
 
 
Children 
 
The licensing authority is committed to protecting children from harm and views this as an 
important licensing objective. The Council’s licensing team works with Children’s Services 
during the development of licensing policy where the protection of children is concerned. 
Intelligence sharing and the exchange of current strategy developed by Staffordshire and 
Stoke on Trent Safeguarding Children’s Boards ensure that the protection of children from 
harm remains key.  
 
The Licensing Authority is aware that alcohol use, misuse and abuse is one of the recurring 
key ‘parental factors’ in child protection and safeguarding, often contributing to parental 
neglect of children and domestic abuse and violence within families.  
 
Alcohol is also often a factor in child sexual exploitation, where young people may be 
encouraged or coerced to drink, or alcohol may be a factor in risk taking behaviour by 
young people who drink irresponsibly and then get involved in activities that otherwise they 
would not. Nationally, evidence has been found of the sexual exploitation of children taking 
place on licensed premises, or licensed premises being used for the purposes of grooming 
and enticement.  
 
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Safeguarding Children Board’s work with other statutory 
authorities and will engage with the licensing trade to promote risk management in relation 
to child sexual exploitation. The Children’s Board can provide advice to assist licensees to 
identify risk and report concerns at different types of licensed premises so that children 
remain safe and businesses operate responsibly.  
 
The Licensing Authority encourages license holders and operators of licensed premises:  
 
- To ensure that they are fully aware of the signs of child sexual exploitation and to 

understand that the sexual exploitation of a child is sexual abuse and a crime and  
 

- To raise the awareness of their staff about child sexual exploitation and provide 
intelligence to the appropriate authorities about concerns and about perpetrators who 
may be operating in their areas.  

 
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Safeguarding Children Board’s provide local information 
about child safety, child sexual exploitation, policies and procedures including risk factors 
and signs and symptoms:  
 
http://www.safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk/ccm/portal/ 
 
http://www.youthbox.info/HelpAdvice/StaySafe/Stay-Safe.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk/ccm/portal/
http://www.youthbox.info/HelpAdvice/StaySafe/Stay-Safe.aspx


 
 
Human Trafficking / Modern Slavery 
 
Human trafficking is the movement of a person from one place to another into conditions of 
exploitation, using deception, coercion, the abuse of power or the abuse of someone’s 
vulnerability. It is possible to be a victim of trafficking even if your consent has been given to 
being moved. Although human trafficking often involves an international cross-border 
element, it is also possible to be a victim of human trafficking within your own country.  
Victims are often trafficked for sexual exploitation, forced labour or domestic servitude. 
Victims of Human Trafficking could be used to work in restaurants, fast food establishments 
and other licensed establishments.  
 
The licensing authority is committed to deterring and combatting such criminal activity. The 
licensing authority will work with Staffordshire Police and other partner agencies to gather 
and share intelligence to identify, tackle and deter such activity. 
 


