
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 5 JULY, 2005 
 

AT THE AQUARIUS BALLROOM, VICTORIA STREET, HEDNESFORD 
 

 
PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 

 
Councillors: 

 
Ball, G.D. 
Burnett, J. 
Daly, K. 
Grice, Mrs. D. 

Jones, Mrs. A.E. 
Stretton, Mrs. P.Z. 
Turville, R.C. 

 
Cannock Chase Council Officers
 
Mr. S. Shilvock (Head of Environmental Health & Public Protection) 
Mr. R. Phillips (Head of Regeneration 
Mr. G. Watson (Economic Development Manager) 
Mr. T. Walsh (Leisure Services Manager) 
Mrs. G. Cheal (Economic Development Officer – Projects) 
Miss J. Tunnicliffe (Chief Executive’s Secretariat) 
 
Also present, representatives from the following organisations:- 
 
Staffordshire County Council 
Staffordshire Police 
Hednesford Town Council 
Local Press 
Local Residents (approximately 50) 

 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. P.Z. Stretton, Dr. A. Wright MP, 
Mr. D. Burns, Staffordshire Police, Mr. G. Morley, Cannock Chase Technical College and 
Mr. R. Jones, Chase Chamber of Commerce). 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman 
  
 Councillor J. Burnett was appointed Chairman for the 2005-06 Municipal Year. 
  
2. Appointment of Vice-Chairman 
  
 Councillor Mrs. D. Grice was appointed Vice-Chairman for the 2005-06 Municipal Year. 
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3. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 20 April 2005 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
4. Issues Arising from Previous Meeting 
  
 Leisure Issues – Lack of Youth Facilities in Hednesford 
  
 Councillor R.C. Turville asked for clarification from the last meeting in relation to youth 

facilities, whether Hednesford lacked facilities for youths. 
  
 Mr. Walsh, Leisure Services Manager confirmed that there was insufficient space in 

Hednesford with regard to the lack of youth facilities. 
  
5. Update – Hednesford Health Centre 
  
 A representative from Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust (PCT) reported that the health 

centre would be open by 12 September 2005, and was slightly behind schedule. 
  
 The opening will be publicised near the time and will include visits around the health centre for 

those interested. Times are yet to be arranged. 
  
 It was explained that those patients who currently visit G.P.’s at the health centre would soon 

receive a letter confirming changes in details etc. 
  
 It was reported that the first car park space near the front of the building was planned to be a 

designated drop off space for disabled persons. 
  
6. Item Requested by Member of the Public 
  
 Howard Crescent Play Area 
  
 It was reported that Howard Crescent play area has been subject to vandalism and recently a 

resident requested that the Council remove the play equipment, however, the residents has 
complained that no response has been received from the Council. 

  
 County Councillor Mrs. Woodward explained that she has been trying to speak with someone 

from the Council, and still she has not received a response.  
  
 Mr. Shilvock assured County Councillor Mrs. Woodward that the equipment would be removed 

from the play area. 
  
7. Highways Issues 
  
 Speeding Traffic on Stafford Lane and Rugeley Road Pelican Crossing 
  
 Mr. Debens representing Staffordshire County Council reported that Toucan crossings would 

be incorporated and included in the Chase Heritage Trail Project.  
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 Mr. Debens reported that it is proposed that capital money be used from the County Council’s 
budgets to install Toucan crossings on both Stafford Lane and Rugeley Road towards the end 
of 2005 beginning of 2006. 

  
 Sharon Way, Hednesford 
  
 Councillor R.C. Turville reported that he had recently received all questionnaires in relation to 

the parking problems on Sharon Way, he explained that the information would be collated and 
the results provided at a future meeting of the Forum.  

  
8. Items Raised from Previous Meeting 
  
 Update – Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration 
  
 Mr. Phillips, Head of Regeneration explained that consultation had taken place with regard to 

the schemes at Rugeley Road site (land between Market Street and Victoria Street), the 
Aquarius/Bus Station site and the former Lucas building in Market Street.  

  
 At the end of the consultation a number of schemes were selected.  These include a large 

food retailer at the Aquarius site and a discount food retailer at the Rugeley Road site.  The 
intention is to form “anchors” at each end of the town centre and encourage footfall between 
the two, which in turn would support the existing trade in Market Street.   

  
 The selection process involved obtaining the agreement from the Council’s Cabinet for 

developers for each of the schemes. It was decided that St Modwen be appointed as 
developer for the Rugeley Road site and the Aquarius Bus Station site and Pritchard Holdings 
be appointed as developer for the former Lucas site.  

  
 Mr. Phillips reported that at the last meeting he had provided an update stating that the 

Council was in negotiation with St. Modwen for the “gateway” Rugeley Road scheme to 
introduce approximately 20,000ft of retail floor space, including a discount food store and a 
pub/restaurant development, which would also increase the number of car park spaces 
supporting the bottom end of Market Street.  Operators have been identified for the 
pub/restaurant and the discount food store.  

  
 With regard to the Lucas site, a proposal has been made by Prichard Holdings for an arcade 

of shops, a museum and restaurant known as the ‘musetary’, which will include apartments 
over and a link to/new roof to the library. 

  
 Mr. Phillips stated that discussions on the commercial viability of the Pritchard Holdings 

scheme have been ongoing and a report will soon be submitted to the Council’s Cabinet in 
order to present the options proposed by Pritchard Holdings. 

  
 Councillor C. Collis reported that he is a Member of the Sentinel Working Group and 

Hednesford Town Council and stated that a vast amount of consultation has already taken 
place with local people.  He also felt that Hednesford Town is in desperate need of 
regeneration and that the opportunities presented by these schemes should be taken forward 
as soon as possible.  
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 Fortnightly Refuse Collection 
  
 Mr. Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health and Public Protection reported that the first 8,000 

properties have now received brown bins and a tonnage of green waste has been collected. 
  
 It was explained that those properties such as flats and hard to access properties will not have 

bins delivered, however, other arrangements will be put in place to ensure waste is removed, 
including for those with clinical waste.  

  
 Mr. Shilvock stated that phase 4 of the delivery will be to Hednesford, and that properties 

should receive their bins week commencing 8 August 2005. Stickers will be placed on the bins 
informing residents what date the first collection will be and what items can be included in the 
bin, a leaflet will be produced and sent out to the District shortly. 

  
 Mr. Shilvock explained that local people need to know of the enhancements with regard to 

recycling and further explained that plastic bottles can now be included in the blue recycling 
boxes, and if the boxes are full additional recycling material will be taken. 

  
 Mr. Shilvock stated that the Council is required to reach government targets. The current 

government target to reach is 18 per cent, however, the Council is currently only reaching 11 
per cent. Participation in kerbside recycling is currently 51 per cent. If government targets were 
not adhered to the Council would face financial penalties as set by the Waste Omissions 
Trading Act, which has an annual limit for landfill waste. If the current performance throughout 
the District were to continue, by 2009/10 the Council would have exhausted the amount that 
could be used, therefore projected penalties would be £150 per tonne of waste. 

  
 Mr. Shilvock explained to members of the public that any waste left by the side of bins would 

not be collected, due to safety issues. 
  
 Pye Green Road – Noise and Nuisance caused by Scrambling Bikes 
  
 Mr. Shilvock explained that the company responsible for organising biking events on the land 

off Pye Green Road, Hednesford has now withdrew from staging any of its events on the land 
and no complaints have been received in the last 6-8 weeks. 

  
9. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Suggestions of issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought. It was 

explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend and debate the issues 
and answer any questions. 

  
 It was agreed that the following items be included on the Agenda for discussion at the next 

meeting of the Forum and that appropriate representatives be requested to attend to respond 
to these issues. 

  
 • Update on Pye Green Valley (Requested by Councillor R.C. Turville) 

• Update on Sharon Way (Requested by Councillor R.C. Turville) 
• Representative to attend from Staffordshire County Council with regard  

to the recent press release concerning fines being issued to parents  
who take their children out of school for holidays (Requested by  
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Councillor C. Collis) 
• Radio Masts (Requested by Councillor Mrs. D. Grice) 
• Stafford Lane (Requested by Councillor G. Ball) 
• Hednesford Town Centre Re-development (Requested by Councillor G. Ball) 
• Fortnightly Refuse Collection (Requested by Councillor G. Ball) 
• Headstones and Memorials (Requested by Mr. West, Local Resident) 
• Graffiti in Hednesford Town Centre (Requested by Local Resident) 
• Speeding Traffic at Hill Top, Hednesford (Requested by Local Resident) 
• Car Parking at the railway station, Hednesford (Requested by Hednesford Town 

Councillor representative, Mrs. Turville) 
  
10. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The Forum noted the dates of future meetings: - 
  
 • 18 October 2005 

• 10 January 2006 
• 04 April 2006 
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