

Staffordshire County Council 
8.27. Stafford, Tamworth, Cannock, Lichfield and Rugeley are among the most populated 

urban areas in the County and it is anticipated that there will be increased demand 
for accessible land and paths surrounding these conurbations as well as access to 
sites with scenic value, for example Cannock Chase AONB is highlighted. 

8.28. The current density of routes available to walkers is generally good and evenly spread 
across the County with over 45% of the County above the average density.  
However over 54% of the County lacks any off-road network for horse riders and 
cyclists and even in areas such as Cannock Chase where the density is above average, 
the network is fragmented forcing users onto roads.  Consultation carried out by 
Staffordshire County Council (SCC) revealed that most horse riders felt that the 
network was insufficient and fragmented and they frequently use roads to create 
circular routes.  

8.29. Works to maintain the network are carried out on a reactive basis with very few 
regular proactive inspections carried out.  A user survey revealed that there is a need 
to improve physical access and to resolve network cul-de-sacs. 

8.30. The RoWIP highlights the importance of linear routes such as cycle tracks, horse 
routes, permissive routes and canal towpaths which can be linked with the public 
footpaths.  The RoWIP outlines five key themes which provide a framework for the 



85

future management of the local rights of way network.  The five themes are as 
follows: 

� A better signed, maintained and accessible path network 

� A more connected and safer network for all users 

� Encourage greater community involvement in the rights of way work 

� Protect the path network 

� Encourage greater use of the rights of way network by engendering an 
understanding of the benefits of outdoor recreation 

8.31. SCC has developed a Community Paths Initiative Scheme to grant-aid local path 
projects, which helps implement the targets set out in the RoWIP.  However, the 
initiative is currently oversubscribed by Parish and Town Councils and other 
community groups.  The RoWIP stated that there were also difficulties in persuading 
landowners to allow or promote access on their land.  

8.32. Section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 allows anyone with evidence to 
make an application to add, delete or amend the status of a route to the Definitive 
Map.  Only routes which have been used for 20 years or more can be added to the 
Definitive Map.  SCC has been inundated with Section 53 applications and currently 
has 236 applications outstanding which is thought to equate to 20 years� work.  The 
greatest number of outstanding applications are to add public footpaths and public 
bridleways.  

Birmingham 
8.33. The main aim of Birmingham�s RoWIP is to help reduce the number of barriers to 

people using the rights of way network by bringing it up to an acceptable level for the 
mobility and visually impaired.  The RoWIP states that this will be achieved through 
replacing stiles with accessible gates, improving the maintenance of path surfaces and 
providing adequate lighting and information.   

8.34. Public consultation revealed that respondents felt that the majority of rights of way 
within the borough were in a fair condition.  Results also indicated that the main 
reasons for not using rights of way were lack of information and restricted access.  

8.35. The RoWIP incorporates the work of Birmingham Local Access Forum as well as 
other Council policies including Birmingham�s Walk 2000 and the Council�s cycling 
policy.  The Council has also produced a walking and cycling map of the borough. 

8.36. Birmingham�s Local Access Forum is developing the policy proposals based around 
the key themes of: 

� Maintenance 

� Health 

� Better links to other city council plans and policies 

� Signs and publicity 
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� Use of central reservations for cycling 

� Constituency plans 

� Barriers to walking and gating orders 

� Ethnicity 

� Monitoring 

� Strategic routes 

� Pedestrian crossings 

� Horses 

8.37. The Walk 2000 initiative promotes walking for health in Birmingham by providing 
guided walks in every ward round 2 km of parkland or open space.  The initiative has 
three main aims to: 

� Waymark 2km of walking routes in parks and open spaces 

� Provide walking groups led by qualified walk leaders 

� Train people to become walk leaders on a nationally accredited course 

8.38. There are approximately 46km of off-road cycle routes in Birmingham some of which 
provide access to the natural environment.  The Birmingham City Council�s cycling 
policy is to:  

� Develop a city-wide cycle route network 

� Identify and tackle dangerous locations for cyclists 

� Take cyclists� needs into account in all road maintenance and construction 

� Encourage cycling for all journeys but especially under five miles 

� Provide more cycle parking facilities 

8.39. Horse riders are a small percentage of total users of the rights of way network in 
Birmingham and there are only 2.6km of bridleways within the city, the majority 
(94%) of which are in Sutton Coldfield.  The RoWIP suggests that there is a significant 
level of suppressed demand for horse riding routes and therefore the extension of 
the horse routes within the district should be considered.    

Walsall 
8.40. The RoWIP for Walsall Borough draws on significant opportunities to improve 

existing PRoW and the development of new routes to improve permeability and 
access between key regeneration areas and other areas of housing, employment and 
local facilities.   

8.41. Walsall Borough�s RoWIP action plan aims to: 

� Improve access to PRoW for all user groups with particular emphasis on 
improving access for the mobility and visually impaired 
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� Ensure that improvements to existing PRoW and creation of new routes are 
secured during regeneration of priority areas to meet present and future demand 

� Introduce improved co-ordinated information, which promotes and encourages 
all users to access PRoW 

� Review current maintenance and inspection procedures and investigate scope for 
further improvements 

� Investigate re-aligning definitive routes with promoted walks and as walked routes 
allowing pooling of resources for improvements and providing a more joined up 
network 

� Review existing crime prevention and �alley gating� procedures on PRoW 

� Review and improve as necessary current management and improvement 
programmes for PRoW and access land building upon the success of recent 
programmes 

� Investigate reclassification of roads used as public paths, restricted byways and 
previously incorrectly recorded byways open to all traffic and introduce a 
programme for reclassification and improvements 

8.42. The Council is set to achieve the aims of the RoWIP by developing strategic 
corridors across the borough an example of this is the Green Bridge Proposal which 
will create a shared route for walking, cycling and horse riding between Sandwell and 
Walsall.   

8.43. It is also an aim of the Council to ensure improvements to PRoW are highlighted 
within key strategies and ensure that officers work closely with regeneration and 
planning services.   

8.44. Walsall Council is currently discussing potential partnership arrangements with 
British Waterways and other parties with a view to link highway based pedestrian 
and cycle tracks with canal tow paths.  The RoWIP identifies the opportunity to 
restore the disused Lichfield and Hatherton Canals.  Areas of tow path within the 
study area which have been highlighted for accessibility improvements include: 

� Pelsall Lane/ Clayhanger Lane (links to Sustrans Route 5 and several PRoW) 

� Pier Street Bridge (near to Brownhills District Centre, Clayhanger Common and 
new housing, some potential to link to PRoW) 

� Brawns Road Bridge and Riddians Bridge (potential links to PRoW off Aldridge 
Road, Bosty Lane and Barr Beacon area) 

� Gillity Bridge (potential links to PRoW around Truro Road area) 

Natural England � Integrated access mapping 
8.45. Natural England has drafted an integrated access map covering the extent of the BEA 

(see Figure 8.2).  This is part of a pilot exercise which through aggregation of 
various datasets relating to access e.g. total length of PRoW in a particular area, 
results in an overall accessibility rating.  As shown in Figure 8.2, the concentration of 
PRoW and other access routes at Cannock Chase and Sutton Park highlights these 
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areas as having a high percentage rating i.e. they are very accessible.  In contrast 
lower percentages identify poorer accessibility in other areas of the BEA.  

KEY ISSUES 
� Fragmented PRoW which often lead to cul-de-sacs. 

� Path surfaces are in a generally poor-fair condition with less used paths 
overgrown. 

� Routes are not sufficiently promoted and there is insufficient signage. 

� Lack of mixed use access and circular routes particularly for horses and cyclists 
often forcing users onto busy roads. 

� There are no mapped promoted routes within Walsall and Birmingham Districts. 

� Common and CRoW land in Lichfield and Walsall is poorly connected. 

� The area south of Burntwood is largely devoid of public access routes and limited 
links with surrounding settlements for example there are no routes linking 
Birmingham and Cannock. 

� With the exception of Sutton Park, there are no large visitor destinations or 
open spaces in the southern section of the study area. 

� The M6 toll, A38, A50, A5 and A449 corridors effectively sever the network and 
present highway safety issues for users, particularly horse riders and cyclists. 

� Authorities have not been able to process Section 53 applications to update the 
Definitive Map. 

� Rights of way network is currently viewed on a district/ county wide basis and 
there is a need for greater links between each administrative area. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
� Develop local partnerships and identify resources to aid the development of the 

rights of way network. 

� Provide greater connectivity of the existing network particularly bridleways and 
off-road cycle routes.  Improvements to the network could be made through 
upgrading existing rights of way and utilising disused railways and canals to create 
circular routes.  There is potential for the National Cycle Network Link near 
Brownhills to be extended to Shire Oak Nature Reserve. 

� Promote use of Green Lanes and consider connecting with existing and proposed 
routes. 

� Improve condition of paths through regular monitoring and routine maintenance. 

� Improve promotion of rights of way within the study area and develop guided 
walks with trained leaders. 

� Ensure routes have adequate signage. 
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� Investigate opportunities to create new routes where current provision is 
insufficient, for example Sutton Park, Birmingham and between Beacon Barr and 
Sutton Park. 

� Improve connections with smaller Common and CRoW Land within Lichfield and 
Walsall districts. 

� Promote routes along disused railways and canals including the Wyrley and 
Essington Canal and the Lichfield and Hatherton Canals. 

� Consider opportunities to overcome physical barriers to established routes 
through installation of crossing points and green bridges. 

� Encourage landowners to enter into the Environmental Stewardship and Higher 
Level Stewardship schemes to encourage educational and permissive access 
particularly in south west Lichfield, Birmingham and Walsall districts. 

� Encourage working relationships with administrative bodies to develop access to 
surrounding districts and beyond. 

� Incorporate the Heritage Trail proposals into the GI proposals. 
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9. EXISTING INITIATIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

9.1. This section identifies the key existing initiatives and partnerships working 
within/adjacent to the BEA which are likely to play a role in the future planning, 
management, funding and delivery of Green Infrastructure (a number of these are 
identified on Figure 9.1).  This review in turn highlights issues and opportunities 
which can be taken forward through this draft GI Action Plan. 

NATURAL ENGLAND 
9.2. Natural England is the government�s advisor on the natural environment.  Their remit 

is to ensure sustainable stewardship of the land and sea so that people and nature can 
thrive and to ensure that England�s rich natural environment can adapt and survive 
intact for future generations to enjoy.  Their responsibilities include: 

� Managing England�s green farming funding schemes (including Environmental 
Stewardship ELS and Higher Level Stewardship HLS Schemes), paying over 
£300million/year to over 55,000 agreement holders 

� Increasing opportunities for everyone to enjoy the wonders of the natural world 

� Reducing the decline of biodiversity and licensing of protected species across 
England 

� Designating National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

� Managing most National Nature Reserves and notifying Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest 

9.3. In order to achieve their remit Natural England work closely with farmers and land 
managers; business and industry; planners and developers; national, regional and local 
government; interest groups and local communities to help them improve their local 
environment.  In terms of future planning and delivery of Green Infrastructure in the 
West Midland�s region they have a key advisory role in terms of comment on the 
development of the Regional Spatial Strategy and Local Development Frameworks. 

ELS/ HLS funding 
9.4. The West Midlands: Higher Level Stewardship Theme Statement sets out a number 

of key themes that funding seeks to address.  In addition there are two HLS Target 
Area Statements which set out target land management activities which could in turn 
deliver Green Infrastructure benefits within the BEA.  The main target/opportunity 
areas identified in the two statements are summarised below. 

The Staffordshire Heathlands Target Area 

9.5. The Staffordshire Heathlands Target Area covers much of the central and southern 
section of the BEA including Cannock Chase, a central band running from Cannock 
Wood down to Walsall and Sutton Park (see Figure 9.1).  The target area is 
identified as important for its significant contribution to the Biodiversity, Historic 
Environment, Landscape and Access HLS objectives.  Priorities identified are: 



92

� Maintain/restore/create important areas of the following habitats: heathland, 
acid grassland old meadows and pastures and wood pasture and 
parkland 

� Positive management of visible and below ground archaeological and 
historic features that are assessed as a priority in the region such as prehistoric, 
roman and medieval settlement features and the Great War camps 

� Protect, maintain and restore historic landscapes and their features, such 
as parkland where they are assessed as a priority in the region 

� Maintain or restore historic buildings that are assessed as a priority in the 
region 

� Create new permissive access where there is identified demand or need in 
order to link people with places, enhance existing networks and/or provide 
opportunity to improve people�s understanding of the farmed environment 
through educational access. For example, through the provision of links with the 
Public Rights Of Way (PRoW) network, open access sites or routes around the 
urban fringes of Cannock and Walsall to points of interest such as watersides 
(Rushall, Wyrley and Essington Canals), historic sites and environmental features 

The Staffordshire Washlands Target Area 

9.6. The Staffordshire Washlands Target Area includes the northern tip of the BEA (see 
Figure 9.1); this area east of Stafford is identified as important for its significant 
contribution to the Biodiversity and Historic Environment HLS objectives.  The area 
encompasses the floodplains of the Upper Trent, the River Sow and the lower 
reaches of the River Penk.  Priorities identified are: 

� Maintain/restore/create important areas of wetland habitats within the 
floodplain particularly floodplain grazing marsh 

� Provide habitat for the wet grassland birds (range-restricted farmland birds) 

� Positive management of visible and below ground archaeological and 
historic features that are assessed as a priority in the region such as through 
the restoration of traditional water meadows, archaeological sites and structures 

� Protect, maintain and restore historic landscapes and their features, such 
as parkland and battlefields where they are assessed as a priority in the region e.g. 
Hopton Heath Registered Historic Battlefield site 

� Maintain or restore historic buildings that are assessed as a priority in the 
region 

� Create new permissive access where there is identified demand or need in 
order to link people with places, enhance existing networks and/or provide 
opportunity to improve people�s understanding of the farmed environment 
through educational access. For example, through the provision of links with the 
Public Rights Of Way network, open access sites or routes around the urban 
fringes of Stafford and Stone to points of interest such as river and canal 
watersides, historic sites and environmental features 
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FORESTRY COMMISSION/ENTERPRISE 
9.7. The Forestry Commission (FC) is the Government Department responsible for 

�protecting, expanding and promoting the sustainable management of woodland and 
increasing their value to society and the environment�. FC has a wide range of roles 
including managing the forest estate in their ownership, regulating tree and woodland 
management, and issuing grants.  They also have an advisory role, providing support 
to woodland owners and managers and more widely, working in partnership with a 
range of national, regional and local bodies to promote and secure the many benefits 
which woodlands offer to the region.  Their work across the West Midlands is 
carried out in the context of national and regional policy and is influenced by two key 
documents; England�s Trees Woods and Forests Strategy62 and the Regional Forestry 
Framework �Growing our Future�63.

9.8. As part of the Regional Forestry Framework launched in 2004, a Woodland 
Opportunities Map (WOM) was produced.  This has subsequently been updated 
by a revised version 2 completed in 200764. The 2007 version comprises six maps, 
four are theme maps which indicate broad opportunities for woodland creation, 
compared to broad sensitivities at a landscape scale.  These combine to form the 
basis of an overall priority map which indicates broad brush regional priorities for 
woodland planting.  This provides a useful tool to assist the Forestry Commission in 
the targeting of grant funding across the region and also provides a useful reference 
for the development of this draft GI Action Plan. 

9.9. FC is a major landowner within the BEA, owning and managing large expanses of 
woodland at Cannock Chase (as shown in Figure 9.1), the majority of which is 
dedicated open access.  The management of this important Green Infrastructure 
asset is guided by FC�s Forest Design Plan (FDP) with the aim of providing 
multiple benefits. 

Cannock Chase Forest Design Plan 
9.10. Forest Design Plans (FDPs) are used by the Forestry Commission to demonstrate 

sustainable forest management on the public estate in the long-term and to define a 
10-year programme of approved work.  The current Cannock Chase Forest Design 
Plan covers 2685ha of FC land within the BEA. 

9.11. As identified in section 5 of this report there is a concentration of lowland heathland 
at Cannock Chase, this is intersected by areas of forest land.  The current FDP has 
identified the creation of substantial new heathland corridors as a key objective, 
created by the removal of trees to link core areas of the Cannock Chase SAC 
together, allowing the movement of heathland species and contributing to the 
targeted increase in this priority BAP habitat from 53 to 134ha.  This ties in with the 
national policy approach currently being developed by the Forestry Commission 

 
62 http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-7DYC7Z 
63 http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/forestry.nsf/byunique/infd-5wkk3n 
64 http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6n4gzu 
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regarding restoration and expansion of open habitats from woods and forests in 
England65.

9.12. There are also several ancient woodland sites on Forestry Commission land on 
Cannock Chase in varying states of �naturalness� ranging from ancient semi-natural 
woodlands (ASNW) to plantation conifer.  The current FDP has identified 
restoration of plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) as a major issue and 
this will contribute to the Lowland Broadleaf Woodland BAP targets.  All PAWS will 
be gradually restored to native species over the next 40 years, increasing the ASNW 
on FC land on the Chase from 47 to 151ha. 

England Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS) and regulatory role 
9.13. In addition to managing their own land, the FC has a regulatory responsibility to 

ensure that there is no net woodland loss overall, and more specifically, to afford 
protection to all Ancient Woodland sites from development threats through advice, 
grant support, and regulatory controls.  The FC also has regulatory roles in the fields 
of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for forestry projects, European Protected 
Species (EPS) regulations, and Open Access (under the CRoW Act) on dedicated 
woodland areas (such as most of the FC estate on Cannock Chase). 

9.14. The FC manages grant funding through the England Woodland Grant Scheme 
(EWGS) that can be targeted at appropriate woodland management and creation, and 
aligned with NE funding and targeting priorities.  Priorities for the next couple of 
years include woodland management to meet woodland bird PSA66 targets, creation 
of native woodlands to support Green Infrastructure and climate change adaptation, 
and forest schools.  The FC is also working closely with Natural England over 
delivery of a Rural Enterprise (forestry) Grant.  This will help to support local forest 
industry related businesses and may possibly attract inward investment for local 
timber processing and/ or green energy delivery. 

 FOREST OF MERCIA 
9.15. The Forest of Mercia (FoM) is one of ten community forests in England67. The 

Community Forest Programme was developed in the early 1990's to enable people 
who live in large towns or cities to have improved facilities and access in respect of 
their natural environment.  The FoM covers approximately 21,000ha including a large 
area of the central/ southwestern part of the BEA (see Figure 9.1) made up of a 
network of woodlands, hedgerows, heathlands, farmlands, wetlands, lakes and 
grassland in various ownerships.  The Forest of Mercia aims to: 

� Improve the environment 
� Regenerate communities 
� Enhance quality of life 

9.16. This is achieved through work on the ground, encouraging involvement and inclusion 
and through regional and local awareness raising and influencing.  Trees, woodlands 

 
65 http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-7fch5d 
66 PSA � Public Service Agreement targets 
67 http://www.communityforest.org.uk/aboutenglandsforests.htm 
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and forests are used as the focus for all of this activity.  The founding basis for the 
Forest is a government-approved Forest Plan prepared in the 1990s which sets out 
a 30-year vision for landscape-scale improvement to improve the visual quality of the 
area and enable derelict and under-used land to be brought into beneficial use. The 
objectives of the plan include: 

� To achieve a significant level of landscape improvement 

� The development of woodland-based recreation facilities 

� The provision of additional and more effective public access to the countryside 

� The creation of local employment opportunities through increased timber 
production and farm and forestry enterprises 

� The safeguarding and enhancing of existing sites of nature conservation value and 
the creation of new habitats for wildlife 

� The creation of a series of inter-related landscapes to meet the increased interest 
in environmental education 

9.17. The Forest is managed as a partnership between local authorities and local, regional 
and national partners including the Forestry Commission and Natural England.  A key 
purpose of the FoM is to create a patchwork of habitats, including woodland and 
heathland in and around the urban core of the Birmingham/ Black Country 
conurbation, and to promote economic regeneration.  It works to improve local skills 
and engage communities and landowners in woodland and heathland management.  
The Forest of Mercia are based at the Innovation centre at Chasewater Country Park 
(within Lichfield District) which is a centre for forest activities and supports the 
development of forestry-related micro business to develop the woodland economy. 

9.18. The Forest Plan identifies a number of proposals and options for the following six 
landscape character zones outlined below: 

Landscape 
character zone 

Definition of character zone and 
principles for improvement 

Geographic areas identified in 
1990s Forest Plan68 

Historic 
landscapes 

Mature landscapes with a landscape 
pattern derived from 18th century 
designed parklands.  Develop 
restoration and management proposals 
following historic landscape survey. 

� Teddesley Park 
� Hatherton Hall 
� Hilton Park 
� Maple Hayes 
� Great Barr Hall 

Small to 
medium scale 
agricultural 
landscapes 

Small scale irregular field patterns often 
remnant of pre-enclosure landscapes, 
featuring small scale woodlands.  
Agriculture to remain the main landuse 
with opportunities for planting in field 
boundaries and corners with occasional 
block planting of small copses. 

� Hatherton to Snareshill; 
� Watling St south to Fishley 
� Chorley south to Burntwood 
� Mill Green 
� Land to west of Barr Beacon 

Medium to large 
scale agricultural 
landscapes 

Ranging from regular field pattern post-
Enclosure Act to larger field structure 
following agricultural change.  Scope for 
larger scale plantations, retaining as open 

� Eastern edge of Forest 
(Ashmore south to 
Hammerwich, Land east of 
Aldridge) 

68 It should be noted that the Forest Plan dates from the 1990s and therefore some of the proposals will have been 
progressed and so sites may not all be relevant to the draft GI Action Plan.  Some sites are located in the west of the 
Forest of Mercia which falls outside of the BEA/study boundary. 
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Landscape 
character zone 

Definition of character zone and 
principles for improvement 

Geographic areas identified in 
1990s Forest Plan68 

landscape with woodlands. � Land east of Barr Beacon 
� Wolgarston to Gailey 

Forestry 
planting 

Large scale woodland planting with 
glades, meadows and rides to provide 
visual and ecological variety and to cater 
for public access and recreation. 

� Moseley east to Landywood 
� Kingswood Area 
� Land around Rawnsley, 

Wimblebury and Burntwood 
� North Walsall 
� Anson Bank to Shoal Hill 

Scrub and 
heathland 

Limited tree planting opportunities in 
these important nature conservation 
areas predominantly open lowland 
heathland. 

� Shoal Hill 
� Hednesford Hills 
� Clayhanger and Wyrley 

Common 
� Norton Bog 
� Gentleshaw Hill 
� Barr Beacon and Pelsall North 

Common 
� Brownhills Common and 

Chasewater Heath 
� Bleak House Area 

Other land uses 
in woodland 
settings 

The options in this zone focus on 
integrating future development 
(proposed at the time of writing the 
Forest Plan in the 1990s) with the 
surrounding countryside through dense 
tree planting to minimise visual impact 
and to allow effective linkages with the 
wider Forest. 

� Land at Wobaston Rd, Pendford 
� Royal Ordnance Factory, 

Featherstone 
� Greenfield Lane 
� Hilton Main 
� Pye Green Valley 
� Hednesford Brickworks 
� Chasewater 
� The Grove Colliery, Wyrley 
� Beacon Park 

9.19. A number of these are still likely to be of relevance today and could be progressed 
through the draft GI Action Plan. 

BLACK COUNTRY CONSORTIUM LTD: THE FUTURE OF 
THE BLACK COUNTRY 

9.20. The Black Country sub-region comprises the City of Wolverhampton and the 
Metropolitan Boroughs of Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall (see Figure 9.1).  The Black 
Country Consortium Ltd (BCC) �is an organisation of regeneration, investment and 
property professionals whose remit is to enable and commission holistic regeneration across 
the Black Country, from development to tourism, sport and skills.  BCC works closely with its 
public, private and third sector partners, marshalling the energies and enthusiasm that 
promote and deliver meaningful joint sub-regional working, of the growth and enrichment of 
the Black Country as a whole�.

9.21. The BCC developed the �Future of the Black Country Study (2006)� which sets out 
the Urban Renaissance Strategy for the Black Country.  It sets out why the Black 
Country needs to change; what needs to be done; where the change is going to take 
place; and how the change will be brought about.   



97

9.22. The Preferred Strategy sets out a number of Key Growth Programmes including 
Point 6 Transforming the environment: �Black Country as an urban park� which 
has three principles: 

1. Beacons will highlight the most distinctive characteristics of the Black Country 
(physical objects e.g. sculptures and buildings or flagship events and festivals). 

2. Corridors will facilitate sustainable movement around the Black Country using its 
environmental assets, including canals, walkways and cycle routes. 

3. The environment within communities will be enhanced � emphasising past and 
future community areas by their distinctive character 

9.23. The following beacons and corridors appear in the study area: 

Reference Proposed Strategic 
Corridor/ Beacon 

Strategic Function Potential Sub-
Regional Network 
Role 

LC10 Walsall � Brownhills 
(including links to 
Chasewater) 

1. Housing Corridor 
1. Housing market 
renewal 
5. Connect assets 

2. Walk/cycle 
3. Canals 
5. Parkland 

LC3 Walsall � Barr Beacon � 
Sandwell Valley � West 
Bromwich Green 
Corridor (including Sutton 
Park link) 
Including landscape 
beacons 2,3 and 7.   

3. Connect centres 
4. Connect BEAs 
5. Connect assets 
6. Identify BC 

1. Living landscapes 
2. Walk/ Cycle 
3. Canals 
5. Parkland 
6. Heritage 
7. Topography 

LB 2 Walsall Town Centre 
(public realm and Art 
Gallery) 

Strategic Centre 
Identify BC 

6. Heritage 

LB7 Barr Beacon Gateway 
Identify BC 

6. Heritage 

9.24. The Black Country Environmental Infrastructure Guidance (EIG) Draft December 
2008 describes a method for delivering Green Infrastructure.  The Phase 1 approach 
identifies a number of key functions: 

� Character, Identity and Landscape 
� Natural Processes 
� Nature 
� Recreation and Well-Being 
� Sustainable Movement 

CANNOCK CHASE AONB PARTNERSHIP 
9.25. The management and conservation of Cannock Chase AONB is the responsibility of 

the AONB Partnership, led by a Joint Committee of local authorities in whose area 
the AONB falls (see Figure 9.1).  As highlighted in section 6 of this report, the 
vision for the future of Cannock Chase is set out in the latest management plan 
(2009-2014).  The management plan identifies key objectives and actions for achieving 
the vision for the Chase over the next five years and has been reviewed with support 
and input from the local authorities, local community, and other stakeholders.  It will 
be the guiding document for the future management of the Chase.  As a key Green 
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Infrastructure asset within the BEA, it will be critical for the AONB Management Plan 
to be referred to in conjunction with the development and delivery of this draft GI 
Action Plan. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND OTHER LANDOWNERS 
9.26. Section 7 of this report highlights the quantity and diversity of open spaces which are 

managed by the seven local authorities (LAs) and other landowners which fall 
within/overlap with the BEA.  These open spaces contribute to the overall Green 
Infrastructure assets in the study area and therefore the involvement of the LAs and 
other key landowners in the development of this draft GI Action Plan will be 
essential. 

KEY ISSUES 
� There are a number of existing initiatives and organisations which are able to 

provide a good understanding of many areas or aspects of the BEA. 

� Existing objectives, targets and proposals have been developed and should 
influence the development of the draft GI Action Plan. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
� Opportunities to link in with existing organisations to deliver the draft GI Action 

Plan including involvement of Natural England, the Forestry Commission, the 
Forest of Mercia, Black Country Consortium Ltd, AONB Partnership, Local 
Authorities, The National Trust, Woodland Trust etc. 

� The Forestry Commission are in the process of undertaking national consultation 
on their open habitats within woodlands policy.  This presents a potential 
significant opportunity for heathland creation on existing coniferous plantation 
within the BEA and in turn improved connectivity between existing heathland 
areas. 

� Incorporation and dovetailing of existing/identified initiatives into the draft GI 
Action Plan (e.g. Beacons, Corridors and Communities of the Black Country 
Environment/ Forest of Mercia initiatives/AONB vision).  

� Harness existing funding opportunities including the ELS/HLS and highlight targets 
specific to the BEA GI study. 

� Incorporate priorities identified by existing funding initiatives (e.g. provision of 
links with the Public Rights Of Way network, open access sites or routes around 
the urban fringes of Stafford and Cannock and Walsall to points of interest such 
as river and canal watersides, historic sites and environmental features). 
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PART TWO: GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ANALYSIS, 
KEY ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES 
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10. GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES, 
OPPORTUNITIES AND DEFICIENCIES 

10.1. Part 1 of this report has identified issues and opportunities relating to each 
characterisation theme and this section draws these together into a summary 
enabling cross-cutting themes/issues to be identified.  In addition an assessment 
against the Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) has been carried out to 
provide broad indications of areas of Green Infrastructure (GI) deficiency as 
summarised below.   

SUMMARY OF OVERALL KEY ISSUES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Socio-economic character 

Key issues 

10.2. Areas in most need of access to high quality Green Infrastructure include the densely 
urban parts of Birmingham, Walsall and Sandwell where the concentration of 
deprivation is greatest. Areas with high levels of employment deprivation, disability 
deprivation, living environment deprivation and barriers to housing and services are 
also identified. It is recognised that projected population growth will also increase the 
need/ demand for Green Infrastructure and its associated functions/benefits. The 
West Midland Regional Economic Strategy identifies that actions which improve the 
region�s cultural offer and natural assets are important for the economy and the 
quality of life of residents. Existing elements of GI in the BEA deliver a multitude of 
economic benefits.  

Opportunities 

10.3. Areas of deprivation and deficiency could be targeted to include provision of GI, 
enhanced access and associated services/ activities such as education/training. There 
is potential for GI to reinforce and create new links with the local and regional 
economy and incorporate key visitor attractions and heritage features. The socio -
economic benefits of GI should be highlighted to attract additional funding and 
businesses in the area should be encouraged to use products/outputs from the BEA. 

Biodiversity 

Key issues 

10.4. The BEA currently supports nearly 40% the region�s lowland heath, the majority of 
which is concentrated at Cannock Chase and Sutton Park, together with important 
concentrations and networks of woodlands and grasslands.  The rich biodiversity 
resource in the BEA faces a broad range of issues including habitat fragmentation, 
deterioration of existing nature conservation sites, management of increased visitor 
numbers, climate change, farmland and agricultural intensification and institutional/ 
cultural barriers to habitat restoration.  
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Opportunities 

10.5. There is scope to develop an effective ecological network across the BEA through 
buffering and managing existing habitats, targeted habitat restoration and creation of 
appropriate new habitats.  This will help protect existing sensitive sites, expand the 
overall area of BAP habitat and in turn deliver a range of other GI functions.  As 
highlighted in the draft opportunity mapping (see Figure 5.6) the BEA presents one 
of the major potential locations within the region for creating new lowland heath 
with associated ambitious targets to be achieved by 2026.  Opportunities for 
restoration of former mineral sites should be considered. The biodiversity value of 
urban habitats should be maximised and this may also contribute to reducing visitor 
impacts on SSSIs and SACs further afield. Local authorities should be encouraged to 
use national indicators to monitor the condition of ecological sites and ensure 
appropriate management.  At this landscape scale focusing on charismatic species 
could be an effective way of generating public support for restoration work.   

Landscape character and cultural heritage 

Key issues 

10.6. The loss and condition of landscape features and semi-natural vegetation types that 
define the area�s character is apparent. Heathland, archaeological/historic sites, 
hedgerows and woodlands are vulnerable to inappropriate land management and 
other pressures.  The impact of housing growth, urban fringe pressures, aggregates 
extraction, poorly restored or un-restored mine workings, waste disposal and heavy 
recreational use/traffic in the Cannock Chase AONB have been identified as 
substantial issues. 

Opportunities 

10.7. Habitat types which define landscape character and historic features which provide 
sense of place should be incorporated into the GI.  Appropriate land management 
methods to conserve the landscape and heritage resource whilst providing economic 
benefits could be promoted.  Existing landscape character assessments can be used as 
a tool to inform appropriate GI provision relating to specific locations and the 
Staffordshire County Council Planning for Landscape Change document has identified 
priorities for restoration/ enhancement of key landscape characteristics and 
associated habitats across much of the BEA which should be used to inform GI 
provision. 

Open space 

Key issues 

10.8. The quantity of open space provision needs to increase to respond to population 
growth. However it is recognised that in densely urban areas the scope for creating 
new open spaces is limited. In certain areas existing deficiencies in access to parks 
and gardens and semi-natural green spaces are identified. Across all authorities there 
is a need for more and better provision for children and young people. Some areas 
have poor linkages to and between sites and limited sustainable transport routes. A 
number of quality issues also arose through site audits. The balance between nature 
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conservation and recreational use requires consideration at sites which serve a 
strategic role. 

Opportunities 

10.9. The quality and value of existing spaces should be maximised with aspirations to 
obtain Green Flag Awards. Key considerations for the creation of new spaces include 
creation of new semi-natural spaces in deficient areas, new facilities for children and 
young people and a new country park. Linkages between and to open space should 
be improved and key strategic open space enhanced with sensitivity to nature 
conservation. Contributions from developers in growth areas should be secured to 
ensure new open space is created and existing levels of provision are sustained. 

Access 

Key issues 

10.10. Fragmentation of PRoW, condition of path surfaces, inadequate promotion of routes, 
insufficient signage and lack of mixed use access (e.g. horse trails/cycle paths) are 
issues that occur throughout the BEA. The network is severed by busy transport 
corridors, some areas are particularly poorly connected and there are few large 
visitor destinations or open spaces in the southern part of the study area.  

Opportunities 

10.11. Connectivity of the existing network should be enhanced to create circular routes, 
green lanes should be incorporated and new routes should be created where current 
provision is inadequate. Maintenance is necessary to improve path condition, new 
crossing points would help overcome physical barriers and route signage and 
promotion is required to encourage use. Local partnerships and resources are 
needed to aid the development of the rights of way network and working 
relationships between administrative bodies should be encouraged to develop access 
to adjacent districts.  

Existing initiatives 

Key issues 

10.12. A number of initiatives and organisations currently provide a good understanding of 
many aspects of BEA. Existing objectives targets and proposals should be taken into 
consideration in the draft GI Action Plan.  

Opportunities 

10.13. Linkages between existing initiatives/ organisations should be made to aid delivery of 
the draft GI Action Plan.  Existing funding opportunities should be harnessed and 
priorities identified by existing funding initiatives should be addressed, e.g. the HLS 
targeting of the Staffordshire Heathlands and Staffordshire Washlands areas. 
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GI DEFICIENCY 

Method for creating an �accessible natural greenspace� map layer: 
10.14. Data on open space was received in multiple data formats from multiple data 

sources.  In order to create a comprehensive layer of accessible natural greenspace, a 
number of broad assumptions have had to be made.  The following steps were taken 
to create this layer: 

1. Combine all land in �other� ownership and assign broad typology (where possible, 
sites up to 10km from the study area have been included in recognition that 
larger sites at this distance from the study area can still contribute to meeting the 
standards for access to natural greenspace); 

2. Add in statutory nature conservation sites (merging smaller parcels of larger sites 
into one larger site); 

3. Add in non-statutory nature conservation sites; 
4. Assign a typology to each of the Local Authority open space data sets; 
5. Where no information on accessibility is provided, assume that the site is 

accessible; 
6. Remove sites smaller than 2ha; and 
7. Remove sites of unsuitable typology (outdoor sports facilities, civic spaces, 

institutional land, operational land and children and young people). 
 
10.15. The table below illustrates the types of sites that have been drawn upon to create a 

comprehensive layer of accessible natural greenspace.  Due to the coarseness of 
some of the datasets provided for this study, this dataset should only be used as a 
guide until more information is known about some of the sites. 

Table 10.1: Data sources drawn upon to create the layer of accessible 
natural greenspace and the assumptions made 

Data source Assumptions Included in accessible 
natural green space 
layer? 

Other land ownership 

Woodland Trust sites All are accessible Yes (if size >2ha) 

National Trust sites All are accessible Yes (if size >2ha) 

SCC countryside land All are accessible Yes (if size >2ha) 

Forestry Commission land All are accessible Yes (if size >2ha) 

Nature conservation data 

Statutory nature conservation 
sites 

All are accessible Yes (if size >2ha) 

Non-statutory nature 
conservation sites 

All are accessible Yes (if size >2ha) 

Open space data 

Parks and gardens Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

 

Yes (if size >2ha) 
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Data source Assumptions Included in accessible 
natural green space 
layer? 

Natural and semi-natural 
greenspaces 

Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

Yes (if size >2ha) 

Green corridors Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

Yes (if size >2ha) 

Outdoor sports facilities Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

No 

Amenity greenspace Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

Yes (if size >2ha) 

Allotments Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

Yes (if size >2ha) 

Cemeteries and churchyards Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

Yes (if size >2ha) 

Civic spaces Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

No 

Institutional land Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

No 

Children and young people Unless accessibility is known, assumed 
that sites will be accessible 

No 

Unknown typology Assume that these sites are suitable Yes (if size >2ha) 

Method for creating/applying ANGSt69 buffers: 
10.16. The four ANGSt distance thresholds (see below) have been applied to the newly 

created �accessible natural greenspace� map layer to enable areas of deficiency to be 
established: 

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt)

� No person should live more than 300m from their nearest area of accessible 
natural greenspace of at least 2ha in size 

� There should be at least one 20ha accessible natural greenspace within 2km from 
home 

� There should be one 100ha accessible natural greenspace within 5km 

� There should be one 500ha accessible natural greenspace within 10km 

10.17. The applied standards are illustrated as shaded distance buffers in Figure 10.1.
Once mapped, it is clear that all areas within the study area meet at least one of the 
ANGSt standards.  However, when looking at how each of the standards is being met 
in turn, it is possible to see some variations in access to natural greenspace. 

 
69 Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) developed by Natural England 
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No person should live more than 300m from their nearest area of accessible natural 
greenspace of at least 2ha in size: 

� There are large areas of the study area which are not within 300m of a site of 
2ha or larger.  Areas which are meeting the standard are mainly around Cannock 
Chase.  Large parts of Stafford and Lichfield are deficient in access at this level. 

There should be at least one 20ha accessible natural greenspace within 2km from home: 

� The majority of the study area is within 2km of a site of 20ha or more.  There 
are areas which do not meet this standard which are:  

o East of Stafford in the northern part of the study area; 
o Parts of Longdon Green in the eastern part of the study area; 
o A larger area between Stonnall, Shenstone and Aldridge; 
o Great Wyrley and Churchbridge in the western part of the study 

area; and 
o Gravelly Hill in the extreme south of the study area. 

There should be one 100ha accessible natural greenspace within 5km: 

� The majority of the study area is within 5km of a site of 100ha or more.  The 
exceptions are in the extreme north of the study area south west of Sandon, a 
small area to the west of the study area between Walsall and Bloxwich and a 
larger area running north to south between Burntwood and Lichfield. 

There should be one 500ha accessible natural greenspace within 10km: 

� The vast majority of the study area is within 10km of a site of 500ha or larger.  
The only exception is to the east of the study area between Lichfield and 
Tamworth. 

� The sites contributing towards meeting this standard are Sutton Park, Cannock 
Chase, Forestry Commission land at Beaudesert Old Park and Teddesley Park.  

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
10.18. A number of cross-cutting themes and key findings can be identified by drawing 

together the earlier analysis and the GI deficiency analysis outlined above: 

� The key habitat types found across the BEA (heathland, woodland, grassland, 
wetland and hedgerows) are critical in delivering biodiversity, socio-economic, 
landscape and cultural heritage benefits to the area.  The habitats are in a varied 
condition and some have become fragmented and isolated.   

� The most sensitive biodiversity assets need to be protected and enhanced 
through management, particularly the Cannock Chase SAC and other statutorily 
designated sites, with the focus being on diverting recreational pressure away 
from designated areas or to alternative sites where necessary.   
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� The most sensitive landscape and heritage assets need to be protected and 
enhanced through management, particularly but not exclusively the Cannock 
Chase AONB and designated heritage sites.   

� Access to the countryside and other open spaces is essential for healthy living 
and a good quality of life.  Adequate provision in terms of quantity and quality of 
open space and access to such space is better in some parts of the BEA than 
others.  Key deficiencies include access to semi-natural green spaces in Walsall 
Metropolitan Borough; South Staffordshire, Cannock Chase District and Lichfield 
District; lack of Country Park provision in Stafford Borough; and lack of 
provision for children and young people throughout the area.  A rapid application 
of Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards identifies patterns of deficiency 
across the BEA highlighting opportunity areas.   

� There is a need to improve management and maintenance of open spaces and 
Rights of Way throughout the BEA.   

� There is a substantial existing body of knowledge and existing partnerships which 
should be embraced and built upon to deliver the GI.   

� Sustainable land management of GI will be required to ensure longer term 
delivery and can help deliver additional economic, community and educational as 
well as environmental benefits.   

� The delivery of GI is essential to the regional economy in a number of ways 
including the distinct landscape character and heritage features providing a 
substantial visitor offer; food production and opportunities for adding value 
through schemes such as farm shops etc; providing training and employment 
opportunities; providing business opportunities through the re-introduction of 
traditional woodland management; and providing an attractive environment for 
business to locate themselves.   

� With the exception of the Mercia Forest, which covers only part of the BEA, 
there is little cross boundary thinking in terms of open space or access proposals.   
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PART THREE:  DRAFT VISION AND GI ACTION 
PLAN 
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11. DRAFT GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION 

11.1. This section provides a vision for a multi-functional Green Infrastructure (GI) for the 
Cannock Chase to Sutton Park BEA.  A series of aims which develop the vision are 
also presented here to address the themes considered in Part 1. 

11.2. As highlighted by PPS 1270, positive planning of GI is essential to ensure it can support 
proposed growth and development in a given area.  The principles of the BEA GI 
vision and resulting draft GI Action Plan will influence and be taken forward by the 
local authorities within the BEA as part of their Local Development Frameworks. 

THE DRAFT CANNOCK CHASE TO SUTTON PARK BEA 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION 

The underlying influences on the Cannock Chase to Sutton Park landscape will be 
conserved and enhanced to provide the backbone of Green Infrastructure across the BEA.  
Locally distinct character (ranging from the �wild� areas of heathland and woodland on the 
central Cannock Chase plateau and areas of ancient farmed and parkland landscapes rich 
in features of historical interest, through to the urban fringe landscapes which tell stories of 
a more recent industrial past) will be emphasised and protected through careful planning, 
design and management. 

The Green Infrastructure will deliver multi-functional benefits and will help improve quality 
of life for all. It will improve the natural asset base, with special attention being given to the 
most sensitive habitats and encourage further investment from the private and public 
sectors. 

The Green Infrastructure will form a network of well connected open spaces of varied scale, 
character and function to provide for people, wildlife and the environment. 

Contribution to the local economy 
11.3. The GI will maximise the contribution of the natural assets of the BEA to the local 

economy and residents by: 

� Promoting the BEA�s natural assets through marketing to enhance the visitor 
offer and benefit the tourist economy. 

� Promoting links between the regional population and local food producers to 
benefit the economy and reduce reliance on imported goods. 

� Establishing networks/ co-operatives and facilitating the establishment of 
infrastructure to encourage sustainable forms of land management. 

� Providing education opportunities across the spectrum of the curriculum focusing 
on particular themes which relate to the BEA, for example, history - Roman 
interventions through to the creation of deer and landscape parks; ecology � 

 
70 Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial Planning (refer to paragraph 1.4 of the introduction). 
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heathland and ancient woodland, and geography/geology and the mining 
traditions. 

� Providing training and employment opportunities which will arise from GI 
initiatives ranging from enhanced management and maintenance, re-introduction 
of traditional forms of land management and creation of new sites and features. 

� Providing opportunities for community participation in the development, 
implementation and management of GI. 

� Providing an attractive environment in which businesses can be located. 

Enhancing biodiversity 
11.4. The GI will provide a healthy and natural environment with enhanced biodiversity by: 

� Protecting existing sensitive habitats, particularly heathland, through buffering, 
reduction of fragmentation and diverting visitor pressure. 

� Conserving, enhancing, restoring and creating habitats to work towards achieving 
(draft) regional and local BAP habitat targets within the West Midlands Regional 
Spatial Strategy, guided by the developing regional and local opportunity and 
network mapping. 

� Developing a landscape that has increased capacity to adapt to climate change 
including expansion of habitats which assist with flood alleviation e.g. floodplain 
grazing marsh, reedbeds and ponds/ lakes. 

� Development of management plans and sustainable forms of management to 
benefit nature conservation interests of all internationally, nationally and locally 
important sites.  Priority will be given to the Special Areas of Conservation, Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest, National Nature Reserves and Local Nature 
Reserves. 

Conserving and enhancing landscape character and cultural heritage 
11.5. The GI will conserve and enhance the landscape character and cultural heritage 

assets by: 

� Conserving and enhancing local variations in landscape character by drawing on 
landscape character assessments to inform planning, design and management of 
Green Infrastructure. 

� Re-introducing traditional forms of land management including grazing, woodland 
management and hedge laying. 

� Conserving and enhancing the most sensitive landscapes including the Cannock 
Chase AONB by promoting locations for sustainable recreation use within and 
surrounding the designated area and through the development of landscape 
improvements. 

� Protecting, enhancing, restoring and interpreting where appropriate, features of 
historical interest with priority being given to Registered Parks, Scheduled 
Monuments and Registered Battlefields but not excluding non-designated sites. 
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Increasing access to open space and rights of way 
11.6. The GI will ensure all residents have good access to open space and in particular to 

semi-natural spaces to encourage a healthy and active lifestyle by: 

� Providing new, high quality accessible green space close to residential/ urban areas 
which provide informal and formal recreation as well as play. 

� Increasing provision in response to projected population growth in the key 
settlement areas ensuring opportunities arising through new development are 
utilised to address existing deficiencies as well as ensuring adequate future 
provision. 

� Providing enhanced standards of management and maintenance of existing open 
space. 

11.7. The GI will provide an integrated and accessible Rights of Way network and 
encourage sustainable movement throughout the BEA by: 

� Providing improved maintenance and signage. 

� Addressing the needs of the mobility and visually impaired. 

� Protecting and expanding the Rights of Way network to provide effective links 
between settlements and open spaces. 

� Ensuring that adequate consideration is given to routes which cross county and 
borough boundaries. 

� Overcoming physical and perceived barriers to access. 

� Encouraging permissive access in areas formerly closed to members of the public. 

� Encouraging use of public transport to access open spaces. 

Building on existing initiatives and partnerships 
11.8. The GI will build on existing initiatives and partnerships by: 

� Incorporating pre-identified projects. 

� Applying for funding specific to areas within the BEA which are compatible with 
the GI vision and aims. 

� Involving key stakeholders in the delivery of the GI. 
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12. DRAFT GI ACTION PLAN 

12.1. This section sets out the action required to deliver the vision and aims for Green 
Infrastructure (GI) in the BEA.  It builds upon the key opportunities for new, 
enhanced and multifunctional Green Infrastructure identified through the earlier parts 
of the report whilst addressing regional and local policy objectives and targets.  The 
resulting draft GI Action Plan is structured around the following four components: 

1. Enhancement of key existing GI sites � highlighting a number of sites across 
the BEA which need to be effectively managed and enhanced to maximise the 
contribution they make to the BEA�s Green Infrastructure assets. 

2. BEA-wide themed projects � a series of projects/initiatives to be considered 
across the whole of the BEA which will contribute to addressing overarching GI 
issues identified in the earlier sections of this report. 

3. Opportunity areas � five broad zones which offer identifiable opportunities to 
deliver multiple benefits through GI creation, enhancement and management. 

4. Greenways - indicative links where potential access and habitat connectivity 
enhancements should be implemented. 

12.2. Components 1, 3 and 4 of the action plan are identified in Figure 12.1 which 
provides the broad spatial GI strategy for the BEA.  

1. ENHANCEMENT OF KEY EXISTING GI SITES 
12.3. Cannock Chase AONB and Sutton Park are the two most significant Green 

Infrastructure assets within the BEA and it is essential that they continue to be 
managed proactively in accordance with their adopted management plans.  These two 
sites fall within Zone 1 of the West Midlands Regional opportunity map highlighting 
the need to maintain, buffer and extend these areas which will be at the core of the 
BEA�s future ecological networks. 

12.4. In addition to these two sites there are a number of other key GI assets which need 
to be managed effectively to maximise the contribution they make to the BEA�s 
Green Infrastructure.  The key sites are listed below and identified on Figure 12.1.
These sites should have an up-to-date management/conservation/restoration plan 
which could be used to identify and lever grant funding to enhance the quality or 
diversity of the space.  

A. Shugborough Park (forms part of Cannock Chase AONB) 
B. Beaudesert Old Park (forms part of Cannock Chase AONB) 
C. Chasewater Country Park 
D. Gentleshaw Common (forms part of Cannock Chase AONB) 
E. Beacon Park 
F. Shoal Hill Common 
G. Hopwas Hayes Wood 
H. Walsall Arboretum 
I. Sandwell Valley Country Park 
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12.5. It is recommended that where applicable, each site is entered into the Green Flag 
Award Scheme to develop a consistent approach in improving management and 
maintenance standards across the BEA.   

2. BEA-WIDE THEMED PROJECTS 
12.6. A number of themed projects/initiatives that apply to the whole BEA have been 

identified which will contribute to addressing overarching GI issues identified in the 
earlier sections of this report.  These are described below.   

� Destination play spaces project: following review of the open space 
strategies and assessments it is evident that play areas and provision for young 
people is an area that requires additional and enhanced provision.  Individual local 
authorities will be developing plans for enhancements to local play areas, however 
in the context of the BEA it is suggested that up to two �destination� play spaces 
be created in the area.  These play spaces could act as demonstration projects, 
focusing on natural play and responding to the history and unique qualities and 
character of the surrounding landscape.  One of the sites might specialise in 
provision for the mobility and visually impaired.   No fixed location has been set 
for these spaces, however they could be considered in tandem with creation of 
new larger Green Infrastructure sites such as Stafford�s proposed Country Park. 

� Sustaining landscape, economy and biodiversity project: prepare a 
feasibility study/ business plan to establish the levels of existing grazing/ other 
food production and woodland/ wood pasture management taking place and 
determine extent of existing infrastructure e.g. livestock handling facilities and saw 
mills etc.  The study will need to gauge interest from farmers, graziers and other 
land managers and assess potential markets and retail outlets.   Existing initiatives 
should be considered and potentially extended through outreach work (e.g. 
Sutton Park Beef and Shugborough ale and flour) and an area wide marketing 
approach developed.  Training, employment and educational opportunities arising 
from such an initiative should be maximised. 

� Sustainable movement project: this project would seek to promote walking, 
cycling, and horse riding as well as travel by bus and rail.  It would build on the 
greenway links identified in this action plan together with other opportunities and 
initiatives identified locally e.g. through Lichfield District�s Sustainable 
Environment Partnership.  Promotional leaflets could be produced to provide 
details of themed trails/ routes that might focus on particular features of the BEA 
e.g. geology, nature conservation, or parks and gardens etc.  Options for 
developing day or week roaming passes for busses and rail travel should be 
explored and marketed to selected interest groups e.g. exploring the landscape 
parks from Cannock Chase to Sutton Park or archaeological sites from Stafford 
to Sutton Park. 
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3. OPPORTUNITY AREAS 
12.7. The following five broad zones have been identified in the BEA which offer 

identifiable opportunities to deliver multiple benefits through GI creation, 
enhancement and management: 

1. Birmingham and Black Country to Cannock farmlands 
2. Cannock Chase to Sutton Park heaths and grasslands 
3. Wylde Green to Lichfield woodland and wood pasture 
4. Rugeley to Lichfield settled farmlands 
5. Hopton Heath and Stafford farmlands 

 
12.8. The opportunities are illustrated in Figure 12.1 and described in Table 12.1, set out 

under the following headings: 

� Rationale and context  
� Vision and key objectives 
� Key sites/ existing Green Infrastructure assets 
� Key stakeholders 
� Quick win projects 

Table 12.1 Green infrastructure opportunity areas  
GI Opportunity 
Area Name 1. Cannock Chase to Sutton Park heaths and grasslands 

Rationale/ 
Context 

� Meets RSS Policy areas (see Table 2.1): Economic, Environmental, Social 
� Near to area of dense population (existing and projected) including some of 

most deprived areas in the country. 
� The area falls mainly within Zone 3 (recreate habitat) of the West Midlands 

Biodiversity Opportunities Map (see Figure 5.5). 
� Draft Local BAP habitat mapping highlights opportunities for heathland (see 

Figure 5.6) which in turn could contribute to meeting the relevant (draft) 
regional and local BAP habitat priorities and targets by 2026 (refer to 
Appendix 3). 

� Opportunity area links the key GI assets of Cannock Chase and Sutton Park 
� Staffs CC landscape character area priorities to be addressed (largely falls 

within sandstone estatelands). 
� Forestry Commission Priority 1 areas for woodland planting around 

Shenstone, Stonnall and Hammerwich, Priority 2 areas for woodland planting 
around Burntwood and west of Cannock Wood (associated scope for EWGS 
funding). 

� Forest of Mercia Plan proposals (1990s) included restoration of the 
agricultural landscape to the east of Aldridge and Ashmore South to 
Hammerwich based on the large-scale field pattern with increased informal 
recreational use. 

Vision � Improve habitat connectivity between Cannock Chase AONB and Sutton 
Park and buffer and reduce recreational pressure on these sensitive sites.  
Enhance and restore the landscape character of this area, a rolling lowland 
landscape dominated by arable farming in large, hedged fields, featuring areas 
of woodland, parkland and surviving remnants of the original heathland. 

Key objectives � Buffer Cannock Chase AONB through targeted creation of heath / acid 
grassland habitat where viable and through improvement of recreational 
access to existing sites to reduce pressure on the AONB. 

� Across the remainder of the area seek opportunities to create new and 
expand existing areas of heath and grassland habitat to meet (draft) regional 
and local BAP priorities and targets (e.g. 482ha of heathland to be created in 
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Staffordshire by 2026), in turn enhancing the landscape character of the area. 
� Carry out targeted woodland planting, particularly focused around Shenstone, 

Stonnall and Hammerwich area. 
� Maintain, restore and monitor other habitats and landscape character 

features representative of the area: arable field margins, hedgerows, areas of 
unimproved neutral grassland, pockets of ancient woodland, canals, lakes, 
meres and mosses. 

� Maintain and improve the quality and quantity of water in rivers and streams 
and maintain the quality of existing, and increase, natural channel features. 

� Carry out improvements to key open spaces. 
� Promote wider access links (see proposed greenways below). 
� Encourage communities from Walsall and Birmingham conurbation and towns 

of Cannock and Lichfield to use this area of countryside.   
Key sites/ 
existing GI 
assets 

� Chasewater Country Park. 
� Pipehall Farm (Woodland Trust site). 
� Designated sites including Gentleshaw Common SSSI, Bidulph�s Pool & No 

Man�s Bank SSSI, Chasewater Heaths SSSI, Hednesford Hills Common LNR, 
Shire Oak Park LNR, Hill Hook LNR, Malkin�s Coppice, Sloppywood and 
Oakwood Spinney areas of ancient woodland. SINCs/ SBIs/ SLINCS/ BASs 
including, Pipehill canal corridor and wharf, Pipehill crossroads and Footherly 
Rough, Prospect Village Field, Wyrley and Essington Canal nr Chasewater 
Country Park. 

� Other public open spaces including series of linked sites to south of Sutton 
Park, Short Heath Park, small number of sites in the village of Shenstone and 
Pye Green Valley north of Cannock. 

� Bleak House old open cast site east of Cannock has been restored to 
heathland. 

Key 
stakeholders 

� Birmingham City Council 
� Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council 
� Birmingham and the Black Country LBAP 
� Staffordshire County Council 
� Staffordshire LBAP 
� Lichfield District Council 
� Cannock Chase District Council 
� Other landowners 
� Local community and schools 
� Natural England 
� Forestry Commission 
� Forest of Mercia  
� Cannock Chase AONB 

Quick win 
projects 

� Explore viable opportunities for heath/acid grassland creation considering site 
size, proximity to similar habitats, recreational pressures, scope to link up 
existing smaller sites. 

� Develop a GI masterplan for the area. 
� Enhancement of the Crane Brook/ Black Brook highlighted on (draft) local 

habitat map as opportunity for floodplain river corridor habitat. 
� Enhancement of Chasewater Country Park as a key GI asset in the BEA. 
� Develop an HLS targeting statement for the area. 

GI Opportunity 
Area Name 2.  Wylde Green to Lichfield woodland and wood pasture 
Rationale/ 
Context 

� Meets RSS Policy areas (see Table 2.1): Economic, Environmental, Social
� Near to area of dense population (existing and projected) including some of 

most deprived areas in the country. 
� The area falls within Zone 2 (restore habitat) of the West Midlands 

Biodiversity Opportunities Map (see Figure 5.5).   
� Draft Local BAP habitat mapping (see Figure 5.6) highlights opportunities for 

acidic woodland/heathland which in turn could contribute to meeting the 
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relevant (draft) regional and local BAP habitat priorities and targets by 2026 
(refer to Appendix 3). 

� Staffs CC landscape character area priorities to be addressed (largely falls 
within sandstone hills and heaths with small area within sandstone 
estatelands). 

� Forestry Commission Priority 1 area for woodland planting plus urban area of 
Birmingham highlighted to use existing and new trees and woodlands to 
reinforce Green Infrastructure and improve the physical environment 
(associated scope for EWGS funding). 

Vision � Improve habitat connectivity between Hopwas Hays Wood and Sutton Park 
through to Newhall Valley by expanding and restoring the network of 
primarily acidic woodland/heathland habitats in turn restoring and enhancing 
the landscape character of this area and promoting access from the urban 
areas into this area of countryside. 

Key objectives � Where viable expand and restore areas of acidic woodland/heathland habitat 
to meet (draft) regional and local BAP targets. 

� Carry out new tree and woodland planting in discrete areas to reduce the 
effects of fragmentation and isolation of ancient semi-natural woodland 
through developing strategic linking and buffering sensitive woodland sites. 

� Maintain, restore and monitor other habitats and landscape character 
features representative of the area:  other woodland, wood pasture and 
parkland, arable field margins, hedgerows, areas of unimproved neutral 
grassland, lowland dry acid grasslands, meres and mosses. 

� Maintain and improve the quality and quantity of water in rivers and streams, 
including the Black Brook, and maintain the quality of existing, and increase, 
natural channel features. 

� Explore post-restoration options for access and habitat creation at the Hints 
and Packington Hill active landfill site.   

� Enhance links from Sutton Park and surrounding urban area. 
� Restore and enhance the large number of historic parkland landscapes and 

explore opportunities for greater public access.  Sites include Packington Hall 
Park; Hints Hall Park; Weeford Park; and Canwell Park.  

� Enhance links between archaeological sites and enhance their interpretation 
(e.g. Weeford Hall moated site; slitting mill at Bourne House and 
earthworks). 

Key sites/ 
existing GI 
assets 

� Ancient woodland sites including Hopwas Hays Wood, Hanging Wood, 
Rough Leasow, Rookery, Roundhill Wood, Brock Hurst, Weeford Park, Gum 
Slade, Pool Hollies, Lower Nut Hurst, Holly Hurst, and Queens Wood. 

� SBIs including Hopwas Hays Wood (limited access); Hanging Wood and 
Common Plantation; Rough Leasow, Snake�s Hill and River Oxbow (Black 
Brook); Manley Wood; Canwell Hall, Freeford Manor and Swifen Park, 
Whittington Heath golf course.  BASs including Black Brook Corridor, Ford 
(Oxbow Woodland) to Botley House, Bourne Brook Corridor. 

� Brook Farms allows education and permissive access under HLS.   
Key 
stakeholders 

� Lichfield DC 
� Staffordshire County Council 
� Staffordshire LBAP 
� Birmingham City Council 
� Birmingham and Black Country LBAP 
� Other local landowners 
� Local community and schools 
� Natural England 
� Forestry Commission 

Quick win 
projects 

� Explore viable opportunities for woodland creation considering site size, 
proximity to similar habitats, potential for acidic/heathland understorey and 
scope to link up existing smaller sites. 

� Explore opportunities for tree planting in the urban area of Birmingham 
(potentially drawing on EWGS funding). 
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� Develop an HLS targeting statement for the area. 
� Develop a GI masterplan for the area. 
� Survey historic parklands, review scope for works to maintain parkland 

setting and enhance access.   
� Enhancement of the Black Brook highlighted on (draft) local habitat map 

(Figure 5.6) as opportunity for floodplain river corridor habitat. 
� Explore opportunities to link and interpret archaeological sites.   

GI Opportunity 
Area Name 

3.  Rugeley to Lichfield settled farmlands 

Rationale/ 
Context 

� Meets RSS Policy areas (see Table 2.1): Economic, Environmental, Social. 
� Mainly Zone 3 (recreate habitat) of the West Midlands Biodiversity 

Opportunities Map (see Figure 5.5). 
� Draft Local BAP habitat mapping (Figure 5.6) highlights opportunities for 

lowland meadow which in turn could contribute to meeting the relevant 
(draft) regional and local BAP habitat priorities and targets by 2026 (refer to 
Appendix 3). 

� Forestry Commission Priority 2 areas for woodland planting to north of 
Lichfield plus urban areas of Lichfield, Rugeley and Armitage highlighted to use 
existing and new trees and woodlands to reinforce Green Infrastructure and 
improve the physical environment (associated scope for EWGS funding). 

� Staffs CC landscape character priorities to address (largely falls within settled 
farmlands). 

Vision � Maintain and enhance the largely agricultural landscape character of this area 
between Rugeley and Lichfield with its undulating lowlands and hills, 
recreating habitats and restoring key landscape features representative of the 
area where possible. 

Key objectives � Buffer Cannock Chase AONB and enhance the landscape character of the 
area through targeted habitat creation focusing primarily on lowland meadow 
habitat to meet (draft) regional and local BAP targets. 

� Where viable, restore, expand and conserve other BAP priority habitats and 
landscape features characteristic of the area including wood pasture and 
parkland, other woodland, arable field margins and hedgerows. 

� Promote and encourage access in and around this area of countryside. 
Key sites/ 
existing GI 
assets 

� Designated sites including Stowe Pool and Walk Mill Clay Pit SSSI, Gorsy 
Bank ancient woodland and SBI, Longdon Hall SBI, Pipe Green Common SBI, 
Rugeley Fen SBI, Trent and Mersey Canal BAS and Slitting Mill Brook BAS. 

� Larger public open spaces in Lichfield including Lea Grange, Pipe Green, 
Beacon Park/ Minster Pool/ Stowe Pool (which comprise Cathedral Close and 
Linear Park EH Registered Park and Garden), Darnford Park/Boley Park, plus 
smaller open spaces in Armitage including Shropshire Brook Road sites. 

Key 
stakeholders 

� Lichfield District Council 
� Staffordshire County Council 
� Staffordshire LBAP 
� Natural England 
� Forestry Commission 
� Other local landowners 
� Local community and schools 

Quick win 
projects 

� Enhance the Beacon Park, Minster Pool and Garden of Remembrance 
interlinked group of sites in Lichfield (already subject to £3.9million Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant awarded Spring 2009), recognised for their historic, 
biodiversity and recreational value. 

� Promote walking routes which link up with the Way for the Millenium at 
Rugeley and the Heart of England Way at Lichfield. 

� Develop an HLS targeting statement for the area. 
� Explore opportunities for tree planting in the urban areas of Rugeley and 

Lichfield (potentially drawing on EWGS funding). 
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GI Opportunity 
Area Name 

4.  Hopton Heath and Stafford farmlands 

Rationale/ 
Context 

� Meets RSS Policy areas (see Table 2.1): Economic, Environmental, Social 
� Proposed population growth in Stafford town is likely to result in increased 

need for GI. 
� Lack of Borough Country Park and need for more park-like spaces in Stafford 

have been identified as issues. 
� Mainly Zone 3 (recreate habitat) of the West Midlands Biodiversity 

Opportunities Map (see Figure 5.5). 
� Draft Local BAP habitat mapping (Figure 5.6) highlights opportunities for 

heathland and farmland which in turn could contribute to meeting the 
relevant regional and local BAP habitat priorities and targets by 2026 (refer to 
Appendix 3). 

� Forestry Commission Priority 2 area for woodland planting plus urban areas 
of Stafford, Weeping Cross and Brocton highlighted to use existing and new 
trees and woodlands to reinforce Green Infrastructure and improve the 
physical environment (associated scope for EWGS funding). 

� Staffs CC landscape character area priorities (falls largely within sandstone 
estatelands). 

� HLS Target Area Statement WM17 � Staffordshire Washlands. 
� Existing rivers and canal with promoted access. 

Vision � Enhance and restore the landscape character of this area, a rolling lowland 
landscape dominated by arable farming in large, hedged fields, featuring areas 
of woodland, parkland and surviving remnants of the original heathland, 
separated from Cannock Chase AONB by the Sow river valley.   

Key objectives � Buffer Cannock Chase AONB and enhance the areas landscape character 
through targeted habitat creation focusing primarily on heathland habitat to 
meet (draft) regional and local BAP targets. 

� Where viable, restore, expand and conserve other BAP priority habitats and 
landscape features characteristic of the area including coastal and floodplain 
grazing marsh/lowland wet grassland along the Sow river valley (with 
associated nationally important assemblages of breeding waders), woodland/ 
wood pasture and parkland, arable field margins and hedgerows. 

� Improve habitat connectivity between existing designated sites. 
� Maintain and improve the quality and quantity of water in the Sow river and 

Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal, and maintain the quality of existing, 
and increase, natural channel features. 

� Conserve, restore and manage all visible and below ground archaeological 
features including water meadow earthworks as well as other sites and 
structures. 

� Conserve and enhance historic landscapes and their features (e.g. 
Shugborough Park). 

� Maintain and enhance access through the area and improve people�s 
understanding of the farmed and historic environment through enhanced 
access and interpretation. 

� Contribute to flood risk management. 
Key sites/ 
existing GI 
assets 

� Shugborough Park � Grade I Registered Park (part of AONB)
� Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal 
� The River Sow 
� The Way for the Millennium Trail 
� Hopton Heath Registered Battlefield 
� Baswich Meadows SSSI 
� Pasturefields saltmarsh SAC & SSSI (to east of BEA) 
� SBI�s and BAS�s including Hopton Pools, Kingston Pool Covert (LNR), 

Radford Meadow, Tixall Park Pool, Milford, The Larchery 
� Lambert�s Coppice ancient woodland 
� Public open space in Hopton and on eastern edge of Stafford including 
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Wildwood Park 
� DW Cope Partners allows educational access under HLS 

Key 
stakeholders 

� Staffordshire County Council 
� Stafford Borough Council 
� Cannock Chase AONB 
� The National Trust 
� Staffordshire LBAP 
� Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 
� Local landowners 
� Local community and schools 
� Natural England 
� Forestry Commission 

Quick win 
projects 

� Approach farms and parklands to develop HLS agreements. 
� Explore viable opportunities for heathland/acid grassland creation considering 

site size, proximity to similar habitats, recreational pressures, scope to link up 
existing smaller sites. 

� Explore opportunities to create a new country park south of Stafford and/or 
to enhance key existing sites e.g. Wildwood Park. 

� Explore opportunities for tree planting in the urban area of Stafford 
(potentially drawing on EWGS funding). 

GI Opportunity 
Area Name 

5.  Birmingham and Black Country to Cannock farmlands 

Rationale/ 
Context 

� Meets RSS Policy areas (see Table 2.1): Economic, Environmental, Social.
� Birmingham and the Black Country have dense population (existing and 

projected) including some of most deprived areas in the country. 
� Proposed Black Country growth and regeneration agenda is likely to result in 

increased need for GI specifically around West Bromwich and Walsall centres. 
� The area falls mainly within Zone 2 (restore habitat) of the West Midlands 

Biodiversity Opportunities Map (see Figure 5.5), highlighting scope for 
restoring habitats to link and buffer the remaining large patches of semi-
natural habitat.  The densely urban areas of Birmingham and Cannock are 
within Zone 3 (recreate habitat) where smaller, more isolated patches of 
habitat exist. 

� Draft Local BAP habitat mapping (see Figure 5.6) highlights opportunities for 
wetlands, wet grassland, swamp communities and wet woodland which in turn 
could contribute to meeting the relevant (draft) regional and local BAP habitat 
priorities and targets by 2026 (refer to Appendix 3). 

� Staffs CC landscape character area priorities to be addressed (largely falls 
within Coalfield farmlands). 

� Industrial history including open cast coal mining. 
� Open space deficiencies identified in Shelfield/Walsall Wood/ Clayhanger area 

of Walsall MBC.  Significant deficiencies in West Bromwich/Walsall area in 
access to provision for children and young people and localised deficiencies in 
access to natural/semi-natural open spaces of over 20ha.  Scope to improve 
quality of premier green spaces. 

� HLS Target Area Statement WM16 � Staffordshire Heathlands 
� Black Country Core Strategy � Builds on Beacons and Corridors concept. 
� Black Country Urban Forest concept/Woodland Grant Scheme potential 
� Forestry Commission Priority 1 area for woodland planting (associated scope 

for EWGS funding). 
� Forest of Mercia Plan proposals (1990s) included establishing recreation 

facilities/access corridor between Walsall and Cannock, with strategically 
located gateways to the Forest; character objectives to continue to enhance 
agricultural landscape around historic core of Little Wyrley Estate area 
through planting and permissive access; restoration of Great Barr Hall as 
potential gateway to Forest; positive heathland management at Barr Beacon; 
retention and enhancement of historic agricultural land to east of Barr 
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Beacon. 
Vision � To conserve and enhance the farmland landscape character from Barr Beacon 

in the south, to the Commons between Brownhills and Great Wyrley, 
reclaimed land south of Cannock, and north to Shoal Hill.  Improve access and 
habitat connectivity and where opportunities exist extend and create new 
habitats focusing largely on wetlands, wet grassland, swamp communities and 
wet woodland BAP habitat leading into more woodland, grassland and wetland 
habitat around Cannock.  Promote access, community use and improve 
interpretation of the geodiversity and associated industrial heritage of the 
area. 

Key objectives � Create better connectivity between existing important sites in terms of both 
habitat enhancement (meeting various targets as indicated above) and access 
improvements to promote biodiversity and encourage communities, 
particularly from Cannock and from the Birmingham and Black Country 
conurbation to use this area of countryside. 

� Protect/buffer Cannock Extension Canal SAC. 
� Create areas of habitat to meet (draft) regional and local BAP priorities and 

targets for the area, primarily wetlands, wet grassland, swamp communities 
and wet woodland utilising disused workings/derelict land where available. 

� Maintain, restore and monitor other habitats and landscape character features 
representative of the area: localised areas of acid grassland, heathland, old 
meadows and pastures, wood pasture and parkland, hedgerows. 

� Maintain and enhance waterbodies and their catchments together with 
associated reedbeds/marsh/wet pasture. 

� Maintain and improve the quality and quantity of water in rivers and streams 
and maintain the quality of existing, and increase, natural channel features. 

� Carry out improvements to key open spaces. 
� Promote community use and wider access links and improve people�s 

understanding of the historic and natural environment, particularly the area�s 
industrial heritage, through enhanced interpretation. 

Key sites/ 
existing GI 
assets 

� Commons between Brownhills and Great Wyrley including Brownhills 
Common, Clayhanger Common, Wyrley Common. 

� Designated sites including Cannock Extension Canal SAC, Pelshall North 
Common LNR and Queslett LNR. 

� Reclaimed land including Kingswood area (Poplars landfill site). 
� Watling Street Roman Road, Beacon Way, Forest of Mercia Trail. 
� Green Bridge Park sites in Walsall and Sandwell including Dartmouth Park, 

Sandwell Valley Country Park, Barr Beacon, agricultural land to east of Barr 
Beacon where historic field pattern evident, Walsall Arboretum, Great Barr 
Hall historic park, Rushall Canal, Hayhead Quarry SSSI together with LNRs 
and Ancient Woodland areas. 

� Goscote Valley sites in Walsall including Goscote Wedge, Mill Lane LNR, 
Borneo Street amenity space, Brewer St play area, Goscote Rd amenity space, 
Wyrley and Essington Canal, Ford Brook, Goscote House Farm (not 
accessible) and Leyllands Farm (not accessible). 

Key 
stakeholders 

� Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council 
� Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council 
� Birmingham City Council 
� Black Country Consortium 
� Birmingham and Black Country LBAP 
� Birmingham and Black Country Wildlife Trust 
� Staffordshire LBAP 
� Staffordshire County Council 
� Cannock Chase District Council 
� South Staffordshire Council  
� Other landowners 
� Local community and schools 
� Natural England 
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� Forestry Commission 
� Forest of Mercia 

Quick win 
projects 

� Black Country Consortium Green Bridge Park proposal extending through 
Sandwell and Walsall to create an attractive and cohesive 12 mile green route 
connecting existing open spaces between West Bromwich and Walsall (as part 
of a series of projects to establish the Black Country as an Urban Park), 
potential works identified include: 

o Site based projects at key sites including Dartmouth Park, 
Sandwell Valley sites and Barr Beacon (refer to Urban Park 
proposals) 

o Public realm improvements including proposed iconic A41 
Green Bridge to link with West Bromwich town centre 

o Path surfacing, new crossing points and new sections of 
permissive bridleway 

o Signage and artworks e.g. interpreting industrial heritage 
o Hedge, tree and shrub planting 

� Enhancement of the Goscote Valley (as part of a series of projects to 
establish the Black Country as an Urban Park) providing an important corridor 
of green space linking Walsall centre with the wider countryside including: 

o Enhancement of adjacent amenity spaces and allotments to 
create new areas for wildlife 

o Review scope to improve links at northern end via farmland to 
connect with Forest of Mercia trail (currently limited to canal 
towpath route through urban area) 

� Further works at Kingswood/Poplars site south of Cannock e.g. habitat 
creation. 

� Habitat, access and management enhancements to agricultural land including 
permissive and educational access potentially through Higher Level 
Stewardship funding and English Woodland Grant Scheme. 

4. GREENWAYS 
12.9. A number of greenways have been identified on Figure 12.1 and are described 

below.  These links seek to encourage access through sustainable movement from 
settlements to key visitor attractions and out into the wider countryside whilst also 
enhancing habitat connectivity between key sites.  Where possible these greenways 
will link up with established trails and routes to create circular routes.  Links between 
opportunity areas are not specifically marked on the strategy plan (Figure 12.1) but
it is assumed that every opportunity to link these areas will be explored.   

Table 12.2 Greenways 

Figure 
12.1 
reference 

Name Summary 

6 Penk-Sow-Trent river 
valleys link 

Promote the existing Way for the Millenium trail along 
the Sow and Trent river valleys, improving and extending 
links along the Penk river valley.  Explore opportunities to 
tie this in with the creation of a new Stafford Country 
Park. 

7 Roman roads and town The Roman roads of Watling Street (running east � west 
through the study area from Cannock to Tamworth) and 
Ryknild Street (running north � south Between 
Birmingham and Lichfield) with the site of the Roman 
town of Letocetum (a Scheduled Monument) near the 
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Figure 
12.1 
reference 

Name Summary 

cross roads, should be interpreted and opportunities for 
the routes to provide enhanced links should be explored.   
For example the line of Ryknild could link Sutton Park, 
running through opportunity area 1. Cannock Chase to 
Sutton Park heaths and grasslands.   

8 Dismantled railway link 
between Staffordshire 
and Worcestershire 
Canal and Huntington 

The dismantled railway line between the canal east of 
Penkridge (outside the BEA) and Huntington could 
provide a mixed use link (pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders) between the two settlements and draw visitors 
into the area.  Consideration could be given to making 
further links between Huntingdon and the Chase Heritage 
Trail as well as creating a much wider circular route 
joining up with link 6 via the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal towpath.    

9 Chase Heritage Trail An existing scheme developed by Cannock Chase 
Council, Staffordshire County Council and the Forestry 
Commission with funding from HLF and the Staffordshire 
Environmental Fund (through the Landfill Communities 
Fund).   

The trail for walkers and cyclists will connect heritage 
sites within Cannock Chase District and link the towns of 
Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley.  Points of 
environmental, ecological and historic interest will be 
interpreted and spurs off the route will be created to 
enhance access to visitor centres at Birches Valley, 
Marquis Drive and Museum of Cannock Chase.   

10 Walsall to Lichfield 
Railway Trail 

The dismantled railway between Brownhills and Walsall is 
partially used as an off-road cycle route.  This route could 
be extended to provide a link between opportunity areas 
1, 3 and 5.  This link could also join with links 11 and 12 
described below and the existing Forest of Mercia Trail.   

11 Brownhills to Shire Oak 
Park Sustrans link 

A spur off an existing Sustrans route which runs along the 
Daw End Branch of the Wyrley and Essington Canal 
could be created to link up with Shire Oak Park Nature 
Reserve as a destination along its route. 

12 Brownhills to 
Chasewater Park 

Enhanced links between Brownhills and Chasewater Park 
would encourage access to one of the key recreational 
sites in the BEA through opportunity areas 1 and 5.    
Existing routes could be used (e.g. along the Daw End 
Branch of the Wyrley and Essington Canal and the Beacon 
Way) but further consideration should be given to the 
type of use/access envisaged and promotion/ signage 
requirements. 

13 Hednesford to 
Chasewater Park 

Enhanced links between Hednesford Hills (with the 
Cannock Chase Museum and associated attractions) and 
Chasewater Park through opportunity area 1 would 
encourage movement south and away from the Chase.  
This potential link could be a spur off the Chase Heritage 
Trail (link 9 described above). 
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Figure 
12.1 
reference 

Name Summary 

14 (a) Sutton Park link west Enhanced links between Sutton Park and opportunity area 
5 would encourage access and exploration between 
Sutton Park and Barr Beacon, perhaps as part of a circular 
route.   

14 (b) Sutton Park link east Enhanced links between Sutton Park and opportunity area 
2 would encourage exploration out into the countryside 
from the densely urban landscape of Birmingham.   

14 (c) Sutton Park to Newhall 
Valley link 

Enhanced links between Sutton Park and Newhall Valley 
would encourage communities in this area to explore 
their local GI assets and potentially venture further afield 
through joining up with links 14a and b. 
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13. OUTLINE IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 

13.1. This section outlines the delivery framework and funding opportunities for taking 
forward the Cannock Chase to Sutton Park draft GI Action Plan. 

DELIVERY FRAMEWORK 
13.2. The BEA area crosses eight local authority boundaries therefore it is vital that a 

strategic approach to cross boundary issues is adopted to enable development of an 
effective GI network.  The area also contains a wide range of land owners and 
managers as well as statutory consultees and community stakeholders whose diverse 
interests and requirements need to be taken into account.   

13.3. Review of the action plan suggests that further input in addition to that provided by 
existing stakeholders and partners will be required to deliver the GI.  A proposed GI 
delivery framework (Figure 13.1) has been developed to incorporate existing 
stakeholders and partnerships and to show how they will interact with a new project 
officer, project board, and opportunity area working groups which are described 
below.   

Green Infrastructure Delivery Officer  
13.4. It is recommended that a Green Infrastructure Delivery Officer be appointed to 

oversee and facilitate the delivery of Green Infrastructure across the Cannock Chase 
to Sutton Park BEA.  The delivery officer will: 

� Carry out and oversee developmental work including further refinement of the 
Draft Action Plan through brokering agreement on priority sites with the GI 
project board, completion of feasibility studies, masterplanning, and business 
planning; 

� Ensure that GI has a high profile within all relevant Local Development 
Frameworks (and Section 106 development contributions) and other relevant 
local authority plans, policies and documents; 

� Report to the GI project board; 

� Organise and facilitate the opportunity area working groups; 

� Identify appropriate funding sources and complete funding applications for specific 
aspects of the GI strategy; 

� Project manage the implementation of �on the ground� projects that might involve 
construction and planting; 

� Promote the GI strategy at a variety of levels from the Regional to the Local 
ensuring that all stakeholders are aware and engaged in all aspects and stages of 
development.  
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13.5. Essential skills/attributes will include: 

� A proven track record in the development of Green Infrastructure related 
projects including all aspects of project management from planning and design 
through to the procurement of services and goods;  

� A degree relating to landscape/environmental planning, design or management; 

� Experience of public consultation, partnership working and networking; 

� A good understanding of the planning system; 

� Experience of preparing funding applications combined with a proven track 
record of successful bids; 

� Experience and the ability to deliver �on the ground� projects. 

� Excellent written and oral communication skills. 

13.4. It is envisaged that the delivery officer will be employed by and report directly to 
Natural England. This will ensure that the officer is able to maintain an independent 
approach to delivering GI projects across the BEA and will therefore be able to 
target areas without being bound to the interests of one authority.  A delivery officer 
should be recruited on adoption of the draft GI Action Plan with a view to the 
successful candidate being in post by September 2009. 

Project board 
13.6. A project board will be developed from the existing stakeholders to support and 

oversee the work carried out by the delivery officer.  It is suggested that the board 
includes: 

� Representation from each of the local authorities (planning or green space 
officers would be most suitable, although different departments could be 
represented by alternative representatives being put forward where agenda items 
require). 

� Natural England (as lead agency, administrator of the Natural Assets Programme 
and ELS/HLS, and as chair of the West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership). 

� Other statutory consultees comprising officers from English Heritage and the 
Environment Agency. 

� Selected land owners/ managers where they have significant influence throughout 
the area e.g. the Forestry Commission and British Waterways. 

� Officers representing existing initiatives including Cannock Chase AONB unit, the 
Forest of Mercia and the Black Country Consortium (although the last might be 
covered by one of the local authority members). 

� A community representative (this position could be rolling to enable a wider 
representation on the board whilst keeping numbers to an acceptable level). 
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Opportunity area working groups 
13.7. It is suggested that working groups for each of the five opportunity areas identified in 

section 12 of this plan are formed to ensure that local knowledge, skills, and interests 
are represented in the development of opportunity area masterplans and site specific 
initiatives.  These working groups will provide a starting point for voluntary and 
community involvement (see below) to engender local ownership and provide a safe 
exit strategy.   

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
13.8. Multi functional Green Infrastructure can be secured via a number of different funding 

streams and governance models.  Local authority funding is the traditional model.  
However, local authority budget allocations combined with the absence of a statutory 
duty for GI provision or management limits the potential of this approach alone to 
secure the design, implementation and management of high quality Green 
Infrastructure.  A short summary of some appropriate alternative models (with some 
examples) is set out below, starting with a regionally specific funding initiative.   

Natural Assets Grant Scheme 
13.9. Natural Assets is an initiative supported by Advantage West Midlands (AWM) core 

funding.  Natural England is managing AWM�s Natural Assets Programme in the form 
of a delegated grant scheme, responsible for administering and allocating £2 million to 
�increase and enhance the use of the region�s natural asset base, realising its multifunctional 
potential and demonstrating economic gain�.  £500,000 has been specifically allocated to 
fund projects associated with protected landscapes.  The three core aims of the 
initiative are to: 

1. Improve regional economic activity linked to the natural asset base, 
demonstrating how the natural environment and regional economy are mutually 
supportive; 

2. Transform existing natural assets in the region realising their economic, social and 
environmental potential; 

3. Create a delivery based legacy by supporting research and the development of 
projects which will enable sustainable use of the region�s natural assets in the 
future.   

13.10. Funding will be available between 2009 and 2013 and bids will be accepted ranging 
from £80,000 to £250,000.  Projects funded will need to be geographically spread 
and, although primarily focused on capital expenditure, there may be scope to secure 
funding for associated revenue elements e.g. preparation of reports to support a 
lottery bid.  Full details of outcomes and targets are provided in appendix 6. 

Multi agency public sector grant funding 
13.11. Funding for Green Infrastructure can come from a range of government departments 

and public agencies, based on the policy objectives supported (e.g. housing growth) 
or delivered (e.g. healthy living and healthy communities) by Green Infrastructure. 
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13.12. Creation of multi functionality in Green Infrastructure and component green space 
projects is crucial for successful application of these funding models.  Local 
authorities have a pivotal role to play, in forming partnerships with public sector 
organisations whose goals are served by Green Infrastructure functions.  

13.13. Some examples of multi agency public sector grant funding are set out below: 

Safer and Stronger Communities Fund (SSCF) 

13.14. This consolidates DCLG and Home Office funding streams available to local 
authorities, aimed at tackling crime and anti-social behaviour, empowering 
communities, and improving the condition of streets and public spaces, particularly in 
disadvantaged neighbourhoods.  The fund was created in 2005 and is scheduled to 
run to 2010.  

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and Big Lottery Fund grant initiatives 

13.15. Landscape Partnerships (LP) is one of a number of HLF grant programmes which 
could potentially fund GI projects.  It supports schemes of between £250,000 and 
£2million usually led by partnerships of local, regional and national interests.  It 
principally aims to conserve areas of distinctive landscape character in the United 
Kingdom and therefore can result in funding of a suite of projects across a landscape 
scale geographic area e.g. Wyre Forest Landscape Partnership �Grow with Wyre� 
Project. 

13.16. The Heritage Grants and Parks for People programmes may also be potential funding 
sources for GI projects.  Heritage Grants focuses on funding projects which look 
after and enhance the UK's heritage; increase involvement in heritage activities; and 
improve access to and enjoyment of heritage.  Parks for People focuses more on 
improving public parks, including historic parks and designed landscapes.  It also 
creates opportunities for communities to learn about the natural environment.  A 
key benefit of HLF grant schemes is the associated expert monitoring and audit trail 
which in turn could be used as part of the wider GI monitoring procedure. 

13.17. Big Lottery Fund programmes such as Access to Nature (administered by Natural 
England) which aims to to encourage people from all backgrounds to understand, 
access and enjoy our natural environment, can be used creatively to involve people in 
their local greenspace, for example following through monitoring of biodiversity. 

Environmental Stewardship schemes administered by Natural England 

13.18. Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) schemes can support projects to enhance the 
landscape quality, natural resources, biodiversity, historic environment and public 
accessibility and understanding of farmland in private ownership.  Particular attention 
should be paid to the two existing target areas of the Staffordshire Heathlands 
(WM16) and the Staffordshire Washlands (WM 17).   

English Woodland Grant Scheme administered by the Forestry Commission 

13.19. This supports projects to create new woodlands and enhance the management of 
existing ones for public benefit, on farmland in private ownership.  Separate grant 
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schemes are available for planting of new woodlands and for bringing existing ones 
into managementi, as well as for regeneration and improvement of existing woodland 
plantings.  Grants could apply to large scale woodland planting in relation to urban 
extensions, where visual mitigation is required. 

Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund administered by Natural England  

13.20. This supports projects mitigating the effects of aggregate extraction on local 
communities and the natural environment. 

13.21. SITA Trust offers Enriching Nature and Enhancing Communities grants, for projects 
around qualifying waste processing and landfill sitesii.

Tax initiatives 

 Ring-fencing of local taxes  

13.22. This can fund delivery and management of green space in expectation of increasing 
visitor and customer numbers and �liveability� for residents and workers.  This 
approach has been applied successfully overseas, including the Parisian parks 
implemented from the 1990s.  However, there are currently few green space 
examples in the United Kingdom, as UK local authorities have little autonomy to 
impose additional local taxes. 

Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) 

13.23. English local authorities have limited freedom to impose additional taxes across 
whole districts.  The Business Improvement District (BID) Regulationsiii,
however, allow local businesses to vote for a levy on their rates bill to fund 
investment in the local trading environment.  Researchiv shows that UK BID schemes 
(e.g. Readingv and Winchestervi town centres) have focused on investment in public 
safety, promotion and street cleaning.  Potential exists to extend investment to green 
spaces, however, as these can address all of the top three business needs from BIDsvii 
- environmental improvement, crime and safety, attracting more visitors. 

13.24. Successful application of the BID model will require green spaces to be located in 
close proximity to those local businesses to be taxed under the scheme.  It will also 
be necessary to convince local businesses of the potential benefits which will accrue 
in terms of visitor perceptions and numbers.  Availability of initial funds to develop a 
BID scheme may act as a constraint.  A BID scheme must also be integrated with 
other strategies which can improve the commercial and residential environment, and 
which can provide support for enhancement of green space. 

Planning and development opportunities 

 Planning conditions  

13.25. Local authorities can require restoration or enhancement, or creation of green space, 
as part of the conditions of planning consent for a particular development.  These are 
separately applied for each proposal, and are often supported by arrangements for 
funding and future adoption.  As with planning obligations below, they must be 
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necessary to allow the development to proceed, and must relate directly to the 
effects of the proposed development (e.g. mitigation of the development�s 
environmental impact). 

Planning obligations (section 106 agreements) 

13.26. In this case, the developer agrees with the local authority to fund provision and 
management of green space required by a specific development.  They are separately 
negotiated for each development proposal.  Section 106 agreements can be limited by 
the schedules of rates local authorities operate for maintenance.  These may act as a 
barrier to creative green space design as it may be perceived as more costly to 
maintain.   

13.27. Examples of section 106 agreements include the Forest of Marston Vale in 
Bedfordshire, where section 106 contributions are being used to provide for ongoing 
management for a 25 year period (monies held by a Trust). 

13.28. There must be a strong evidence base to justify the need for Green Infrastructure in 
relation to other infrastructure requirements and planning obligations (e.g. affordable 
housing) of new development.  For them to apply, the land must also be under the 
control of the applicant. 

Roof taxes  

13.29. This is where the local planning authority requires the developer to pay a standard 
tariff per new dwelling to fund essential supporting infrastructure, including Green 
Infrastructure.  Such an approach has been applied successfully by the Milton Keynes 
Partnership and delivered in association with the Parks Trust, and also in Mid 
Bedfordshire District, through a Planning Obligations SPD. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

13.30. A charge levied by local authorities on new developments, using formulae based on 
the size and character of the development, with proceeds to be spent on local or 
sub-regional infrastructure, including Green Infrastructure, required by the 
development plan(s).viii 

Regional Infrastructure Fund (RIF) 

13.31. This supports delivery of essential infrastructure for large developments within a 
Growth Area or Growth Point. 

 Growth Point funding 

13.32. Supporting delivery of infrastructure in named Growth Points, through the Housing 
Growth Fund.  As a pre requisite to the allocation of funding by Government, local 
authorities are required to produce �Programmes of Development�, setting out their 
infrastructure spending requirements (which includes Green Infrastructure).  Funding 
is allocated as block funding to relevant local authorities rather than ring-fenced for 
particular projects, and as such can apply to a wide range of projects identified within 
a Green Infrastructure Strategy.  Funding will be available for the allocated Growth 
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Points of Stafford and the Black Country/Sandwell and could therefore potentially 
help deliver GI projects within the BEA. 

Private management charges 

13.33. In this instance publicly accessible green spaces are created by the developer who 
retains ownership of them and funds ongoing maintenance via management charges 
levied on leaseholders on the development site.  A successful example is the Canary 
Wharf Estate in London�s Docklands � this includes over 8 hectares of open space 
which is publicly accessible but owned and maintained by a private company (Canary 
Wharf Group plc).  Funding comes from the £30 million per year in service charges 
collected from building tenants on the estate.  Limitations of such an approach are 
that charges are only applicable where a private property company retains ownership 
of both green space and freeholds on the properties.  Negotiated sums must also be 
calculated to cover long term maintenance, and not just capital costs.  

Bonds and commercial finance 
13.34. The Local Government Act 2003 means that local authorities are now free to raise 

finance for capital expenditure from any source without Government consent, 
provided they can afford to service the debt without Government support. 

13.35. In theory, this provides an opportunity to raise loan finance, e.g. by issuing bonds, for 
green space improvement or expansion.  Loan repayments would be funded from a 
combination of increased council tax revenues, due to the rise in domestic property 
values attributable to high quality local green space and revenue generating uses 
within the green spaces themselves (see �Income Generating Opportunities� funding 
model below).  Whilst this is a way to obtain a large lump sum at the outset of green 
space investment it does not actually secure additional finance.  Although a number of 
overseas examples exist, these are not directly applicable under the current UK local 
government financing system. 

Income generating opportunities, including private sector funding 
13.36. In these situations, revenue may be generated from the private sector or from 

charges made to the general public in return for benefits they receive from green 
space. Income sources from businesses include rent or franchise fees for operating 
commercial activities within the green space (as in some Country Parks, for example), 
sponsorship or charitable donations, contributions to large scale, structural planting 
to offset carbon emissions, or the sale of renewable energy from generating facilities 
built in the green space. 

13.37. Charges to the public may include entry to special features or exhibitions, hire of 
event space for parties and weddings.  Authorised officers of parish and community 
councils are able under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act to levy 
fixed penalty notices for �environment crimes� such as littering and these could 
theoretically be reinvested into community facilities. 

13.38. A notable example of income generated funding is Mile End Park in London, where 
the London Borough of Tower Hamlets funds 50% of the park�s annual maintenance 
budget requirement from income generating activities within the park, including lease 
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of shop units beneath a land bridge, entry fees from a kart track, café franchises and 
hiring out pavilions for events.  

Endowments 
13.39. In this case, long term funding is provided for green space from investment income 

earned on assets such as property or shares owned by the local authority or other 
body responsible for green space.  Notable examples of this approach include the 
River Nene Regional Park and The Parks Trust, Milton Keynes. 

13.40. The Parks Trust in Milton Keynes is an independent charitable organisation that owns 
and maintains the strategic network of Green Infrastructure covering around 20% of 
the area of Milton Keynes. Established in 1992, it is endowed with a commercial 
property portfolio to generate the income required to cover its operating costs. The 
Trust works with developers and planning bodies to promote and facilitate the 
extension of the Green Infrastructure network as Milton Keynes expands. The Trust 
is nominated as the adopting body for all new areas of parkland around the city, using 
developer contributions which the Trust invests to provide the income to pay for 
ongoing maintenance. Cost calculations consider the whole life costs of Green 
Infrastructure projects, including the eventual replacement of key assets, and 
administration costs.  Further information on the Trust�s work is available at 
http://www.theparkstrust.com.

Voluntary sector involvement 
13.41. Funding requirements can be reduced by fund-raising activities and by contributions 

of labour and expertise from not-for-profit organisations and voluntary and 
community groups.  These also foster a sense of local ownership of green spaces and 
promote community cohesion.  Neighbourhood ownership of green spaces by non-
profit trust organisations is encouraged by Governmentix.

13.42. Partnership bodies formed between local authorities and not-for-profit organisations 
can increase access to lottery and regeneration funding whilst charitable status 
confers tax relief and widens the pool of possible investment sources.  Partnerships 
can also be established with organisations that have specialist knowledge and 
management skills. For example, the local Wildlife Trust is to manage the community 
Eco Park at Cambourne, Cambridgeshire.  

 
i http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ewgs 
ii http://www.sitatrust.org.uk 
iii The Business Improvement Districts (England) Regulations (2004) SI 2004/2443. 
iv CLG (2007) The Development and Implementation of Business Improvement Districts. 
v www.livingreading.co.uk
vi www.wincity.uk.com/wccp/bid/
vii CLG (2007) Op Cit. 
viii CLG (2008) The Community Infrastructure Levy. 
ix CLG (2006) Community assets: the benefits and costs of community management and ownership. 
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APPENDIX 1 
List of SSSIs and LNRs within the study area 

 





Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within the study area 

Site name District Description Area
(ha) 

Condition 
Assessment 
(% area 
meeting 
target 
condition) 

Key 
vulnerabilities 

Baswich 
Meadows 

Stafford Unimproved, low-lying 
permanent pasture in 
the valley of the River 
Sow east of Stafford 

13.4 100  None given 

Biddulph's 
Pool & No 
Man's Bank 

Cannock/ 
Lichfield 

Acidic, nutrient poor 
type of open water 
which, though 
widespread in the 
uplands of northern 
Britain and Wales, is 
scarce in lowland 
England.  Swamp/ wet 
woodland 

96.5 54.9 One unit 
destroyed 
through mineral 
and waste 
planning 
permission 

Cannock 
Chase 

Stafford/ 
Cannock 
Chase 

Nationally important 
series of relict ancient. 
Forest/Chase landscapes 
in the Midlands.  range 
of woodland and scrub 
types of varied origin.  
Area of lowland 
heathland is the most 
extensive in the 
Midlands. 

1281 97.6 Water 
abstraction; 
Inappropriate 
scrub control; 
Inappropriate 
weed control 

Cannock 
Extension 
Canal 

Cannock 
Chase 

Eutrophic standing 
water/ ponds/ canal. 

5.16 40.5 Water pollution 
- agriculture/run 
off 

Chasewater 
Heaths 

Walsall Remnants of original 
heathland together with 
recently colonized soils 
disturbed by mining 
activity. 

48.2 97.1 Planning 
permission - 
general 

Clayhanger Walsall/ 
Lichfield 

Wide range of wetland 
habitats from open 
water through swamp 
and fen communities to 
species-rich marshy 
grassland which adjoin 
areas of neutral and 
acidic grassland.   

27.2 82.2 Invasive 
freshwater 
species 

Daw End 
Railway 
Cutting 

Walsall Geological 8.06 100  

Gentleshaw 
Common 

Stafford 
Borough 

Lowland heathland with 
floristic character has 
elements of both 
oceanic, western and 
northern heaths. 

80.5 100  

Hay Head 
Quarry 

Lichfield Geological 5.52 100  

Jockey 
Fields 

Walsall Well-grazed damp 
pasture, neglected 

17.9 100  



Site name District Description Area
(ha) 

Condition 
Assessment 
(% area 
meeting 
target 
condition) 

Key 
vulnerabilities 

grassland, fen and mire. 
Running through the 
site are a network of 
well-vegetated ditches. 

Milford 
Quarry 

Walsall Geological 6.30 100  

Pasturefields 
Salt Marsh 

Stafford 
Borough 

An inland location for a 
plant community of 
close affinity with 
grazed coastal 
saltmarshes. 

7.80 100  

Rawbones 
Meadow 

Stafford 
Borough 

Low-lying flood 
meadow in the valley of 
the river Sow. 

21.3 100  

Stafford 
Brook 

Stafford Carr woodland, acidic 
marshy grasslands and 
fen in the valley of the 
Stafford Brook. 

6.90 99.95  

Stowe Pool 
and Walk 
Mill Clay Pit 

Stafford 
Borough 

Stowe Pool and Walk 
Mill Clay Pit are two 
water bodies which 
support large and 
healthy 
populations of native 
white-clawed crayfish 
Austropotamobius 
pallipes.

9.12 34.6 Not stated 

Stubbers 
Green Bog 

Lichfield Small wetland site in 
Walsall comprising a 
shallow pool with 
fringing valley mire and 
swamp presumed to be 
caused by mining 
subsidence. 

2.78 0 Inappropriate 
scrub control 

Sutton Park Walsall Largest and richest 
areas of ancient 
woodland, heath and 
wetland in the County. 

877 100 Lack of 
appropriate 
grazing; scrub 
encroachment 

Swan Pool & 
The Swag 

Birmingham Reedbeds hold the 
largest roost for 
swallows and other 
hirundines in the West 
Midlands County. 

6.05 0 Not stated 



Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) within the study area 

Site name District Area (ha) Description 
Hill Hook Birmingham 5.65 A range of habitats including rough 

grassland, scrub and dry woodland 
to open water, marsh and alder carr 
woodland 

Hazel Slade Cannock Chase 13.38 Secondary woodland, pool and 
wetland and agriculturally 
unimproved grasslands 

Hednesford Hills 
Common 

Cannock Chase 107.08 Heathland 

Kingston Pool 
Covert 

Stafford 4.67 Damp woodland with a small brook.  
The site is occupied by water vole. 

Brocton Stafford 40.92 No information available 
Shire Oak Park Walsall 24.43 Former sand and gravel quarry with 

woodland, heathland, meadows, 
ponds and a good network of 
footpaths 

Hay Head Wood Walsall 5.73 Mixture of woodland, wetland and 
grassland habitats 

Cuckoo's Nook and 
The Dingle 

Walsall 12.93 Oak woodland with overgrown 
hazel coppice  (some ancient 
woodland indicator plants) 

Pelsall North 
Common 

Walsall 41.59 Open area of grass and heathland, 
with some tree and gorse areas. 

Park Lime Pits Walsall 9.45 The pits contain beautiful clear 
pools surrounded by mature beech 
woodland. 
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UK BAP Priority Habitats mapped within the study area of the BEA 

Habitat 
group 

UK BAP Priority 
Habitat Type 

Area 
found 
within 
study 
area (ha)

Percentage 
of study 
area (%) 

Broad distribution within study area 

Heathland
Lowland heathland 2497.12 6.18% Extensive tracts at Cannock Chase, west of 

Burntwood and at Sutton Park. 
Lowland mixed 
deciduous woodland

2075.45 5.14% Principally within the Cannock Chase area. 

Lowland beech and 
yew woodland 

39.19 0.10% Two sites, one on the south west border of 
Rugeley and one east of Shenstone. 

Upland oakwood 408.35 1.01% Cannock Chase, Sutton Park and Hopwas Hay 
Wood (south east of the Study Area) 

Wet woodland 366.11 0.91% Principally Cannock Chase but also some areas 
west of Sutton Park. 

Wood-pasture and 
parkland 

1558.53 3.86% Sutton Park, Shugborough Park, Witton 
Cemetery (Birmingham), Great Barr (Walsall) 
and along the M6 Toll road corridor north of 
Shenstone. 

Woodland

UK BAP priority 
woodland [generic] 

1220.53 3.02% Cannock Chase, north west of Burntwood and 
scattered broadly across farmland south of 
Lichfield. 

Lowland calcareous 
grassland 

3.80 0.01% Two isolated sites near Stafford in the north 
and Aldridge in the south 

Lowland dry acid 
grassland 

112.17 0.28% A large number of small sites distributed along 
an axis running from Cannock Chase to 
Brownhills.  There are several sites located near 
Shenstone in the south east of the Study Area. Grassland 

Lowland meadows 143.14 0.35% A number of small sites are scattered on an axis 
between Cannock and Kingstanding.  With 
accumulations at Cannock Chase and near 
Brownhills.  Additional sites are recorded north 
of Lichfield. 

Coastal and 
floodplain grazing 
marsh 

163.54 0.41% To the north  of the Study Area within the Sow 
Valley and Trent Valley. 

Eutrophic standing 
waters 

30.80 0.08% All records of this habitat come from Sutton 
Park. 

Reedbeds 13.04 0.03% Sutton Park and Shugborough Park. 

Fens 17.12 0.04% A cluster of small fragmented sites around 
Chasewater (north of Brownhills). 

Purple moor grass 
and rush pastures 

68.99 0.17% Mainly at Cannock Chase and north west of 
Aldridge. 

Wetland 

Rivers 24.34 0.06% Principally the River Trent and the Black Brook 
running from Brownhills south east of Lichfield.

Other Inland rock and 
scree habitats 

0.05 0.0001% One site due west of Lichfield. 

Grand Total 8742.28 21.65%

SOURCE: This data is derived from the dataset developed by WGB Environment/Local Records Centres in 
2008 as part of the West Midlands Regional Habitat Data Project.  It should be noted that this dataset has 
some known data quality issues but is currently the most comprehensive dataset for the region.  More 
detailed data may be available at a local level.  
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Table A3.1: Draft regional habitat targets to 2026 shown with breakdown of targets for the two LBAP areas which affect the Cannock Chase to Sutton Park BEA

All figures in hectares unless stated otherwise

Habitat Group Habitat Maintain Extent Restoration Expansion Maintain Extent Restoration Expansion
Birmingham &
Black Country

Staffordshire
Birmingham &
Black Country

Staffordshire
Birmingham &
Black Country

Staffordshire
Maintain extent rationale (see also
next sheet)

Restoration rationale Expansion rationale

Lowland Heathland 1430 0 660 1056 0 567 198 858 0 0 84 482 Current distribution data n/a Distribution of target setting rationale by county

Upland Heathland 5146 130 0 1556 1 0 0 1556 0 1 0 0 Current distribution data n/a Potential

Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland 30500 8504 10052 5776 1235 1877 44 5732 48 1188 39 1838 Current distribution data PAWS Potential

Lowland Beech and Yew Woodland 446 124 118 327 27 23 0 327 0 27 1 22 Current distribution data LBY nets ow pot ow paws Potential

Upland Mixed Ashwoods 527 147 139 53 0 5 0 53 0 0 0 5 Current distribution data Zero - revise target because no WB32 networks with PAWS Potential in 3 counties with habitat

Upland Oakwood 3352 935 887 891 193 229 91 800 0 193 11 218 Current distribution data WB31 nets ow pot ow paws Potential

Wet Woodland 9359 2610 495 1407 492 147 41 1365 1 491 9 138 Current distribution data WB34 nets ow pot ow paws Potential

Wood-Pasture & Parkland 20595 1561 468 5891 542 163 1548 4343 81 461 24 138 Current distribution data Current distribution, including working layer Current distribution, including working layer

Lowland Calcareous Grassland 943 57 458 255 15 120 4 251 0 15 0 120 Current distribution data GC1 Nets ow potential Potential

Lowland Dry Acid Grassland 956 92 69 532 38 28 36 496 1 36 1 27 Current distribution data GA1 Nets ow potential

Lowland Meadows 3492 2160 1080 1129 512 229 213 916 82 430 15 214 Current distribution data GN1 Nets ow potential

Upland Calcareous Grassland 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 Current distribution data n/a n/a

Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh 11094 3147 525 5069 705 118 234 4835 72 633 12 106 Current distribution data Potential Potential

Eutrophic Standing Waters 3952 0 5 sites 1088 0 1 site 231 857 0 0 0 1 site Current distribution data n/a 1 each except Birm

Reedbeds 154 0 200 89 0 52 13 75 0 0 4 48 Current distribution data n/a Potential

Fens 556 120 50 94 28 12 10 85 2 26 1 11 Current distribution data Potential Potential

Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures 357 50 50 167 18 18 29 138 2 16 2 16 Current distribution data Potential Potential

Blanket Bog 1504 30 0 433 21 0 0 433 0 21 0 0 Current distribution data Potential n/a

Lowland Raised Bog 653 110 0 156 28 0 0 156 0 28 0 0 Current distribution data Number of priority sites for restoration in wetland vision

Rivers 12500km (note 1) (note 1) (note 1) (note 1) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Ponds n/a 500 sites 500 sites n/a 183 sites 183 sites n/a n/a 43 sites 140 sites 43 sites 140 sites n/a Soils that easily support ponds Soils that easily support ponds

Arable Field Margins n/a 0 2000 km n/a 0 337 km n/a n/a 0 0 19 km 318 km n/a Potential Potential

Hedgerows n/a 0 500 km n/a 0 132 km n/a n/a 0 0 8 km 124 km n/a n/a LCM grasslands

Inland Rock Outcrop and Scree Habitats n/a 0 0 n/a 0 0 n/a n/a 0 0 0 0 n/a n/a n/a

Mesotrophic Lakes 153 1 0 46 0 0 0 46 0 0 0 0 UK lakes dataset numbers of lakes Present distribution n/a

Oligotrophic and Dystrophic Lakes 10 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 UK lakes dataset numbers of lakes n/a n/a

Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land 455 0 50 284 0 31 147 137 0 0 16 15 Previously developed land dataset n/a Previously developed land dataset

Traditional Orchards 2904 232 1000 304 0 182 4 300 0 0 11 171 Current distribution data Present distribution Potential

n/a - data not currently available

Note 1 - awaiting Environment Agency analysis

Glossary

nets - habitat networks

WB31 etc - IHS habitat code

ow - overlapping with (intersect in GIS)

paws - plantation on ancient woodland site

pot - habitat potential map

lcm - land cover map

Rationale for allocation to LBAPs

Targets in hectares unless stated otherwise

Draft Habitat Targets 2026 within the
whole West Midlands Region

Draft LBAP allocation -
maintain extent

Draft LBAP allocation -
restoration

Draft LBAP allocation -
expansion

Draft Habitat Targets 2026 affecting
the BEA

(I.e. total of targets for B&BC LBAP and Staffs

NOTE: Data provided by Natural England, sourced from Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Three Regional Habitats Targets Review, Draft Supporting Text for Annex B Revised Version 23 February 2009, Prepared for West Midlands Regional Assembly by Treweek Environmental
Consultants. Land Use Consultants have summarised the targets which affect the BEA which includes Birmingham and Black Country LBAP and Staffordshire LBAP.

Heathlands

Woodlands

Grasslands

Wetlands

Other habitats



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 4 
Staffs CC Planning for Landscape Change SPG � Extract summarising the 

potential for tree and woodland planting and very high and high 
priorities for habitat provision as provided for each key landscape 

type and sub-type 

 



 



APPENDIX 4 
The following tables identify potential for tree and woodland planting and very high 
and high priorities for habitat provision for each key landscape character type and 
sub-type relevant to the Staffordshire part of the BEA.  (For the location of the 
different landscape character types refer to Figure 6.2 of the main report.) 

This information has been extracted from the current Staffordshire County Council 
landscape assessment which appears in �Planning for landscape change: 
Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG)� to the Staffordshire and Stoke on 
Trent Structure Plan, 1996 � 2011, Volume 3.  It should be noted that this document 
originally developed in the early 1990s is now due to be updated by Staffordshire 
County Council in 2010/11.  Until this is updated, the 1996-2011 SPG is the key 
reference for landscape character in Staffordshire. 

Coalfield farmlands 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Very high, note falls within the Forest of Mercia.   

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ diverse 
hedgerows 

Maintain and manage High 

Maintain trees High 
Hedgerows Plant species rich hedges High 
Canals, lakes and ponds Maintain and enhance water bodies and 

catchments 
High 

Increase the number of such features High 
Lowland acidic grassland Maintain, enhance, restore and buffer Very high 
Lowland heathland Protect existing heaths from development and 

damaging activities 
Very high 

Re-create or create new heathlands Very high 
Reedbeds Maintain and create High  
Rivers and streams Maintain and improve the quality and quantity 

of water 
High 

Maintain the quality of all natural existing 
channel features 

High  

Coalfield farmlands: minerals working and restoration sub-type 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Very high, except in areas of surviving heathland.   

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland 

Restore degraded sites High  

Recreate/ regenerate  High 
Canals, lakes and ponds Maintain and enhance water bodies and 

catchments 
High 

Increase the number of such features High 
Lowland acidic grassland Maintain, enhance, restore and buffer Very high 
Lowland heathland Protect existing heaths from development and 

damaging activities 
Very high 

Re-create or create new heathlands Very high 
Reedbeds Maintain and create High  
Rivers and streams Maintain and improve the quality and quantity 

of water 
High 

Maintain the quality of all natural existing 
channel features 

High  



Sandstone estatelands 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Very high  

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ diverse 
hedgerows 

Maintain and manage High 

Maintain trees High 
Hedgerows Plant species rich hedges High 
Arable field margins Maintain, improve and restore Very high 
Canals, lakes and ponds Maintain and enhance water bodies and 

catchments 
High 

Increase the number of such features High 
Lowland acidic grassland Maintain, enhance, restore and buffer High 
Lowland heathland Protect existing heaths from development and 

damaging activities 
High 

Re-create or create new heathlands Very high 
Reedbeds Maintain and create High  
Rivers and streams Maintain and improve the quality and quantity 

of water 
High 

Maintain the quality of all natural existing 
channel features 

High  

Unimproved neutral 
grassland 

Maintain and safeguard existing areas High 

Sandstone estatelands: farmland sub-type 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Very high in areas of low landscape quality.   

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ diverse 
hedgerows 

Maintain and manage High 

Maintain trees High 
Hedgerows Plant species rich hedges High 
Arable field margins Maintain, improve and restore Very high 
Lowland heathland Re-create or create new heathlands High 
Rivers and streams Maintain and improve the quality and quantity 

of water 
High 

Maintain the quality of all natural existing 
channel features 

High  

Sandstone hills and heaths 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Moderate  

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland 

Maintain and enhance High 

Ancient/ diverse 
hedgerows 

Maintain and manage High 

Maintain trees High 
Hedgerows Plant species rich hedges High 
Canals, lakes and ponds Maintain and enhance water bodies and 

catchments 
High 

Increase the number of such features High 
Lowland acidic grassland Maintain, enhance, restore and buffer Very high 
Lowland heathland Protect existing heaths from development and 

damaging activities 
Very high 

Re-create or create new heathlands Very high 
Lowland wet grassland Maintain and enhance existing areas High 



Reedbeds Maintain and create High 
Unimproved neutral 
grassland 

Maintain and safeguard existing areas High 

Sandstone hills and heaths: estates 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

High value in discrete areas.  Strategic siting of new native woodland 
would be of great value to reduce effects of fragmentation and isolation 
of ancient woodland.   

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Canals, lakes and ponds Maintain and enhance water bodies and 

catchments 
High 

Increase the number of such features High 
Lowland acidic grassland Maintain, enhance, restore and buffer High 
Reedbeds Maintain and create High 
Rivers and streams Maintain and improve the quality and quantity 

of water 
High 

Maintain the quality of all natural existing 
channel features 

High  

Unimproved neutral 
grassland 

Maintain and safeguard existing areas High 

Sandstone hills and heaths: heathlands 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Generally very low 

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland 

Maintain and enhance High 

Lowland acidic grassland Maintain, enhance, restore and buffer Very high 
Lowland heathland Protect existing heaths from development and 

damaging activities 
Very high 

Re-create or create new heathlands Very high 
Lowland wood pasture and 
parkland 

Maintain and safeguard Very high 

Restore degraded sites Very high 

Sandstone hills and heaths: forest 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Low 

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland 

Maintain and enhance Very high 

Lowland acidic grassland Maintain, enhance, restore and buffer Very high 
Lowland heathland Protect existing heaths from development and 

damaging activities 
Very high 

Re-create or create new heathlands Very high 
Lowland wood pasture and 
parkland 

Maintain and safeguard High 

Restore degraded sites High 
Rivers and streams Maintain and improve the quality and quantity 

of water 
High 

Maintain the quality of all natural existing 
channel features 

High  

Wet woodland Maintain, enhance and restore High 
Prevent further loss High 



Sandstone hills and heaths: minerals working and restoration 
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Very high and note these areas are within the Forest of Mercia 

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Lowland acidic grassland Increase the number of such sites High 
Lowland heathland Re-create or create new heathlands High 

Settled farmlands  
Potential for tree and 
woodland planting 

Moderate to high value.   

Very high and high priorities for habitat provision  
Ancient/ diverse 
hedgerows 

Maintain and manage High 

Maintain trees High 
Hedgerows Plant species rich hedges High 
Unimproved neutral 
grassland 

Maintain and safeguard existing areas High 

Restore High  
Link adjacent sites through habitat creation High 
Create/ re-create new areas High  
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PROMOTED ROUTES AND COMMON LAND WITHIN 
THE STUDY AREA 

1. The Staffordshire Way spans the length of the County from the edge of the 
Peak District in the north to Kinver Edge in the south.  The Way links with 
longer Regional walks and with the Heart of England Way at Cannock Chase 
Country Park.   

2. The Way for the Millennium spans the width of the County from Newport to 
Burton on Trent and passes through the north of the study area through 
Cannock Chase AONB.  The route follows the towpaths of the Staffordshire 
and Worcestershire and the Trent and Mersey canals and also utilises disused 
railway lines which provide easy walking routes.  

3. The Beacon Way green route stretches from Sandwell via Birmingham 
through the countryside of Walsall and into Staffordshire. The route passes 
through the Forest of Mercia, as well as lakes, nature reserves, woods, and 
canal tow paths. The northern end links with the Heart of England Way on 
Gentleshaw Common.  

4. The Darwin Walk is a 15 km circular route around Lichfield and was created 
by the Darwin Walk Trust but is maintained by landowners and the Highways 
Agency. 

5. The circular Forest of Mercia walk north of Walsall and south of the M6 
(Toll) links Pelsall and the adjacent countryside and open spaces including the 
Pelsall North Common (Wood Common) nature reserve, Wyrley Common 
and includes towpath sections on the Wyrley and Essington canal and on the 
Cannock Extension canal where it links to the Beacon Way. 

Table A5.1 List of promoted routes in the study area and total 
length 

Promoted route Managing 
Authority  

Districts 
the route 
passes 
through 

Total 
length of 
Promoted 
Route (km) 

Staffordshire Way Staffordshire County 
Council 

Stafford 127 

Way for the 
Millennium  

Staffordshire County 
Council 

Stafford 61 

Shugborough and 
Sherbrook Valley 

Staffordshire County 
Council 

Stafford 13 

Wildwood to Watton 
Canalside Doorstep 
Walk 

Stafford Borough 
Council 

Stafford 8 

Baswick to Tixall 
Doorstep Walk 

Stafford Borough 
Council 

Stafford 8 

Walton on the Hill � 
Brocton Doorstep 
Walk 

Stafford Borough 
Council 

Stafford 7 

St John School to 
B H ll d

Stafford Borough 
C l

Stafford 5 



Promoted route Managing 
Authority  

Districts 
the route 
passes 
through 

Total 
length of 
Promoted 
Route (km) 

Beacon Hill and 
Hopton Pools 

Council 

Heart of England Way  Staffordshire County 
Council 

Stafford 
Cannock Chase 
Lichfield 

44 

Sabrina Way British Horse Society Stafford 
Cannock Chase 

100 

Cannock Chase Staffordshire County 
Council 

Stafford 
Cannock Chase 

13 

Cannock Chase Cycle 
Route 

Staffordshire County 
Council 

Stafford 
Cannock Chase 

9

Wulfren Way Forest of Mercia Cannock Chase 21 

Brindley Heath Trail Staffordshire County 
Council 

Cannock Chase 3 

RAF Hednesford Staffordshire County 
Council 

Cannock Chase 3 

Military History Foot 
Trail 1 � Milford 

Staffordshire County 
Council 

Cannock Chase 
 

0.6 

Military History Foot 
Trail 2 � Coppice Hill 

Staffordshire County 
Council 

Cannock Chase 
 

0.4 

Military History Foot 
Trail 3 � Chase Road 
Corner 

Staffordshire County 
Council 

Cannock Chase 
 

0.6 

Forest of Mercia Way  Staffordshire County 
Council 

Cannock Chase 
South 
Staffordshire 
Walsall 

20 

Beacon Way  Forest of Mercia & 
Walsall Council 

Cannock Chase 
Lichfield  
Wallsal 

10 

Acton Trussell and 
Bednall    (Note: only a 
small section is within 
study area) 

Staffordshire County 
Council 

South 
Staffordshire 
Disrict 

7

Hammerwich Walks � 
Pipehill Common 

Hammerwich 
Environment Group 

Lichfield 7 

Chasewater to 
Lichfield 

Forest of Mercia & 
Staffordshire County 
Council 

Lichfield 12 

Darwin Walk Darwin Walk Trust Lichfield 15 

Milford Trails Staffordshire County 
Council 

 7 



Table A5.2 Common Land within the study area 

 Common Land Ownership District Total area 
(ha) 

Haywood Warren and 
Satnall Hills 

Natural England 
and Staffordshire 
County Council 

Stafford 348 

Cannock Chase Staffordshire 
County Council 

Stafford 694 

Castle Ring Cannock Chase DC Cannock Chase 6.5 

Wyrley Common Private ownership Cannock Chase 28 

Land fronting Cannock Road 
and Newlands Lane, Heath 
Lanes 

- Cannock Chase 1.5 

Hednesford Hills Private owners and 
Cannock Chase DC

Cannock Chase 90 

White House Land Staffordshire 
County Council 

Cannock Chase 14 

Penkridge Bank Heathland Staffordshire 
County Council 

Cannock Chase 17 

Brindley Heath Staffordshire 
County Council 

Cannock Chase 153 

Shoal Hill Common South Staffordshire 
DC and Cannock 
Chase DC 

South 
Staffordshire 

77 

Gentleshaw Common Lichfield DC Lichfield  88 

Pipe Green Pipe Green Trust Lichfield 8.6 

The Holmes Private ownership 
and Shelstone 
Parish 

Lichfield 1.2 

Pipe Marsh Common Lichfield DC Lichfield  2.6 

Wall Butts Common Lichfield DC Lichfield 8.2 
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Natural England - Natural Assets Grant Scheme Summary

What is it?

• Natural England is managing Advantage West Midland�s (AWM) Natural 
Assets Programme in the form of a delegated grant scheme. Our grant 
scheme will focus on realising economic benefits from new natural 
environmental initiatives aligned with the West Midland region�s strategic 
aspirations. It will enhance and increase the use of the region�s natural asset 
base, maximising its multifunctional potential for communities, tourists, 
businesses and nature and thereby contributing to the West Midland�s 
aspiration to become a world class region. 

• £2 million of regional grants are to be awarded between September 2009 
and January 2013. 

• Claims can be submitted from May 2009. 

The Vision

Natural Assets will increase and enhance the use of the region�s natural asset base, 
realising its multifunctional potential and demonstrating economic gain. 

The Aims

Through our grant scheme we aim to: 

1. Improve regional economic activity linked to the natural asset base, 
demonstrating how the natural environment and regional economy are 
mutually supportive;  

2. Transform existing natural assets in the region realising their economic, social 
and environmental potential; 

3. Create a delivery based legacy by supporting research and the 
development of projects which will enable sustainable use of the region�s 
natural assets in the future.    

 
Outcomes and Targets

Applications will be encouraged that cover one or more of the initiative�s aims. The 
specific planned outcomes and targets for our grant scheme are shown below: 

Aim 1 - Improving the Region�s Economic Activity (linked to the Natural Asset Base) 

Outcomes SMART Targets (to be achieved by the end of the grant scheme).  

a). Realise the economic 
potential of the natural asset 
base. 

 

• Fund 5 projects that will help to realise the economic 
potential of the natural asset base. 

• Create 10 new jobs (including seasonal and temporary 
positions). 

• Safeguard 20 existing jobs and assist 20 people to gain 
employment in the land based sector, including 1 
graduate. 

• Lever in more than £200,000 of private investment.  



• Create 2 new businesses. 
b). Encourage entrepreneurial 
activity based on and around 
the region�s natural assets. 

 

• Fund 2 projects that will encourage entrepreneurial 
activity. 

• Provide 10 days of support for 2 businesses.  

c). Release the economic 
potential of tourism based 
activity linked to the region�s 
natural assets. 

• Establish 2 new regional tourism initiatives. 
• Ensure 2 economic projects that are not focused on 

tourism contribute to the region�s tourism industry by 
attracting 750 extra visitors.  

d). Promote cross boundary links 
to encourage a more flexible 
and exciting way of utilising the 
region�s natural asset base. 

• Establish 3 cross boundary initiatives. 
 

e). Use the natural asset base as 
an outdoor classroom to inform, 
educate and up-skill children of 
all ages and promote the 
environment and land based 
sectors to 14-19 year olds, starting 
to address the current skills gap 
and preparing young people for 
the world of work.  

• Engage 3000 school children with natural asset type 
activities.  

• Engaged 100 young people (14-19) with the natural 
environment making them aware of future employment 
possibilities.  

• Up skill 200 individuals through natural asset experience, 
training and voluntary opportunities.  

f). Engage businesses in new 
collaborations with the natural 
assets. 

• Engaged 5 businesses with the region�s natural assets. 
 

Aim 2 - Transforming the Existing Natural Asset Base 

Outcomes SMART Targets (to be achieved by the end of the 
grant scheme).  

a). Enhance existing urban and rural green 
infrastructure, resulting in high quality natural 
assets, that are accessible to all and improve the 
quality of life for residential and employment 
communities as well as tourists.  

• Fund 5 projects that will help to transform 
the region�s natural asset base.  

• Lever in £500,000 of further public 
investment. 

• Improve the quality of 10 or more natural 
assets so they enhance an area�s appeal 
for businesses, residents and 
communities.  

b). Embrace opportunities that allow the 
potential of the natural asset base to be fully 
utilised to enable more active and healthy 
communities.  

• Fund 5 projects that present opportunities 
for children and adults to improve their 
health through active participation with 
the region�s natural assets. 

• Support projects that will enable 5000 
people to experience the West Midland�s 
Natural Assets, with 10% of these 
experiencing aspects associated to 
healthy living.  

d). Maximise opportunities that specifically 
promote the West Midlands as a region of good 
practice, demonstrating how the natural 
environment and regional economy are mutually 

ti

• Fund 10 projects that will actively 
promote the West Midlands as an 
innovative region with regards to 
demonstrating the links between the 
environment and the regional economy.  



supportive. 

Aim 3 - Creating a Delivery Based Legacy 

Outcomes SMART Targets (to be achieved by the end of the 
grant scheme).  

a). Enable the completion of modest regional 
research based projects that will specifically 
enable the region to better utilise the natural 
assets to create sustainable communities and 
contribute towards addressing the productivity 
gap. 

• Establish 2 research based projects that 
will enhance the existing knowledge 
base and support the development of 
future natural asset based projects and 
programmes.  

b). Enable the development of new project 
concepts that have the potential to lever in 
further external funds that will lead to natural 
asset based initiatives that meet the objectives of 
the Natural Assets Programme. These concepts 
will go on to be delivered beyond the 
programme�s 4 year lifespan, creating a delivery 
based legacy.   

• Develop 3 new regional projects so that 
further external funding can be secured 
during and after the closure of the 
Natural Asset Programme.  

 

Where?

• Applications meeting our aims and outcomes will be encouraged from across 
the region for both urban and rural areas and will include cross boundary 
initiatives.  Applicants who are based outside of the West Midlands will be eligible 
to apply as long as their project activity is focused on and takes place within the 
West Midlands.  

• Projects funded will deliver work in areas such as the West Midland�s Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, National and Local Nature Reserves, Sites Important 
to Nature Conservation (SINC), green spaces, river and canal corridors; linking 
places where people live and work with these natural assets. 

• £500,000 will be ring-fenced to support delivery of projects within, or linked to, 
protected landscapes in the West Midlands region subject to high quality eligible 
applications coming forward. 

When?

• The grant scheme will run from May 2009 and be open for applications from 
September 2009 to the end of September 2012. 

• Decisions to which applications are successful will be made by AWM and 
Natural England at regular intervals during the programme.  

• Funded projects will be completed and claimed for by applicants before the 
end of January 2013. The scheme will close at the end of March 2013 unless 



an extension is agreed between AWM and Natural England. The details of 
such an extension will have to be acceptable to both parties. 

How Much?

• Between September 2009 and January 2013, £2 million will be distributed by 
the Grant Panel, our aim will be to make a minimum of 15 grant awards. 
Claims may be submitted to AWM from May 2009 onwards to cover the costs 
of setting up and marketing the project so that it can officially open for 
applications during September 2009. 

• The grants awarded will be between £80,000 and £250,000 and represent a 
maximum of 90% of a grantees total project costs. 

• Applications meeting Aim 3 only will be awarded grants of between £35,000 
and £50,000 and represent a maximum of 90% of a grantees total project 
costs.  

• All grants awarded must be claimed by applicants by the end of January 
2013. 

Who Will Benefit?

Funded projects are expected to bring about benefits for all parts of society and it 
will be our priority to fund projects that will result in lasting change.   

The initiative has an aspiration to help: 
• People currently under-represented in terms of contact with the natural 

environment; 
• Communities and individuals experiencing social exclusion.  

 
However, as the main focus of the initiative is to create opportunities for economic 
gain, the main beneficiaries will be: 

• People who live outside of the West Midlands but who enhance the economy 
when they visit the region e.g. tourists; 

• People who have the potential to utilise natural assets close to their places of 
work during the working day. 

• People disadvantaged by where they live through a lack of accessible 
natural environments; 

• SMEs and other organisations that are keen to utilise the natural environment 
in a sympathetic way to create economic opportunities for the region. 

Eligibility 

Applications will be accepted from: 

• voluntary organisations; 
• registered not-for-profit charities and trusts;  
• local authorities;  



• other statutory bodies.  
• SME and other private bodies as long as the benefits gained from 

implementing their projects will be of wider benefit to the region�s natural 
assets and population and that any application fully complies with state aid 
regulations (the de minimis rules). 

• Eligible applicants must have a legally binding constitution and be able to 
provide evidence of their financial soundness and accountability. 

To be eligible for funding projects should ideally: 

• be partnerships that bring together local people with recognised constituted 
community groups, voluntary, local authority and/or statutory bodies and 
businesses to achieve its outcomes. 

• involve local people in developing, making decisions about and 
implementing projects, and indicate how this involvement will be sustained in 
the long term. 

• be requesting funding that is additional to and does not substitute that which 
would normally be provided by a statutory authority.  

 

We Will Not Fund

• Project work which has already started. 
• Capital items or staff costs not directly associated with the delivery of the 

project. 
• Projects more reasonably funded by another grant scheme such as the Rural 

Development Programme for England and the Big Lottery funded Changing 
Spaces Programme; 

• Work which the applicant has a duty to carry out including site safety works 
and on-going routine site maintenance where this is not part of a 
community/volunteer initiative. 

• Transformation work on private land that has restricted access for the general 
public such as private gardens and estates, schools etc.  

• Project development costs unless the application is solely focused on Aim 3. 
• Lease payments and licences.  
 

As part of the assessment process, the reasonableness of costs of proposed projects 
will be considered. A guidance note or list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) will 
also be prepared to guide applicants on what elements of a project will be eligible. 

Assessment Criteria

All applications will be assessed and scored against a number of standard criteria 
which will reflect our overall priorities and the outcomes we wish to achieve through 
the grant scheme. 

0 = no evidence of contribution 
1 = limited evidence of contribution 
2 = clear evidence of contribution 



3 = strong evidence of contribution 

Applications will be scored 0-3 against each of the following: 

Aims and Outcomes � the applicant clearly demonstrates how their project delivers 
against our grant scheme aims 1 to 3 and will help us to meet our outcomes and 
targets. 

Target Beneficiaries � the applicant demonstrates that their project will bring lasting, 
positive change for our target beneficiaries in terms of their opportunity to access, 
enjoy and engage with the region�s natural assets. 

Future Funding Requirements � the applicant has considered their future funding 
requirements and how their project will be delivered and sustained in the future.  

Regional Fit � the applicant clearly demonstrates how their project complements 
and integrates with other regional funding programmes, strategies and plans 
(including Natural England�s regional Spatial County Based Tactical Plans and 
AWM�s wider objectives).  

Environmental Impact and Sustainability � the applicant has considered the 
environmental impact of their project; has put in place measures to ensure that its 
impact will be positive, sustainable and to minimise its carbon footprint and have a 
positive impact on climate change. 

Health and Wellbeing � the applicant demonstrates how their project will use the 
natural asset base to help address issues relating to health, wellbeing and tackle the 
problem of obesity resulting in fitter and more active communities and lower sickness 
absence. 

Recreation and Leisure � the applicant demonstrates how their project will provide 
increased opportunities for recreation and leisure in the natural environment having 
a positive impact on health, cohesive communities and tourism. 

Tourism � the project will result in an increase in the number of visitors experiencing 
and enjoying the region�s natural assets and the quality of the visits are enhanced. 

Quality of Place � the applicant demonstrates that their project will have a direct 
and positive impact on quality of the natural asset base; establishing welcoming, 
well managed, wildlife rich places that are accessible to all; thus making the region 
more attractive and useable for residents and visitors alike. 

Education and Up-Skilling � the applicant demonstrates that their project will 
increase the skill levels of individuals resulting in the narrowing of the current land 
based skills gap and/or increasing the general education, learning and volunteering 
opportunities resulting in a greater understanding of the links between our natural 
assets and the regional economy. 



Land and Biodiversity � the applicant demonstrates how their project will have a 
positive impact on vital habitats and those who work for the land based sector. 

Economic Growth and Investment � the applicant demonstrates how their project 
will contribute to attracting and helping to retain more motivated staff in greener 
settings. 

Labour Productivity � applicant demonstrates how their project will lead to improved 
environments and green spaces near workplaces that could then help to reduce 
employee sickness absence and help to increase productivity. 

 

Natural England 
Margaret Grindle, Nigel King and Pete Johnstone 
April 2009 
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MAIN STAKEHOLDER CONTACTS: 
Organisation Name Email address Role 
Staffordshire CC Ali Glaisher  ali.glaisher@staffordshire.gov.uk Principal Ecologist 

Naomi Perry nperry@staffordbc.gov.uk Planner Stafford BC 

Bill Waller wwaller@staffordbc.gov.uk Biodiversity 

Lichfield DC John Smith john.smith@lichfielddc.gov.uk Greens & Open Spaces 
Strategic Manager 

Cannock Chase DC Sarah Rudge SarahRudge@cannockchasedc.gov.ukAssistant Planning Officer 

South Staffordshire Hayden Baugh 
Jones

H.Baugh-Jones@sstaffs.gov.uk Landscape Planning 
Manager 

Walsall MBC Simon Phipps PhippsSM@Walsall.gov.uk Team leader, Natural 
Environment 

Nick Grayson nick.grayson@birmingham.gov.uk Nature Conservation & 
Sustainability Manager 

John Porter john.porter@birmingham.gov.uk Manager of Sutton Park 

Birmingham CC 

Mike Hodder Mike.Hodder@birmingham.gov.uk Planning Archaeologist 

Sandwell MBC Kaliegh Lowe Kaliegh_lowe@sandwell.gov.uk Planning Policy 

Birmingham & Black 
Country LBAP 

Dave Haslam dave.h@bbcwildlife.org.uk Biodiversity Action Plan 
Co-ordinator 

Staffordshire LBAP Claire 
Waterson 

c.waterson@staffs-wildlife.org.uk Biodiversity Co-ordinator 

Staffordshire Wildlife 
Trust 

Dave Cadman d.cadman@staffs-wildlife.org.uk Wildlife Sites Co-ordinator

Cannock Chase 
AONB 

Ruth Hytch ruth.hytch@staffordshire.gov.uk AONB Officer 

Ewan Calcott ewan.calcott@forestry.gsi.gov.uk Grants and Regulations 
Manager 

Forestry 
Commission 

Simon West simon.west@forestry.gsi.gov.uk Partnerships & Policy 
Manager 

British Waterways Mike Youe mike.youe@britishwaterways.co.uk Environment & Heritage 
Manager 

Forest of Mercia Rebecca Banks rebecca.banks@staffordshire.gov.uk Community Forest Manager
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List of data sources/ references: 

Reports/studies: 
Regional/ sub-regional/ BEA 
West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy, Jan 2008 (plus info on Phase 3 revisions) 
Enhancing biodiversity across the West Midlands, NE & West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership 
Cannock Chase to Sutton Park Biodiversity Enhancement Area (BEA) profile 
Cannock Chase to Sutton Park Biodiversity Enhancement Area (BEA) report, Living Landscapes 
Project, University of Reading & others, Sept 2005 
Green Infrastructure � A Prospectus for the West Midlands Region, West Midlands Regional 
Assembly 
JCA 067: Cannock Chase and Cank Wood, Environmental Stewardship Guidance Notes 2005 
The Green Arc Partnership � A Prospectus, Dec 2001 
West Midlands Regional Habitat Data Project, Stage 2 report, West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership, 
Nov 2008 (plus GIS mapping) 
Landscape Scale Working Project, Penny Anderson Associates Ltd, Dec 2006 (Volume 1 main report 
incl figs & appendices) (Volume 2 � GIS Technical Report � requested from NE)
Staffordshire County 
Our County, Our Vision A Sustainable Community Strategy for Staffordshire 2008-2023, Staffs 
County Council 
Staffordshire LAA 2008-2011 
Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Structure Plan saved policies and key diagram 1996-2011, Feb 2002 
Planning for Landscape Change, SPD to the Staffs & Stoke-on-Trent Structure Plan (incl. appendix 2 � 
preferred areas for woodland initiatives) 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Staffordshire 
Stafford BC 
PPG17 Assessment & open space, sport & recreation facilities strategy, Consultation Report, Oct 
2008 
Lichfield DC 
Open Space Assessment, Lichfield DC, Dec 2007 (incl. technical appendices & also draft SPD 2005) 
A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield DC, Dec 2006 
Strategic Landscape & Biodiversity Assessment, Lichfield DC, Dec 2007 
Historic Environment Character Assessment, Lichfield DC, Draft Sept 2008 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, Lichfield DC 
Cannock Chase DC 
Open Space, Sport & Recreation SPD, Draft, Cannock Chase DC, May 2007 (This is discontinued and 
PPG17 assessment in process of being updated) 
Developer Contributions SPD, Cannock Chase DC, Nov 2008 
Play Strategy 2007-2012, Cannock Chase DC 
Leisure Strategy 2007-2012, Cannock Chase DC 
Playing Pitch Strategy Review, Cannock Chase DC, Aug 2007 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, Cannock Chase DC 
AONB management plan 2009-2014 
South Staffordshire 
Open Space Audit, South Staffordshire Council, April 2008 
Open Space Strategy, Draft for Consultation, South Staffordshire Council, Sept 2008 
Playing Pitch Strategy, South Staffordshire Council, Oct 2007 
The Black Country 
The Black Country Study, May 2006 
The Black Country Joint Core Strategy Preferred Options Report, March 2008 plus key map 
Walsall Met BC 
Walsall Sustainable Community Strategy 
Walsall Local Area Agreement 2008-2011, May 2008 
Walsall Green Space Strategy 2006-2011, Draft for consultation, July 2006 
Urban Open Space, SPD to Walsall UDP, April 2006 
Conserving Walsall�s Natural Environment, SPD to Walsall UDP, April 2008 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan 



Reports/studies: 
Birmingham City Council 
Sustainable Community Strategy, Be Birmingham (LSP) 
Local Area Agreement, Be Birmingham (LSP) 
Vision for Sutton Park leaflet, Birmingham City Council 
The future of Birmingham�s Playing Pitches, Nov 2006 
The Future of Birmingham�s Parks & Open Spaces, SPD, Nov 2006 (plus GIS data & hard copy map) 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
Sandwell Met BC 
Sandwell Green Space Audit, 2006 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan (Sandwell) 

Web extracts: 
DCLG web summaries of the growth points close to the study area (Stafford, Black 
Country/Sandwell, & East Staffordshire/Burton-upon-Trent) 
Intro to Greening for Growth programme of env. improvements north of study area (around Stoke-
on-Trent) 
The Black Country Consortium � summary of policy & strategy approach (group of LAs which 
comprise the Black Country is Walsall Met BC, Sandwell Met BC, Dudley Met BC) 
Black Country as an Urban Park (includes overall plan and specific GI projects) 
Walsall�s Sustainable Community Strategy � summary page showing how links with wider docs incl. 
Black Country level, regional & national level. 
Walsall Council �Transforming your space� mainly play & youth improvement projects resulting from 
successful Big Lottery bid under its �Fair Share� initiative. 
Staffordshire Development Plan Index - Staffordshire County Council 
List of Lichfield DC evidence base documents. 

Useful websites: 
 
West Midlands Regional Observatory  www.wmro.org/homeTemplate.aspx/Home 
Black Country Joint Core Strategy http://blackcountrycorestrategy.dudley.gov.uk/ 
Black Country Consortium www.blackcountryconsortium.co.uk 
Black Country as an Urban Park http://blackcountryup.co.uk/ 
Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council www.walsall.gov.uk 
Walsall Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) www.wbsp.org.uk 
Birmingham City Council www.birmingham.gov.uk 
Birmingham LSP www.bebirmingham.org.uk 
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council www.laws.sandwell.gov.uk 
Staffordshire County Council www.staffordshire.gov.uk 
Staffordshire Strategic Partnership www.staffordshirepartnership.org.uk 
Lichfield District Council www.lichfielddc.gov.uk 
South Staffordshire Council www.sstaffs.gov.uk 
Staffordshire County Council �e-land� www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/e-land/ 
Stafford Borough Council www.staffordbc.gov.uk 
Cannock Chase District Council www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk 


