
 

 

Air quality advice relating to the fire at Oak Tree Farm, Slitting Mill 

1st November 2016 

Cannock Chase Council is undertaking air quality monitoring to assess the potential health impact of 

smoke from the fire at Oak Tree Farm, Slitting Mill. The following information is intended as a simple 

guide to inform the public of any impact the smoke may have on air quality and whether practical 

measures are required to minimise any health effects during this period.   

Which areas are likely to be affected over the next 24 hours?  

Weather data for the local area can be found at 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/forecast/gcqs5uzk6  

Met office data suggests that the wind direction will be: north-east, north-north-east, north, north, 

north-west and west-north-west. 

Smoke is therefore likely to predominantly blow towards the following areas:  Birches Valley, 

Marquis Drive Visitor Centre, Moors Gorse, Wandon. 

As can be seen on this map of the area: 
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Current Levels of Pollution 

The monitoring is focussing on particulate matter as we know that exposure to high levels of 

particulates is associated with short term health effects, such as respiratory and eye irritation. 

Monitoring indicates that levels are as follows: 

Date 
07:00 to 07:00 

Index Banding  
1 (lowest) to 10 (highest) 

Slitting Mill  Pear Tree  

31st Oct to  1st Nov 2 Low 10 Very High 

*https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/a ir -pollut ion/daqi  

Current Health Advice 

In areas likely to be affected over the next 24 hours, Defra’s current standard advice is as follows: 

Area Air 
Pollution 
Banding 

At-risk individuals+1 General Population1 

Applicable 
to Slitting 
Mill  

Low Enjoy your usual outdoor activities. Enjoy your usual outdoor 
activities. 

Applicable 
to Pear 
Tree  

Very 
High 

Adults and children with lung problems, adults 
with heart problems, and older people, should 
avoid strenuous physical activity. People with 
asthma may find they need to use their reliever 
inhaler more often. 

Reduce physical exertion, 
particularly outdoors, 
especially if you 
experience symptoms 
such as cough or sore 
throat. 

+
Adults and children with heart or lung problems are at greater risk of symptoms. Follow your doctor's usual 

advice about exercising and managing your condition. It is possible that very sensitive individuals may 

experience health effects even on Low air pollution days. Anyone experiencing symptoms should follow the 

guidance provided at the following link. 

*It should be noted that we are approaching a time of year when there are likely to be seasonal celebrations 

involving bonfires and fireworks, as well as gardeners burning autumnal garden waste. This may lead to 

periods of elevated air pollution which may be picked up by the air quality monitoring equipment. However, 

these are not likely to have a significant impact on public health. 

If you are experiencing health effects that you think may be related to the incident, seek medical 

advice by calling NHS 111 or by contacting your General Practitioner (GP). If a medical consultant is 

already treating an existing health condition, discuss your concerns and symptoms with them. In the 

case of an emergency call 999. 

                                                           
1
 Health advice from http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/guide/weather/air-quality#effects-of-air-pollution  
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