
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 10 JANUARY, 2006 
 

AT THE AQUARIUS BALLROOM, VICTORIA STREET, HEDNESFORD 
 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 
  
 Councillors 
  
 Burnett, J. (Chairman) 
 Grice, Mrs. D. (Vice-Chairman) 
  
  Ball, G.D. Turville, R.C.  
  Jones, Mrs. A.E.  
    
 Cannock Chase Council Officers  
    
  Mr. S.G. Brown (Chief Executive) 

Mrs. K. Cooper (PR and Marketing Manager) 
Mr. L. Neate (Interim Waste and Engineering Service Manager) 
Ms. A. Whitehouse (Leisure Development Manager) 
Mr. B. Phillips (Head of Planning and Regeneration) 
Mr. G. Watson (Economic Development Manager) 
Mr. T. Walsh (Parks and Open Spaces Manager) 
Miss. J. Tunnicliffe (Chief Executive’s Secretariat) 

   
 Also Present, Representatives from the Following Organisations: - 
  
  St. Modwen Developments Plc 

Staffordshire County Council 
Hednesford Town Council 
Local Press 
Staffordshire Ambulance Service 
Circle of Residents Association 
Local Residents (approximately 45) 

   
(Apologies for absence were received from Nicola Sawyer, Cannock Chase Council and Dr. 
Wright, M.P. Member of Parliament (Cannock Chase Constituency)). 
 
Prior to commencement of the meeting officers of the Council introduced themselves to 
members of the public and the Chief Executive informed those present of fire exits within the 
building. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to read the following statement:- 
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“As many of you will be aware, the safety testing of headstones began last year in Cannock 
Chase. 
 
The testing followed a Local Authority Circular that was published by the Health and Safety 
Executive and which highlighted the increasing attention that burial authorities must apply to 
the risks surrounding memorial stability in cemeteries. 
 
To date there have been six fatalities and 60 reported incidents of injury involving headstones 
and memorials in the last five years. 
 
This concern, allied with the Health and Safety at Work Act and the Occupiers Liability Act, 
places a statutory duty on local authorities to ensure all of its cemeteries are as safe as is 
reasonably practicable for all employees and members of the public. 
 
We appreciate that this is a particularly sensitive issue and so are doing all we can to try and 
avoid any distress to the families concerned. 
 
If anyone has any specific queries or concerns regarding the testing of headstones, please 
speak to the officers at the back of the room who will be able to answer your questions. 
 
There are also forms available for anyone who would like to receive more information about 
getting headstones that have failed the testing repaired. 
 
And in addition, we will be holding two open days at the Stile Cop Cemetery on Saturday 11 
and Monday 13 February between 10am and 12pm and 1pm and 3pm, where people can get 
more information about the testing and also see a demonstration of the actual testing process”. 
 
The Chairman then informed the public that Mr. Tom Walsh, the Council’s Parks and Open 
Spaces Manager would be available to answer queries relating to headstones and memorials. 
 
 
1. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 18 October, 2005 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Matters Arising 
  
 There were no matters arising. 
  
3. St. Modwen Developments Ltd. – Rugeley Road Scheme 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Mr. John Dodds, Director (Midlands Region) and Mr. Ian 

Romano to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Dodds reported that over the last 12 months St. Modwen Developments Ltd had been 
working in partnership with the Council.  He explained that the aim of the Rugeley Road 
Scheme was to attract more visitors and shoppers into Hednesford Town Centre. 
 
Mr. Romano explained that the current draft configuration of units included several 
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elements including a discount food retailer, 2-storey public house and restaurant  and 
several retail units.  An enlarged car park and public art would also be included in the 
scheme. 
 
He explained that the design would be submitted to the Council’s Planning Control 
Committee during the next few months.  Following approval, site assembly work, new 
access and construction could start during September 2006.  It was hoped the work 
would be completed by March 2007. 

 
It was reported that as part of the scheme, St. Modwen Developments Ltd would consider 
the possibility of providing CCTV coverage for the Hednesford War Memorial. 
 

4. Cannock Chase Local Development Framework - Information 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Mr. Bob Phillips, the Councils Head of Planning and 

Regeneration, to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Phillips reported that the Cannock Chase Local Development Framework would be 
replacing the current Local Plan.  He explained that a number of documents in the 
framework and strategy were produced and had been submitted to the Council’s 
Environment Select Committee.  The Environment Select Committee Members felt that it 
was of importance to ask through Community Forums, for comments from members of 
the public. 
 
He explained that consultation would end around February/March followed by a 
combination of advance publicity and press articles. 

  
5. Feedback Regarding Review of Community Forums 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Mrs. Kathryn Cooper, the Council’s PR and Marketing Manager 

to the meeting. 
 
Mrs. Cooper reported that reviews of all Community Forums had been undertaken during 
October/November 2005.  Consultation exercises were carried out where three main 
issues were identified.  Those issues included better publicity, more central venues and 
time limits for speakers.  A number of medium/long-term aims were also identified which 
included microphones at venues, a web page and an interactive web page. 
 
A number of short term issues were identified which have been implemented, these are: - 
 

• Name badges for Council officers 
• Name plates on top table 
• Top table for Council officers 
• Question form which includes a section for comments on improvements at 

Community Forums 
  
6. Police Issues 
  
 Update regarding speed-reducing measures in Stafford Lane. 
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The Chairman reported that following the last meeting a letter was forwarded to 
Staffordshire Casualty Reduction Partnership with a request that the mobile speed 
enforcement vehicle be in operation in the Hilltop area of Hednesford. 
 
It was reported that no response had been received to date. 

  
7. Items Arising from Previous Meeting 
  
 Update – Fortnightly Refuse Collection 

 
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Les Neate, the Council’s Interim Waste and Engineering 
Services Manager to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Neate explained that the Council was currently investigating the possibility of invessel 
composting for the recycling of cardboard. 
 
Some concern was raised that recycling was not working well.  However it was reported 
that recycling was working and the recycling figures were now just over 20 per cent.  
 
Update – Hednesford War Memorial 
 
The Chairman reported that work was now complete on the war memorial. 
 
Update – Stafford Lane Pedestrian Crossing 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr. John Debens representing Staffordshire County Council. 
 
Mr. Debens reported that the budget provision was still in place for toucan crossings on 
Stafford Lane and the A460, provided through the Chase Heritage Trail. 
 

8. Questions from Members of the Public 
  
 Question 1 

 
What facilities are available for young people in Hednesford from the Youth Service, 
Leisure Services, Churches and other organisations?  (Requested by Councillor Mrs. 
Woodward on behalf of local resident Mrs. Owen). 
 
The Chairman welcomed Ms. Adrienne Whitehouse, the Council’s Leisure Development 
Manager. 
 
Ms. Whitehouse informed members of the public that a wide range of activities were 
available for young people in Hednesford, which included:- 
 

  Arts Development 
  Sport Development 
  A range of activities and holiday activities through the museum 
  After School Clubs 
  Opportunity for young people to work with staff and attain qualifications 

through Cannock Chase Technical College 
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 Ms. Whitehouse explained that the Chase It programme operated all year round and was 

available for young people between 5 and 13 offering a range of trips and activities.  The 
programme was based around 14 separate areas of consultation on activities. 

 
It was reported that the Council holds information on other clubs and societies in the 
District. 

 
Some discussion took place as to the type of facilities that people would like to see for 
youths in the Hednesford area. 

 
Ms. Whitehouse reported that youth facilities available from the Council were advertised 
through high schools, Cannock Chase Technical College, consultation through the 
Citizens Panel, brochures to all school children within the District, postcards, sports 
directory and establishments such as Coniston and the Museum of Cannock Chase. 

 
John Debens reported that the Staffordshire Youth Service provides the following:- 
 

  Youth Clubs and Projects 
  Detached Youth Work/Mobile Provision 
  VOICE – Chase Youth Forum 
  Work with Schools 
  Summer Activities/U Project 
  
 Discussion took place concerning the lack of establishments for youths to meet with their 

friends.  A number of people regarded Hednesford as being a ‘black hole’ regarding 
facilities provided by the Youth Service. 

 
Question 2 
 
Has any individual/political group/organisation put forward schemes that would benefit 
Hednesford from the above sale? 
 
Mr. Phillips explained that the Council received correspondence from both District and 
County Councillors detailing how the land could be disposed of.  Suggestions included 
utilising the land for facilities for youths and a war memorial.  The suggestions related to 
proper development and could be picked up under S106 agreements. 
  
Question 3 
 
Concern with the lack of public consultation with regard to the adopted development brief 
for Pye Green Valley (Requested by Ms. Pearce, a local resident). 
 
Ms. Pearce, local resident explained that approximately 18 months ago around 150 
residents responded to an advert placed by the Council in a local newspaper asking if 
anyone wanted to attend a meeting to look at plans regarding Pye Green Valley 
development.  It was reported that it took the Council over 6 months to reply and arrange 
this. 
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Local residents were informed that a forum would be held to discuss Pye Green Valley, 
however only members of the Valley Committee were invited and not all of the other 
residents that had shown interest in attending the meeting. 

 
Ms. Pearce explained that when members of the Valley Committee attended the meeting, 
they were told what was going to happen and not given any time scales, and those 
people that did not want the development were ignored. 

  
9. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman explained that questions were invited from Members of the Public to be 

included on the Agenda for the next Forum scheduled for 4 April 2006. He explained that 
a form had been circulated and should be posted to the address on the form containing 
the relevant question. 

  
10. Date of Future Meeting 
  
 The Chairman reported the following date for the next Community Forum meeting. 
  
 4 April, 2006 
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