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east.  This land has been identified within the Green Space Network (2012).  Hednesford Road / Rutland Avenue 
provide further access to housing amenity land within 110m of the site to the east.  PRoWs are located along the 
northern and western boundaries of the site.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 
 
This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (720 homes are planned) and so an uncertain minor 
positive effect is also expected as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site.  It is unknown 
whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come forward. 
 
The significant positive effect is expected to be combined within an uncertain minor negative effect, however.  The 
site contains a PRoW and this use may be lost dependent upon the design of any scheme which might come 
forward. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

++ The site is located on the south western edge of Rugeley and therefore a significant positive effect is likely on this 
SA objective as potential residents will be provided will a good level of access to a number of community services 
and facilities. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Rugeley town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north east of the site.   The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site contains the Boundary Stone on the North Bank of Rising Brook which is Grade II Listed.  At the western 
boundary of the site a further four Boundary Stones have been designated as Grade II listed.  As such 
development at this location is expected to have an adverse impact upon the setting of these designated heritage 
assets. 
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
character zone RHECZ 5 - Stilecop Field and environs which was scored as being of low/moderate value in terms 
of heritage assets.  The zone has not been highlighted as being particularly sensitive to change and as such is 
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expected to accommodate medium to large scale development in terms of the impact upon the historic landscape 
character. 
 
As such, development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  Given the 
relatively large size of the site and considering the smaller size of heritage assets within this area the negative 
effect is not expected to be significant.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the 
development which is unknown at this stage. 

R126: Old Engine Cottage, Colliery Road, Brereton, Rugeley 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Chetwynd's Coppice is located within 10m 
of the site to the east and has been identified as a Biodiversity Alert Site.  Brereton Hayes Site of Biological 
Interest is located to the south of the site within 110m.   
 
As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the west of the site, therefore a minor negative 
but uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected in terms of air quality.  The site is 
also not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise 
pollution.  A minor negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on mostly greenfield land 
which is mainly classified as Grade 4 Agricultural Land.  The site does not lie within a Source Protection Zone and 
therefore development at this location is not expected to impact adversely upon local water quality.   
 
Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
- The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (15 homes are suggested).  A minor negative 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 397  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located within SH16 (Sandstone Hills and Heath) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  SH16 has been identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development.  The 
site is also located within 20m of the Cannock Chase AONB to the west, however.  An overall significant negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for development at this location to adversely 
affect the setting of this designated landscape.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of 
the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station.  A number of bus stops are located in close 
proximity (350m) to the site however.  The closest bus stop is located at Birch Lane to the north within 345m.  
Bus services are accessible once every 30 minutes at this bus stop.  As such a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of an existing cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ 
The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 15 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the site.  As such a minor negative 
effect is likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any 
schools within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

This site is expected to provide 15 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
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facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of areas of open space and a number of PRoWs.  
Chetwynd Coppice semi-natural open space is located to the west of the site within 10m.  The site is also located 
within 115m of Cannock Chase AONB semi-natural open space which is to the south.  A greenlink is located within 
15m to the east of the site.  St Michael's Churchyard is located within 515m of the site to the north east and this 
area has been identified in the Green Space network (2012).  PRoWs are located along the eastern boundary of 
the site as well as at the western boundary of the site by Colliery Road.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the southern edge of Brereton (a Local Centre) and therefore an uncertain minor positive 
effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of 
services and facilities. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Rugeley town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north of the site.   The development of the site would therefore not 
help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to visit and use town 
centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 399  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any identified heritage assets. 
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
character zone RHECZ 8 - South of Brereton, which was scored as being of moderate value in terms of heritage 
assets.  Development is likely to have a moderate impact upon the historic environment, particularly upon the 
legibility of the field systems. 
 
As such, development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

R129: Land at Treetops/Brook View, Rugeley 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or locally designated biodiversity or 
geodiversity sites. 
 
A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.3km to the south west of the site, therefore a minor 
negative but uncertain effect is identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be 
most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected in terms of air quality.  The site is 
also not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise 
pollution.  A minor negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield land which is 
classified as Grade 4 Agricultural Land.  The site lies within Source Protection Zone 3 and therefore development 
at this location has the potential to adversely impact upon local water quality.   
 
Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (2 homes are suggested).  A minor negative 
effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located within SH06 (Sandstone Hills and Heath) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  The site is also located within the Cannock Chase AONB, however.  An overall significant negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for development at this location to adversely 
affect the setting of this designated landscape.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of 
the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

-? The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop.  An existing cycle path is however located adjacent to the site to the west and this route may encourage 
residents to make use of more sustainable modes of transport.  As such an uncertain minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ 
The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 2.  As such considering that this site 
would provide a number of new homes to meet local need but is unlikely to result in the provision of affordable 
housing (as only residential sites of more than 11 homes are expected to make affordable housing provision) a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? 
There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the site.  As such a minor negative 
effect is likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any 
schools within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

This site is expected to provide 2 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
- 

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
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ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of one area of open space and a number of PRoWs.  The site is 
located adjacent to semi-natural open space within the Cannock Chase AONB to the west.  Access to the closest 
PRoW to the site is provided within 140m to the north east at Slitting Mill Road.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through 
policy CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to 
services and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Rugeley town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north east of the site.   The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The site is located within close proximity of a number of designated heritage assets.  Four Grade II Listed 
Boundary Stones which mark the boundary between Horton Civil Parish and Rugeley are located to the north east 
of the site between 300m and 425m.  The boundary stones are screened from the site by existing residential 
development as well as tree cover meaning development at this location is unlikely to impact upon their 
significance.  The site does not lie within any of the historic environment character zones as identified in the 
Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) or within any of the historic urban character areas as identified in the 
Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey81. 
 
As such development at this location is unlikely to have adverse effects on any heritage assets and a negligible 
effect has been recorded for this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the 
development which is unknown at this stage. 

                                                
81 Includes both Stafford County Council (2009), Cannock Historic Character Assessment and Rugeley Historic Character Assessment  
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1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  A section of the Chasewater And The 
Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located within 20m to the north east of the site.  Southacres Farm 
Site of Biological Importance is located adjacent to the site to the south.  The heathland north of Burntwood Road 
Norton Canes has also been designated as a Site of Biological Importance and is to the west of the site within 
120m.  
 
As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location is 
national or international designations, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 5.2km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located along Burntwood Road which leads to the A5190 to the north east within 375m and is thereby 
linked to the Proposed AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury 
Road) leading to the Five Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes.  As such 
development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, 
so a significant negative effect is identified for air quality.  The site is not located adjacent to a motorway or ‘A’ 
road and therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution impacting upon local 
amenity. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed.  This land has been classified 
mostly as non-agricultural land.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 
development at this location is unlikely to impact adversely on local water quality. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective due particularly to the potential for 
development at this location to increase the volume of traffic which might have to pass through the AQMA. 

3) Ensure development makes 
- The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (10 homes are suggested).  A minor negative 
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efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. A number of bus stops are located in close 
proximity (350m) to the site.  The closest bus stop is located at Burntwood Road to the south west of the site 
within 90m.  Bus services are accessible once every 30 minutes at both of this bus stop.  The site is not located 
within 1km from the nearest railway station or within close proximity of an existing cycle path. As such a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ 
The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 10.  As such considering that this site 
would provide a number of new homes to meet local need but is unlikely to result in the provision of affordable 
housing (as only residential sites of more than 11 homes are expected to make affordable housing provision) a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 

+? The site is located within 440m of Norton Canes High School which is to the south west.  The site is not located 
within 600m of a primary school.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  This positive 
effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
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facilities are provided where 
they are required. This site is expected to provide 10 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 

the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  Areas of unrestricted 
semi-natural open space are accessible to the north of the site within 15m and to the south within 220m 
respectively.  A further area of semi-natural open space at Norton East Road has been identified in the Green 
Space Network (2012) and is to the south west of the site within 460m.  The closest PRoW is also located to the 
south of the site within 205m by Norton East Road.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the north eastern edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This 
area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an uncertain minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the west of the site.   The development of the site would therefore not help 
to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to visit and use town centre 
locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 405  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets.  It also does not lie within any of 
the historic environment character zones as identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) or within 
any of the historic urban character areas as identified in the Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey82. 
 
As such development at this location is unlikely to have adverse effects on any heritage assets and a negligible 
effect has been recorded for this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the 
development which is unknown at this stage. 

N14: Land adjacent to Norton Canes High School, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Chasewater And The Southern 
Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located within 140m to the north east of the site.  Norton Pools Site of 
Biological Importance is located partially within the boundaries of the site.   
 
As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location is 
national or international designations, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 4.4km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected in terms of air quality.  The site is 
not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise 
pollution.  A minor negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield land which is 
classified as Non Agricultural land. There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site does not lie 
within a Source Protection Zone.  
 

                                                
82 Includes both Stafford County Council (2009), Cannock Historic Character Assessment and Rugeley Historic Character Assessment  
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Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (38 homes are suggested).  A minor negative 
effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station.  A number of bus stops are located in close 
proximity (350m) to the site however.   The closest bus stop is located at Hednesford Road to the west within 
135m.  To the south east within 280m another bus stop is located on Burntwood Road.  Bus services are 
accessible once every 30 minutes at both of these bus stops.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of an existing cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ 
The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 38 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
++? The site is located adjacent to Norton Canes High School which is to the south east.  Norton Canes Community 
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aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

Primary School is located within 315m of the site also to the south east.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 
places. 
 

This site is expected to provide 38 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  An area of open space 
identified in the Green Space Network (2012) is adjacent to the site to the west.  An area of unrestricted semi-
natural open space is accessible within 160m to the north.  The closest PRoW is located to the east by Burntwood 
Road.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
 
This positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect given that an area of semi-
natural open space is within its boundaries.  The use of this area for leisure or recreation may be lost dependent 
upon the design of the scheme. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the northern edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This area 
may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an uncertain minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 
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sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.   The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 13 - North of Norton Canes, which was scored as being of moderate value in 
terms of heritage assets.  The moderate score suggests that development would have an impact upon the historic 
environment within this area with the historic landscape character of the zone being highlighted as being 
potentially vulnerable to change. 
 
As such, development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage 

N20: Land at South of Long Lane, Norton Canes (Adjacent to Spinney Close) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a biodiversity or geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield 
Heaths SSSI is located within 870m of the site to the east.  
 
As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development at this location is an 
international or national designation which is between 250m and 1km from the site, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.8km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

--? The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected in terms of air quality.  The site is 
not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise 
pollution.  A significant negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield land 
which is classified as Grade 3 Agricultural Land.  This negative effect is uncertain given that it is unclear whether 
this land is Grade 3a or 3b Agricultural Land.  There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site 
does not lie within a Source Protection Zone.  
 
Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (56 homes are suggested).  A significant negative 
effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  A 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 
design of the development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  A number of bus stops are however located within 350m of 
the site.  The closest bus stop to the site is located to the south east within 180m on Chapel Street.  A bus stop 
on Hednesford Road it located to the east of the site within 240m.  The bus services accessible at the stop on 
Hednesford Road operate once every 30 minutes.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 
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9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 56 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

+? The site is located within 115m of the Jerome Community Primary School which is to the south.  Norton Canes 
Community Primary School is located within 455m of the site to the north east.    As both education facilities 
which are located in close proximity of the site serve only younger pupils a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 56 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  A green link is located 
adjacent to the site to the west.  A PRoW is contained within this open space.  An area of amenity housing land is 
located adjacent to the site to the north east by Chasewater Way.  A further area of green link land is located 
within 325m to the east of the site.  Part of this area of land is within the Green Space Network (2012).   A 
significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the western edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This area 
may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an uncertain minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 411  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets in the District.  The 
Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment character 
zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes.  This area has been identified as being of medium sensitivity 
to large scale development given that this type of development (particularly housing expansion and infrastructure 
for the District Council) is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic environment.  The known 
heritage assets within the area which may be adversely impacted upon by development include cropmarks of 
possible prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway, all of which are of 
local/regional importance. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

N24: Land at north of Long Lane, Norton Canes (Adjacent to Norton Terrace) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a biodiversity or geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield 
Heaths SSSI is located within 885m of the site to the east.  
 
As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development at this location is an 
international or national designation which is between 250m and 1km from the site, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.3km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
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Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

--? The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected in terms of air quality.  The site is 
not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise 
pollution.  A significant negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield land 
which is classified as Grade 3 Agricultural Land.  This negative effect is uncertain given that it is unclear whether 
this land is Grade 3a or 3b Agricultural Land.  There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site 
does not lie within a Source Protection Zone.  
 
Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (84 homes are suggested).  A significant negative 
effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  A 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 
design of the development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  A number of bus stops are however located within 350m of 
the site.  The closest bus stop to the site is located to the east within 220m on Hednesford Road.  The bus 
services accessible at this stop operate once every 30 minutes.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this 
SA objective.  The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 
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9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 84 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

++? The site is located within 425m of the Jerome Community Primary School which is to the south.  Norton Canes 
High School is located within 430m of the site to the north east.  Norton Canes Community Primary School is 
located within 445m of the site to the east.    A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 84 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  A green link is located 
adjacent to the site to the west.  A PRoW is contained within this open space.  A further area of green link land is 
located within 340m to the east of the site.  Part of this area of land is within the Green Space Network (2012).   
A significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the north eastern edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This 
area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an uncertain minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 
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16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets in the District.  The 
Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment character 
zone CHECZ 14 - Newlands Lane, Cannock.  This character zone is assessed in terms of heritage assets as having 
a low/moderate score.  Any development at this location is likely to have at least a marginal impact upon the 
historic environment.  Medium to large scale development has been identified as being likely to have a moderate 
impact upon the historic environment.  Given the relatively small size of the site a negligible effect is likely on this 
SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the development which is unknown at this 
stage. 

N33: Land to the north of no.2 Hednesford Road, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Norton Pools Site of Biological Interest is 
located within 175m of to the site to the north east.  Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 
SSSI is located within 610m of the site to the north east.  
 
As such, given that the biodiversity site which is located within 250m of the site is a local designations, a minor 
negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may 
avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include 
green infrastructure. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.4km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected in terms of air quality.  The site is 
not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise 
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water, and soils.  pollution.  A minor negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield land which is 

classified as Non Agricultural land. There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site does not lie 
within a Source Protection Zone.  
 
Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite small in size (11 homes are suggested).  A minor negative effect 
is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  A 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 
design of the development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  A number of bus stops are however located within 350m of 
the site.  The closest bus stop to the site is located to the north within 15m on Hednesford Road.  The bus 
services accessible at this stop operate once every 30 minutes.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this 
SA objective.  The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 11 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of 11 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

++? Norton Canes High School is located within 220m of the site to the north east.  Norton Canes Community Primary 
School is located within 290m of the site to the south east.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 11 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  The Norton Canes 
green link is located within 125m of the site to the east and part of this open space is in the Green Space network 
(2012).  Chasewater Way housing amenity land is located within 230m to the south west.  More green link land is 
located to the west of the site within 350m and a PRoW runs through this open space.  A significant positive effect 
is likely on this SA objective.  

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the northern edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This area 
may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an uncertain minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
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viability. town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets in the District.  The 
Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment character 
zone CHECZ 14 - Newlands Lane, Cannock.  This character zone is assessed in terms of heritage assets as having 
a low/moderate score.  Any development at this location is likely to have at least a marginal impact upon the 
historic environment.  Medium to large scale development has been identified as being likely to have a moderate 
impact upon the historic environment.  Given the relatively small size of the site a negligible effect is likely on this 
SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the development which is unknown at this 
stage. 

N46: Land at Red Lion Lane, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? The site lies within the Commonside Disused Railway Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) and the north east boundary 
lies adjacent to the Brownhills Road BAS.  The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 
approximately 230m to the east of the site.  A significant negative effect is therefore identified on this SA 
objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more 
specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning application stage. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 6.8km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site’s eastern boundary lies directly adjacent to the Walsall AQMA and as such development at this location 
may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  The site is not adjacent to a 
motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  A minor 
negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield land which is classified as Non 
Agricultural land. There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site does not lie within a Source 
Protection Zone.  
 
Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 

- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite small in size (20 homes are suggested).  A minor negative effect 
is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   
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buildings. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. The closest bus stop to the site is located to 
the north within 100m on Brownhills Road.  The bus services accessible at this stop operate once every 30 
minutes.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  The site is not located within close 
proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 20 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the site.  As such a minor negative 
effect is likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any 
schools within the District to accommodate new pupils. 
 
This site is expected to provide 20 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 

incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
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of crime. lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 

not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

+ The site is located within close proximity of one health facility; Norton Canes Health Centre is located 
approximately 565m to the north west of the site on Brownhills Road.  There is no hospital within 600m of the 
site.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  An area of semi-natural 
open space is located to the east of the site within 65m.  The closest area of current housing amenity land is 
located within 380m to the east (although a new play area/amenity land is under construction directly adjacent to 
the site).  A PRoW lies approximately 240m to the east of the site by the Chasewater waterbody.  A significant 
positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the south eastern periphery of Norton Canes (particularly when considering the urban edge 
at this location will be extended by other sites currently under construction- site N29) which has been identified as 
a Local Centre.  This area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As 
such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets in the District.  The site is 
located within the historic environment character zone CHECZ 18 - Industrial estates, east of Norton Canes as 
identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009).  This Assessment concluded that development is 
unlikely to have an impact upon the historic environment.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 
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1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  A Site of Biological Interest is located 
adjacent to the site at the south of A5 which includes an area of the rough grassland.  Watling Street Site of 
Biological Interest is located within 40m of the site to the south west.  
 
As such, given then the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 7.3km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located directly adjacent to the A5 to the south.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling 
Street), and the site’s eastern boundary lies approximately 30m from the Walsall AQMA. Development at this 
location may therefore increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the 
site is adjacent to the A5 development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  
However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of the site. 
 
This site is located on mostly greenfield land which is classed as mostly Grade 4 agricultural land.  The site is, 
however, not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on mostly greenfield land and is quite large in size (180 homes are suggested).  A significant 
negative effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of 
materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
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contributing to, climate 
change. 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on mostly greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient 
use of land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. No bus stops are located within 350m of the 
site and an existing cycle path does not pass within its boundaries.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ 
The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 180 and so a significant positive 
effect is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? 
There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the site.  As such a minor negative 
effect is likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any 
schools within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

 

This site is expected to provide 180 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
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proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  A greenlink is adjacent 
to the site to the east.  A semi-natural open space is located within 35m of the site to the south east at Wyrley 
Common.  A number of PRoW are located to the south of the site on the opposite side of Watling Street.  Overall a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
 
This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (180 homes are planned) and so an uncertain minor 
positive effect is also expected as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site.  It is unknown 
whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come forward. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through 
policy CP11. It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to 
services and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common, which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 
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legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development.     
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

N49(a): Land at Norton Canes between the A5 and M6 Toll 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Watling Street Site of Biological Interest is 
located within 15m of the site to the south.  A further Site of Biological Interest is located by the rough grassland 
to the south of the A5 within 55m of the site to the west. 
 
As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 7.9km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located adjacent to the A5 to the south.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street), 
and the site’s east boundary lies approximately 30m from the Walsall AQMA.  Development at this location may 
therefore increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent 
to the A5 development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it may 
be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is classed as Grade 4 agricultural land.  The site is, however, not 
located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   
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3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite small in size (6 homes are suggested).  A minor negative effect 
is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. No bus stops are located within 350m of the 
site and an existing cycle path does not pass within its boundaries.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ 
The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 6.  As such considering that this site 
would provide a number of new homes to meet local need but is unlikely to result in the provision of affordable 
housing (as only residential sites of more than 11 homes are expected to make affordable housing provision) a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 

-? 
There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the site.  As such a minor negative 
effect is likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any 
schools within the District to accommodate new pupils. 
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facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

 

This site is expected to provide 6 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  A greenlink is adjacent 
to the site to the east.  A semi-natural open space is located within 15m of the site to the south at Wyrley 
Common.  The closest PRoW to the site is located to the south within 20m by Watling Street.  Overall a significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through 
policy CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to 
services and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
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built and historic 
environment. 

 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common, which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 
legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development.     
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

N51: Land between Greyhound Stadium and M6 Toll, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within 180m of Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI which is to the east.  
Brownhills Road Biodiversity Alert Site is adjacent to the site to the east.  Commonside Disused Railway 
Biodiversity Alert Site is adjacent to the site to the west. 
 
As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location is a 
national or international designation, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 7.1km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The south east corner of the site is directly linked to the Walsall AQMA so a significant negative effect is expected 
on air quality as development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of 
increased vehicle traffic.  The site is also located adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway which is to the south.  As such 
there is potential for development at this location to be adversely impacted upon in terms of noise pollution.  The 
minor negative effect expected in terms of noise pollution is uncertain given that it may be possible for mitigation.  
The site is located on greenfield land which is mostly identified as non-agricultural land and as such development 
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at this location would result in the use of land which has not previously been developed meaning a minor negative 
effect is expected in terms of land use.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 
development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water quality 
 
Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 150 homes are suggested).  A 
significant negative effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-
use of materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable 

surfaces in the District.  The site is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective 
given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help to 
minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station.  Two bus stops are located adjacent to the 
site to the east on Brownhills Road.  Bus services accessible at this bus stop operate once every 30 minutes.  As 
such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 150 and so a significant positive 
effect is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 
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meets their needs. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the site.  As such a minor negative 
effect is likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any 
schools within the District to accommodate new pupils. 
 
This site is expected to provide 150 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  Norton Canes green 
link is located adjacent to the west of the site.  An area of semi-natural open space is located adjacent to the 
green link further to the west; however access to this area has been identified as being limited.  Further semi-
natural open space is accessible within 60m of the site to the east.  The closest area of current housing amenity 
land is located to the north west of the site within 410m by Knights Court (a new play area/amenity land is under 
construction approx. 200m to north of site).  The footpath along the shore of the Chasewater waterbody is located 
within 180m of the site to the east.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective given that the 
site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW. 
 
This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (150 homes are planned) and so an uncertain minor 
positive effect is also expected as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site.  It is unknown 
whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come forward. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the south eastern periphery of Norton Canes (particularly when considering the urban edge 
at this location will be extended by other sites currently under construction- site N29) which has been identified as 
a Local Centre.  This area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As 
such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 
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economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any designated heritage assets.  However, the Cannock Chase 
District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment character zone CHECZ 19 - 
Commonside and Wyrley Common.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium sensitivity to large 
scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the legible outline of the 
former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building and mineral railway, 
has also been identified as being sensitive to development.  In terms of the Council’s work through the Cannock 
Chase District HEA the area in which the site falls was scored as being of moderate to high value in terms of 
heritage assets.   
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

N52: Land north of Norton Hall Lane, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or locally designated biodiversity or 
geodiversity sites. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.9km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 
contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats Regulations 
Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are selected. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located along Washbrook Lane which leads to the A5 within 135m to the south.  An AQMA has been 
declared along the A5.  As such residential development at this location may have a significant negative effect on 
air quality due to local increases in traffic volume.  As the site is not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road a 
negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  The most of the site is located on greenfield land which 
is mostly identified as Grade 3 Agricultural Land and as such development at this location would result in the use 
of land which has not previously been developed.  A significant negative effect is expected in terms of land use.  
This negative effect is uncertain given that it is unclear where this land is Grade 3a or 3b Agricultural Land. The 
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site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have 
an adverse effect on local water quality. 
 
Overall, a significant negative is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on mostly greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 570 homes are suggested).  
A significant negative effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the 
re-use of materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable 

surfaces in the District.  The site is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient 
use of land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help 
to minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+? The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  The site is, however, located in close proximity to a number 
of bus stops.  The closest bus stop is located on Church Road which is to the east within 160m.  North Green Lane 
provides access to a bus stop within 210m of the site to the east.  A bus stop is accessible on Chapel Street also 
to the east of the site within 350m.  Information has not been provided regarding the frequency of the bus 
services which operate form these locations.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 
 
A cycle path is accessible at the southern boundary of the site at Norton Hall Lane. 
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9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 570 and so a significant positive 
effect is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

+? Jerome Community Primary School is located within 350m of the site to the north east.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of 
school places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 570 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++?/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  St James the Great 
Churchyard is located adjacent to the site to the east.  An area of semi-natural green space is located adjacent to 
the site to the west.  The housing amenity land at Church Road Green is the closest area of land which is in the 
Green Space Network (2012) and is located within 150m of the site to the east.  A significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a 
PRoW. 
 
This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (570 homes are planned) and so an uncertain minor 
positive effect is also expected as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site.  It is unknown 
whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come forward. 
 
This significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect.  The site 
contains a PRoW and land within a green link and as such development at this location may impact adversely 
upon access to open spaces for leisure and recreation dependent upon the design of the scheme. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 

+? The site is located at the south western edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This 
area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an uncertain minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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needs. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

--? The site borders the site of the Church of St James, a Grade II* Listed Building on its northern southern and 
western boundaries.  As such it forms much of the setting for the designated heritage asset and development at 
this location is likely to impact upon its significance.  The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has 
identified the site as lying within historic environment character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton 
Canes.  This area has been identified as being of medium sensitivity to large scale development given that this 
type of development (particularly housing expansion and infrastructure for the District Council) is likely to have at 
least a moderate impact upon the historic environment.  The known heritage assets within the area which may be 
adversely impacted upon by development include cropmarks of possible prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats 
and a short section of the railway, all of which are of local/regional importance. 
 
Given the close proximity the site of the Church of St James development at this location is expected to have a 
significant negative effect on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design 
of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

N59: Land north of Washbrook Lane, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located adjacent to Washbrook Lane Biodiversity Alert Site which is to the south.  Stoke's Lane Biodiversity Alert 
Site is located to the north of the site within 80m.  A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA 
objective, this however is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more 
specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning application stage.  In addition it may be 
possible to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure.  
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The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.7km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air quality.  As the site is not 
adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  The site is 
located on greenfield land which is identified as Grade 4 Agricultural Land and as such development at this 
location would result in the use of land which has not previously been developed meaning a minor negative effect 
is expected in terms of land use.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 
development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water quality 
 
Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 95 homes are suggested).  A 
significant negative effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-
use of materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable 

surfaces in the District.  The site is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  A 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 
design of the development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective 
given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help to 
minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+? The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  The site is, however, located in close proximity to a number 
of bus stops.  The closest bus stop is located on Church Road which is to the south within 275m.  A bus stop is 
accessible on Chapel Street to the south east of the site within 290m.  Information has not been provided 
regarding the frequency of the bus services which operate form these locations.  An uncertain minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 95 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

+? Jerome Community Primary School is located within 265m to the east.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 
places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 95 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++ The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  A PRoW and green link 
area are adjacent to the site to the north.  An area of semi-natural green space Is located within 310m of the site 
to the west by Washbrook Lane.  St James the Great Churchyard is located to the south west of the site within 
395m.  The land within Castlecroft / Badgers Lane green link is the closest area of land which is in Green Space 
network (2012) and is located 230m to the south west.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW. 
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14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located at the western edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This area 
may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an uncertain minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The Church of St James, a Grade II* Listed Building is located approximately 455m to the south of the site.  This 
heritage asset is screened from the site by a large area of open space as well as hedgerows and pockets of 
woodland.  The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes.  This area has been identified as being 
of medium sensitivity to large scale development given that this type of development (particularly housing 
expansion and infrastructure for the District Council) is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic 
environment.  The known heritage assets within the area which may be adversely impacted upon by development 
include cropmarks of possible prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway, all of 
which are of local/regional importance. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

C64: Land at Rawnsley Road, Hazel Slade 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of one biodiversity or geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield 
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Heaths SSSI is located within 25m of the site to the west. 
 
As such, given the biodiversity site which might be affected by development at this location is a national or 
international designation, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain 
given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat 
connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 1.6km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air quality.  As the site is not 
adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  The site is 
located on greenfield land which is identified as urban and as such development at this location would result in the 
use of land which has not previously been developed meaning a minor negative effect is expected in terms of land 
use.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely 
to have an adverse effect on local water quality 
 
Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 75 homes are suggested).  A 
significant negative effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-
use of materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable 

surfaces in the District.  The site is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 

--? The site is located mostly within UR27 (a small portion of the site to the north is located within UR26) which is 
classified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  The site is however 
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quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

located within 505m of the Cannock Chase AONB which is located to the west.  As such given that the close 
proximity of development at this site to a designated landscape may have adverse impacts on it in terms of 
landscape character a significant negative effect has been identified on this SA objective.  The negative effect is 
uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at 
this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective 
given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help to 
minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  The site is, however, located in close proximity to a number 
of bus stops.  The closest bus stop is located adjacent to the site to the south west on Rawnsley Road.  A bus stop 
is accessible on Rugeley Road to the north east of the site within 240m.  These bus stops provide access to bus 
services once every 30 minutes.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 75 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

+? Hazel Slade Community Primary School is located within 395m to the north west.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of 
school places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 75 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

+ The site is located within close proximity of one health facility; Rawnsley Surgery is approximately 380m to the 
south west of the site on Rawnsley Road.  There is no hospital within 600m of the site.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
++/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  The closest open space 

to the site is Rawnsley Greenlink which is adjacent to the north and has been identified as a semi-natural open 
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open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

space.  Most of this land has been identified in the Green Space Network (2012).  Hednesford Hills is another 
semi-natural open space to the west and south of the site within 25m by Rawnsley Road.  This area has also been 
identified within the Green Space Network (2012).  Westgate Park is adjacent to the site to the south east and 
this area also incorporates a number of playgrounds.  The closest housing amenity land is located by Aintree Close 
within 20m to the south east.  A number of PRoWs can be accessed to the west of the site within 20m by 
Rawnsley Road.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide 
nearby access to a number of open spaces and PRoWs. 
 
This significant positive effect is likely to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect.  The site is located 
partially on Rawnsley Greenlink.  As such dependent upon the design of the scheme for this site the provision of 
residential development may impact upon access to open space for recreational and leisure uses in the District. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) 
through policy CP11.  The site is however located adjacent to a bus stop on Rawnsley Road and within 240m of a 
bus stop which is on Rugeley Road.  These public transport nodes may provide resident with access to services 
and facilities further afield.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Hednesford town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore not help 
to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town centre 
locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any identified heritage assets.  The site is however located 
within the historic environment character zone CHECZ 9 – Cannock: Between Rawnsley and Wimblebury as 
identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009).  Medium to large scale re-development of this zone 
is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic character of the zone particularly upon the surviving 
historic landscape character and the line of the railway.  In terms of the Council’s work through the Cannock 
Chase District HEA the area in which the site falls was scored as being of moderate value in terms of heritage 
assets.  The moderate score suggests that development is likely to have an impact upon the historic environment. 
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon 
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the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

C84: Land to the East of Wimblebury Road, Heath Hayes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of one biodiversity or geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield 
Heaths SSSI is located to the west of the site within 400m.  
 
As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development at this location is a national or 
international designation, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given 
that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat 
connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 3.5km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site’s west boundary lies directly adjacent to the Wimblebury Road which is located within the Proposed AQMA 
that extends over the roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five Ways 
Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes.  As such development at this location may increase 
levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, a significant negative effect is identified for 
air quality..  As the site is not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road a negligible effect is identified in relation to 
noise pollution.  The site is located on greenfield land which is identified mostly as Grade 4 Agricultural Land and 
as such development at this location would result in the use of land which has not previously been developed 
meaning a minor negative effect is expected in terms of land use.  The site is not located within a Source 
Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water 
quality. 
 
Overall, a significant negative is expected on this SA objective.  

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 

-- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 150 homes are suggested).  A 
significant negative effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-
use of materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   
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buildings. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable 

surfaces in the District.  The site is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective 
given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help to 
minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

0 The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  The site is, however, located in close proximity to a number 
of bus stops.  The closest bus stop is located adjacent to the site to the west on Wimblebury Road.  Bus stops are 
also accessible on Brickworks Road and Melbourne Road to the north west within 120m and to the west within 
60m respectively.  The bus stop at Wimblebury Road provides access to a bus service which runs relatively 
infrequently (a service is provided once every 60 minutes).  Information about bus services accessible from the 
other bus stops identified has not been provided.  Considering the relative infrequency of the bus services 
accessible within close proximity of the site a negligible effect expected on this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 150 and so a significant positive 
effect is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 

+? Heath Hayes Primary School is located adjacent to the site to the west.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 
places. 
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within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

 
This site is expected to provide 150 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  The closest open space 
to the site is to the south at Heath Hayes Park.  Heath Hayes and Wimblebury Allotments are contained within the 
park however access to the allotments has been identified as being limited.  Hobart Road Greenlink is also 
adjacent to the site to the west.  The closest area of amenity housing land is located by Hobart Road within 15m 
of the site to the west.  An area of semi-natural open space is located to the east of the site; however access to 
this area has been identified as being limited.  A PRoW is provided at the southern edge of the site where it runs 
to the east before eventually connecting Wimblebury Road to Sevens Road.  A significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a 
PRoW. 
 
This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (150 are planned) and so an uncertain minor positive 
effect is also expected as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site.  It is unknown 
whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come forward. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the eastern edge of Heath Hayes (a Local Centre) and therefore an uncertain minor positive 
effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of 
services and facilities.  

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 
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adequate provision of new 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located within Heath Hayes but it is outside of the three town centre locations identified in the District.  
Hednesford town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development 
of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 
people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any identified heritage assets.  The site is however located 
within the historic environment character zone CHECZ 9 – Cannock: Between Rawnsley and Wimblebury as 
identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009).  Medium to large scale re-development of this zone 
is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic character of the zone particularly upon the surviving 
historic landscape character and the line of the railway.  In terms of the Council’s work through the Cannock 
Chase District HEA the area in which the site falls was scored as being of moderate value in terms of heritage 
assets.  The moderate score suggests that development is likely to have an impact upon the historic environment. 
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon 
the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

C125: Land adjacent to Newhall Farm, Lichfield Road, Cannock 

Note: The site boundary provided by the Council extends to include Newhall Farm (existing pub and car park) and the greenfield land adjacent to the west.  
However, only the western third of the site which is greenfield is being promoted for development and has therefore been appraised in the matrix below. 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within 50m of Hawk's Green Nature Reserve (and dismantled railway) Site of Biological Importance which 
is to the west.  A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, this however is uncertain as the 
potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific development proposals are made 
which would occur at planning application stage.  In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if 
new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.2km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
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Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/--? The site’s north boundary is located directly adjacent to the A5190 (Cannock Road) and lies approximately 230m 
west to the Proposed AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury 
Road) leading to the Five Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes.  As such 
development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, 
so a significant negative effect is identified for air quality.  The site is adjacent to the A5190 which is to the south 
and therefore there is potential for adverse impacts effect in relation to noise pollution.  The minor negative effect 
expected may however, be mitigated through appropriate design measures and therefore this effect is uncertain.  
The site is located on mostly brownfield land and as such development at this location would result in the use of 
previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land use.  The site is also not 
located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse 
effect on local water quality. 
 
Overall, a mixed effect (minor positive/uncertain significant negative) is expected on this SA objective.  

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The area of the site being proposed for development is located on greenfield land and is quite small in size (6 
homes are suggested).  A minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site would present reduced 
opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed 
brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The area of the site being proposed for development is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A 

minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

0? The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB.  A negligible effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negligible effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 
development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 

0 The area of the site being proposed for development is located on greenfield land and as such the development of 
this area is seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would 
present a reduced number of opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore 
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waste generation. expected on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  The site is, however, located in close proximity to a number 
of bus stops.  The closest bus stop is located adjacent to the site to the south on Lichfield Road.  Bus stops are 
also accessible on Heath Way and Hayes Way to the north east within 265m and to the north within 300m 
respectively.  The bus stop at Hayes Way provides access to a bus service which runs once every 30 minutes; 
however the other bus stops identified provide access to services which run less frequently.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 6.  As such considering that this site 
would provide a number of new homes to meet local need but is unlikely to result in the provision of affordable 
housing (as only residential sites of more than 11 homes are expected to make affordable housing provision) a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any education facilities.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 
places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 6 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++ The closest open space to the site is the semi natural open space which is adjacent to the site to the north at Mill 
Green and Hawks Green LNR.  Hawks Green North East Greenlink is also adjacent to the site to the east.  Access 
to a PRoW is provided at the eastern edge of the site where it runs southerly to Lichfield Road.  A significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of 
open spaces and a PRoW. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 

+? The site is located on the southern edge of Hawks Green District Centre and therefore an uncertain minor positive 
effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents may be located within close proximity to a limited 
number of community services and facilities at this location.  
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facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located within Hawks Green District Centre but it is outside of the three town centre locations identified 
in the District.  Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to the west of the site.  The 
development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area 
or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  
Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

--? The site is adjacent to the Grade II Listed Building New Hall Farmhouse.  The site does not lie within any of the 
historic environment character zones as identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) or within any 
of the historic urban character areas as identified in the Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey83. 
 
As such given that the provision of residential development (particularly that which is unsympathetic in terms of 
massing or scale for example) may have adverse impacts on the significance of this heritage asset and its setting 
a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design 
of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

C176: Land at Rawnsley Road, Hednesford 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  Chasewater 
And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located adjacent to the site to the south.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, this however is uncertain as the potential impacts on 
designated sites cannot be determined until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at 
planning application stage.  In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 
include green infrastructure. 
 

                                                
83 Includes both Stafford County Council (2009), Cannock Historic Character Assessment and Rugeley Historic Character Assessment  
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The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.1km to the north of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air quality.  As the site is not 
adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  The site is 
located on greenfield land which is identified as urban and as such development at this location would result in the 
use of land which has not previously been developed meaning a minor negative effect is expected in terms of land 
use.  The site is located within Source Protection Zone 3 and therefore development at this location may have an 
adverse effect on local water quality and an uncertain minor negative effect is identified. 
 
Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land and is quite small in size (26 homes are suggested).  A minor negative effect 
is likely as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable 

surfaces in the District.  The site is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located within FH01 (Forest Heathlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development.  As 
such a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected significant negative effect is 
uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage.  In addition, the Cannock 
Chase AONB is located within 120m of the site to the north meaning development at this location has the potential 
to adversely affect the character and distinctiveness of this designated landscape.  

7) Make sustainable use of 
0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
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resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective 
given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help to 
minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

++ The site is located within 935m of Hednesford Train Station.  The site is also located within 350m of a number of 
bus stops, the closest of which is located within 240m to the south west on Rugeley Road.  This bus stop provides 
access to a bus service which runs once every 30 minutes.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 26 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any education facilities.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 
places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 26 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective.  

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++/-? The site is bounded by an area of semi-natural open space to the south and east at Hednesford Hills.  Two areas 
of green link land are also located in close proximity of the site.  One is to the north within 110m and one is to the 
south west within 145m.  Housing amenity land is located within 345m of the site to the west by Station Road.  
Hednesford Park is located within 240m of the site also to the west.  Access to a PRoW is provided at by the 
eastern boundary of the site.  A significant positive is expected on this SA objective given that the site would 
provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW.  This significant positive effect is likely to be 
combined with an uncertain minor negative effect.  The site is located on land which is identified in the Green 
Space Network (2012).  As such dependent upon the design of the scheme for this site the provision of residential 
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development may impact upon access to open space for recreational and leisure uses in the District. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

++ The site is located on the north eastern edge of Hednesford and therefore a significant positive effect is likely on 
this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a range of services and facilities.  

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located within Hednesford but it is outside of the town centre which is to the south west.  The 
development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area 
or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  
Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

--? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets.  The Cannock Chase District HEA 
(October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment character zone CHECZ 7 - Hednesford 
Hills Common.  In relation to the Council’s work through the Cannock Chase District HEA the area in which the site 
falls, was scored as being of moderate in terms of its heritage value.  However, the historic landscape character 
within this area is recorded as being highly sensitive to change.  The moderate scoring of the Council reflects the 
fact that there are few known heritage assets across the zone which is likely due to a lack of investigation rather 
than poor preservation. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent 
upon the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

R25: Nursery Fields, St Michaels Road, Brereton 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or locally designated biodiversity or 
geodiversity sites. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.9km to the north west of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 
contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats Regulations 
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Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are selected. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air quality.  The site is located 
adjacent to the A460 to the east meaning there is potential for adverse effects as a result of noise pollution.  It is 
noted that there is potential for mitigation however meaning the minor negative effect likely is recorded as 
uncertain.  The site contains a large portion of brownfield land (a school was previously present onsite) and 
therefore development at this location would result in the use of land which has previously been developed 
meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land use.  The site is not located within a Source 
Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water 
quality. 
 
Overall, a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+ The site is contains a large portion of brownfield land (part of the site previously accommodated a school building) 
and is quite small in size (38 homes are suggested).  A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the 
site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings which are already onsite.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site contains a large portion of brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3.  A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located within UR11 which is classified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  The site is however located within 505m of the Cannock Chase AONB which is located to 
the west.  As such given that the close proximity of development at this site to a designated landscape may have 
adverse impacts on it in terms of landscape character a significant negative effect has been identified on this SA 
objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might proceed 
at this location is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

+? The site contains a large portion of brownfield land and as such its development is seen as a more efficient use of 
land in the District than the development of greenfield land.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste production is reduced at this site by 
making use of this approach. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 

+ There are a number of bus stops within 350m of the site.  The closest of these is adjacent to the site on Main 
Road to the east.  To the south within 120m a bus stop is located on Coal Pit Lane.  Further bus stops are located 
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transport. to the west on Birch Lane, the closest of which is located within 180m.  All identified bus stops provide access to 

services which operate once every 30 minutes.  The site is not located within 1km of a train station, however.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
 
The site is also adjacent to an existing cycle path on Main Road to the east. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 38 and so a significant positive effect 
is likely as residential sites of more than 11 homes will make affordable housing provision. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

+? Hob Hill Church of England/Methodist Primary School is located within 345m of the site to the south east.  
Redbrook Hayes Community Primary School is located approximately 455m to the north west of the site.  As both 
of the identified schools accommodate only young pupils the positive effect expected on this SA objective is likely 
to be minor.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
 
This site is expected to provide 38 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

+ The site is located within close proximity of one health facility; Brereton Surgery is approximately 250m to the 
north of the site on Main Road.  There is no hospital within 600m of the site.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
likely on this SA objective.  

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  The closest open space 
to the site is located at St Michael's Churchyard which is within 5m to the north.  This open space has been 
identified in the Green Space Network (2012).  Housing amenity land is located within 225m of the site to the 
north by St Michael’s Road.  A green link is located to the west of the site within 265m.  Access to a PRoW is 
provided by Main Road within 55m of the site to the north east.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW.  This 
significant positive effect is expected to be combined with a minor negative effect, however.  The site contains an 
area of institutional open space.  Although this area has been identified as having restricted access the southern 
portion of this open space has been identified in the Green Space Network (2012).  As such, the development of 
this area may have adverse impacts upon access to open space which might be used for leisure and recreation in 
the District.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of development which is unknown at this 
stage and may allow for the incorporation of this open space. 
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14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located towards the southern edge of Brereton (a Local Centre) and therefore an uncertain minor 
positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number 
of services and facilities. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located within Brereton and is not within one of three identified town centres in Cannock Chase.  
Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of 
the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 
people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

--? The site falls partially within the Main Road, Brereton Conservation Area.  The Main Road, Brereton Conservation 
Area Conservation Area Appraisal (2009) has identified the area of the site which is located within the 
Conservation Area as having a neutral impact on the character of the area.  The remainder of the site will play a 
significant role in terms of the setting of this area.  To the north of the site within 60m St Michael’s Church has 
been designated as a Grade II Listed Building and therefore the site will play a significant role in providing setting 
for this heritage asset.  The site does not lie within any of the historic environment character zones as identified in 
the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) or within any of the historic urban character areas as identified in 
the Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey84. 
 
As such, considering the close proximity of the identified heritage assets to the site a significant negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The provision of unsympathetic residential development at this location 
(particularly that which is would not be appropriate in terms of massing or scale) is likely to have adverse impacts 
on the local built environment.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the development which is 
unknown at this stage. 

N13a: Land at Norton Hall Lane and Butts Lane, Norton Canes  
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

                                                
84 Includes both Stafford County Council (2009), Cannock Historic Character Assessment and Rugeley Historic Character Assessment  
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1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The nearest 
biodiversity asset to the site is the Cannock Extension Canal SAC lies approximately 875m to the south west of 
the site, School Lane Wood Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) lies approximately 390m south east of the site. Overall a 
minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on 
designated sites cannot be determined until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at 
planning application stage. 
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 6.4km to the north of the site; therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 
likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are 
selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

--? The site is linked via Norton Hall Lane to the AQMA that extends along the A5 (Watling Street) that lies 
approximately 105m to the south of the site, so a significant negative effect is expected on air quality as a result 
of potential increases in local traffic.  The M6 Toll motorway lies approximately 25m south of the site and so a 
minor negative effect is expected in relation to noise pollution, although this is uncertain as it may be possible to 
mitigate out noise through the design and layout of the site.  The site is located on greenfield land.  The southern 
section of the site is classed as Grade 3 Agricultural Land (it is unknown at this whether this land is Grade 3a or 
3b Agricultural Land) and the north section is considered to be Non Agricultural Land so an uncertain significant 
negative effect is likely on soils.  The site is not within a Source Protection Zone so a negligible effect is likely on 
water quality. 
 
Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective with the uncertainty relating to 
potential noise pollution and whether the soil is classified as Grade 3a or 3b. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (120 homes are suggested).  A significant 
negative effect is likely as there will be little opportunity to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of residential development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of residential 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all residential site options 
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will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective.. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 This site is located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ There are ten bus stops within 350m of the site, but their frequency of service is unknown; four on Norton Green 
Lane, two on Church road, two on Chapel Street and two on Walsall Road.  There is no railway station within 1km 
of the site so a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  A cycle route runs along the west boundary of 
the site. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 120 and so a significant positive 
effect is likely as sites which allow for 11 homes will make affordable housing provision.  

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

+? Jerome Community Primary School is located approximately 320m north of the site, but there are no secondary 
schools within 600m of the site.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is 
uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places.  
 
This site is expected to provide 120 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school places would be 
provided, as the threshold for this provision in Cannock Chase is around 700 homes.  This site is expected to be 
part of a wider scheme as it lies adjacent to N13 where 450 dwellings are planned. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new residential development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 

- There are no hospitals or GP Surgeries within 600m of the site.  As such new residents at the site would not be 
provided with good access to existing healthcare services in the District.  A minor negative effect is therefore 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 454  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
accessible for those in need. likely on this SA objective.  

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs which might be used by 
new residents at this location.  Church Road Park housing amenity land and Church Road Green housing amenity 
land are classified as unrestricted.  These areas of land form part of the Green Space Network (2012) and lie 
approximately 125m and approximately 65m respectively north of the site.  A PRoW lies approximately 360m to 
the north west of the site by Chapel Street where it is located within green link land.  Another PRoW lies 
approximately 130m to the south of the site.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
 
The site has also been identified as providing some open space as part of its allocation for development.  This 
onsite provision is expected to amplify the significant positive effect identified in relation to access to the existing 
open spaces located in close proximity of the site. 
 
This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (120 homes are planned) and so an uncertain minor 
positive effect is also expected as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site.  It is unknown 
whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come forward. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the south western edge of Norton Canes, which is identified in the Local Plan (Part 1) as a 
Local Centre, so an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as the potential residents will be 
within close proximity to some services and facilities. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such providing development at this 
location would not result in the loss of an existing employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford town centres so a negligible effect is likely on this 
SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The Church of St James (a Grade II*) Listed Building is the nearest historic asset to the site and lies 
approximately 300m to the north west of one section of the site.  The site is located within the historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes as identified in the Cannock Chase 
District HEA (October 2009), which was scored as being of moderate value in terms of heritage assets.  Medium to 
large scale development within this historic environment character zone is likely to have at least a moderate 
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impact upon the historic environment.  Known heritage assets, which include cropmarks of possible 
prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway, are all of local/regional importance.   
 
Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the 
design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 
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SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 457  January 2017 

KLS: Kingswood Lakeside Employment Area (includes the sites CE4(a), CE4(f) and CE5(a)) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity (250m) of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely 
impacted upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  The site contains part of Orbital 
Way Site of Biological Importance.  At the eastern edge of the site Kingswood, pool and marsh Site of Biological 
Importance is adjacent to the site.   
 
As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected are local designations, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/--? The site is located along the M6 Toll motorway, which connects to the A5 located within 240m to the west.  AQMA 
No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) and as such development at this location may increase 
levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the M6 Toll 
motorway, development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it may 
be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site contains several large areas of brownfield land which contain a number of sizeable buildings and areas of 
hard standing.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) is expected on this SA objective.  The 
significant negative effect is uncertain dependent upon whether it is possible to mitigate the effect of noise 
pollution on local amenity. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

++ The site contains several large areas of brownfield land and is quite large in size (66.5ha).  As such the 
redevelopment of the site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings which are 
already onsite.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3.  A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 
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6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located mostly within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  A significant part of the site to the west is located within UR26 (Mill Green Cannock) which is 
identified as an urban area which is sufficiently un-developed to merit inclusion in the Landscape Character 
Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  This parcel is however too small to be analysed in terms of landscape 
character.  An overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of the development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

+? The site is located on several large areas of brownfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a 
more efficient use of land in the District than the development of greenfield land.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 
production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and materials. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage employees 
to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  A cycle path and bus stop lie within the 
boundaries of the site by Orbital Way.  Beyond these nodes the closest bus stops to the site are located on 
Voyager Drive within 165m and 175m to the west of the site respectively.  The bus stops identified are not 
accompanied by information relating to the frequency of services provided at these locations.  The site is not 
located within 1km of a railway station.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
0 

The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
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ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++/-? The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  To the northern boundary of the site a greenlink 
is present.  Areas of semi-natural greenspace are located adjacent to the east of the site.  The closest land to the 
site which is identified in the Green Space Network (2012) is located within 385m to the north west.  The PRoW 
which crosses the M6 Toll motorway to the south of the site is the closest PRoW which lies outside of the site 
boundary.  However, the site also contains areas of semi-natural greenspace and a number of PRoWs which might 
be lost as a result of employment development at this location.  A mixed effect (significant positive/uncertain 
minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site (notably its western boundary) is located on the eastern edge of Bridgtown which has been identified as a 
Local Centre.  This area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for 
employees during break times and after working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

++ This is quite a large site (66.5ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision of a 
high number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0/-? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets.   
 
To the west the site is located partially within historic environment character zone CHECZ85 15 - East of Cannock 
as identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009), which was scored as being of low value in terms 
of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as not being particularly sensitive to development although 
development within the area should be planned to retain the historic lanes and the line of the railway within the 
landscape and account for potential for surviving archaeological features.     
 

                                                
85 Historic environment character zones (HECZ) within Cannock have been identified as CHECZ and those within Rugeley are called RCHECZ 
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To the east the site is located partially within historic environment character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of 
Norton Canes as identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009), which was scored as being of 
moderate value in terms of heritage assets.  Medium to large scale development within this historic environment 
character zone is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic environment.  Known heritage assets 
within this zone, which include cropmarks of possible prehistoric/Roman date; medieval moats and a short section 
of the railway, are all of local/regional importance.  St James’ Church is also within this area and has been 
identified as being of national importance due to its Grade II Listed status.   
 
As such an overall mixed effect (negligible/uncertain minor negative) is expected on this SA objective given that it 
lies across two separate historic environment character zones which have different levels of sensitivity to 
development. 

TBP: Towers Business Park Employment Area (includes the sites RE1, RE2(a), RE2(c) and RE4) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

0? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located is more than 1km from an internationally or nationally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites, and 
over 250m from a locally designated site. 
 
As such, a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that there may be 
opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/-? The site is not located within or in close proximity to any of the proposed or declared AQMAs in the District.  As 
such development at this location is unlikely to have significant adverse impacts on local air quality.  The site is 
however adjacent to the A51 to the north and therefore development at this location could result in noise pollution 
affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located mainly on brownfield land.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective.  The negative 
effect is uncertain dependent upon whether it is possible to mitigate the effect of noise pollution on local amenity. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

++ The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is quite large in size (44ha).  As such the redevelopment of the 
site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings which are already onsite.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
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contributing to, climate 
change. 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3.  A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located within TV01 which is classified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  The site is located within 915m of the Cannock Chase AONB, however.  An overall 
significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for development at this 
location to adversely affect the setting of this designated landscape.  The negative effect is uncertain given that 
the specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

+? The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a more efficient use of 
land in the District than the development of greenfield land.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste production is reduced at this site by 
making use of opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and materials. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage employees 
to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  A bus stop is adjacent to the site to the north 
west on Power Station Road however no information is available on the regularity of services at this location.  A 
cycle path is also present at this location.  Another cycle path is located partially within the site at Wheelhouse 
Road.  To the south a number of bus stops are along Brereton Road.  These bus stops connect to a number of 
different services the most regular of which operators every 30 minutes.  Rugeley Town Train Station is located 
within 555m from the site to the east by Wharf Road.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
0 

The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
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of crime. the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++/-? The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A green link runs much of the length southern 
boundary of the site.  Outside of the site boundaries the closest land to the site which has been identified in the 
Green Space Network (2012) is located within 100m to the south between Armitage Road and Main Road.  
Housing amenity land is located within 230m of the site to the south by Springfield Avenue.  The closest PRoW to 
the site is located within 195m to the south by Thompson Road.  The site also contains areas of green link land 
and land which is within the Green Space Network (2012), however, which might be lost as a result of 
employment development at this location.  A mixed effect (significant positive/uncertain minor negative) is 
expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

++ The site is located on the eastern edge of Rugeley.  This area is therefore expected to provide a good level of 
access to nearby community services and facilities for employees during break times and outside of working 
hours.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

++ This is quite a large site (44ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision of a 
high number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located on the eastern edge of Rugeley but not within its town centre.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
--? This site is not located within a historic environment character zone identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA 

(October 2009).  However, the site is bordered by the Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area to the south.  
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built and historic 
environment. 

This area includes two Grade II Listed Buildings (Bridge Number 64 and the Viaduct over the Trent and Mersey 
Canal) which are in close proximity to the site.  The Draft Trent and Mersey Canal within Cannock Chase District 
Conservation Area Appraisal (2010) has highlighted that development outside of the Conservation Area but along 
the Canal frontage has a visual impact on its setting.  The document also however states that potential for 
bringing the listed bridge back into some use or making it accessible will be considered, and as such development 
at this location may offer some potential to enhance the area.  In all the close proximity of the site to the 
identified heritage features means there is potential for a significant adverse effects on the setting of these 
heritage assets most notably if an increase in the scale or massing of the development currently onsite was 
permitted.  Considering the size of the development site and given that employment development has the 
potential to be less sympathetic when compared to other forms of development a significant negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective, although this is uncertain as it will depend on the detailed design of the 
development that gets proposed on this site. 

CE8: Former Bowmur Haulage Site, Watling Street, Cannock 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within 480m of Stowe Pool and Walk Mill Clay Pit SSSI to the south east, which may be adversely 
impacted upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.     
 
As such, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate 
mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new 
developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/--? The site is located along the A5.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) and this area is 
directly adjacent to the site.  As such development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area 
as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  In addition, development at this location could result in noise pollution 
from the A5 affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and 
layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on brownfield land which was previously landfill land.  The site is not located within a Source 
Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) is expected on this SA objective.  The 
significant negative effect is uncertain dependent upon whether it is possible to mitigate the effect of noise 
pollution on local amenity. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 

+ The site is located on brownfield land which was previously landfill land and has now been cleared.  It is relatively 
small in size (3.1ha).  As such the redevelopment of the site would present increased potential for the re-use of 
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developed land and 
buildings. 

materials and buildings which are already onsite.  For example much of the site contains a hard standing.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 (although a small portion of the site to the 

south is located within flood zone 2).  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

0? The site is located within UR28 which has been identified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

+? The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a more efficient use of 
land in the District than the development of greenfield land.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste production is reduced at this site by 
making use of opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and materials. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

0 The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage employees 
to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  A total of five bus stops are located within 350m 
of the site.  These are on Wolverhampton Road.  The services along this route are however only once every 130 
minutes.  The site is not located within 1km of a railway station and a cycle path does not pass by the site.  As 
such considering that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services provided at these 
locations are infrequent, a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 
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they are required. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  An area of semi-natural open space is located 
adjacent to the site to the south; however access to this area has been identified as being restricted.  The closest 
allotments (Bridgtown Allotments Association) to the site are within 460m to the north east and access to these 
facilities is limited to those with rights to use the allotments.  The closest area of housing amenity land is located 
within 385m to the north west of the site by Wellington Drive Park.  A PRoW is located within 270m from the site 
to the south and this route runs from Wolverhampton Road to Lodge Lane.  An area of the land to the north of the 
site within 235m has been identified within the Green Space Network (2012).  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the south western edge of Bridgtown which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This area 
may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for employees during break times 
and after working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (3.1ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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viability. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? This site is not located within a historic environment character zone identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA 
(October 2009).  It is within HUCA 16 – South of Watling Street (from the Cannock Historic Character 
Assessment86), which is rated as having a historical value of medium and an aesthetic value of low.  The Historic 
Character Assessment notes that the continued usage of surviving historic buildings within the HUCA would ensure 
that their survival and continued contribution to the understanding of the town's industrial heritage for future 
generations.  Historical interest within the zone largely relates to the potential for surviving below ground 
archaeological deposits relating to former industrial activity and extant historic industrial buildings. There is also 
the potential for evidence relating to the Roman Road. 
 
The site is also located within 465m of Grade II Listed Building Longford Lodge which is to the north west.  The 
site is however screened from this heritage asset by trees to the east of the listed property as well as by the A5 
road and the retail development which is already present adjacent to the site to the north west.  As such adverse 
impacts on this heritage asset are likely to be reduced and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this 
SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of any proposal which comes 
forward the future, and whether it can contribute to the industrial heritage of the historic character area. 

RE3: Former Power Station off A51 (adjacent to Towers Business Park), Rugeley 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

0? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located more than 1km from an internationally or nationally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites, and over 
250m from a locally designated site. 
 
As such, a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that there may be 
opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not located within or in close proximity to any of the proposed or declared AQMAs in the District.  As 
such, development at this location is unlikely to have significant adverse impacts on local air quality.  The site is 
however adjacent to the A51 to the south and therefore development at this location could result in noise 
pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout 
of sites. 
 
This site is located mainly on greenfield land which has not been developed.  This greenfield land is classified as 
urban land in terms of its agricultural value.  The site is not, however, located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 

                                                
86 Part of: Staffordshire County Council (2009) Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey 
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As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (2.2ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

0? The site is located within TV01 which is classified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given 
that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 
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facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A private sports ground is located to the north of 
the site within 430m; however access to this area is identified as being limited.  Land to the north west of the site 
within 465m is within the Green Space Network and as such is expected to provide some open space leisure and 
recreational uses for the general public.  A green link is located within 410m of the site to the south.  Overall a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the northern edge of Brereton which has been identified as a Local Centre in policy CP11 of 
the Local Plan (Part 1).  This area may therefore provide a good level of access to nearby community services and 
facilities for employees during break times and outside of working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (2.2ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located on the eastern edge of Rugeley but not within its town centre.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 469  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within a Historic Environment Character Zone from the 2009 HEA study, however, it is 
located within 400m of the Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area which is to the south.  The Draft Trent and 
Mersey Canal within Cannock Chase District Conservation Area Appraisal (2010) has highlighted that development 
outside of Conservation Area but along the Canal frontage has a visual impact on its setting.  The site is however 
separated from this heritage asset by a sizeable area of existing employment uses.  As such there is reduced 
potential for adverse effects to occur on the identified Conservation Area.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
recorded for this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of any proposal which 
may come forward. 

NE2: Land off Norton Hall Lane, Butts Lane, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

0? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located is more than 1km from an internationally or nationally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites, and 
over 250m from a locally designated site. 
 
As such, a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that there may be 
opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway to the south.  AQMA No.2, which is located within 95m to the 
south of the site, has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street).  The site is adjacent to Norton Hall Lane to the 
west and this route and the M6 Toll motorway link to the A5 where the AQMA has been declared.  As such, it is 
expected that development at this location may adversely affect local air quality through increased levels of 
traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway, development at this location could also result in noise 
pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout 
of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land most of which is classed as Grade 3 agricultural land.  The site is, however, 
not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (2.2ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
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contributing to, climate 
change. 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduce number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

-? The site is not located within 350m of a bus stop or within 1km of a train station.  A cycle path passes within the 
boundaries of the site to the north west however by North Hall Lane.  As such a minor negative effect is expected 
on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent on whether the cycle route could be used for the 
purposes of commuting or undertaking day to day journeys. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
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negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  St James the Great Churchyard is located within 
220m of the site to the north.  A green link is located adjacent to the churchyard within 255m of the site to the 
north west.  An area of semi-natural green space is located within 540m of the site also to the north west.  Land 
to the north of the site within 455m by Church Road is within the Green Space Network (2012).  Overall a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the south eastern edge of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This 
area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for employees during break 
times and after working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (2.2ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is located within 250m of the Church of St James which has been designated as a Grade II* Listed 
Building to the north.  The site is separated from this listed property by an area of existing residential 
development by Church Road.  As such the development of this greenfield site has limited potential to affect the 
setting of this identified heritage asset.   
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes, which was scored as being of moderate value in 
terms of heritage assets.  Medium to large scale development is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon 
the historic environment in terms of the individual heritage assets in the area which include cropmarks of possible 
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prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway as well as St James’ Church.   
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon 
the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

CE17: Kingswood Lakeside Extension 1 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of one biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  The site contains part of Washbrook Lane 
Biodiversity Alert Site. 
 
As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected is a local designation, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located along the M6 Toll motorway which connects to the A5 which is located within 130m to the 
south.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) and as such development at this location may 
increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the M6 
Toll motorway, development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it 
may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is mostly of Grade 4 agricultural value (although it is recognised that 
the most south easterly corner of the site is located on land which is of Grade 3 agricultural value).  The site is not 
located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (11ha).  As such 
the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
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will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is mostly outside of flood zone 3 (small portions of the site to the north 

west are located within flood zones 2 and 3).  An uncertain minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located mostly within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  A relatively small part of the site to the north is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands).  This 
area has also been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  An overall minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 
development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

-? The site is not located within 350m of a bus stop or within 1km of a train station.  A cycle path passes within the 
boundaries of the site to the north west however by Kingswood Lakeside Employment Park.  As such a minor 
negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent on whether the cycle 
route could be used for the purposes of commuting or undertaking day to day journeys. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 
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12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++/-? The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  Areas of semi-natural greenspace are located 
adjacent to the north and to the west of the site.  A green link is located within 20m of the site to the east.  St 
James the Great Churchyard is located within 375m of the site also to the east.   The closest PRoW to the site is 
located within 130m also to the east where it runs from Washbrook Lane.  As such a significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  This significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor 
negative effect however, because an area of semi-natural greenspace and a number of PRoWs are located within 
the boundaries of the site.  As such the provision of employment development at this location may result in the 
loss of these identified uses. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy 
CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to services 
and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (11ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision of 
a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is located within 250m of the Church of St James which has been designated as a Grade II* Listed 
Building to the east.  The site is separated from this listed property by areas of farmland and pockets of woodland 
by Washbrook Lane and Kingswood Lakeside Employment Park.  Sparse tree cover and hedgerows in place help to 
screen the rear of the listed property from areas which are to the west of it.  As such, the development of this 
greenfield land has some potential to affect the setting of this identified heritage asset.   
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
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character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes, which was scored as being of moderate value in 
terms of heritage assets.  Medium to large scale development is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon 
the historic environment in terms of the individual heritage assets in the area which include cropmarks of possible 
prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway as well as St James’ Church.     
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon 
the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

CE18: Kingswood Lakeside Extension 2 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of one biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  The site is located adjacent to the Kingswood pool 
and marsh Site of Biological Importance to the west. 
 
As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected is a local designation, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

--? The site is not located within or in close proximity to any of the proposed or declared AQMAs in the District.  As 
such development at this location is unlikely to have significant adverse impacts on local air quality.  The site is 
also not located adjacent to a motorway or ‘A’ road and as such development at this location is unlikely to be 
affected by noise pollution in terms of local amenity. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land most of which is classified as being of Grade 3 agricultural value (although it 
is recognised that land at the southern corner of the site is classified as being of Grade 4 agricultural value).  The 
site is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain 
dependent upon whether the greenfield land which might be lost as a result of development at this location is of 
Grade 3a or 3b agricultural value. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (9.15ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
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minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  A 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 
design of the development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
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proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  Areas of semi-natural greenspace are located 
adjacent to the south and to the west of the site.  A green link is located within 45m of the site to the north by 
Norton Lane.  A ProW is accessible at this location as well as at the northern and western boundaries of the site.  
As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy 
CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to services 
and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (9.15ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets. 
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes, which was scored as being of moderate value in 
terms of heritage assets.  Medium to large scale development is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon 
the historic environment in terms of the individual heritage assets in the area which include cropmarks of possible 
prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway as well as St James’ Church.       
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon 
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the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

CE19: Site between A5 and M6 Toll 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of one biodiversity or geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  The site is located within 20m of Bridgtown 
Subsidence Pools, Cannock Site of Biological Importance to the south. 
 
As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected is a local designation, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located adjacent to the A5 to the south and adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway to the north.  AQMA No.2 
has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) and as such development at this location may increase levels of 
air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway 
and the A5, development at this location could also result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, 
it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is mostly classified as being of Grade 4 agricultural value (although it 
is recognised that some of this land to the north west is classified as being of Grade 3 agricultural value).  The site 
is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on mostly greenfield land which has not been developed (a very small portion of the area of the 
site contains a small number of farm buildings) and is relatively small in size (9.4ha).  As such the development of 
the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings which might 
already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is mostly outside of flood zone 3 (a small portion of the site to the south 

east is located within flood zones 2 and 3).  An uncertain minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 479  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  A 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 
design of the development which would proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on mostly greenfield land (a very small portion of the area of the site contains a small number 
of farm buildings) and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of land in the District 
than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit waste 
production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage employees 
to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  The closest bus stop to the site is located within 
265m to the south west at Leacroft Lane.  The bus service accessible at this bus stop operates every 30 minutes.  
Further bus stops are accessible within 270m and 285m of the site at Blakeney Way and Orbital Centre 
respectively.  Information about the frequency of bus services at these two bus stops is not available.  A cycle 
path is accessible at the northern site boundary where it crosses the M6 Toll motorway.  The site is not located 
within 1km of a railway station.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 
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12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++/-? The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  An area of semi-natural greenspace is located to 
the north of the site within 80m.  An area of greenspace which has been identified in the Green Space Network 
(2012) is located within 525m of the site to the north west by Eastern Way.  The closest PRoW to the site is 
located adjacent to the site to the north by the M6 Toll motorway.  As such a significant positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective.  This significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative 
effect however.  The PRoW which is adjacent to the site also passes within the site boundary.  As such the 
provision of employment development at this location may result in the loss of this identified uses. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy 
CP11.  As the site is located within 350m of several bus stops which may provide access to community services 
and facilities further afield a minor negative effect is expected overall on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (9.4ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets. 
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying mostly within historic environment 
character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes, which was scored as being of moderate value in 
terms of heritage assets (the north western boundary of the site falls within CHECZ 15 - East of Cannock).  
Medium to large scale development is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic environment in 
terms of the individual heritage assets in the area which include cropmarks of possible prehistoric/Roman date, 
medieval moats and a short section of the railway as well as St James’ Church.       
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As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon 
the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

CE20: Watling Street Business Park 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  The site is located adjacent to the Site of 
Biological Importance at the rough grassland south of the A5.  Wyrley Common Site of Biological Importance is 
also located to the south of the site within 190m. 
 
As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected are local designations, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located within 95m of the A5 to the north.  The site would connect to the local road network either at 
this ‘A’ road or at the B4154 which connects directly to the A5.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 
(Watling Street) and as such development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 
result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is not located directly adjacent an ‘A’ road or motorway 
development at this location is unlikely to be adversely impacted upon by noise pollution in terms of local 
amenity. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is mostly classified as being non-agricultural land (although it is 
recognised that some of this land to the north is classified as being of Grade 3 agricultural value).  The site is not 
located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (9ha).  As such 
the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
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change. considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 

will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 
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12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A green link is located within 125m of the site to 
the west.  An area of semi-natural green space is located within 230m of the site to the south west, with similar 
areas of open space located to the south within 60m and to the east within 315m.  The closest PRoW to the site is 
located to the east within 25m where it runs to Watling Street.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through 
policy CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to 
services and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (9ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision of 
a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common, which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 
legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development.     
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
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negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

NE5: Turf Field, Watling Street/Walsall Road, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Commonside Disused Railway Biodiversity 
Alert Site is located to the north of the site within 75m and a Biodiversity Alert Site to the south of the A5 is 
located to the south of the site within 460m.   
 
As such, given then that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located along the M6 Toll motorway which connects to the A5 which is located within 440m to the 
south.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) and as such development at this location may 
increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the M6 
Toll motorway development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it 
may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is mostly classed as Grade 4 agricultural land (although it is 
recognised that a small portion of the site to the west is classed as Grade 3 agricultural land).  The site is not 
located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (2.12ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
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accessible for those in need. options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  Greenlinks are located within 120m of the site to 
the north east and within 190m of the site to the south east.  A semi-natural open space is located within 170m of 
the site to the north east; however this area has been identified as having limited access.  The closest PRoW to 
the site is located to the north within 350m where it connects to Walsall Road.  Overall a significant positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the southern periphery of Norton Canes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This 
area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for employees during break 
times and after working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (2.12ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes.  This area has been identified as being 
of medium sensitivity to large scale development given that this type of development (particularly housing 
expansion and infrastructure for the District Council) is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic 
environment.  The known heritage assets within the area which may be adversely impacted upon by development 
include cropmarks of possible prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway, all of 
which are of local/regional importance. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 
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NE6: Jubilee Field, Lime Lane/Watling Street, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Cannock Extension Canal SAC and SSSI 
are adjacent to the site to the west.  School Lane (meadow east of) Site of Biological Importance is also located 
within 145m of the site to the west.   
 
As such, given that two of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are 
national or international designations, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located adjacent to the A5 to the north.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street), 
and as such development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased 
vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the A5 development at this location could result in noise pollution 
affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land most of which is classed as Grade 4 agricultural land (although it is 
recognised that the northern portion of the site has been classed as Grade 3 agricultural land).  The site is, 
however, not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (5.08ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
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quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective, although this effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A greenlink is adjacent to the site to the west.  A 
semi-natural open space is located within 160m of the site to the south west.  The closest PRoW to the site is 
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recreation located to the south within 210m by Pelsall Road Bridge.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through 
policy CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to 
services and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (5.08ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common, which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 
legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development.     
 
As such, development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage 

NE9: Land at Norton Canes between the A5 and M6 Toll 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
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upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Watling Street Site of Biological Interest is 
located within 15m of the site to the south.  A further Site of Biological Interest is located by the rough grassland 
to the south of the A5 within 55m of the site to the west. 
 
As such, given then that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located adjacent to the A5 to the south.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) 
and the site’s eastern boundary lies approximately 30m from the Walsall AQMA.  Development at this location 
may therefore increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is 
adjacent to the A5 development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  
However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is classed as Grade 4 agricultural land.  The site is, however, not 
located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (0.3ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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place. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A greenlink is adjacent to the site to the east.  A 
semi-natural open space is located within 15m of the site to the south at Wyrley Common.  The closest PRoW to 
the site is located to the south within 20m by Watling Street.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
-- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy 

CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to services 
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community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (0.3ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common, which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 
legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development.     
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

CE7(a) and CE7(c): Former Hawkins Works, Watling Street, Bridgtown, Cannock 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Stowe Pool and Walk Mill Clay Pit SSSI is 
to the south of the site within 100m.  The Biodiversity Alert Sites Lodge Hill (north-east of) and Hatherton Pines 
are located to the south east and south west of the site within 125m and 145m respectively.   
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As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location is a 
national designation, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given 
that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat 
connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/--? The site is located adjacent to the A5 to the north.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street), 
and as such development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased 
vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the A5 development at this location could result in noise pollution 
affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on brownfield land which contains a relatively large warehouse building and hard standings to 
facilitate car parking; therefore it would have a minor positive effect on conserving soils.  The site is not located 
within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
significant negative effect is uncertain dependent upon whether it is possible to mitigate the effect of noise 
pollution on local amenity. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+ The site is located on brownfield land which contains a relatively large warehouse building and hard standings to 
facilitate car parking.  It is relatively small in size (2.9ha).  As such the redevelopment of the site would present 
increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings which are already onsite.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 (although a small portion of the site to the 

west is located within flood zone 2).  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

0? The site is located within UR28 which has been identified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
+? The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a more efficient use of 
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resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

land in the District than the development of greenfield land.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste production is reduced at this site by 
making use of opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and materials. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage employees 
to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  The closest bus stop to the site is located within 
240m to the east on Walkmill Lane.  Further bus stops are located to the north of the site within 245m at Delta 
Way.  Bus services at these bus stops are relatively regular; the most frequent of which provides a service every 
30 minutes.  The site is not located within 1km of a railway station and a cycle path does not pass by the site.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A semi-natural open space is located within 105m 
of the site to the south by Walkmill Lane.  To the east within 310m an area of open space has been identified 
within the Green Space Network (2012) by Earlswood Way.  The closest PRoW to the site is located to the south 
west within 315m by Lodge Lane.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 

+? The site is located on the south western edge of Bridgtown which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This area 
may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for employees during break times 
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facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

and after working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (2.9ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in provision 
of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? This site is not located within a historic environment character zone identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA 
(October 2009).  It is within HUCA 16 – South of Watling Street (from the Cannock Historic Character 
Assessment87), which is rated as having a historical value of medium and an aesthetic value of low.  The Historic 
Character Assessment notes that the continued usage of surviving historic buildings within the HUCA would ensure 
that their survival and continued contribution to the understanding of the town's industrial heritage for future 
generations.  Historical interest within the zone largely relates to the potential for surviving below ground 
archaeological deposits relating to former industrial activity and extant historic industrial buildings.  There is also 
the potential for evidence relating to the Roman Road. 
 
The site is also located within 445m of Grade II Listed Building Bridgtown War Memorial which is to the north east.  
The site is however screened from this heritage asset by the A5 road and the existing residential and retail 
development which is already present in close proximity to the site to the north east.  As such potential for 
adverse impacts on local heritage assets is likely to be reduced and therefore a minor negative effect is expected 
on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of any proposal which 
comes forward the future and whether it can contribute to the industrial heritage of the historic character area. 

NE10: Land south of A5, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 

                                                
87 Part of: Staffordshire County Council (2009) Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey 
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and geodiversity. damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 

located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Watling Street Site of Biological 
Importance is located partially within the site to the north east.  Wyrley Common Site of Biological Importance is 
located within 20m of the site to the south west.  The site is also located within 30m of the Site of Biological 
Important which has been designated at the rough grassland to the south of the A5. 
 
As such, given then that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site is located adjacent to the A5 to the north.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) 
and the site’s eastern boundary lies approximately 30m from the Walsall AQMA.  Development at this location 
may therefore increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is 
adjacent to the A5 development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  
However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on mostly greenfield land (although it is recognised that a number of buildings currently occupy 
the north western corner of the site) which is mostly classified as non-agricultural land with a small portion of the 
site to the north east classified as Grade 4 agricultural land.  The site is not located within a Source Protection 
Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- This site is located on mostly greenfield land (although it is recognised that a number of buildings currently occupy 
the north western corner of the site) which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (12.18ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new employment development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all employment site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on mostly greenfield land (although it is recognised that a number of buildings currently occupy 

the north western corner of the site) but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
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SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient 
use of land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for all site 
options will be negligible. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
++/-? The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 

breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  Areas of semi-natural greenspace are located 
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open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

adjacent to the north east and to the west of the site.  A green link is located within 70m of the site to the north.  
Several PRoWs are located within close proximity of the site to the north east and to the north west.  As such a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  This significant positive effect is expected to be 
combined with an uncertain minor negative effect however.  Two PRoWs run into the site to the north and as such 
the provision of employment development at this location may result in the loss of this identified use. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy 
CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to services 
and facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+ This is a relatively small site (12.18ha).  As such its development for employment use is likely to result in 
provision of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets. 
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common, which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 
legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development.     
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 
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R127/RE24: Rugeley Power Station, Rugeley (Mixed use - residential, employment and other non-residential uses) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or locally designated biodiversity or 
geodiversity sites. 
 
However, the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.7km to the west of the site, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is identified because new residential development (as part of a mixed use scheme) within 15km of 
this SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through 
the Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/-? The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air quality.  The site is located 
adjacent to the A51 to the south and west and therefore a minor negative effect is identified in relation to the 
potential for adverse impacts of noise pollution on the site.  This negative effect is uncertain given that it may be 
possible to mitigate any adverse impacts on residential amenity in terms of noise pollution.  The site is located on 
mostly brownfield land and as such development at this location would result in the use of a large area of 
previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land use.  The site is also not 
located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse 
effect on local water quality. 
 
Overall, a mixed effect (minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

++ The site is located on mostly brownfield land on which the Rugeley Power Station lies.  It is relatively large in size 
(capacity has not yet been confirmed by the Council but it covers a total of 55ha).  A significant positive effect is 
likely as the redevelopment of the site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 
which are already onsite.   

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is mostly outside of flood zone 3.  The most northern part of the 

site is located in flood zone 3 but it is expected that this area of the site can be avoided when new development is 
being provided.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 

0? The site is located within TV01 and TV02 both of which are classified as urban land in the Landscape Character 
Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB.  A 
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SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 
specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

+? The site is located on mostly brownfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a more efficient 
use of land in the District than the development of greenfield land.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste production is reduced at this 
site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and materials. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops.  The closest bus stop to the site is located within 105m 
to the west at Power Station Road.  Further bus stops on Power Station Road are located within 210m of the site 
also to the west.  These bus stops provide access to bus services which operate only once every 1,200 minutes 
(20 hours, or once per day).  The site is also located within 840m of Rugeley Trent Valley Train Station which is to 
the north west.  As the bus services accessible from the site operate infrequently the positive effect on this SA 
objective is expected to be minor.  
 
A cycle path is adjacent to the site to the west by the A51. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? No suggested capacity has yet been provided for the site but it covers an area of 55ha which makes it one of the 
largest residential led sites considered.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective given 
that sites which allow for 11 homes are expected to make affordable housing provision.  As the site is being 
considered for residential led mixed use development it is unclear what portion of the site would include new 
homes and therefore this significant positive effect is uncertain. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any education facilities.  As such the new homes provided 
at this location would not provide residents with a good level of access to existing residential facilities.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the 
availability of school places. 
 
Information relating to the likely number of new homes which the site would provide for has not yet been 
supplied.  As such it is uncertain whether new primary provision onsite would result; the threshold for this 
provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of this residential led site option on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  As such the new homes 

provided at this location would not provide residents with a good level of access to existing healthcare facilities.  A 
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ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs.  A green link is located 
within 175m of the site to the west.  St Joseph and St Etheldreda churchyard and cemetery is located within 545m 
of the site also to the west.  The closest public sports ground to the site is located within 515m by Station Road 
and Market Street to the north west.  The closest PRoW is located within 370m of the site to the north east where 
it runs to Blithbury Road.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.   
 
This significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect however, given 
that part of the site contains an area of land which has been identified in the Green Space Network (2012).  This 
area makes up part of a private sports ground (a golf course), however as it is identified in the Green Space 
Network (2012), it is considered that this area plays some role in the provision of open spaces for leisure and 
recreational use for the general public.  As such the provision of residential led development at this location may 
result in the loss of open space for recreational or leisure use, dependent upon its design. 
 
It is unknown at this stage what portion of the mixed used development would include new homes.  Therefore it is 
uncertain if this site would allow for opportunities to incorporate areas of open space (sites which include over 100 
new homes are expected to provide increased opportunities for the incorporation of new open space). 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

++ The site is located at the eastern periphery of Rugeley and therefore a significant positive effect is likely on this SA 
objective as potential residents and users of the site will be within close proximity to a range of services and 
facilities. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

++?/- The site has been identified by the Council as being part of the Rugeley Power Station which has recently closed 
and previously accommodated approximately 150 employees.  As such providing mixed use development which 
includes residential development and other non-residential uses as well some employment provision at this 
location may result in the loss of some employment land in the District.  New employment development is 
however to be provided as part of the delivery of this site which is particularly large (55ha).  An overall mixed 
effect (significant positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The significant positive 
effect is uncertain however considering that this mixed use site would also allow for other types of development 
which might limit the amount of employment development which could be accommodated. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located within Rugeley but it is outside of the town centre which is to the west.  The development of 
the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in the town centre or 
encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  
Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
-? The site is located within 285m of the Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area which is to the south and west.  

The Draft Trent and Mersey Canal within Cannock Chase District Conservation Area Appraisal (2010) has 
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built and historic 
environment. 

highlighted that development outside of the Conservation Area but along the Canal frontage has a visual impact 
on its setting.  The site is however separated from this heritage asset by a sizeable area of existing employment 
uses.  As such there is reduced potential for adverse effects to occur on the identified Conservation Area.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore recorded for this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the 
design of any proposal which may come forward and considering that there is still some potential for impacts on 
non-designated heritage features and effects may extend beyond 500m in exceptional cases. 

C373/CE55: Land at Court Bank Farm, Cannock Wood (Mixed use - residential, employment and other non-residential uses) 
SA Objectives  SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  Courtbanks 
Covert, Redmoor Wood Site of Biological Importance (SBI) lies within the site and Gentleshaw Common SSSI lies 
approximately 80m east of the site.   Gentleshaw Grassland Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) lies approximately 210m 
east of the site and Redmoor Hill (west of) BAS lies approximately 235m south of the site.  A significant negative 
effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated 
sites cannot be determined until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning 
application stage.  
 
The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.4km to the north west of the site; therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development which may be provided as part of this 
development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the 
site.  This will be tested through the Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local 
Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are selected. 
 
Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-? The site is not located within and does not connect to a proposed or declared AQMA.  As such development at this 
location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a 
negligible effect is likely for air quality.  The site is also not located adjacent to a motorway or ‘A’ road and 
therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution impacting upon local amenity. This 
site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed.  This land has been classified as Grade 
4 quality by the Agricultural Land Classification so a minor negative effect is expected on soils.  The majority of 
the site lies within Source Protection Zone 3 so there is potential for detrimental impacts on local water quality 
and so a minor negative effect is identified.  This however is uncertain as the effects on water quality from 
development of this site depends on factors such as whether there is capacity at the local sewage treatment 
works to accommodate the new development, which is unknown at this stage.  
  
Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is large in size (30ha).  As such the 
development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings 
which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A significant negative effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of mixed use 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located entirely within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this site could have potential 
significant negative effects on the landscape.  Furthermore, the site is located within CF19 (Coalfield Farmlands) 
as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  CF19 has been identified as 
having a high level of sensitivity to development.  An overall significant negative effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective due to potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of this designated 
landscape.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might proceed 
at this location is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 This site is located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

0 There are 11 bus stops located within 350m of the site; six are located on Hayfield Hill, four on Cumberledge Hill 
and one on Ironstone Road and all stops are served every 60 minutes.  A cycle path does not pass the site and 
the site is not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering that a number of bus stops are in close 
proximity of the site but that services provided at these locations are relatively infrequent a negligible effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? This site is 37ha in size and is one of the larger sites considered for allocation for development which would 
contain a residential component by the Local Plan.  As such a significant positive effect is likely as sites which 
allow for 11 homes will make affordable housing provision.  This however is uncertain as the proportion of 
residential use and employment use is currently unknown. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 

-? There are no schools within 600m of the site.  So a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective, although 
this is uncertain. 
 
Information relating to the likely number of new homes which the site would provide for has not yet been 
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SA Objectives  SA Score Justification 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

supplied.  As such it is uncertain whether new primary provision onsite would result; the threshold for this 
provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- There are no hospitals or GP surgeries within 600m of the site so a minor negative effect is likely on this SA 
objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoW.  Directly adjacent to the 
north boundary lies Nun’s Well, an unrestricted area of semi natural open space, another unrestricted area of semi 
natural green space lies approximately 80m to the east of the site and approximately 25m to the west of the site 
lies an unrestricted green link.  A PRoW that is accessible from Hayfields Hill another lies directly adjacent to the 
site’ southern boundary.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.   
 
A minor negative effect is also expected on this SA objective as the site includes a PRoW which could be lost due 
to development.  This however, is uncertain as it cannot be known whether these features will be lost, retained or 
enhanced. 
 
Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant positive and minor negative) is identified on this SA objective. 
 
It is unknown at this stage what portion of the mixed used development would include new homes.  Therefore it is 
uncertain if this site would allow for opportunities to incorporate areas of open space (sites which include over 100 
new homes are expected to provide increased opportunities for the incorporation of new open space). 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

- The site is not located within or at the edge of any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local 
Plan (Part 1) through policy CP11.  There are 11 bus stops located within 350m of the site; six are located on 
Hayfield Hill, four on Cumberledge Hill and one on Ironstone Road and all stops are served every 60 minutes.  
These public transport nodes may provide residents and employees with access to services and facilities further 
afield.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 

++? This is a relatively large site (37ha).  As such its development for employment use as part of an overall mixed use 
is likely to result in provision of a high number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon what proportion of the site is 
included for the provision of new employment opportunities. 
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SA Objectives  SA Score Justification 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located within Cannock Wood and is not within one of three identified town centres in Cannock Chase.  
The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that 
area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 
viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

--? This site is not located within a historic environment character zone identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA 
(October 2009).  However, the Moated Site and Bloomery in Courtbanks Convent, a Scheduled Monument is the 
located within the site.  Given that this historic asset has an area of approximately 2ha, there is potential for this 
asset to be vulnerable to new development in terms of its significance and that of its setting. 
 
As such adverse impacts on local heritage assets are likely on this Scheduled Monument, a significant negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of any 
proposal which comes forward the future. 

C375/CE58: Land to the west of Beaudesert Golf Club, off Rugeley Road, Hednesford (Mixed use – residential and leisure use) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  Beaudesert 
Golf Course, Rawnsley Hills Site of Biological Importance lies directly adjacent to the site’s north east boundary.  
Furnace Coppice Biodiversity Alert Site lies approximately 350m north of the site.  Cannock Chase SAC and SSSI 
are approximately 555m north west of the site.  New residential development which may be provided as part of 
this development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at 
the site.  Furthermore the site is being promoted primarily as a golf course extension for leisure purposes, which 
is likely to exacerbate recreational pressure here.  This will be tested through the Habitats Regulations 
Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred options are selected. 
 
Overall a minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 
potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific development proposals are made 
which would occur at planning application stage. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-? The site is not located within and does not connect to a proposed or declared AQMA.  As such development at this 
location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a 
negligible effect is likely for air quality.  The site is located directly adjacent the A460 (Rugeley Road) and 
therefore development at this location is likely to result in noise pollution impacting upon local amenity.  This 
however is uncertain as there is potential for noise to be mitigated through careful design of the site. 
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This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed.  The Agricultural Land 
Classification has identified the land as being predominantly non-agricultural with a small pocket of urban land to 
the west of the site. A minor negative effect is likely on soils, although the site is primarily being promoted to 
include a golf course extension, which is therefore likely to change soil structure and content.   
The site lies entirely within Source Protection Zone 3 so there is potential for detrimental impacts on local water 
quality and so a minor negative effect is identified.  This however is uncertain as the effects on water quality from 
development of this site depends on factors such as whether there is capacity at the local sewage treatment 
works to accommodate the new development, which is unknown at this stage. 
 
Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is small in size (20ha).  Although the site is being promoted 
primarily for a golf course extension, a minor negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to re-use any 
materials that already exist on site.  

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of mixed 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all mixed use site options 
will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3.  Although the site is being promoted 

primarily for a golf course extension, a minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective as the 
development of a course is unlikely to reduce the risk of flooding.  

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is mostly located within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this site could have potential 
significant negative effects on the landscape.  The site is predominantly located within FH01 (Forest Heathlands) 
(a small portion of the site to the north is located within UR26 which is classified as urban) as identified in the 
Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a high level 
of sensitivity to development and as such, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
significant negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development, which is likely to include 
a golf course extension which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage.  
 
Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 This site is mainly located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
+ There are nine bus stops within 350m of the site. The five bus stops located on Rugeley Road are served every 30 
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use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

minutes whereas the two bus stops Bradbury Lane and two on Station Road are served every 15 minutes.  A 
cycle path passes approximately 120m east of the site.  There is no railway station within 1km of the site.  A 
minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as the site is being promoted as a golf course extension and the 
provision of sustainable transport could encourage users of the site to use sustainable modes of transport.  

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 50 homes and so a significant positive 
effect is likely as sites which allow for 11 homes will make affordable housing provision.  This however is uncertain 
as the proportion of residential use and employment use is currently unknown, particularly as a portion of the site 
is being promoted as a golf course extension. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no schools within 600m of the site.  As such new homes provided which might be provided as part of 
this mixed use development would not allow for a high level of access to education facilities in the District.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain 
 
This site is expected to provide 50 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school would be provided, as 
the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase and that the site is being promoted as a 
golf course extension.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces and PRoWs therefore a significant 
positive effect is considered likely.  Cannock Chase AONB which is classified as unrestricted semi natural open 
space lies directly adjacent to the site’s north and east boundaries.  Cotswold Road public sports ground lies 
within this designation and directly west of the site.  The Hednesford Hills unrestricted area of semi natural open 
space lies approximately 65m to the south of the site forms part of the Green Space Network (2012).  A PRoW lies 
within the site and extends to the east to Hazelslade.  In addition, the site is being promoted as a golf course 
extension which may thereby increase opportunities for recreational opportunities. 
 
A minor negative effect is also expected on this SA objective as the site includes a PRoW and a section of an 
unrestricted green link which could be lost due to development.  This however, is uncertain as it cannot be known 
whether these features will be lost, retained or enhanced.  Overall, a mixed significant positive and uncertain 
minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
++ The site is located at the northern periphery of Hednesford and therefore a significant positive effect is likely on 
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community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

this SA objective as potential residents and users of the site will be within close proximity to a range of services 
and facilities. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 This is a relatively large site (20ha).  However the site has been identified for residential uses as well as a golf 
course extension and as such is expected to provide for reduced employment opportunities when compared to 
sites which provide for employment use only.  The site is not currently in employment use and therefore its 
development for mixed use is not expected to result in the loss of employment opportunities in the District.  As 
such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located outside of the three town centre locations identified.  The development of the site would 
therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in the town centre or encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The majority of the site is not located within a historic environment character zone identified in the Cannock 
Chase District HEA (October 2009).  The nearest historic assets to the site are Hednesford War Memorial and 
Gates, a Grade II Listed Building is located approximately 760m south of the site and Anglesey Hotel, also a 
Grade II Listed Building approximately 1km south west of the site.  Adverse impacts on these heritage assets are 
likely to be reduced due to the large distances between the site and these historic assets so a negligible effect is 
likely on this SA objective.  This negligible effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of any proposal 
which comes forward the future. 

RE25/R128: Land at Coalpit Lane, Brereton, Rugeley (Mixed use - residential, employment and other non-residential uses) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Brereton Hayes Site of Biological Interest 
is located adjacent to the site to the south west.  Chetwynd's Coppice is located within 60m of the site to the east 
and has been identified as a Biodiversity Alert Site.  
 
As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 
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A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the west of the site, therefore a minor negative 
but uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development which might be provided as part of the 
mixed use within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
This will be tested through the Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan 
(Part 2), once the preferred options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected in terms of air quality.  The site is 
also not adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise 
pollution.  A minor negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on mostly greenfield land 
which is mainly classified as Grade 4 Agricultural Land.  The site does not lie within a Source Protection Zone and 
therefore development at this location is not expected to impact adversely upon local water quality.   
 
Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is small in size (10ha).  A minor negative effect is likely as there 
is little opportunity to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of mixed 
development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located partially within SH16 (Sandstone Hills and Heath) and partially within SF15 (Ancient Settled 
Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  SH16 has been 
identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development, while SF15 has been identified as having a 
moderate level of sensitivity to development.  The site is also located within 20m of the Cannock Chase AONB to 
the west, however.  An overall significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to 
potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of this designated landscape.  The 
negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might proceed at this location 
is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 

0 The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient 
use of land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
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waste generation. opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station.  A number of bus stops are located in close 
proximity (350m) to the site however.  The closest bus stop is located at Coalpit Lane to the north within 140m.  
Bus services are accessible once every 30 minutes at this bus stop.  As such a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 
 
The site is not located within close proximity of an existing cycle path. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? 
The site would provide a mix of uses at this location.  As such it would include an amount of housing which would 
help to contribute to local requirements.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
indicative capacity for residential use at this location is 113 dwellings however it is unclear what area other uses 
at this location would take up.  As such although it is expected that the site would contribute to affordable housing 
provision in the District (the threshold for requiring sites to include a level of affordable housing provision is 11 
homes) this is uncertain.  As such the significant positive effect expected on this SA objective is uncertain. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

+? The site is located within 540m of the Hob Hill Church of England Primary School which is to the north east.  
Redbrook Hayes Community Primary School is located within 575m of the site to the north.  As both education 
facilities which are located in close proximity of the site serve only younger pupils a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 
places. 
 

New developments which provide 700 homes or more in Cannock Chase are expected to result in new primary 
provision in the District however as the indicative capacity for residential use at this site is 113 dwellings it is 
unlikely that new school places would be supported as part of development of this site.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

+ 
The site is located within close proximity of one health facility; Brereton Surgery is located approximately 585m to 
the north of the site on Main Road.  There is no hospital within 600m of the site.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 

++?/-? The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of areas of open space and a number of PRoWs.  
The site is located adjacent to Etching Hill and the Heath semi-natural open space to the south.  A greenlink is 
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recreation located adjacent to the site to the north.  St Michael's Churchyard is located within 370m of the site to the north 

east and this area has been identified in the Green Space network (2012).  Amenity housing land is located to the 
north of the site within 480m at St Michael's Road.  PRoWs are located at the south western and north eastern 
corners of the site.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
 
The significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect, however.  A 
PRoW and green link land fall within the boundaries of the site and as such these uses may be lost as a result of 
mixed use development at this location dependent on the design of any scheme which might come forward. 
 
The number of new homes suggested for this site is 113 however it is unclear what area other uses at this 
location would take up.  Sites which include over 100 new homes are expected to provide increased opportunities 
for the incorporation of new open space and it may be possible that this type of provision is incorporated as part 
of the development of this site however this is uncertain. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the southern edge of Brereton (a Local Centre) and therefore an uncertain minor positive 
effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of 
services and facilities. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+? This is a relatively small site (10ha).  As such its development for employment use as part of an overall mixed use 
is likely to result in provision of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain given the portion of the site to be used for 
employment development is unknown at this stage. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Rugeley town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north of the site.   The development of the site would therefore not 
help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to visit and use town 
centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is located within 300m of Brereton Conservation Area which is to the north.  A substantial area of existing 
residential development at Coalpit Lane, Nursery Road and Swan Close screens the Conservation Area from the 
site.   
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
character zone RHECZ 8 - South of Brereton, which was scored as being of moderate value in terms of heritage 
assets.  Development is likely to have a moderate impact upon the historic environment, particularly upon the 
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legibility of the field systems. 
 
As such, development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

CE54/C119: Former Severn Trent Plc Land, Wedges Mills (Mixed use - residential, employment and other non-residential uses) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of one biodiversity or geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  The site is located within 290m of Stowe Pool and 
Walk Mill Clay Pit SSSI which is to the south east.   
 
As such, given the national biodiversity site which has been identified is located within 250m and1km of the site, a 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation 
may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 
include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 5.7km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north east, therefore a minor negative 
but uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development (as part of the mixed use provision) 
within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will 
be tested through the Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), 
once the preferred options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not located within and does not connect to a proposed or declared AQMA.  As such development at this 
location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  The 
site is also not located adjacent to a motorway or ‘A’ road and therefore development at this location is unlikely to 
result in noise pollution impacting upon local amenity. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed.  This land has been classified as 
urban land.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective due to the loss of greenfield land which 
might result as a result of development at this location. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (1.65ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
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developed land and 
buildings. 

buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites 
will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable transport 
use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA 
objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all mixed site options will have negligible effects on 
this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
--? The site is located on greenfield land.  Saredon Brook passes by the northern edge of the site.  The majority of 

this land is therefore located within flood zone 3, with some of the site towards the east located within flood zone 
2 and being at a reduced risk of flooding.  An uncertain significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF31 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

0 The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage new 
residents and employees to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  A total of four bus 
stops are located within 225m, 230m, 265m and 290m to the south west and north west respectively on 
Wolverhampton Road.  The bus stops identified are only served once every 130 minutes, however.  The site is not 
located within 1km of a railway station and a cycle path does not pass by the site.  As such considering that a 
number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services provided at these locations are relatively 
poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? 
The site would provide a mix of uses at this location.  As such it would include an amount of housing which would 
help to contribute to local requirements.  The number of new homes suggested for this site is 22 however it is 
unclear what area other uses at this location would take up.  As such although it is expected that the site would 
contribute to affordable housing provision in the District (the threshold for requiring sites to include a level of 
affordable housing provision is 11 homes) this is uncertain.  As such the significant positive effect expected on this 
SA objective is uncertain. 
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? 
The site would provide a mix of uses including new homes at this location.  The site is not located in close 
proximity of any existing education facilities which might otherwise have allowed new residents to have improved 
opportunities for educational attainment.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

New developments which provide 700 homes or more in Cannock Chase are expected to result in new primary 
provision in the District however as the suggested number of new homes for this site is 22 dwellings it is unlikely 
that new school places would be supported as part of development of this site.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site would provide a mix of uses including new homes at this location.  The site is not located in close 
proximity of any existing healthcare facilities which might have helped to improve public health in the area.  As 
such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by new residents and by 
employees during breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A semi-natural open space is 
located adjacent to the site; however this area has been identified as having restricted access.  The closest semi-
natural open space which has unrestricted access is located to the south east of the site within 285m.  Bridgtown 
Allotments are located to the north east of the site within 570m and provide limited access to open space.  The 
closest area of open space which has been identified in the Green Space Network (2012) is located to the north of 
the site within 200m by the A4601.  The closest PRoW to the site is located to the south within 215m where it 
runs to Wolverhampton Road.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
 
The number of new homes suggested for this site is 22 however it is unclear what area other uses at this location 
would take up.  Sites which include over 100 new homes are expected to provide increased opportunities for the 
incorporation of new open space and as such this type of provision is not expected to be incorporated as part of 
the development of this site. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the south western edge of Bridgtown which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This area 
may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for new residents and employees 
during break times and after working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

15) Help the continued 
+? This is a relatively small site (1.65ha).  As such its development for employment use as part of an overall mixed 

use is likely to result in provision of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor 
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regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain given the portion of the site to be 
used for employment development is unknown at this stage. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? This site is not located within a historic environment character zone identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA 
(October 2009).  However, the site is located within 430m of Grade II Listed Building Longford Lodge which is to 
the north west.  The site is screened from this heritage asset by trees to the east of the listed property as well as 
by the A5 road and the retail development which is already present adjacent to the site to the north west.  As 
such adverse impacts on local heritage assets are likely to be reduced and therefore a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of any proposal 
which comes forward the future. 

CE56/C326: Land south of Cannock Road, Norton Road and Wimblebury Road, Heath Hayes (Mixed use - residential, employment and 
other non-residential uses) 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Chasewater And The Southern 
Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is to the north east of the site within 15m.  Chasewater And The Southern 
Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located to the east of the site within 230m.   
 
As such, given the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are national 
designations, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 4.4km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development (as part of the mixed use provision) within 
15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be 
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tested through the Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), 
once the preferred options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-- The site’s northern boundary is located directly adjacent to the A5190 (Cannock Road) and the site’s western 
boundary lies directly adjacent to the B4154 (Hednesford Road).  Both these roads are located within the 
Proposed AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to 
the Five Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes.  As such development at this location 
may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, a significant negative effect 
is identified for air quality.  As the site is adjacent to the A5190 development at this location could result in noise 
pollution affecting new residents and users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through 
the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is partially classified as non-agricultural land (to the west) and 
partially classified as Grade 4 agricultural land (to the east).  The site is not located within a Source Protection 
Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (4.4ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites 
will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable transport 
use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA 
objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all mixed site options will have negligible effects on 
this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  An uncertain minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 

-? The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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place. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage new 
residents and employees to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  Two bus stops are 
located on the western edge of the site at Norton Road.  To the north west of the site within 80m two further bus 
stops are located at Hednesford Road.  Bus services at these bus stops are relatively regular; the most frequent 
of which provides a services every 30 minutes.  The site is not located within 1km of a railway station and a cycle 
path does not pass by the site.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? 
The site would provide a mix of uses at this location.  As such it would include an amount of housing which would 
help to contribute to local requirements.  The number of new homes suggested for this site is 100 however it is 
unclear what area other uses at this location would take up.  As such although it is expected that the site would 
contribute to affordable housing provision in the District (the threshold for requiring sites to include a level of 
affordable housing provision is 11 homes) this is uncertain.  As such the significant positive effect expected on this 
SA objective is uncertain. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? 
The site would provide a mix of uses including new homes at this location.  The site is not located in close 
proximity of any existing education facilities which might otherwise have allowed new residents to have improved 
opportunities for educational attainment.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

New developments which provide 700 homes or more in Cannock Chase are expected to result in new primary 
provision in the District however as the suggested number of new homes for this site is 100 dwellings it is unlikely 
that new school places would be supported as part of development of this site.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site would provide a mix of uses including new homes at this location.  The site is not located in close 
proximity of any existing healthcare facilities which might have helped to improve public health in the area.  As 
such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by new residents and 
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open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

employees during breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  A semi-natural open space with 
unrestricted access is located adjacent to the site to the north and west.  A further area of semi-natural open 
space is located adjacent to the site to the south however this area has been identified as having restricted 
access.  Heath Hayes Park is located adjacent to the site also to the north.  The closest public sports ground is 
located within 205m to the west.  The closest PRoW to the site is located to the south west within 50m and this 
route follows a green link along Stoke’s Lane.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  
An area of roadside open space is located within the boundaries of the site however these areas provided for very 
limited leisure and recreational uses and as such development at this location is not expected to have an adverse 
impact on access to open spaces in the District. 
 
The number of new homes suggested for this site is 100 however it is unclear what area other uses at this 
location would take up.  Sites which include over 100 new homes are expected to provide increased opportunities 
for the incorporation of new open space and it may be possible that this type of provision is incorporated as part 
of the development of this site however this is uncertain. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the south eastern edge of Heath Hayes which has been identified as a Local Centre.  This 
area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for new residents and 
employees during break times and after working hours.  As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+? This is a relatively small site (4.4ha).  As such its development for employment use as part of an overall mixed 
use is likely to result in provision of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain given the portion of the site to be 
used for employment development is unknown at this stage. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets. 
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
character zone CHECZ 12 - East of Heath Hayes, which was scored as being of low in terms of heritage assets.  
The historic landscape and heritage assets within this character zone have been assessed as being capable of 
accommodating medium to large scale development.  However, the surviving earthworks and the mineral railway 
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within this character zone may suffer adverse effects if this scale of development was to proceed. 
 
As such an overall negligible negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent 
upon the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

RE23: Former Brereton Colliery, Colliery Road, Rugeley (Mixed use – leisure use) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Brereton Hayes (north) Site of Biological 
Interest is located partially within the boundaries of the site.  The Slade Biodiversity Alert Site is located adjacent 
to the site to the west.  Brereton Spurs (Stile Cop) Site of Biological Interest is located within 115m to the east.  
The site is also located within 230m of Startley Lane, Brereton Hayes Site of Biological Interest which is to the 
south. 
 
As such, given the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local 
designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that 
appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 
if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 1.9km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the west, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new leisure development (to include 100 holiday lodges) within 15km of 
this SAC could most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through 
the Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not located within and is not linked directly to an AQMA and therefore development at this location is 
unlikely to significantly impact upon local air quality due to any resultant increase in vehicle traffic.  As the site is 
not adjacent to an ‘A’ road or motorway development at this location is unlikely to result in users of the site being 
adversely affected by noise pollution. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is mostly classified as non-agricultural land (it is recognised that a 
small part of the site to the north east is located on Grade 4 Agricultural Land).  As such the site is expected to 
have a minor negative effect in terms of land use in the District.  The site is not located within a Source Protection 
Zone and therefore is not expected to have an adverse effect on local water quality. 
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As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The site is located on mostly greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively large in size (38ha).  
As such the provision of new leisure development (to include 100 holiday lodges) which would be provided as part 
of the development on this site would result in a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A significant 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites 
will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable transport 
use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA 
objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all mixed site options will have negligible effects on 
this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
-? The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3.  Although the site would include an area of 

green space it would also include an element of leisure use which would increase the area of impermeable 
surfaces in the District.  An uncertain minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located within SH17 (Sandstone Hills and Heaths) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development.  
The site is also located within the boundaries of the Cannock Chase AONB.  As such a significant negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective given that new development at this location may have detrimental effects on this 
designated special landscape.  The expected significant negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design 
of this development is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 
opportunities to limit waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- Sites which are located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes may encourage users of the 
site to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  The site is however not located within 1km 
of train station or within 350m of a bus stop.  In addition an existing cycle path is not located in close proximity of 
the site.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
The site would provide a mix of uses at this location.  It is expected to provide leisure uses and green space.  As 
such it is not expected to provide new housing which might help to meet need in the District and a negligible 
effect is therefore recorded for this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 

0 
The site would provide a mix of uses at this location.  It is expected to provide leisure uses and green space.  As 
such the allocation of this site is not expected to affect the proximity of new housing in the District to existing 
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within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

education facilities.  The site would also not contribute to education provision in the District (sites which provide 
700 homes or more may make onsite primary provision) given that it would not include residential development.  
A negligible effect is therefore expected for this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the employment site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
The site would provide leisure uses at this location.  As such the allocation of this site is not expected to affect the 
proximity of new housing in the District to existing healthcare facilities.  A negligible effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by user of the site for 
leisure and recreation.  A semi-natural open space with unrestricted access is located adjacent to the site to the 
south at Cannock Chase AONB.  A further area of semi-natural open space is located to the site to the north within 
15m at its nearest point.  Heath Hayes Park is located adjacent to the site also to the north.  The Levels green link 
is adjacent to the site at its northern boundary.  PRoWs are accessible at Colliery Road at the northern edge of the 
site as well as at the sites southern boundary.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective.   
 
Although the site contains a number of PRoWs which might otherwise have been negatively impacted upon by this 
development, the site is being considered for leisure development including a green space.  As such it is expected 
that this type of development would successfully be able to incorporate existing PRoW without restricting access 
to these uses.  In addition the provision of green space at this location is likely to amplify the positive effect 
expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through 
policy CP11.  It is also not located in close proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to 
services and facilities further afield for users of the site.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 

0 This is a relatively large site (38ha).  However the site has been identified for leisure uses and as such is expected 
to provide for reduced employment opportunities when compared to sites which provide for employment use only. 
The site is not currently in employment use and therefore its development for mixed use is not expected to result 
in the loss of employment opportunities in the District.  As such a negligible number of new job opportunities may 
result locally form this development and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any identified heritage assets. 
 
The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the north western portion of the site as lying within 
historic environment character zone RHECZ 8 - South of Brereton, which was scored as being of moderate value in 
terms of heritage assets.  Development is likely to have a moderate impact upon the historic environment, 
particularly upon the legibility of the field systems. 
 
As such, development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

CE42: Former ATOS Origin Site, Walsall Road, Cannock (Mixed use - employment and other non-residential uses) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

0? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located is more than 1km from an internationally or nationally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites, and 
over 250m from a locally designated site.  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
negligible effect is uncertain given that the site may provide for green infrastructure which might allow for habitat 
connectivity in the District and also considering that non-designated sites which are of importance to local 
biodiversity may be affected by the development of the site. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

+/--? The site is located along the A34 and links directly to the AQMA which has been declared at the A5 to the south 
within 970m.  As such, development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of 
increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the A34, development at this location could result in noise 
pollution affecting new residents and users of the site.  It may be possible however, to mitigate effects through 
the design and layout of sites. 
 
This site is located on mostly brownfield land which has been cleared after development and could therefore have 
a minor positive effect on conserving soil.  The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 524  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
significant negative effect is uncertain dependent upon whether it is possible to mitigate the effect of noise 
pollution on local amenity. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+ The site is located on brownfield land which has previously been developed but now has been cleared.  It is 
relatively small in size (3.25ha).  As such, the redevelopment of the site would present increased potential for the 
re-use of materials and buildings which are already onsite.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for example 
whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites 
will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable transport 
use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA 
objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all mixed site options will have negligible effects on 
this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 (although a small portion of the site to the 

west is located within flood zone 2).  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

0? The site is located within UR28 which has been identified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

+? The site is located on mostly brownfield land which has been cleared after development and as such the 
development of this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of greenfield 
land.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain 
dependent upon whether waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 
buildings and materials. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage new 
residents and employees to make more regular use of non-car based modes of transport.  A total of five bus 
stops are located within 60m, 65m and 160m to the north west and within 200m and 205m to the south west of 
the site on Walsall Road.  These bus stops connect to a number of different services the most regular of which 
operators every 30 minutes.  A further bus stop is accessible within 250m of the site to the west by Harrison 
Road; however information about the frequency of bus services at this location is unavailable.  Cannock Train 
Station is located within 460m of the site to the north by Girton Road.  As such a significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 

0 
As the site is proposed to include uses other than residential it is not considered likely that it will affect housing 
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meets their needs. provision in Cannock Chase; therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
As the site is proposed to include uses other than residential and would not allow for new education facilities in 
Cannock Chase its location is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 
The effects of new mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the mixed site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
As the site is proposed to include uses other than residential and would not allow for new healthcare facilities in 
Cannock Chase its location is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by employees during 
breaks and outside of working hours as well as other users of the site for leisure and recreation.  Allotments are 
located to the west and north of the site within 60m and 180m respectively.  To the south west of the site within 
70m an area of open space has been identified in Green Space Network (2012).  This area contains a semi-natural 
open space, as well as amenity housing land and a playground.  The closest PRoW to the site is located to the 
north within 170m by Walsall Road.  Overall a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  An area 
of roadside open space is located within the boundaries of the site, however these areas provided for very limited 
leisure and recreational uses and as such development at this location is not expected to have an adverse impact 
on access to open spaces in the District. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the south eastern periphery of the Town Centre of Cannock.  This area is expected to 
provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities for new employees during break times 
and after working hours as well as other users of the site.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 

+? This is a relatively small site (3.25ha).  As such its development for employment use as part of an overall mixed 
use is likely to result in provision of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain given the portion of the site to be 
used for employment development is unknown at this stage. 
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and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

0? The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets. 
 
The site is not located within any of the historic environment character zones as identified in the Cannock Chase 
District HEA (October 2009).  The site is, however, located within HUCA 17 – East of Bridgtown as identified in the 
Cannock Historic Character Assessment (December 2009)88.  This area has been identified as being of low 
heritage value in terms of evidential value, historical value, aesthetical value and communal value.  It is 
dominated by a late 20th century character with moderate to low potential for below ground archaeological 
deposits. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a negligible effect on this SA objective.  This negligible 
effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

NE8/N57 Wyrley Grove, Lime Lane, Little Wyrley (Mixed use - residential, employment and other non-residential uses, including 
recreation/tourism) 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site 
contains part of the Cannock Extension Canal SSSI and SAC.  Wyrley Common Site of Biological Interest is located 
adjacent to the site to the east. 
 
As such, given that two of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are 
national or international designations, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 8.0km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is also identified because new residential development which might be provided as part of the 

                                                
88 Part of: Staffordshire County Council (2009) Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey 
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mixed use within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
This will be tested through the Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan 
(Part 2), once the preferred options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air quality.  As the site is not 
adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  The site is 
located mostly on greenfield land (however a small proportion is brownfield land consisting of hard standing and a 
number of smaller buildings are present) which is identified as non-agricultural land and as such development at 
this location would result in the use of land which has not previously been developed meaning a minor negative 
effect is expected in terms of protection of high value soils.  The site is not located within a Source Protection 
Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water quality 
 
Overall, a minor positive is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is mostly located on greenfield land (part of the site contains a hard standing and small number of 
buildings) which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (3.3ha).  As such the development of the 
site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings which might 
already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed use development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of mixed 
use development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on mostly greenfield land (part of the site contains a hard standing and small number of 

buildings) and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District.  The site 
is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 

0 The site is located on mostly greenfield land (part of the site contains a hard standing and small number of 
buildings) and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the 
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waste generation. redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective given that there are likely 

to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help to minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? 
The site would provide a mix of uses at this location.  As such it would include an amount of housing which would 
help to contribute to local requirements.  The number of new homes suggested for this site is 50 however it is 
unclear what area other uses at this location would take up.  As such although it is expected that the site would 
contribute to affordable housing provision in the District (the threshold for requiring sites to include a level of 
affordable housing provision is 11 homes) this is uncertain.  As such the significant positive effect expected on this 
SA objective is uncertain. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? 
The site would provide a mix of uses including new homes at this location.  The site is not located in close 
proximity of any existing education facilities which might otherwise have allowed new residents to have improved 
opportunities for educational attainment.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

New developments which provide 700 homes or more in Cannock Chase are expected to result in new primary 
provision in the District however as the suggested number of new homes for this site is 50 dwellings it is unlikely 
that new school places would be supported as part of development of this site.   

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new mixed use development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- 
The site would provide a mix of uses including new homes at this location.  The site is not located in close 
proximity of any existing healthcare facilities which might have helped to improve public health in the area.  As 
such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++/-? The site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by new residents and by 
employees during breaks and outside of working hours for leisure and recreation.  The closest open spaces to the 
site are a green link adjacent to the east and an area of semi-natural open space adjacent to the north west.  
Wyrley Common is another semi-natural open space and is located within 50m of the site to the east.  A number 
of PRoWs can be accessed to the north east of the site within 65m by Pelsall Road Bridge.  A significant positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open 
spaces and PRoWs. 
 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 529  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
This significant positive effect is likely to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect.  The site contains 
parts of a green link and a semi-natural green space as well as a PRoW.  As such dependent upon the design of 
the scheme and the nature of any recreation/ tourism facilities are provided for this site, the provision of mixed 
use development may impact upon access to open space for recreational and leisure uses in the District. 
 
The number of new homes suggested for this site is 50 however it is unclear what area other uses at this location 
would take up.  Sites which include over 100 new homes are expected to provide increased opportunities for the 
incorporation of new open space and as such this type of provision is not expected to be incorporated as part of 
the development of this site. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) 
through policy CP11.  The site is also not located within close proximity of any existing public transport nodes 
which might provide access to services or facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+? This is a relatively small site (3.3ha).  As such its development for employment use as part of an overall mixed 
use is likely to result in provision of a moderate number of new job opportunities locally and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain given the portion of the site to be 
used for employment development is unknown at this stage. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any designated heritage assets.  The Cannock Chase District HEA 
(October 2009) has identified the site as lying partially within historic environment character zone CHECZ 17 - 
South of Norton Canes.  This area has been assessed as having low/moderate heritage value, suggesting that 
development may have at least a marginal impact upon the historic environment.  Medium to large scale 
development within this area is expected to impact upon historic farmsteads, field boundaries, lanes and the line 
of the tramway in this area, in particular. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 
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NE11: Former Grove Colliery, Little Wyrley (Mixed use - recreation and tourism uses) 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.   
 
Cannock Extension Canal SSSI and SAC lie approximately 5m east of the site and Wyrley Common Site of 
Biological Interest is located approximately 35m east of the site.  
 
As such, given that two of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are 
national or international designations, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if this new development includes green infrastructure as part of its recreation and tourism 
uses.   

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

- The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air quality.  As the site is not 
adjacent to a motorway or an ‘A’ Road a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  The site is 
located on greenfield land which is mainly identified as non-agricultural land (a small area to the north of the site 
is assessed as grade 4 land) and as such development at this location would result in the use of land which has 
not previously been developed meaning a minor negative effect is expected in terms of land use.  The site is not 
located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse 
effect on local water quality 
 
Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is relatively small in size (8.1ha).  As 
such the development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new mixed use development on this SA objective will depend to some extent on its design, for 
example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of mixed 
use development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing site options will 
have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such its development would increase the area of impermeable 

surfaces in the District.  The site is located outside of flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
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quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is seen as a less efficient use of 
land in the District than the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective 
given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite which might help to 
minimise local waste production. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 
As the site is proposed to include uses other than residential it is not considered likely that it will affect housing 
provision in Cannock Chase; therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 
As the site is proposed to include uses other than residential and would not allow for new education facilities in 
Cannock Chase its location is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new mixed use development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will 
not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 
negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

0 
As the site is proposed to include uses other than residential and would not allow for new healthcare facilities in 
Cannock Chase its location is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation. 

++/-? As well as potentially providing recreation/tourism opportunities, as outlined in the Local Plan Part 1 (para 4.62), 
the site is located in close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be accessed by users of this site for 
leisure and recreation.  The closest open spaces to the site are a green link adjacent to the east and an area of 
semi-natural open space adjacent to the north west.  Wyrley Common is another semi-natural open space and is 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 532  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
located within 50m of the site to the east.  A number of PRoWs can be accessed to the north east of the site 
within 65m by Pelsall Road Bridge.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective given that the site 
would be likely to provide recreational space as well as being located in close proximity to a number of open 
spaces and PRoWs. 
 
This significant positive effect is likely to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect.  The site contains 
parts of a green link and a semi-natural green space as well as a PRoW.  As such dependent upon the design of 
the scheme and the nature of recreation/leisure/tourism facilities that are provided for this site, the provision of 
mixed use development may impact upon access to open space for recreational and leisure uses in the District.   

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) 
through policy CP11.  The site is also not located within close proximity of any existing public transport nodes 
which might provide access to services or facilities further afield.  A significant negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

+? This is a relatively small site (8.1ha).  The site has been identified for mixed use including recreation and tourism 
and as such is expected to provide for reduced employment opportunities when compared to sites which provide 
for employment use only. The site is not currently in employment use and therefore its development for mixed 
use is not expected to result in the loss of employment opportunities in the District.  As such an unknown (but 
likely moderate) number of new job opportunities may result locally form this development and therefore an 
uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  Cannock town centre is the 
closest of these areas but is located to the north west of the site.  The development of the site would therefore 
not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use 
town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity of any designated heritage assets.  The Cannock Chase District HEA 
(October 2009) has identified the site as lying partially within historic environment character zone CHECZ 17 - 
South of Norton Canes.  This area has been assessed as having low/moderate heritage value, suggesting that 
development may have at least a marginal impact upon the historic environment.  Medium to large scale 
development within this area is expected to impact upon historic farmsteads, field boundaries, lanes and the line 
of the tramway in this area, in particular. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 
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SA Matrices for the Gypsy and Traveller Site Options 
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GT1: Land at Albutts Road, Commonside, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Commonside Disused Railway Biodiversity 
Alert Site is located to the north of the site within 75m and a Biodiversity Alert Site to the south of the A5 is 
located to the south of the site within 460m.  As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 
development at this location are local designations, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
effect is uncertain given that there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 
include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 7.2km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north west, therefore a minor negative 
but uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because new gypsy and traveller sites within 15km of this 
SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

-? The site is located along the M6 Toll motorway which connects to the A5 which is located within 440m to the 
south.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street).  Furthermore Walsall AQMA lies 
approximately 35m to the south east of the site. Development at this location may therefore increase levels of air 
pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway 
development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible 
to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites and so an uncertainty is attached to this adverse effect. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is mostly classed as Grade 4 agricultural land (although it is 
recognised that a small portion of the site to the west is classed as Grade 3 agricultural land).  The site is not 
located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land.  This is a relatively small site; it is 1.7ha and is expected to provide for 4-13 
plots.  As such there would be fewer opportunities for development at this location to make use of existing 
materials or buildings which might already be onsite at brownfield sites.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on this SA objective will depend to some extent on their design, for 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 535  January 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Justification 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

example whether they incorporate renewable energy generation on site or include SuDS.  The location of Gypsy 
and Traveller sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all Gypsy and Traveller site 
options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zones 2 and 3.  As such a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The minor negative effect is 
uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site would not be as efficient a use of 
land in the District as the re-development of brownfield land.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on 
minimising waste generation. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  There are however, two bus stops located on Brownhills 
Road to the north east of the site within 340m, and 345m respectively.  The bus network on which these bus 
stops are located provides a service every thirty minutes.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ All of the Gypsy and Traveller site options are expected to have significant positive effects on this objective, due 
to the nature of the proposed development which would help to meet local Gypsy and Traveller accommodation 
needs.   

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity of the site.  As such a minor negative effect is 
likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools 
within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 
could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will not be 
influenced by the location of sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site).  
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Therefore, the effects of all of the Gypsy and Traveller site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity of a number of existing open spaces which may encourage more people 
to be active outdoors.  The eastern boundary of the site is adjacent to a green link with unrestricted access.  A 
semi-natural greenspace with limited access is located within 75m of the site to the north on the other side of the 
M6 Toll motorway.  An area of housing amenity land is located within 500m of the site to the north west.  A 
playground is located within this amenity space which is by Knights Court.  The closest private sports ground 
which provides limited access is located within 585m of the site to the south west by Lime Lane at Yates Sports 
and Social Club.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the southern periphery of the Norton Canes urban area which has been identified as a Local 
Centre.  This area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an 
uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 This site is currently located on greenfield land.  As such its development would not result in the loss of a current 
employment use and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ89 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common, which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 

                                                
89 Historic environment character zones (HECZ) within Cannock have been identified as CHECZ and those within Rugeley are called RCHECZ 
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legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development.     
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

GT2: Land to the rear of Woodlands Caravan Park, Lime Lane, Little Wyrley 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within relatively close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely 
impacted upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Cannock Extension Canal SAC 
and SSSI are located to the east of the site within 300m and Wyrley Hayes Wood Site of Biological Importance is 
located to the north west of the site within 320m.  As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which is 
located within 250m and 1km of the site is a national or international designation, a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that there may be opportunities to promote habitat 
connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 9.3km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north west therefore a minor negative 
but uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because new gypsy and traveller sites within 15km of this 
SAC could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

--? The site is not located within or directly connected to an AQMA.  It is also not adjacent to a motorway or ‘A’ road.  
As such development at this location is unlikely to have adverse impacts in terms of air quality or noise pollution. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is classed as Grade 3 agricultural land.  The site is, however, not 
located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  This significant negative effect is 
uncertain dependent upon whether or not the land which would be used for this development is of Grade 3a or 
Grade 3b. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 

- The site is located on greenfield land.  This is a relatively small site; it is 3.6ha and is expected to provide for 5-10 
pitches.  As such there would be fewer opportunities for development at this location to make use of existing 
materials or buildings which might already be onsite at brownfield sites.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
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buildings. expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on this SA objective will depend to some extent on their design, for 
example whether they incorporate renewable energy generation on site or include SuDS.  The location of Gypsy 
and Traveller sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all Gypsy and Traveller site 
options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zones 2 and 3.  As such a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site would not be as efficient a use of 
land in the District as the re-development of brownfield land.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ All of the Gypsy and Traveller site options are expected to have significant positive effects on this objective, due 
to the nature of the proposed development which would help to meet local Gypsy and Traveller accommodation 
needs.   

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity of the site.  As such a minor negative effect is 
likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools 
within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 

the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 
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of crime. could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will not be 

influenced by the location of sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site).  
Therefore, the effects of all of the Gypsy and Traveller site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within 300m of a green link to the west.  A PRoW is also accessible to the west within 525m 
and this route runs to the north towards Wyrley Lane.  As such residents at this location may be encouraged to 
make use of the identified open space and PRoW to partake of leisure and recreational activities.  A significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

-- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) 
through policy CP11.  The site is also not located in close proximity of any public transport nodes in the District.  A 
significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 This site is currently located on greenfield land.  As such its development would not result in the loss of a current 
employment use and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is located within 500m of Wyrley and Essington Canal Footbridge at Pelsall Junction which has been 
designated as a Grade II Listed Building to the south west.  Much of the site is screened to the west by an existing 
caravan park and to the south by tree cover.  As such the effects on the identified heritage asset are likely to be 
limited and a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon the 
design of the development which is unknown at this stage.   
 
The site is not located within a historic environment character zone as identified in the Cannock Chase District 
HEA (October 2009). 
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1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of one biodiversity or geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a 
result of development that might take place at this location.  Hawk's Green Nature Reserve (and dismantled 
railway) Site of Biological Importance is located to the north of the site within 20m.  As such, given that the 
biodiversity site which might be affected by development at this location is a local designation, a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 4.2km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because new gypsy and traveller sites within 15km of this SAC 
could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

--? The site’s north boundary is located directly adjacent to the A5190 (Cannock Road) and lies approximately 230m 
west to the Proposed AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury 
Road) leading to the Five Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes.  As such 
development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, 
so a minor negative effect is identified for air quality.  As the site is adjacent to the A5190 development at this 
location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects 
through the design and layout of sites and so an uncertainty is attached to this adverse effect. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land which is classed as Grade 3 agricultural land.  The site is, however, not 
located within a Source Protection Zone.  Due to the potential loss of Grade 3 agricultural land an overall 
significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land.  This is a relatively small site; it is 3.6ha and is expected to provide for 15-
30 pitches/4-13 plots.  As such there would be fewer opportunities for development at this location to make use of 
existing materials or buildings which might already be onsite at brownfield sites.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on this SA objective will depend to some extent on their design, for 
example whether they incorporate renewable energy generation on site or include SuDS.  The location of Gypsy 
and Traveller sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
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change. considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all Gypsy and Traveller site 

options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zones 2 and 3.  As such a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site would not be as efficient a use of 
land in the District as the re-development of brownfield land.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located within close proximity of a number of sustainable transport nodes which may encourage 
residents to make use of non-car based modes of transport.  Two bus stops are located at the northern boundary 
of the site on Lichfield Road.  Two further bus stops are located on Heath Way to the north east of the site within 
315m and 330m respectively.  These bus stops are however located on routes which only provide services every 
60 minutes.  Two further bus stops which provide access to services every 30 minutes are located within 350m of 
the site to the north on Hayes Way.  The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path.  As such a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ All of the Gypsy and Traveller site options are expected to have significant positive effects on this objective, due 
to the nature of the proposed development which would help to meet local Gypsy and Traveller accommodation 
needs.   

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity of the site.  As such a minor negative effect is 
likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools 
within the District to accommodate new pupils. 
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11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 
could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will not be 
influenced by the location of sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site).  
Therefore, the effects of all of the Gypsy and Traveller site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++/-? The site is located within close proximity of a number of open spaces which might be used by residents to partake 
of an increased number of leisure and recreational opportunities.  An area of land identified in the Green Space 
Network (2012) (containing Mill Green and Hawks Green LNR) is located to the north of the site within 15m.  A 
green link is located within 40m of the site to the north east.  The site also contains land which has been identified 
as being semi-natural greenspace, however.  Development at this location may therefore result in the loss of 
potential recreational and leisure uses dependent upon the design of any proposal which might come forward.  As 
such a mixed effect (significant positive /uncertain minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the southern periphery of Hawks Green District Centre.  As such this area may provide a 
good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 This site is currently located on greenfield land.  As such its development would not result in the loss of a current 
employment use and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is located on the south eastern edge of Cannock but not within its town centre.  The development of the 
site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in the town centre area or 
encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  
Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

--? The site is located within 40m of New Farm House which has been designated as a Grade II Listed Building to the 
north.  The site is only separated from this listed property by the A5190.  As such the development of this 
greenfield land has the potential to greatly affect the setting of this identified heritage asset.   
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The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic environment 
character zone CHECZ 15 - East of Cannock which was scored as being of low value in terms of heritage assets.  
This area has been identified as being not being particularly sensitive to development although development 
within the area should be planned to retain the historic lanes and the line of the railway within the landscape and 
account for potential for surviving archaeological features. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective particularly in relation to potential 
detrimental impacts on the significance of the setting of the Grade II Listed Building to the north.  The effect is 
uncertain dependent upon the design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

GT4: Turf Field, Watling Street/Walsall Road, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  School Lane Site of Biological Importance 
is located to the south of the site within 30m, Cannock Extension Canal SAC and SSSI are located within 200m of 
the site to the south east and School Lane Wood Biodiversity Alert Site is located to the south west of the site 
within 240m.  As such, given that two of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this 
location are national or international designations, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  
The effect is uncertain given that there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 
include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 7.1km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because new gypsy and traveller sites within 15km of this SAC 
could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

--? The site is located adjacent to both the M6 Toll motorway to the north and the A5 to the south.  AQMA No.2 has 
been declared along the A5 (Watling Street), directly to the south of the site and as such development at this 
location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is 
adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway and the A5 development at this location could result in noise pollution affecting 
users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites and so an 
uncertainty is attached to this adverse effect. 
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This site is located on greenfield land most of which is classed as Grade 3 agricultural land (although it is 
recognised that the northern portion of the site has been classed as non-agricultural land).  The site is, however, 
not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land.  This is a relatively small site; it is 2.11ha and is expected to provide for 15-
30 pitches/4-13 plots.  As such there would be fewer opportunities for development at this location to make use of 
existing materials or buildings which might already be onsite at brownfield sites.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on this SA objective will depend to some extent on their design, for 
example whether they incorporate renewable energy generation on site or include SuDS.  The location of Gypsy 
and Traveller sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all Gypsy and Traveller site 
options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zones 2 and 3.  As such a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site would not be as efficient a use of 
land in the District as the re-development of brownfield land.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ All of the Gypsy and Traveller site options are expected to have significant positive effects on this objective, due 
to the nature of the proposed development which would help to meet local Gypsy and Traveller accommodation 
needs.   
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity of the site.  As such a minor negative effect is 
likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools 
within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 
could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will not be 
influenced by the location of sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site).  
Therefore, the effects of all of the Gypsy and Traveller site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity of a number of existing open spaces which may encourage more people 
to be active outdoors.  A green link is located to the north east of the site within140m.  Further green link land is 
located within 190m of the site to the south east.  The closest private sports ground is within 190m to the south 
east of the site, however access to this area has been identified as being limited.  The semi-natural open space 
which is located to the north east of the site within 170m also provides only limited accessibility.  The PRoW to the 
site is accessible within 350m to the north by Walsall Road.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the south western periphery of the Norton Canes urban area which has been identified as a 
Local Centre.  This area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such 
an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 This site is currently located on greenfield land.  As such its development would not result in the loss of a current 
employment use and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
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improve their vitality and 
viability. 

visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 16 - South and West of Norton Canes.  This area has been identified as being 
of medium sensitivity to large scale development given that this type of development (particularly housing 
expansion and infrastructure for the District Council) is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic 
environment.  The known heritage assets within the area which may be adversely impacted upon by development 
include cropmarks of possible prehistoric/Roman date, medieval moats and a short section of the railway, all of 
which are of local/regional importance. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

GT5: Jubilee Field, Lime Lane/Watling Street, Norton Canes 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

--? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Cannock Extension Canal SAC and SSSI 
are adjacent to the site to the west.  School Lane (meadow east of) Site of Biological Importance is also located 
within 145m of the site to the west.  As such, given that two of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 
development at this location are national or international designations, a significant negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if 
new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 7.4km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because new gypsy and traveller sites within 15km of this SAC 
could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 

-? The site is located adjacent to the A5 to the north.  AQMA No.2 has been declared along the A5 (Watling Street) 
and the A5 also links the site to the Walsall AQMA.  Development at this location may therefore increase levels of 
air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic.  As the site is adjacent to A5 development at this 
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water, and soils.  location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site.  However, it may be possible to mitigate effects 

through the design and layout of sites and so an uncertainty is attached to this adverse effect. 
 
This site is located on greenfield land most of which is classed as Grade 4 agricultural land (although it is 
recognised that the northern portion of the site has been classed as Grade 3 agricultural land).  The site is, 
however, not located within a Source Protection Zone. 
 
As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- The site is located on greenfield land.  This is a relatively small site; it is 5.2ha and is expected to provide for 15-
30 pitches/4-13 plots.  As such there would be fewer opportunities for development at this location to make use of 
existing materials or buildings which might already be onsite at brownfield sites.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on this SA objective will depend to some extent on their design, for 
example whether they incorporate renewable energy generation on site or include SuDS.  The location of Gypsy 
and Traveller sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all Gypsy and Traveller site 
options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
- The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zones 2 and 3.  As such a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

-? The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment 
for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected minor negative 
effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
 
The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site would not be as efficient a use of 
land in the District as the re-development of brownfield land.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

- The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station and more than 350m from the nearest bus 
stop and does not have an existing cycle route passing through it.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
++ All of the Gypsy and Traveller site options are expected to have significant positive effects on this objective, due 
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live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

to the nature of the proposed development which would help to meet local Gypsy and Traveller accommodation 
needs.   

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity of the site.  As such a minor negative effect is 
likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools 
within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 
could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will not be 
influenced by the location of sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site).  
Therefore, the effects of all of the Gypsy and Traveller site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity of a number of existing open spaces which may encourage more people 
to be active outdoors.  The site is adjacent to a green link at its western boundary.  A private sports ground is 
located with 30m of site also to the west, however accessibility to this area has been identified as being limited.  
The closest area of semi-natural greenspace to the site is located to the south west within 155m.  A number of 
PRoWs are located to the south of the site by Pelsall Road Bridge within 210m.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

+? The site is located on the southern periphery of the Norton Canes urban area which has been identified as a Local 
Centre.  This area may provide a good level of access to nearby community services and facilities.  As such an 
uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 This site is currently located on greenfield land.  As such its development would not result in the loss of a current 
employment use and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 19 - Commonside and Wyrley Common which was scored as being of 
moderate to high value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of high to medium 
sensitivity to large scale development particularly in terms of the surviving historic field pattern, including the 
legible outline of the former Wyrley Common.  The site of Cathedral Pit, including the surviving colliery building 
and mineral railway, has also been identified as being sensitive to development. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 

GT6: Land at Cannock Wood Road, Rawnsley 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

-? Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or local designated conservation 
site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  The site is 
located within close proximity of a number of biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted 
upon as a result of development that might take place at this location.  Prospect Village Field Site of Biological 
Importance is adjacent to the site to the south.  Prospect Village (disused railway Newhayes Road-Rugeley Road) 
Site of Biological Importance is also located within 180m of the site to the south east.  As such, given that the 
biodiversity sites which might be affected by development at this location are local designations, a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that there may be opportunities to promote 
habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 
 
The site is located within 2.6km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the north, therefore a minor negative but 
uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because new gypsy and traveller sites within 15km of this SAC 
could be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  This will be tested through the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment work that is being carried out for the Local Plan (Part 2), once the preferred 
options are selected. 
 
Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
+ The site is located not located within or in close proximity to an AQMA.  As such development at this location is 
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protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

unlikely to impact upon local air quality.  The site is also not located adjacent to a motorway or ‘A’ road meaning 
development at this location is also unlikely to result in amenity issues in terms of excess noise levels impacting 
upon users of the site. 
 
This site is located on mostly brownfield land which contains a number of smaller buildings and hard standings.  
This land is classed as Grade 4 agricultural land.  The site is, however, not located within a Source Protection 
Zone. 
 
As such an overall minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.   

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+ The site is located on mostly brownfield land which currently contains a number of small buildings and hard 
standings.  This is a relatively small site; it is 0.41ha and is expected to provide for five pitches.  As such the use 
of this site for redevelopment may present an increased number of opportunities to re-use buildings and materials 
already present onsite.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on this SA objective will depend to some extent on their design, for 
example whether they incorporate renewable energy generation on site or include SuDS.  The location of Gypsy 
and Traveller sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 
sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are 
considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all Gypsy and Traveller site 
options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 The site is located outside of Flood one 2 and 3 and much of it is located on brownfield land.  As such the 

development of this site is not expected to contribute to local floor risk.  A negligible effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

--? The site is located within 395m of the Cannock Chase AONB to the north west.  As such development at this 
location has the potential to adversely impact upon this designated landscape and a significant negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific design of the 
development which Is unknown at this stage. 
 
In addition, the site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character 
Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 
development.   

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

+? The site is located on mostly brownfield land which contains a number of smaller buildings and hard standings and 
as such there may be opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and materials, reducing waste generation.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the 
exact nature of the materials currently onsite. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 

+ The site is located within close proximity of one sustainable transport node which may encourage residents to 
make use of non-car based modes of transport.  A bus stop is both located on Cannock Wood Road to the north 
west within 315m.  Several different services call to this bus stop the most regular being provided every 30 
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transport. minutes.  The site is not located within close proximity of any existing cycle paths.  As such a minor positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ All of the Gypsy and Traveller site options are expected to have significant positive effects on this objective, due 
to the nature of the proposed development which would help to meet local Gypsy and Traveller accommodation 
needs.   

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

-? There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity of the site.  As such a minor negative effect is 
likely on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools 
within the District to accommodate new pupils. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 
the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 
could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such issues will not be 
influenced by the location of sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site).  
Therefore, the effects of all of the Gypsy and Traveller site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

- The site is not located within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The site is located within close proximity of a number of existing open spaces which may encourage more people 
to be active outdoors.  The site is located within 115m of an area of land which has been identified in Green Space 
Network (2012) (this contains Rawnsley Greenlink) which is to the north west.  Prospect Village Local Park is 
located to the south east of the site within 245m by Cannock Wood Road.  Housing amenity space is located with 
385m of the site also to the north west.  The closest private sports ground is located within 365m of the site to 
the west, however access to this area has been identified as being limited.  The closest PRoW to the site is 
accessible to the south west within 320m.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

- The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) 
through policy CP11.  The site is however located within 320m of one bus stop to the north west on Cannock 
Wood Road.  These public transport nodes may allow for access to services and facilities further afield.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 

0 This site is located on mostly brownfield land which contains a number of smaller buildings and hard standings.  
The site does not contain a current employment use and as such its development would impact upon local 
employment opportunities.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford.  The development of the site 
would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage people to 
visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

-? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets.   
 
However, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 9 - Between Rawnsley and Wimblebury which was scored as being of 
moderate value in terms of heritage assets.  This area has been identified as being of moderate sensitivity to 
medium to large scale development in particular upon the surviving historic landscape character and the line of 
the railway.  Development provided at this location is to be considerate of these issues as well as potential for 
impacts upon the surviving historic farmstead in the area. 
 
As such development at this location is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective.  This 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development which is unknown at this stage. 
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C64: Land at Rawnsley Road, Hazel Slade 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

+? The site lies approximately 25m east of The Chasewater and Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI and the 
provision of green space is likely to include new habitats promoting habitat connectivity and biodiversity as well as 
contributing to the green infrastructure network.  This site however, is considered to be small (2.4 ha) and 
therefore minor positive effects are likely on this SA objective.   The extent of positive effects may vary depending 
on the type of provision and so an uncertainty is attached. 
 
The site lies approximately 1.6km south of the Cannock Chase SAC. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

0 The provision of green space is unlikely to result in minimising pollution and protecting and enhance air as it does 
not lie within or is directly connected via road to an AQMA.  The site lies on land classified as ‘urban’ and is 
therefore unlikely to contribute to preserving the land’s arable potential.  The site does not lie within a Source 
Protection Zone.  Overall a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 
buildings 

0 This site is located on greenfield land and so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

+ The location of Green Space Sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the site offers good 
opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these 
factors are considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  However green space 
provision helps reduce local temperatures.  As this factor only plays a small contribution in minimising the impact 
and contributing factors of climate change, a minor positive effect is identified on this SA objective. 
 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 Through the provision of green space permeable surfaces are retained, reducing the risk of surface water flooding.  

As this site is located outside of flood zones 3a and 3b and is relatively small (2.4ha), a negligible effect is likely 
on this SA objective.  

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

+ The site is likely to help enhance the character and appearance of the surrounding area, however as it is a 
relatively small site (2.4ha), a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 
 
 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 

0 This site is unlikely to contribute to minimising waste generation so a negligible effect is likely on this SA 
objective. 
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waste generation. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

0 The site is located within 350m of five bus stops including two that lie directly adjacent to the site’s south west 
boundary on Rawnsley Road.  These bus stops provide options for potential users of the green space to access it 
by public transport.  There are however no cycle paths that pass the site and the bus stops are served every 60 
minutes so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 The location of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is likely. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
expected. 

11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
identified. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

+ The provision of green space is likely to help contribute to improving public health and mental wellbeing and so a 
minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The provision of greenspace directly aligns with the aims of this SA objective as it will provide additional space for 
leisure and outdoor recreation in Cannock Chase.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 
objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
identified. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
expected. 
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adequate provision of new 
sites. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not currently located on existing employment land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

+? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets; Hednesford War Memorial 
and Gates, a Grade II Listed Building is located approximately 1.2km east of the site and is the closest designated 
historic asset.  In addition, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within 
historic environment character zone CHECZ 9 - Between Rawnsley and Wimblebury.  This area has been identified 
as being of moderate sensitivity to medium to large scale development in particular upon the surviving historic 
landscape character and the line of the railway.  Development provided at this location is to be considerate of 
these issues as well as potential for impacts upon the surviving historic farmstead in the area.  In terms of the 
Council’s work through the Cannock Chase District HEA the area in which the site falls was scored as being of 
moderate value in terms of heritage assets.   

As the site is likely to enhance the historic setting, primarily by preventing other developments, which could have 
negative effects from taking place in this character zone a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  As 
the specific design proposals are not yet known, an uncertainty is attached to this positive effect. 

CS1: Former Cannock Stadium, Pye Green Road, Chadsmoor 
SA Objectives SA Score Justification 

1) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity, fauna and flora 
and geodiversity. 

++? Pye Green Valley Site of Biological Interest lies approximately 335m north of the site.  Although this designation is 
located some distance away the provision of green space is likely to include new habitats promoting habitat 
connectivity and biodiversity as well as contributing to the green infrastructure network.  This site however, is 
considered to be large (10.4ha) and therefore minor positive effects are likely on this SA objective.   The extent of 
positive effects may vary depending on the type of provision and so an uncertainty is attached. 
 
The site lies approximately 1.6km south of the Cannock Chase SAC. 

2) Minimise pollution and 
protect and enhance air, 
water, and soils.  

0 The provision of green space is unlikely to result in minimising pollution and protecting and enhance air as it does 
not lie within or is directly connected via road to an AQMA.  The site lies on land classified as ‘urban’ and is 
therefore unlikely to contribute to preserving the land’s arable potential.  The site does not lie within a Source 
Protection Zone.  Overall a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land and 

0 This site is mainly located on greenfield land, however the south west corner of the site is classed as brownfield 
land as the former Cannock Stadium, which closed in 2008 and has been demolished, previously occupied this 
section of the site.  Overall,  a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective.   
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buildings 

4) Adapt to the impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, climate 
change. 

+ The location of Green Space Sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the site offers good 
opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however these 
factors are considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  However green space 
provision helps reduce local temperatures.  As this factor only plays a small contribution in minimising the impact 
and contributing factors of climate change, a minor positive effect is identified on this SA objective. 
 

5) Reduce the risk of flooding. 
0 Through the provision of green space permeable surfaces are retained, reducing the risk of surface water flooding.  

As this site is located outside of flood zones 3a and 3b and is relatively small (10.4ha), a negligible effect is likely 
on this SA objective.  

6) Protect, enhance and 
manage the character and 
quality of the landscape and 
townscape, maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and sense of 
place. 

++ The majority of the site lies within UR04 (Urban) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock 
Chase District.  The east section of the site is located within UR26 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 
Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate 
level of sensitivity to development.  The site however is likely to help enhance the character and appearance of 
the surrounding area and as it is a relatively large site (10.4ha), a significant positive effect is likely on this SA 
objective. 

 
Cannock Chase AONB lies approximately 400m west of the site. 

7) Make sustainable use of 
resources and minimise 
waste generation. 

0 This site is unlikely to contribute to minimising waste generation so a negligible effect is likely on this SA 
objective. 

8) Encourage and facilitate the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 

+ The site is located within 350m of twenty bus stops including two that lie directly adjacent to the site’s west 
boundary on Pye Green Road.  The seven bus stops on Pye Green Road are served every 15 minutes and the four 
bus stops situated on Huntington Terrace Road are served every 30 minutes.  These bus stops provide options for 
potential users of the green space to access it by public transport.  There are however no cycle paths that pass 
the site.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  

9) Ensure all people are able to 
live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 The location of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is likely. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and attainment 
within the District and 
ensure that educational 
facilities are provided where 
they are required. 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
expected. 
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11) Reduce crime and the fear 
of crime. 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
identified. 

12) Improve public health and 
ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. 

+ The provision of green space is likely to help contribute to improving public health and mental wellbeing and so a 
minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance and create 
open spaces for leisure and 
recreation 

++ The provision of greenspace directly aligns with the aims of this SA objective as it will provide additional space for 
leisure and outdoor recreation in Cannock Chase.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 
objective. 

14) Provide easy access to 
community services and 
facilities to meet people’s 
needs. 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
identified. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the local 
economy by protecting 
existing employment sites 
and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new 
sites. 

0 The provision of green space is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore a negligible effect is 
expected. 

16) Enhance the town centres in 
order to protect and 
improve their vitality and 
viability. 

0 The site is not currently located on existing employment land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and enhance the 
built and historic 
environment. 

+? The site is not located within close proximity (500m) of any designated heritage assets; Anglesey Hotel, a Grade 
II Listed Building is located approximately 1.2km east of the site and is the closest designated historic asset.  In 
addition, the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified the site as lying within historic 
environment character zone CHECZ 2 - Recreation Ground, West Chadsmoor.  This area has been identified as 
being of low sensitivity development in particular upon the surviving historic landscape character and the line of 
the railway.   

As the site is likely to enhance the historic setting, primarily by preventing other developments, which could have 
negative effects from taking place in this character zone a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  As 
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the specific design proposals are not yet known, an uncertainty is attached to this positive effect. 
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Issue H1: Which Sites should be considered for allocation for residential development in the Local Plan (Part 2) to meet current 
requirements? 

Option H1a: Assess all deliverable and developable SHLAA sites with the capacity for 10+ dwellings that do not benefit from planning consent for potential 
allocation.  Assess AONB, Restricted and Excluded sites as per the ‘Site Options Selection Methodology- Background Paper’ for potential allocation. 

Option H1b: Assess all deliverable and developable SHLAA sites with the capacity for 10+ dwellings that do not benefit from planning consent for potential 
allocation.  In addition, assess large sites which already benefit from planning permission/are in early stages of construction for potential allocation– the 
threshold is sites with a capacity of 30+ dwellings.  Assess AONB, Restricted and Excluded sites as per the ‘Site Options Selection Methodology- Background 
Paper’ for potential allocation. 

SA Objectives 
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Justification 

1. Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

-? -? The effects of the options on biodiversity will depend largely on the location of residential sites that are allocated.  
Those sites which are located in close proximity to identified local, national and/or international biodiversity 
designations are expected to have a negative effect in terms of potential disturbance, destruction, recreation 
pressures or other adverse impacts on important habitats in Cannock Chase.  The appraisal of site options 
undertaken separately has shown that a mostly negative effect on biodiversity is likely.  As such the overall effect 
expected for both options is expected to be minor negative.  The negative effect is uncertain given that new 
developments may be able to provide mitigation through site layout or appropriate design which has not been 
considered through the SA process given that it reflects the baseline situation assuming no mitigation. 

2. Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

? ? The effects of the options on air, water and soil quality will depend largely on the location of residential sites that are 
allocated.  This will particularly relate to potential impacts on air quality at AQMAs in and in close proximity to the 
District, on water quality within Source Protection Zones and on loss of high value soils (those which have been 
identified as being of Grade 3 in the Agricultural Land Classification).  The appraisal of site options undertaken 
separately has shown that a mix of effects in relation to these identified issues is likely.  As such the overall effect 
likely for both options is expected to be uncertain. 

3. Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-? -? The effects of the options on efficient use of land will depend largely on the location of residential sites that are 
allocated, in particular whether they are within brownfield or greenfield land.  However, both options provide for 
additional housing growth in the District, and even if brownfield sites are prioritised, they are all likely to result in 
the development of some greenfield land, and could therefore have negative effect on this SA objective.  A minor 
negative although uncertain effect is therefore likely. 
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Justification 

4. Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 The effects of housing growth on this SA objective will depend largely on the design of new development and the 
incorporation of features such as renewable energy generation and SuDS which is unknown at this stage. Negligible 
effects are therefore likely. 

5. Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

-? -? The effects of the options on flood risk will depend upon the location of residential sites that are allocated, 
particularly in relation to areas of high flood risk in Cannock Chase.  The use of greenfield land for new development 
will also contribute to overall flood risk in the District.  Both options would provide for additional housing growth in 
the District, and even if brownfield sites are prioritised, they are all likely to result in the development of some 
greenfield land, and could therefore have negative effect on this SA objective.  A minor negative although uncertain 
effect is therefore likely. 

6. Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

? ? The effects of the options on flood risk will depend upon the location of residential sites that are allocated, 
particularly in relation to areas of which have been identified as being sensitive to new development through the 
Landscape Character Assessment.  Those residential developments which would proceed at locations which are 
within or in close proximity to the Cannock Chase AONB also have potential to adversely impact upon landscape 
character in the District.  The appraisal of site options undertaken separately has shown that a mix of effects in 
relation to these identified issues is likely.  As such the overall effect likely for both options is expected to be 
uncertain. 

7. Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

? ? Levels of recycling would be influenced by consumer behaviour and the incorporation of sustainable waste 
management systems within new developments.  However, the provision of new development at brownfield sites 
may provide opportunities to re-use exist materials and buildings already onsite.  The appraisal of site options 
undertaken separately has shown that a mix of effects in relation to the re-use of brownfield land (and as such 
potentially encouraging of recycling in the District) is likely.  As such the overall effect likely for both options is 
expected to be uncertain. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 563  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 H

1
a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 H

1
b

 

Justification 

8. Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

? ? Neither of the options are expected to have a direct effect on sustainable transport – while housing growth may 
increase pressure on infrastructure (including roads) as a result of population growth, it is possible that such 
infrastructure would be provided at an appropriate level to support housing development.  Effects on access to 
transport will also depend on the location of sites that are allocated for housing development in relation to existing 
sustainable transport nodes.  The separate assessment of the sites considered for allocation has shown that a mix of 
effects is likely given that some sites would provide a high level of access to existing bus stops and railway stations 
while others are more isolated.  As such the overall effect likely for both options is expected to be uncertain. 

9. Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? ++ Should Option H1a be preferred then 77% of the Local Plan requirement would be completed and/or allocated.  The 
remainder of the supply would come from non-allocated sites with planning consent, although it is possible that this 
consent may not be taken forward for certain sites leaving a shortfall in housing requirement and therefore 
uncertainty that the required supply will be delivered.  Should Option H1b be preferred then 101% of the Local Plan 
requirement would be completed and/or allocated.  A significant positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely for 
option H1a and a significant positive effect is likely for option H1b. 

10. Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

? ? Neither of the options are expected to have a direct effect on access to educational facilities – while housing growth 
may increase pressure on infrastructure (including schools) as a result of population growth, it is possible that such 
infrastructure would be provided at an appropriate level to support housing development.  Effects on access to 
education will also depend on the location of sites that are allocated for housing development in relation to existing 
schools and colleges.  The separate assessment of the sites considered for allocation has shown that a mix of effects 
is likely given that some sites would provide a high level of access to existing education facilities while others are 
more isolated.  As such the overall effect expected for both options is expected to be uncertain.   

11. Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 The effects of new developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within new development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, such issues will be 
determined through the detailed proposals for individual sites. Therefore, the likely effects of both options are 
negligible. 
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Justification 

12. Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

? ? Neither of the options are expected to have a direct effect on access to healthcare facilities – while housing growth 
may increase pressure on infrastructure (including healthcare services) as a result of population growth, it is 
possible that such infrastructure would be provided at an appropriate level to support housing development.  Effects 
on access to public health facilities in Cannock Chase will also depend on the location of sites that are allocated for 
housing development in relation to existing healthcare centres such as GPs surgeries and hospitals.  The separate 
assessment of the sites considered for allocation has shown that a mix of effects is likely given that some sites 
would provide a high level of access to existing healthcare facilities while others are more isolated.  As such the 
overall effect likely for both options is expected to be uncertain.   

13. Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

? ? Both options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase.  Through the separate site appraisals of 
the residential options it is apparent that a mix of effects is likely.  Although most sites identified are located within 
close proximity of existing open spaces, some site options are located within the boundaries of existing open space 
designations and dependent upon the specific design of new development access to these facilities may be lost.  It 
has also been identified that some larger residential sites (those which would provide over 100 new homes) may 
incorporate new open space in line with the District’s Design SPD.  As such the overall effect likely for both options is 
expected to be uncertain. 

14. Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

? ? Both options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase.  Effects on access to community 
services and facilities in Cannock Chase will depend mostly on the location of sites that are allocated for housing 
development in relation to existing such services and facilities.  The separate assessment of the sites considered for 
allocation has used the hierarchy of centres established in policy CP11 of the Local Plan (Part 1) as a measure of the 
level of access residential site options would provide to services and facilities.  Those site options which are related 
most strongly to the town centres of Cannock, Hednesford or Rugeley are considered to provide the highest level of 
access to community services and facilities.  From this separate appraisal process it is apparent that a mix of effects 
is likely in terms of access to services and facilities given that some site options are well related to the identified 
centres of Cannock Chase and some are located at the more rural areas of the District.  As such the overall effect 
likely for both options is expected to be uncertain.   



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 565  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 H

1
a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 H

1
b

 

Justification 

15. Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

? ? Both options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase.  Provision of additional housing within 
the District will not have a direct effect on increasing the number and range of employment opportunities available 
for local people, but it is likely to affect the number of working age people within the District seeking employment.  
The development of new homes on sites which currently provide employment opportunities may however result 
access to jobs in Cannock Chase.  The separate appraisal of sites has identified that the majority of sites considered 
for allocation are not located on land which is currently in employment use and as such development at most 
locations would not adversely impact on employment opportunities in the District.  As such the overall effect likely 
for both options is expected to be uncertain considering the potential local increase in demand for employment 
opportunities dependent upon any rise in the number of residents of working age.   

16. Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Provision of additional housing within the District is unlikely to have a direct effect on this objective and none of the 
residential site options appraised separately are located within the identified town centre locations of Cannock 
Chase.  As such a negligible effect has been identified for both policy options. .  

17. Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

? ? Both options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase.  The effects of the options on historic 
environment will depend largely on the location of residential sites that are allocated in relation identified heritage 
assets.  The potential site options have been appraised separately and a mix of effects has been identified making 
use of Conservation Area Appraisals, information contained in the Staffordshire Historic Environment Record, the 
Historic Environment Assessment and the findings of the Cannock and Rugeley Extensive Urban Surveys where 
appropriate.  Negative effects have been identified where development could have potential adverse impacts on the 
significance of heritage assets or their settings and where the site would fall within an area which has been identified 
as being highly sensitive to new development.  Conversely positive effects have been identified where opportunities 
to enhance or improve the setting of heritage assets or the overall built environment exist.  As such the overall 
effect likely for both options is expected to be uncertain.   
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Issue H2: Should the Council adopt site specific standards to help guide the development of allocated sites? 

Option H2a: Rely on existing Local Plan (Part 1) policies and Design SPD guidance – no site specific policy standards/requirements.   

Option H2b: Create site specific policy standards/requirements where necessary. 
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 Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 requires new developments to successfully integrate with existing trees, hedges and landscape 
features of amenity value and employ measures to enhance biodiversity. A minor positive effect is therefore likely 
for option H2a.  

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on enhancing/protecting local biodiversity although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments minimises the potential for pollution to existing 
surrounding uses. A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on minimising pollution although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor 
positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0 Neither of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate change impact and 
maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction. A minor positive effect is 
therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b such as the incorporation of renewable energy systems 
could help to maximise the contribution that specific sites have on adapting to climate change, although the exact 
measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to mitigate climate change impact such as the development of 
SuDS. A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on adopting to climate change, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A 
minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments preserves and enhances the landscape, scenic 
beauty and character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its setting. A minor positive effect is therefore 
likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on protecting and enhancing the landscape, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 
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7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate change impact and 
maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction. A minor positive effect is 
therefore likely for option H2a. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have resource efficiency, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor positive 
uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and from its surroundings, 
contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with the safety of pedestrians, 
cyclists and other road users in mind. A minor positive effect is therefore likely for option H2a.  

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on facilitating the use of sustainable transport modes such as cycling and walking, although the exact 
measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ +?/-
? 

Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Well-designed new homes which are compliant with policy CP3 and Design SPD are likely to help meet the 
needs of those living within them, and a minor positive effect is likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b, such as the design of homes to meet the needs of the 
elderly, could help to maximise the contribution that specific sites have in terms of meeting people’s housing needs, 
although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  Introducing policy which requires that site 
specific standards are met could have a further benefit in terms of housing provision through the added certainty 
developers may have in relation to requirements which would need to be met for new developments to be deemed 
acceptable.  A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely.  However, creating overly onerous design 
requirements at specific sites could also render some sites less deliverable due to higher costs of implementing such 
measures, which could have a minor negative effect on this objective. An overall mixed effect is likely. 
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD.  As such it is unlikely to result in provision of new development to support education in Cannock Chase.  A 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on in terms of improved educational provisions in the District, although the exact measures to be 
employed are currently uncertain.  A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to ensure developments incorporate measures to design out crime and anti-social behaviour 
based upon Police guidance. A minor positive effect is likely.  

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have in terms of helping to reducing crime, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for physical activity and 
community interaction. A minor positive effect is therefore likely.  

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on encouraging physical activity, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and from its surroundings, 
contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with the safety of pedestrians, 
cyclists and other road users in mind. A minor positive effect is likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on protecting and enhancing open space, although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 
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14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for physical activity and 
community interaction. A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on linking with community services, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 Neither of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Neither of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+ +? Option H2a would require the design of new residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and Design 
SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to conserve and enhance the local historic environment including reuse of buildings and 
sympathetic repair, using the historic environment as a stimulus to high quality design and enhancing local character 
and distinctiveness. A minor positive effect is therefore likely for option H2a.  

Creating site specific design requirements under option H2b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have protecting and enhancing the historic environment, although the exact measures to be employed 
are currently uncertain. A minor positive uncertain effect is therefore likely. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 571  January 2017 

  



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 572  January 2017 

Issue H3: How can the Council support the development of small and windfall sites further? 

Option H3a: Rely on existing policies within LPP1 to support small scale and self-build developments within the District – do not develop further policies. 

Option H3b: Develop specific policy within LPP2 to outline positive approach to small scale developments referencing the ways in which the Council will help 
to support such schemes- may include outlining the use of a Brownfield Register, a Small Sites Register and the Council’s approach to resolving any issues 
with such sites in proportionate manner.  Include positive policy support for Self Build projects with commitment to monitoring future levels of demand and 
suggested mechanisms for responding to increased demand.  
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1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 +? Option H3a would not have a direct effect on this objective. 

Option H3b would comprise of developing specific policy within LPP2 to outline the positive approach to small scale 
developments referencing the ways in which the Council will help to support such schemes, including outlining the 
use of a Brownfield Register. The use of a Brownfield Register may help to encourage the development of such sites 
for small and windfall development and a minor positive although uncertain effect is given. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

- + Option H3a would rely on existing policies within LPP1 to support small scale and self-build developments within the 
District.  Policies CP1, CP6 and CP8 all outline a positive approach to residential development proposals generally, 
including unexpected ‘windfall’ sites.  However, there is no specific reference to small scale sites.  The adoption of 
this policy could therefore create uncertainty as to the council’s position on small scale residential sites which could 
deter proposals for new small scale sites coming forward.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

Option H3b would develop specific policy within LPP2 to outline a positive approach to small scale developments 
referencing the ways in which the Council will help to support such schemes.  This would help to address the current 
shortcomings of the LPP1 and would encourage smaller residential developments through strong policy support.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore likely.  

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 575  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 H

3
a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 H

3
b

 Justification 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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Issue H4: To what extent should the District cater for longer term needs and how can the need be best met? 

Option H4a: Plan to identify safeguarded land from the Green Belt for up to 5% of the District’s current development needs (circa 265 dwellings) for 
beyond the plan period.  This would mean a total of over 15% additional housing supply against current requirements (combined with the 11% already 
identified as outlined above).  Assess the suitability of the selected ‘Green Belt’ sites and existing safeguarded land to meet this need – see ‘Site Options 
Selection Methodology- Background Paper’, schedule of sites and consultation map for further information.   

Option H4b: Consider only the capacity of existing safeguarded land in the first instance to meet longer term needs, namely via a review of the current 
boundary to land east of Wimblebury Road.  This may result in a reduction in the amount of safeguarded land; could help meet the 5% additional supply 
identified above; or could provide a capacity over and above 5%.  Should the assessment result in no safeguarded land remaining, revert to Option H4a.   
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1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

--? +?/-
? 

Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs for the future.  This option could have adverse effects on this objective through direct habitat 
loss/species fragmentation particularly given that some sensitive habitats may be found in the countryside within the 
Green Belt. It is noted though that the suitability of such sites would be assessed in the first instance.  Ultimately 
the impact on biodiversity will be dependent upon the specific sites which would selected in line with this policy 
however it is noted that a number of the site options which have been appraised within the Green Belt have 
demonstrated a significant negative effect in terms of local biodiversity.  A significant negative uncertain effect is 
therefore likely. 

Option H4b would confine any loss of Green Belt land to the area identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road and 
may even result in some of the land being returned to the Green Belt and so is likely to have a minor positive 
uncertain effect on protecting and enhancing biodiversity.  This minor uncertain effect is likely to be combined with a 
minor negative effect given that sites C84 and C279 would be mostly included within this area.  Negative effects 
have been identified for both of these site options with regards biodiversity (particularly in relation to potential 
impacts on Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI) and as such an overall mixed effect is 
identified on this SA objective. 
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2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

? ? Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs for the future.  This option could have adverse effects on this objective in terms of air quality, 
water quality and loss of high value soils the effect will depend largely on the location of sites which would be 
safeguarded however.  This will particularly relate to potential impacts on air quality at AQMAs in and in close 
proximity to the District, on water quality within Source Protection Zones and on loss of high value soils (those 
which have been identified as being of Grade 3 in the Agricultural Land Classification).  The appraisal of site options 
undertaken separately has shown that a wide range of effects in relation to these identified issues is likely.  As such 
the overall effect likely for Option H4a is uncertain. 

The effect of Option H4b is also expected to be uncertain given that may result in loss of Green Belt land at the area 
identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road but may also result in some of the land being returned to the Green 
Belt.  As such it is uncertain which land is likely to be safeguarded or if land would be further protected through the 
Green Belt designation.   

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- +?/-
? 

Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs.  This is more likely to involve the use of greenfield sites and would result in a significant 
negative effect. 

Option H4b would confine any loss of Green Belt land to the area identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road.  
Although this option may return some land to the Green Belt it may also result in land at site C279 being released 
for development.  Given that this site consists of greenfield land the provision of new development at this location is 
seen as being less efficient than the development of brownfield land.  As such an overall uncertain mixed effect 
(minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

-? +?/-
? 

Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs.  This would result in the loss of permeable land to development which could result in increased 
flooding in the District.  A minor negative uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

Option H4b would confine any loss of Green Belt land to the area identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road.  
Although this option may return some land to the Green Belt it may also result in land at site C279 being released 
for development.  Given that this site consists of greenfield land the provision of new development at this location 
would increase the area of impermeable surfaces in Cannock which would be to the detriment of local flood risk.  As 
such an overall uncertain mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

-? +?/-
? 

Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being lost to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs.  This could result in there being more development in the countryside and possibly sensitive 
landscapes which could have a minor negative effect on this objective.  This is uncertain, however, given that the 
suitability of such sites would be assessed in the first instance.  

Option H4b would confine any loss of Green Belt land to the area identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road.  
Although this option may return some land to the Green Belt it may also result in land at site C279 being released 
for development.  Given that this site consists of greenfield land the provision of new development at this location 
may have a detrimental impact in terms of the open character of the countryside in Cannock Chase.  The site has 
been identified as being within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) and is expected to have a moderate level of 
sensitivity to development in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  Any negative effect 
is therefore not expected to be significant.  As such an overall uncertain mixed effect (minor positive/minor 
negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 As both options would likely result in the safeguarding of greenfield land within the Green Belt they are unlikely to 
present increased opprtunties for the re-use of materials and buildings already onsite in the future.  A negligible 
effect is therefore expected for both options. 
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8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

? ? Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs for the future.  This option will be affected by the safeguarding of specific sites in relation to 
their access to sustainable transport links.  The appraisal of site options undertaken separately has shown that a 
wide range of effects in relation to this level of access is likely.  As such the overall effect likely for Option H4a is 
uncertain. 

The effect of Option H4b is also expected to be uncertain given that may result in loss of Green Belt land at the area 
identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road for safeguarding for future development but may also result in some 
of the land being returned to the Green Belt.  As such it is uncertain which land is likely to be safeguarded or if land 
would be further protected through the Green Belt designation.   

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+? +? Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being used to safeguard to 5% of the District’s development 
needs.  This would result in there being secure land available for future housing development beyond the plan 
period.  This is uncertain, however, given that the suitability of such sites would be assessed in the first instance. A 
minor positive uncertain effect is likely. 

Option H4b would confine any loss of Green Belt land to the area identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road as 
part of the review of the boundary here to meet longer term housing needs.  Although this may result in a reduction 
in the amount of safeguarded land, reducing capacity overall or could help meet the 5% additional supply or provide 
a capacity over and above 5% if no safeguarding land was to remain the approach of Option H4a would be adopted.  
As such the policy should help to deliver land to help meet the future housing requirements of the District without 
having a significant adverse impact on the safeguarding of land required for development beyond this period.  Given 
that the suitability of sites would be required to be assessed the minor positive effect expected on this SA objective 
is uncertain.   
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

? ? Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs for the future.  This option will be affected by the safeguarding of specific sites in relation to 
their access to existing education facilities.  The appraisal of site options undertaken separately has shown that a 
wide range of effects in relation to this level of access is likely.  As such the overall effect likely for Option H4a is 
uncertain. 

The effect of Option H4b is also expected to be uncertain given that may result in loss of Green Belt land at the area 
identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road for safeguarding for future development but may also result in some 
of the land being returned to the Green Belt.  As such it is uncertain which land is likely to be safeguarded or if land 
would be further protected through the Green Belt designation.   

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

? ? Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs for the future.  This option will be affected by the safeguarding of specific sites in relation to 
their access to existing healthcare facilities.  The appraisal of site options undertaken separately has shown that a 
wide range of effects in relation to this level of access is likely.  As such the overall effect likely for Option H4a is 
uncertain. 

The effect of Option H4b is also expected to be uncertain given that may result in loss of Green Belt land at the area 
identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road for safeguarding for future development but may also result in some 
of the land being returned to the Green Belt.  As such it is uncertain which land is likely to be safeguarded or if land 
would be further protected through the Green Belt designation.   
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13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

-? +?/-
? 

Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being lost to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs.  This could potentially result in the loss of valuable open space which is important for leisure 
and recreation.  This is uncertain, however, given that the suitability of such sites would be assessed in the first 
instance.  

Option H4b confine any loss of Green Belt land to the area identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road.  Although 
this option may return some land to the Green Belt it may also result in land at site C279 being released for 
development.  Given that this site consists of greenfield land the provision of new development at this location may 
have a detrimental impact in terms access to open space in Cannock Chase.  This negative effect is of particular 
relevance when considering that the site contains two areas of identified semi-natural open space as well as a 
number of PRoWs access to which might be lost dependent upon the design of any development which might 
proceed in the future.  As such an overall uncertain mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this 
SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

? ? Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs for the future.  This option will be affected by the safeguarding of specific sites in relation to 
their access to community services and facilities within the centres of the District identified in Policy CP11 of the 
Local Plan (Part 1).  The appraisal of site options undertaken separately has shown that a wide range of effects in 
relation to this level of access is likely.  As such the overall effect likely for Option H4a is uncertain. 

The effect of Option H4b is also expected to be uncertain given that may result in loss of Green Belt land at the area 
identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road for safeguarding for future development but may also result in some 
of the land being returned to the Green Belt.  As such it is uncertain which land is likely to be safeguarded or if land 
would be further protected through the Green Belt designation.   
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15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 As both Option H4a and H4b relate to the safeguarding of land to meet the longer term housing needs of the 
Disitrict neither option is expected to affect this SA objective and a negligible effect has been recorded. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 As both Option H4a and H4b relate to the safeguarding of land to meet the longer term housing needs of the 
Disitrict and none of the sites considered are locsated at town centre locations neither option is expected to affect 
this SA objective and a negligible effect has been recorded. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

? ? Option H4a would result in areas of Green Belt land being removed to accommodate for up to 5% of the District’s 
development needs for the future.  This option will be affected by the safeguarding of specific sites in relation to 
their potential impact upon the significance of heritage assets in the District and that of their setting.  The appraisal 
of site options undertaken separately has shown that a wide range of effects in relation to this level of access is 
likely.  As such the overall effect likely for Option H4a is uncertain. 

The effect of Option H4b is also expected to be uncertain given that may result in loss of Green Belt land at the area 
identified at the land east of Wimblebury Road for safeguarding for future development but may also result in some 
of the land being returned to the Green Belt.  As such it is uncertain which land is likely to be safeguarded or if land 
would be further protected through the Green Belt designation.   
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Issue H5: How should the plan take account of the housing supply shortfall arising within the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area? 

Option H5a: Test the potential for accommodating an additional 1,000 dwellings within the District via LPP2 to help meet the GBHMA housing supply 
shortfall.    

Option H5b: Do not test the potential for accommodating an additional 1,000 dwellings via LPP2.  Instead, commit to considering this level of additional 
provision via early Local Plan review.  

Option H5c: Consider a combination of the above options which provides for some of the additional dwellings and commits to considering further provision 
via a Local Plan review.   
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1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

? ? ? The effects of the options on biodiversity will depend largely on the location of residential sites identified to 
accommodate the housing supply shortfall arising within the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area.  The 
appraisal of site options undertaken separately has shown that a mix of effects on biodiversity is likely.  As 
such the overall effect expected all three Policy Options is expected to be uncertain. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

? ? ? The effects of the options on biodiversity will depend largely on the location of residential sites identified to 
accommodate the housing supply shortfall arising within the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area.  This 
will particularly relate to potential impacts on air quality at AQMAs in and in close proximity to the District, on 
water quality within Source Protection Zones and on loss of high value soils (those which have been identified 
as being of Grade 3 in the Agricultural Land Classification).  The appraisal of site options undertaken 
separately has shown that a mix of effects in relation to these identified issues is likely.  As such the overall 
effect expected for all three Policy Options is expected to be uncertain. 

3) Ensure 
development 
makes efficient use 
of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-? -? -? The effects of the options on biodiversity will depend largely on the location of residential sites identified to 
accommodate the housing supply shortfall arising within the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area.  
However, all three Policy Options will provide for additional housing growth in the District, and even if 
brownfield sites are prioritised, they are all likely to result in the development of some greenfield land which 
has limited potential for the reuse of materials, and could therefore have negative effect on this SA objective.  
A minor negative although uncertain effect is therefore likely. 
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4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 0 The effects of housing growth on this SA objective will depend largely on the design of new development and 
the incorporation of features such as renewable energy generation and SuDS which is unknown at this stage. 
Negligible effects are therefore likely for all three Policy Options. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

-? -? -? The effects of the options on flood risk will depend upon the location of residential sites that are allocated to 
realise the housing supply shortfall arising from the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area, particularly in 
relation to areas of high flood risk in Cannock Chase.  The use of greenfield land for new development will 
also contribute to overall flood risk in the District through increasing impermeable surfaces.  All three Policy 
Options would provide for additional housing growth in the District, and even if brownfield sites are 
prioritised, they are all likely to result in the development of some greenfield land, and could therefore have 
negative effect on this SA objective.  A minor negative although uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

? ? ? The effects of the options on flood risk will depend upon the location of residential sites that are allocated to 
realise the housing supply shortfall arising from the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area, particularly in 
relation to areas of which have been identified as being sensitive to new development through the Landscape 
Character Assessment.  Those residential developments which would proceed at locations which are within or 
in close proximity to the Cannock Chase AONB also have to adversely impact upon landscape character in the 
District.  The appraisal of site options undertaken separately has shown that a mix of effects in relation to 
these identified issues is likely.  As such the overall effect expected for the three Policy Options is expected to 
be uncertain. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

? ? ? Levels of recycling would be influenced by consumer behaviour and the incorporation of sustainable waste 
management systems within new developments.  However, the provision of new development at brownfield 
sites may provide opportunities to re-use exist materials and buildings already onsite.  The appraisal of site 
options undertaken separately has shown that a mix of effects in relation to the re-use of brownfield land 
(and as such potentially encouraging of recycling in the District) is likely.  As such the overall effect expected 
for the three Policy Options is expected to be uncertain. 
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8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

? ? ? None of the Policy Options are expected to have a direct effect on sustainable transport – while housing 
growth may increase pressure on infrastructure (including roads) as a result of population growth, it is 
possible that such infrastructure would be provided at an appropriate level to support housing development.  
Effects on access to transport will also depend on the location of sites that are allocated for housing 
development in relation to existing sustainable transport nodes.  The separate assessment of the sites 
considered for allocation has shown that a mix of effects is likely given that some sites would provide a high 
level of access to existing bus stops and railway stations while others are more isolated.  As such the overall 
effect expected for all three Policy Options is expected to be uncertain. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

- + +/- Option H5a would be to test the potential for accommodating an additional 1,000 dwellings within the District 
via LPP2 to help meet the GBHMA housing supply shortfall.  However, this approach would place additional 
pressure on housing supply for the District’s own current/longer term needs and a minor negative effect is 
likely. 

Option H5b would be to not take forward the testing of an additional 1,000 dwellings via LPP2 but instead to 
commit to considering this via an early Local Plan review, following on from the adoption of LPP2.  This would 
provide some alignment with neighbouring authorities who have also committed to considering addressing 
the shortfall via their Local Plan reviews and would help the District focus on delivering its own housing 
needs.  A minor positive effect is likely. 

Option H5c considers a combination of options i.e. a certain percentage of the current potential flexibility in 
supply could be apportioned to meeting the GBHMA shortfall with a commitment to considering further 
dwellings as part of a Local Plan review.  This would enable the Council to accommodate some growth within 
the confines of the existing spatial strategy leaving the Council with some flexibility for its own needs, but 
could reduce the amount of supply to meet the District’s own needs.  A mixed effect is therefore likely for this 
option.  
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

? ? ? None of the three Policy Options are expected to have a direct effect on access to educational facilities – 
while housing growth may increase pressure on infrastructure (including schools) as a result of population 
growth, it is possible that such infrastructure would be provided at an appropriate level to support housing 
development.  Effects on access to education will also depend on the location of sites that are allocated for 
housing development in relation to existing schools and colleges.  The separate assessment of the sites 
considered for allocation has shown that a mix of effects is likely given that some sites would provide a high 
level of access to existing education facilities while others are more isolated.  As such the overall effect 
expected for both options is expected to be uncertain.  As such the overall effect expected for both options is 
expected to be uncertain. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 0 The effects of new developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 
incorporation of green space within new development sites which, depending on design and the use of 
appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, 
such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals for individual sites. Therefore, the likely effects 
of all three Policy Options are negligible. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

? ? ? Neither of three Policy Options are expected to have a direct effect on access to healthcare facilities – while 
housing growth may increase pressure on infrastructure (including healthcare services) as a result of 
population growth, it is possible that such infrastructure would be provided at an appropriate level to support 
housing development.  Effects on access to public health in Cannock Chase will also depend on the location of 
sites that are allocated for housing development in relation to existing healthcare centres such as GPs 
surgeries and hospitals.  The separate assessment of the sites considered for allocation has shown that a mix 
of effects is likely given that some sites would provide a high level of access to existing healthcare facilities 
while others are more isolated.  As such the overall effect expected for both options is expected to be 
uncertain.   
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13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

? ? ? The three Policy Options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase to realise the housing 
supply shortage arising from the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area.  Through the separate site 
appraisals of the residential options it is apparent that a mix of effects is likely.  Although most sites identified 
are located within close proximity of existing open spaces, some site options are located within the 
boundaries of existing open space designations and dependent upon the specific design of new development 
access to these facilities may be lost.  It has also been identified that some larger residential sites (those 
which would provide over 100 new homes) may incorporate new open space in line with the District’s Design 
SPD.  As such the overall effect likely for the three Policy Options is expected to be uncertain. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

? ? ? All three Policy Options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase to realise the housing 
supply shortage arising from the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area.  Effects on access to community 
services and facilities in Cannock Chase will depend mostly on the location of sites that are allocated for 
housing development in relation to existing such services and facilities.  The separate assessment of the sites 
considered for allocation has used the hierarchy of centres established in policy CP11 of the Local Plan (Part 
1) as a measure of the level of access residential site options would provide to services and facilities.  Those 
site options which are related most strongly to the town centres of Cannock, Hednesford or Rugeley are 
considered to provide the highest level of access to community services and facilities. From this separate 
appraisal process it is apparent that a mix of effects is likely in terms of access to services and facilities given 
that some site options are well related to the identified centres of Cannock Chase and some are located at the 
more rural areas of the District.  As such the overall effect likely for both options is expected to be uncertain.   

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

? ? ? All three Policy Options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase to realise the housing 
supply shortage arising from the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area.  Provision of additional housing 
within the District will not have a direct effect on increasing the number and range of employment 
opportunities available for local people, but it is likely to affect the number of working age people within the 
District seeking employment.  The development of new homes on sites which currently provide employment 
opportunities may however reduce access to jobs in Cannock Chase.  The separate appraisal of sites has 
identified that the majority of sites considered for allocation are not located on land which is currently in 
employment use and as such development at most locations would not adversely impact on employment 
opportunities in the District.  As such the overall effect likely for all three Policy Options is expected to be 
uncertain considering the potential local increase in demand for employment opportunities dependent upon 
any rise in the number of residents of working age.   
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16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

? ? ? Provision of additional housing within the District to realise the housing supply shortage arising from the 
Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area, is unlikely to have a direct effect on this objective and none of the 
residential site options appraised separately are located within the identified town centre locations of Cannock 
Chase.  As such a negligible effect has been identified for both policy options.  

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

? ? ? The three Policy Options would allocate sites to provide new housing in Cannock Chase to accommodate the 
housing supply shortfall arising within the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area.  The effects of the 
options on historic environment will depend largely on the location of residential sites that are allocated in 
relation identified heritage assets.  The potential site options have been appraised separately and a mix of 
effects has been identified making use of Conservation Area Appraisals, information contained in the 
Staffordshire Historic Environment Record, the Historic Environment Assessment and the findings of the 
Cannock and Rugeley Extensive Urban Surveys where appropriate.  Negative effects have been identified 
where development could have potential adverse impacts on the significance of heritage assets or their 
settings and where the site would fall within an area which has been identified as being highly sensitive to 
new development.  Conversely positive effects have been identified where opportunities to enhance or 
improve the setting of heritage assets or the overall built environment exist.  As such the overall effect likely 
for the three Policy Options is expected to be uncertain.   
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Issue AH1: How should the Council address the need to take into account the most recent changes affecting the nature of affordable 
housing delivery? 

Option AH1a: Devise interim Policy for Local Plan (Part 2) to make broad reference to the new duties with regards to Starter Homes and the intention to 
address this specific need more fully via a Local Plan review.  Provide updated SPD to accompany this Policy and include further detail once available - 
commission specific viability work on Starter Homes and other affordable housing provision to inform updated SPD prior to Local Plan review which 
addresses issue of housing tenure mix.   

Option AH1b: Do not devise Policy for Local Plan (Part 2) - await Local Plan review to address issues in more detail following further guidance. 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

3) Ensure 
development 
makes efficient use 
of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 
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9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ + Option AH1a would enable the Council to have draft interim policies in place prior to the Local Plan review to address 
the new affordable housing requirements.  This would help to promote affordable housing requirements in the 
meantime.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely.  

Policy AH1b is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective.  Whilst this option does not allow the LPP2 to 
include an interim policy, it sets a commitment that the new affordable housing requirements as set out in NPPG will 
be considered at the Local Plan Review stage and implemented into the next stage of the plan.  

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 
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13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

0 0 Neither of the policy options will have a direct effect on this objective. 
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Issue GTTS1: Which sites might best be suited to accommodating the required pitches and plots meeting Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople needs? 

Option GTTS1a: Seek to allocate sites for GTTS provision from the options identified following the results of further assessment.  See schedule of sites and 
consultation map for further information.   

Option GTTS1b: Seek to allocate alternative sites for GTTS provision not currently identified within the options- look outside the ‘Area of Search’ for further 
options.    
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

- -? 

Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  This approach would 
therefore result in allocation of land to meet this specific need where identified.  All but one of the sites proposed 
for allocation (GT6) are located on mostly greenfield land which may be of importance to local habitats.  In addition 
all of the sites considered in the sustainability appraisal process have been identified as potentially having at least 
a minor negative effect on local, national or international biodiversity sites due to their proximity to these features.  
As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ and could 
be potentially taken forward if the identified sites do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting 
text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the identified sites do not meet requirements.  Although sites 
would be assessed by the Council and as part of the sustainability appraisal process which would consider the 
effects of allocation in terms of potential impacts on locally important habitats and biodiversity, this would not be 
undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  As it is not known where the additional options would be located, 
there could be a negative effect on biodiversity and geodiversity, but this is uncertain at this stage.   
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2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+/--? -? 

Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  This approach would 
therefore result in allocation of land to meet this specific need where identified.  The ‘Area of Search’ contains the 
A5 which is a designated AQMA and sites GT1, GT4, and GT5 are located along or link to this route.  Site GT3 also 
links to the proposed AQMA along the A5190.  It is likely that these sites therefore would have the potential to 
adversely impact local air quality and so a minor negative effect is identified.  In addition to the identified ‘A’ roads, 
the ‘Area of Search’ also encompasses a motorway (M6 Toll motorway) so potential residents could be subject to 
noise pollution and so a minor negative effect is also likely on this SA objective.  An uncertainty is attached as 
noise pollution can be mitigated through careful site layout. 

Aside from Norton Canes, the ‘Area of Search’ covers mainly rural areas and the supporting text notes that it lies 
predominantly in Green Belt land.  It is therefore likely sites allocated here are to be on greenfield land which 
comprises of Grades 3 and 4 agricultural quality land and non-agricultural land.  A significant negative effect has 
therefore been identified in relation to this issue for sites GT2, GT3 and GT4 as these sites may be located on 
Grade 3a land which is considered to be one of the highest quality soil.  This effect is however uncertain as it is 
unknown at this stage whether the soil is Grade 3a or 3b.  Site GT6 is located on brownfield land meaning a minor 
positive effect has been identified in relation to the preservation of soils.  Conversely site GT6 is located on 
brownfield land and therefore a minor positive effect is expected in terms of conserving high value soils at this 
location.   

The sites within the ‘Area of Search’ do not lie within a source protection zone so a negligible effect is likely. 

Overall, Option 1a is likely to have an uncertain mixed effect (significant negative and minor positive) on this SA 
objective.  

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites for GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ and 
could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites do not meet the further assessment criteria as the 
supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the identified sites do not meet requirements.  The 
location of these alternative site options however are unknown meaning there is potential for adverse effects on 
air, noise, soil and water pollution.  Although sites would be assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal process 
which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of minimising pollution, this would not be undertaken until a 
later stage of plan making.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have 
been identified yet. 
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Justification 

3) Ensure 
development 
makes efficient use 
of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+/- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  This approach would 
therefore result in allocation of land to meet this specific need where identified.  Of the six sites one (GT6) lies on 
mostly brownfield land.  Many of the proposed sites lie on greenfield land however, and would therefore present 
reduced opportunities to make use of existing materials and buildings onsite.  An overall mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative sites could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites do not 
meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for large areas of greenfield land to be made use of which would limit the potential for the re-use of 
materials and buildings onsite.  Although sites would be assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal process 
which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of efficient land use, this would not be undertaken until a 
later stage of plan making.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have 
been identified yet. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 

Neither of these Policy Options is expected to have direct effect on this SA objective as it will be dependent upon 
the successful incorporation of features which may help to mitigate contribution to climate change such as onsite 
renewable energy and SuDS.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  This approach would 
therefore result in allocation of land to meet this specific need where identified.  None of the sites identified on the 
schedule of sites and consultation map lie within an area of high flood risk.  Only one site (GT6) considered within 
the ‘Area of Search’ is located on mostly brownfield land however.  As such this approach could result in an 
increase in impermeable surfaces and overall risk of flooding in the District.  An overall minor negative is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed at areas of high flood risk.  Although sites would be assessed as part of the 
sustainability appraisal process which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of flood risk, this would not 
be undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected for this SA 
objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of 
Search’ which have been identified yet. 
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6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+/- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  This approach would 
therefore result in allocation of land to meet this specific need where identified.  Only one of the sites identified 
(GT6) on the schedule of sites and consultation map lies within close proximity of the AONB meaning there is 
reduced potential for adverse impacts on this special designated landscape.  The majority of the sites identified 
however are on greenfield but the LCTs in which they fall have moderate sensitivity to development as per the LCA 
(2016).  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective overall.   

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  A large section of the northern part of the District is covered by the 
Cannock Chase AONB designation, and given that the location of alternative sites is currently unknown 
development at these locations could potentially have adverse effects on landscape.  Although sites would be 
assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal process which would consider the effects of allocation on landscape 
sensitivity, this would not be undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected for this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the locations of the sites 
outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 
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Justification 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  This approach would 
therefore result in allocation of land to meet this specific need where identified.  Sites which would make use of 
brownfield land would present increased opportunity to make use of buildings and materials already onsite.  Of the 
sites identified through policy option GTTS1a only GT6 is located on brownfield land.  As such there would be some 
limited opportunities to make use of recycle and re-use existing buildings and materials onsite.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for large areas of greenfield land to be made use of which would limit the potential for the re-use of 
materials and buildings onsite.  Although sites would be assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal process 
which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of re-use of existing resources, this would not be 
undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  
This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ 
which have not been identified yet. 
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Justification 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+/- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  As per the schedule 
of sites and consultation map, half of the identified sites (GT1, GT3 and GT6) lie in areas of the District where 
sustainable transport links are stronger.  These three sites are located within close proximity of either a train 
station or a bus stop while sites GT2, GT4 and GT5 lie in areas which are not accessible of sustainable transport 
links.  An overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed in areas where sustainable transport provision is poor.  Although sites would 
be assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal process which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of 
access to sustainable transport links, this would not be undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon 
the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+? +? Policy Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS).  This Policy Option would supply sites to help meet the specific accommodation needs of 
travellers in the District and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect 
is uncertain given that the text of the policy options states that a detailed assessment may identify that there is a 
shortfall in provision which would mean further sites would need to be considered. 

Policy Option GTTS1a also aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Travellers for Gypsy, 
Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS).  This Policy Option would supply sites to help meet the specific 
accommodation needs of travellers in the District and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective.  This positive effect is uncertain given that it is unclear how much land would be allocated and as such 
how many plots and pitches (the supporting text of the policy options states that 41 residential pitches, 4 travelling 
show people plots and 5 transit pitches will be required) could be accommodated by this approach. 
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  As per the schedule 
of sites and consultation map, none of the identified sites are located in close proximity to any existing education 
facilities in the District.  None of the sites considered for allocation within the ‘Area of Search’ would help to 
improve access to Cannock Chase’s education facilities and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed in areas where access to education facilities is poor.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore expected for this SA objective.  Although sites would be assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal 
process which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of access to education facilities, this would not be 
undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the 
locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  Issues of crime and community 
safety are more likely to be addressed through the design of developments which is unlikely to be affected by 
either approach.  A negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  As per the schedule 
of sites and consultation map, none of the identified sites are located within areas of the District in which access to 
healthcare facilities is considered to be stronger.  As such this policy is unlikely to result in GTTS development 
which would be in close proximity to existing healthcare facilities and therefore a minor negative effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed in areas where access to healthcare facilities is poor.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the locations of 
the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 602  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

G
TT

S
1

a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

G
TT

S
1

b
 

Justification 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

++/- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  As per the schedule 
of sites and consultation map, all of the identified sites (GT1, GT2, GT3, GT4, GT5 and GT6) lie in areas which are 
in close proximity to at least one area of open space.  Only one of these sites (GT3) is located on an identified open 
space and the allocation of this land could result in loss of access to this recreational facility.  It is recognised that 
the loss of greenfield land in the District may also reduce access to countryside for recreational purposes for the 
wider public.  As the policy is expected to result in the allocation of sites which provide access to a greater level of 
recreation facilities and open spaces but also may result in the loss of recreational access and therefore a mixed 
effect (significant positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed in areas where access to recreation facilities is poor.  Although sites would be 
assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal process which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of 
access to open spaces for recreation, this would not be undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon 
the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 603  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

G
TT

S
1

a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

G
TT

S
1

b
 

Justification 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+/- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  As per the schedule 
of sites and consultation map, over half of the identified sites (GT1, GT3, GT4 and GT5) lie at the edge of the 
centres (three sites lie at the periphery of Norton Canes and one lies at the periphery of Hawks Green) in the 
District as set out in policy CP11 of the Local Plan (Part 1).  Access to existing community services and facilities is 
considered likely to be stronger at these locations.  Two sites (GT2 and GT6) however are located in areas which 
do not provide easy access to the identified centres of Cannock Chase.  Overall a mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed in areas where access to community services and facilities is poor.  Although 
sites would be assessed as part of the sustainability appraisal process which would consider the effects of allocation 
in terms of access to community services and facilities, this would not be undertaken until a later stage of plan 
making.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is 
uncertain dependent upon the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 
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Justification 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  Economic 
regeneration in the District is most likely to be affected by other forms of development if that development would 
result in the loss of current employment uses and employment sites.  As identified on the schedule of sites and 
consultation map none of the traveller sites considered lie upon current employment sites.  A negligible effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient sites of GTTS using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which 
have not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites 
do not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed at current employment sites.  Although sites would be assessed as part of the 
sustainability appraisal process which would consider the effects of allocation in terms of loss of employment uses 
in Cannock Chase, this would not be undertaken until a later stage of plan making.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the locations of 
the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

- -? Option GTTS1a aims to allocate sufficient land to meet the requirements for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) identified in the ‘Area of Search’ (along the A5 corridor to the south east of the District) as well 
as potential options outside of this area such as opportunities to expand existing GTTS sites.  As per the schedule 
of sites and consultation map, the majority of the identified sites (GT1, GT2, GT4, GT5 and GT6) lie within areas 
which have been identified as having a moderate sensitivity to development in terms of the historic environment or 
within areas which are screened from identified nearby heritage assets.  Only one of the sites (GT3) lies in close 
proximity to a designated heritage asset (New Hall Farmhouse Grade II Listed Building).  An minor negative effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS1b aims to provide sufficient GTTS sites using options that lie outside the ‘Area of Search’ which have 
not yet been identified.  These alternative site options could be potentially taken forward if the identified sites do 
not meet the further assessment criteria as the supporting text identities a shortfall of GTTS site provision if the 
identified sites do not meet requirements.  As the locations of these alternative site options are unknown there is 
potential for development to proceed in areas where heritage assets which are vulnerable to impact of new 
development in terms of their significance or that of their setting may be located.  Although sustainability appraisal 
would be undertaken to include consideration for the historic environment in relation to the potential effects of 
development of sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’, this would not be proceed until later in the plan making 
process.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected for this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is 
uncertain dependent upon the locations of the sites outside of the ‘Area of Search’ which have been identified yet. 
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Issue GTTS2: How can the use of Green Belt sites to meet Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople needs be done in accordance with 
national planning policy requirements? 

Option GTTS2a: Remove sites proposed for allocation from the Green Belt and allocate them solely for accommodating GTTS needs.   

Option GTTS2b: Do not remove sites proposed for allocation from the Green Belt. 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

- -? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance90.  All but one of 
the sites proposed for allocation (GT6) are located on mostly greenfield land which may be of importance to local 
habitats.  In addition all of the sites considered in the sustainability appraisal process have been identified as 
potentially having at least a minor negative effect on local, national or international biodiversity sites due to their 
proximity to these features.  The removal of these sites from the Green Belt would make the development of these 
sites more acceptable in planning terms thereby increasing the potential for any sustainability effects new GTTS 
development at these locations may have.  A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective.  

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at greenfield locations in the Green Belt and at locations which are likely to have 
negative impacts on nearby biodiversity sites.  A minor negative effect is therefore also expected for this policy 
option on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt 
is not in line with national policy except in very special circumstances meaning such development might not proceed.  
It has been established in national guidance that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 

                                                
90 DCLG 2015 National Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, paragraphs 16-17 
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2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+/--? +?/--
? 

Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.   

GTTS sites GT1, GT4, and GT5 are located along or link to the A5 which is a designated AQMA.  Site GT3 also links 
to the proposed AQMA along the A5190.  It is likely that these sites therefore would have the potential to adversely 
impact local air quality and so a minor negative effect is identified.  In addition these four GTTS sites are all located 
adjacent to an A-road or a motorway meaning there is potential for adverse impacts on residential amenity in terms 
of noise pollution.  An uncertain minor negative effect has therefore been identified with regard to this concern given 
that it may be possible through appropriate design or layout to mitigate the impact of noise pollution.  The majority 
of the GTTS sites considered are also located on greenfield land which may mean high value soils may be lost 
through development and therefore an uncertain significant negative effect is identified.  This will particularly be the 
case in relation to sites GT2, GT3 and GT4 given that they are located on Grade 3 Agricultural Land.  Conversely site 
GT6 is located on brownfield land and therefore a minor positive effect is expected in terms of conserving high value 
soils at this location.   

Through the removal of the proposed GTTS sites from the Green Belt, it is likely that these sites will be developed 
which may result in the above described adverse effects in terms of pollution.  As such an overall mixed effect 
(minor positive/uncertain significant negative) effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the described effects in relation to air 
quality, noise pollution and soil pollution to occur.  An overall mixed effect (uncertain minor positive/uncertain 
significant negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain given that developing 
GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very special circumstances meaning such 
development might not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance that unmet need is unlikely to 
outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 
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3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+/- +/-? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  Of the six sites 
proposed for development one (GT6) lies on mostly brownfield land and therefore development at this location may 
encourage the re-use of existing onsite resources.  Many of the proposed sites lie on greenfield land however and 
would therefore present reduced opportunities to make use of existing materials and buildings onsite.  An overall 
mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for  opportunities to re-use buildings and 
materials currently onsite.  An overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA 
objective.  The overall effect is uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in line with 
national policy except in very special circumstances meaning such development might not proceed.  It has been 
established in national guidance that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

- -? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  None of the six 
GTTS sites is located on land which is within an area of high flood risk.  Only one of the sites (GT6) is located on 
brownfield land however meaning that the remaining sites which are located on mostly greenfield land may lead to 
an overall increase in impermeable surfaces and potentially flood risk in the District.  Through the removal of these 
GTTS sites from the Green Belt, it is likely that these sites will be developed which could lead to an increase in the 
area of impermeable surfaces in District and therefore increase flood risk further down the catchment.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the described effects in relation to flood 
risk.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that 
developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very special circumstances 
meaning such development might not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance that unmet need is 
unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 609  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

G
TT

S
2

a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

G
TT

S
2

b
 

Justification 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+/- +/-? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  Of the sites 
considered for allocation only one (GT6) lies within close proximity of the AONB meaning there is reduced potential 
for adverse impacts on this special designated landscape.  The majority of the sites identified however are on 
greenfield but the LCTs in which they fall have moderate sensitivity to development as per the Cannock Chase LCA 
(2016).  Through the removal of these GTTS sites from the Green Belt, it is likely that the sites will be developed in 
areas which are less likely to adversely affect the character of the Cannock Chase AONB but in areas which have 
moderate sensitivity to change.  Development at Green Belt locations in Cannock Chase may also have adverse 
impacts in terms of the rural setting of Cannock Chase.  An overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) 
effect is therefore identified on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the described effects in relation to flood 
risk.  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is 
uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very 
special circumstances meaning such development might not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance 
that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+/- +/-? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  Of the sites 
identified to be considered for allocation only GT6 is located on brownfield land.  As such only one site would present 
increased levels of opportunity to make use of onsite materials and buildings which could in turn help limit waste 
production in Cannock Chase.  As such there would only be limited opportunities to make use of existing buildings 
and materials onsite at the remaining GTTS sites proposed for allocation.  Through the removal of these GTTS sites 
from the Green Belt it is likely that development will be permissible at some locations which present opportunities 
for the re-use of materials while many of the sites would not present opportunities for re-use of materials.  A mixed 
effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the effects described above in relation to 
re-use of materials and waste minimisation.  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected 
on this SA objective.  The mixed effect is uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in 
line with national policy except in very special circumstances meaning such development might not proceed.  It has 
been established in national guidance that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 
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8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+/- +/-? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  Of the sites 
proposed for allocation, half (GT1, GT3 and GT6) lie in areas of the District where sustainable transport links are 
stronger.  These three sites are located within close proximity of either a train station or a bus stop while sites GT2, 
GT4 and GT5 lie in areas which are not accessible of any existing sustainable transport links.  Through the removal 
of these GTTS sites from the Green Belt it is likely that development will be permissible at locations which present 
variable opportunities for make use of existing sustainable transport links and therefore a mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the effects described above in relation to 
the potential for new residents to make use of existing sustainable transport links in the District.  An overall mixed 
effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain 
given that developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very special 
circumstances meaning such development might not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance that 
unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++ --? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  As such this 
allocation will allow for development at help meet the accommodation of a specific group in the District and 
therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As identified in 
national guidance GTTS sites within the Green Belt are inappropriate development expect in very special 
circumstances.  National guidance has also identified that unmet need is unlikely to clearly outweigh harm to the 
Green Belt and as such this approach of not altering the Green Belt boundary may mean that GTTS sites would be 
inappropriate development.  GTTS sites might therefore not be provided for if Policy Option GTTS2b was adopted 
meaning unmet need in the District would be likely to be provided for.  As such a significant negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The significant negative effect is uncertain dependent upon whether the development 
of these sites within the Green Belt boundaries would be considered inappropriate development. 
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

- -? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  Through this 
removal, it is likely that development for GTTS sites would take place at Green Belt locations which would provide 
limited access to education facilities particularly when compared to sites at more developed locations.  None of the 
six sites proposed for allocation are located with close proximity of an existing education facility.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the described effects in relation to the 
potential for new residents to make use of existing education facilities in the District.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the 
Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very special circumstances meaning such development might 
not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the 
Green Belt. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

- -? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  Through this 
removal, it is likely that development for GTTS sites would take place at Green Belt locations which would provide 
limited access to healthcare facilities particularly when compared to sites at more developed locations.  None of the 
six GTTS sites proposed for allocation is located within close proximity of an existing GP surgery, hospitals or other 
healthcare facility in the District.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the described effects in relation to the 
potential for new residents to make use of existing healthcare facilities in the District.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the 
Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very special circumstances meaning such development might 
not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the 
Green Belt. 
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13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

++/- ++/-
? 

Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance. All of the sites 
proposed for allocation (GT1, GT2, GT3, GT4, GT5 and GT6) lie in areas which are in close proximity to at least one 
area of open space.  Only one of these sites (GT3) is located on an identified open space and the allocation of this 
land could result in loss of access to this recreational facility.  Through the removal of the GTTS sites from Green 
Belt, it is likely that development for GTTS sites would be more acceptable in planning terms at these locations 
which provide a good level of access to existing open spaces in Cannock Chase.  It is recognised that this removal of 
land from the Green Belt may however reduce access to countryside for recreational purposes for the wider public.  
As such an overall mixed effect (significant positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the described effects in relation to the 
potential for new residents to make use of existing recreation facilities and open spaces as well as loss of access to 
the countryside for recreational purposed in the District.  A mixed effect (significant positive/minor negative) is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The mixed effect is uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the 
Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very special circumstances meaning such development might 
not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the 
Green Belt. 
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14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+/- +/-? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  Of the sites 
considered for allocation over half (GT1, GT3, GT4 and GT5) lie at the edge of the centres (three sites lie at the 
periphery of Norton Canes and one lies at the periphery of Hawks Green) in the District as set out in policy CP11 of 
the Local Plan (Part 1).  Access to existing community services and facilities is considered likely to be stronger at 
these locations.  Two sites (GT2 and GT6) however are located in areas which do not provide easy access to the 
identified centres of Cannock Chase.  Through the removal of the GTTS sites from the Green Belt, it is likely that 
development for GTTS sites be more acceptable in planning terms at these locations which provide a variable level of 
access to the centres of the District and those community services and facilities within them.  A mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the effects described abpve in relation to 
the potential for new residents to make use of community services and facilities at the identified centres of the 
District.  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The mixed 
effect is uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in 
very special circumstances meaning such development might not proceed.  It has been established in national 
guidance that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

- -? Option GTTS2a proposes to allocate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople (GTTS) sites located in the Green 
Belt and alter the Green Belt boundary to the remove these sites as outlined in national guidance.  The majority of 
the proposed GTTS sites (GT1, GT2, GT4, GT5 and GT6) lie within areas which have been identified as having a 
moderate sensitivity to development in terms of the historic environment or within areas which are screened from 
identified nearby heritage assets.  Only one of the sites (GT3) lies in close proximity to a designated heritage asset 
(New Hall Farmhouse Grade II Listed Building).  Through the removal of these GTTS sites from the Green Belt, it is 
likely that these sites will be more acceptable in planning terms and therefore GTTS development would be provided 
in areas which mostly have potential to have at least moderate impacts on the historic environment.  In addition 
these sites are mostly located on greenfield land and their development could therefore lead to adverse effects on 
the settings of designated heritage assets in the District.  A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA 
objective. 

Option GTTS2b would allocate GTTS sites within the Green Belt without altering its boundary.  As such development 
for GTTS sites may still occur at the same locations with the potential for the effects described above in relation to 
the historic environment.  A minor negative is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is 
uncertain given that developing GTTS sites within the Green Belt is not in line with national policy except in very 
special circumstances meaning such development might not proceed.  It has been established in national guidance 
that unmet need is unlikely to outweigh harm to the Green Belt. 
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Issue GTTS3: Should the Council adopt site specific standards to help guide the development of new and/or extended Gypsy, Traveller and 
Travelling Showpeople sites? 

Option GTTS3a: Rely on existing Local Plan (Part 1) policies and Design SPD guidance- no site specific policy standards/requirements.   

Option GTTS3b: Create site specific policy standards/requirements, where necessary. 
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1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 requires new developments to successfully integrate with existing trees, 
hedges and landscape features of amenity value and employ measures to enhance biodiversity. A minor positive 
effect is therefore likely.  

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on enhancing/protecting local biodiversity although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments minimises the potential for 
pollution to existing surrounding uses. A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on minimising pollution although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor 
positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate 
change impact and maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction. A minor 
positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b such as the incorporation of renewable energy 
systems could help to maximise the contribution that specific sites have on adapting to climate change, although the 
exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to reduce the risk of flooding such as the 
development of SuDS. A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on adapting to climate change and reducing the risk of flooding, although the exact measures to be 
employed are currently uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments preserves and enhances the 
landscape, scenic beauty and character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its setting. A minor positive 
effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on protecting and enhancing the landscape, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 
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7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate 
change impact and maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction. A minor 
positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have resource efficiency, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor positive 
but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and 
from its surroundings, contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with 
the safety of pedestrians, cyclists and other road users in mind. A minor positive effect is therefore likely for option 
H2a.  

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could help to maximise the contribution that specific 
sites have on facilitating the use of sustainable transport modes such as cycling and walking, although the exact 
measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ +?/-
? 

Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Well-designed new homes which are compliant with policy CP3 and Design SPD are 
likely to help meet the needs of those living within them, and a minor positive effect is likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b, such as the design of homes to meet the needs of 
the elderly, could help to maximise the contribution that specific sites have on meeting people’s housing needs, 
although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  In addition, the provision of site specific policy 
standards could also create more certainty for developers regarding what will be required.   A minor positive but 
uncertain effect is therefore likely. However, creating overly onerous design requirements at specific sites could also 
render some sites undevelopable due to high costs of implementing such measures, which could have a minor 
negative effect on this objective. An overall mixed effect is likely. 
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to ensure developments incorporate measures to design out crime and 
anti-social behaviour based upon Police guidance. A minor positive effect is likely.  

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have reducing crime, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain. A minor 
positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended residential developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 
and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for physical 
activity and community interaction. A minor positive effect is therefore likely.  

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on encouraging physical activity, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and from its 
surroundings, contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with the safety 
of pedestrians, cyclists and other road users in mind. A minor positive effect is likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on protecting and enhancing open space, although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 
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14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for 
physical activity and community interaction. A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on linking with community services, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+ +? Option GTTS3a would require the design of new/extended Gypsy and Traveller developments to be compliant with 
Policy CP3 and Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to conserve and enhance the local historic environment including reuse 
of buildings and sympathetic repair, using the historic environment as a stimulus to high quality design and 
enhancing local character and distinctiveness. A minor positive effect is therefore likely for option H2a.  

Creating site specific design requirements under Option GTTS3b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have protecting and enhancing the historic environment, although the exact measures to be employed 
are currently uncertain. A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 
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Issue E1: Which sites should be considered for allocation for employment developments in the Local Plan (Part 2) to meet current 
requirements? 

Option E1a: Assess all available sites identified within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and Towers Business 
Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation. 

SA Objectives 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+ Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  These locations are not located in close proximity of any identified 
national/international biodiversity designation.  Some biodiversity designations are located in close proximity to the area 
along the A5 corridor however these are limited to designations which have been made locally.  Each of these areas is 
located within the 15km which the Council has set as zone of influence for potential negative impacts associated with 
additional recreational pressures on the Cannock Chase SAC.  This zone however only applies to residential development.  A 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective given that the Policy Option would help to steer development away 
from areas which are most sensitive to development in terms of biodiversity designations. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+/-? Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  An AQMA has been declared along much of the length of the A5 and 
therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective in relation to the potential for providing more employment 
development at this location.  Much of the land at Tower Business Park/Former Power Station as well as at Kingswood 
Lakeside and the A5 Corridor is brownfield land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in relation to minimising the 
potential loss of higher quality soils in the District.  An uncertain minor negative effect has also been identified however in 
relation to the relevant sites which are in close proximity to the A51 and A5 considering the potential for noise pollution to 
have an adverse impact on the amenity of users of these sites.  As none of these areas lie within a Source Protection Zone 
the provision of employment development at these locations is not expected to have a detrimental impact on water quality 
in the District.  Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is therefore expected overall on this SA 
objective. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+ Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  Much of the land at Tower Business Park/Former Power Station as well as 
at Kingswood Lakeside and the A5 Corridor is brownfield land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in relation to 
encouraging the re-use of brownfield land in the District.  Overall a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 621  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E1
a 

Justification 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 This Policy Option is not expected to have direct effect on this SA objective as it will be dependent upon the successful 
incorporation of features which may help to mitigate contribution to climate change such as onsite renewable energy and 
SuDS.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

+ Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  These locations are mostly located outside of flood zones 2 and 3 
(although the northern area of Towers Business Park/Former Power Station contains land which is in flood zone 2 and 3) and 
therefore would not contribute to overall flood risk in the District.  Much of the land at Tower Business Park/Former Power 
Station as well as at Kingswood Lakeside and the A5 Corridor is brownfield land meaning its development is unlikely to result 
in an increase in impermeable surfaces in Cannock Chase.  Overall a minor positive is expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+/- Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  None of these areas is within or is located within close proximity of the 
Cannock Chase AONB and therefore providing new employment development at these locations is not expected to have an 
adverse impact on the character or setting of this designated special landscape.  The land at Towers Business Park/Former 
Power Station has been assessed as being urban land which is therefore not considered to be sensitive to new development 
in the emerging Review of Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District (2016).  However land at Kingswood 
Lakeside and the A5 Corridor lies partially within the Landscape Character Type Coalfield Farmlands which has been 
identified as having a moderate sensitive to new development.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor 
negative) effect is expected on this SA objective. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  Although providing new development of any type in the District is likely to 
result in an increase in waste production delivering development at the brownfield sites at Towers Business Park/Former 
Power Station Kingswood Lakeside and the A5 Corridor may result in the re-use of existing materials onsite thereby help to 
reduce local waste generation.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+/- Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  These locations are within areas where much of the existing employment 
development has already been provided in the District.  As such overall sustainable transport links in these areas are 
expected to be quite strong.  Towers Business Park/Former Power Station is located within approximately 600m of Rugeley 
Town Centre train station and is on the eastern edge of the town of Rugeley itself.  Kingswood Lakeside and the A5 Corridor 
area are less well related to the larger settlements of the District.  They lie within the southern and eastern peripheries of 
Bridgtown which is a Local Centre (as identified in Policy CP11 of the Cannock Chase Local Plan Part 1).  The sustainability 
appraisal process undertaken in relation to the employment site options has identified that existing sustainable transport 
links at Kingswood Lakeside and the A5 Corridor are variable with some sites located in close proximity to bus stops which 
provide a regular service and others not in close proximity to regular bus services.  There are no train stations located in 
close proximity to these sites.  As such sustainable transport links are likely to be weaker at these locations.  Overall a 
mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new housing development.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new education facilities and educational attainment in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 This Policy Option relates to the location of new employment development in the District.  Reducing crime and fear of crime 
in Cannock Chase is likely to be influenced by the specific design of new schemes particularly that which relates to the 
appropriate incorporation of green space and the use of appropriate lighting.  These issues are unlikely to be influenced by 
the location of new development in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new healthcare facilities and overall public health in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+ As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new open spaces and leisure and recreation facilities in Cannock Chase.  The design of new schemes may allow 
for the appropriate provision of such new uses and the enhancement of those uses which already exist within or within close 
proximity of these areas.  The sites in question areas are  located within close proximity of many existing open spaces which 
might be made use of by employees particularly at breaks and outside of working hours.  As such a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new community services and facilities in Cannock Chase.  The Policy Option would potentially result in the 
allocation of the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for 
employment development.  These sites are located at the eastern edge of Rugeley and eastern and southern peripheries of 
Bridgtown respectively.  Policy CP11 of the Cannock Chase Local Plan Part 1 has identified Rugeley as a town centre and 
Bridgtown as a local centre.  As such these locations may provide employees with access to services and facilities 
particularly during breaks and outside of working hours.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

++ At present there is a shortfall in available employment sites in the District of around 3ha against the Local Plan Part 1 target 
of 88ha.  The areas of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and Towers Business Park/Former Power Station have been 
identified as high quality employment areas in the Local Plan Part 1.  They provide good access to strategic transport routes 
in Cannock Chase and are located in areas where other existing employment sites are already present.  As such assessing all 
available sites identified within the ELAA at these ‘key locations’ will result in new employment land to meet required need 
over the plan period being provided in areas in which new employment opportunities are most likely to function successfully 
in the District.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  None of the areas identified as ‘key locations’ for employment 
development are within any of the town centres (Rugeley, Cannock or Hednesford) in the District.  As this development is 
likely to include B2 and B8 uses it is considered that much of it will be unsuitable for town centre locations.  Therefore 
providing this type of development at out of centre locations is not expected to impact upon town centre vitality or viability.  
As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

0/- Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside, the A5 Corridor and 
Towers Business Park/Former Power Station for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in 
the District would be provided at these locations.  Much of the area at Kingswood Lakeside and the A5 Corridor is not located 
within close proximity of any designated heritage assets given that it contains areas of more recent development which 
supports current employment uses.  Although the sites at Towers Business Park/Former Power Station also contain many 
current employment uses the close proximity of Rugeley town centre to the west means that several Listed Buildings (such 
as Roman Catholic Church of St Joseph and St Etheldreda and 32 Talbot Street) and a number of Conservation Areas (such 
as Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area and Talbot/Lichfield St Conservation Area) are located in close proximity of 
the areas considered for development.  Given that employment development at these locations may adversely affect the 
significance of these assets and that of their settings a minor negative effect is also identified on this SA objective.  Overall a 
mixed effect (negligible/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Issue E2: How should the shortfall in meeting current development needs be addressed and a supply of high quality employment land be 
ensured? 

Option E2a: Assess the potential for urban sites to meet the current shortfall and provide additional high quality land in the first instance - rely on windfall 
developments in the short term.  Do not consider early release of Green Belt land. 

Option E2b: Assess the potential for urban sites to meet the current shortfall and provide additional high quality land in the first instance.  Consider the 
potential for Green Belt sites to be released early in the event that the shortfall is not addressed via alternative urban sites and where there is limited high 
quality employment land remaining.  As per the LPP1, focus on site options around Kingswood Lakeside. 

Option E2c: Assess the potential for urban sites to meet the current shortfall and provide additional high quality land in the first instance.  Consider the 
potential for Green Belt sites to be released early in the event that the shortfall is not addressed via alternative urban sites and where there is limited high 
quality employment land remaining.  Focus on site options outside Kingswood Lakeside.   
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1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

++ +/- +/-? Policy Option E2a is expected to a positive effect on this SA objective given that it would consider make use 
of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and would protect the loss of greenfield land 
in the District by preventing the early release of Green Belt land.  As these areas are likely to be of 
importance in terms of providing local habitats the positive effect is expected on this SA objective is likely to 
be significant. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c are both expected to have a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) on this 
SA objective.  Although these Policy Options would try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the 
current shortfall of employment land, both options would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to 
meet the requirements of employment in the District.  The area around Kingswood Lakeside at which Policy 
Option E2b would focus development around contains a number of biodiversity designations.  Although 
these are local designations they may still be adversely impacted upon by new employment development at 
this location in terms of habitat destruction, disturbance or fragmentation.  The minor negative effect on 
Option E2c is likely to be uncertain given that site options would be focussed outside of Kingswood Lakeside 
in an unknown area dependent upon which sites are chosen for allocation. 
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2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+ +/-- --? Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would protect the loss of greenfield land in the District by preventing the early release of Green Belt land.  
As such it would prevent the loss of higher quality agricultural soils in the District and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  As such greenfield land which contains higher quality agricultural soils in the 
District may be lost to this approach.  Policy Option E2b would also focus employment development around 
Kingswood Lakeside.  The allocation of sites at this location would link directly to the AQMA which has been 
declared along the A5 to the south and south west.  As such employment development at this location may 
result in the intensification of air quality issues already present here.  Providing new development at 
locations adjacent to A-roads in the District is also likely to result in adverse effects occurring in relation to 
noise pollution which may impact upon the amenity of users of any new employment sites.  The land at 
Kingswood Lakeside is mostly brownfield land and therefore employment development at this location may 
help to protect high value agricultural soils before greenfield land is made use of.  As such the significant 
negative effect expected in relation to Policy Option E2b is likely to be combined with a minor positive effect.  
As Policy Option E2c would focus employment development at unknown locations outside of Kingswood 
Lakeside the significant negative effect expected is uncertain. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

++ +/- +/- Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  As such it would encourage development to occur in 
urban areas where more brownfield sites are likely to be present and would prevent the loss of greenfield 
land in the Green Belt.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  As such both Policy Options would result in development potentially being 
encouraged in urban areas where brownfield sites are likely to be more prevalent to begin with but would 
then result in the potential loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt if employment needs were not satisfied 
elsewhere.  It should also be noted that the area around Kingswood Lakeside at which Policy Option E2b 
would focus development is mostly brownfield.  Development at this location could potentially encourage the 
re-use and recycling of buildings and materials currently onsite.  As such a mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 0 All three Policy Options considered are not expected to have direct effect on this SA objective as it will be 
dependent upon the successful incorporation of features which may help to mitigate contribution to climate 
change such as onsite renewable energy and SuDS.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective for Policy Options E2a, E2b and E2c. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 -? - Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  As such this approach would most likely make use of 
brownfield and prevent the loss of greenfield land in the District which would help to limit the increase of 
impermeable surfaces in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  Although Policy Option E2b would focus development around Kingswood 
Lakeside which is mostly brownfield land this approach would result in the loss of greenfield land in the 
District in the long term.  An increase in impermeable surfaces in Cannock Chase may contribute to an 
increase in overall flood risk meaning a minor negative effect is expected in relation to both Policy Option 
E2b and E2c.  The minor negative effect is uncertain for Policy Option E2b given that it would attempt to 
focus some of the development around Kingswood Lakeside. 
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6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ +/-- --? Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  As such this would limit the potential for detrimental 
impacts upon a number of the purposes of Green Belt as defined by the NPPF (namely preventing urban 
sprawl and merging of towns and safeguarding the countryside from encroachment in the context of this SA 
objective).  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  As such this approach could result in the loss of the established character of the 
countryside in the District meaning a significant negative effect is expected for both Policy Options.  The 
significant negative effect expected in relation to Policy Option E2b is combined with a minor positive effect 
given that it would limit this type of development to site options around Kingswood Lakeside.  The area has 
been identified as lying mainly within the CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape 
Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  CF23 has been assessed as having a moderate level of 
sensitivity to development meaning development at this location may have a further minor negative effect 
on local landscape character.  As this area however contains a significant amount of employment 
development already, further development of this type is likely to have reduced potential for adverse impact 
on the landscape.  The significant negative effect expected in relation to Policy Option E2c is uncertain given 
that employment development would be focussed at site options outside of Kingswood Lakeside the precise 
locations of which are unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ +/- - Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  As such this approach would be likely to result in use of 
brownfield land in the District which may contain onsite materials which might be re-used as part of the 
development process.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  As such the delivery of employment development within the Green Belt would 
make use of greenfield sites where the option of re-using materials already onsite would not be present.  As 
such a minor negative effect is expected for both of these Policy Options.  The minor positive effect expected 
in relation to Policy Option E2b is likely to be combined with a minor positive effect. Kingswood Lakeside 
(around which development would focussed through Policy Option E2b) contains mostly brownfield land the 
development of which may present increased opportunities for the re-use and recycling of buildings and 
materials currently onsite. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 629  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E2
a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E2
b

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E2
c 

Justification 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+ +/- - Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  The provision of employment development at urban 
locations is likely to result in employment opportunities in areas which are more accessible by existing 
sustainable transport links.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  Employment development which is provided at greenfield sites in the Green Belt 
is less likely to have access to existing sustainable transport links.  As such employees who would need to 
access these sites once development is undertaken would be less likely to make use of modes of sustainable 
transport meaning a minor negative effect is expected for both of these Policy Options.  Policy Option E2b 
would focus employment development around Kingswood Lakeside.  This area provides variable access to 
existing sustainable transport links as identified in the sustainability appraisal process undertaken for the 
employment site options.  Some sites at this location would be located in close proximity to existing bus 
stops which provide access to regular services while others are not.  The area is not located within close 
proximity of a train station.  The minor negative effect expected in relation to Policy Option is therefore 
likely to be combined with a minor positive effect. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 0 As these Policy Options relate to the provision of employment development in the District they are not 
expected to affect the delivery of new housing development.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 0 As these Policy Options relate to the provision of employment development in the District they are not 
expected to affect the delivery of new education facilities and educational attainment in the District.  A 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 630  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E2
a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E2
b

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E2
c 

Justification 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 0 These Policy Options relate the potential location of new employment development in the District.  Reducing 
crime and fear of crime in Cannock Chase is likely to be influenced by the specific design of new schemes 
particularly that which relates to the appropriate incorporation of green space and the use of appropriate 
lighting.  These issues are unlikely to be influenced by the location of new development in the District.  A 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 0 0 As these Policy Options relate to the provision of employment development in the District they are not 
expected to affect the delivery of new healthcare facilities and overall public health in the District.  A 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+ ++/- +/- Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  Although this Policy Option would not result in the 
provision of new open space of recreational or leisure facilities in the District it would result in the provision 
of new employment development in urban areas where recreational facilities in particular would be more 
accessible.  As such employees at new employment sites at these locations may be encouraged to make use 
of nearby leisure and recreational facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  As such these sites would be likely to be located in close proximity to the 
countryside and semi-natural open spaces which are prevalent at greenfield locations.  Employees may be 
encouraged to make use of these facilities during breaks and outside of working hours.  As Policy option E2b 
would focus development around Kingswood Lakeside it is expected that this approach may encourage 
employees to make use of existing open spaces and PRoWs as all site options considered at this location 
through the sustainability appraisal process were well related to such features.  Therefore a significant 
positive effect is identified for Policy Option E2b.  However employment development at greenfield locations 
within the Green Belt may result in the loss of important areas of the countryside and areas which the 
Council has identified as part of the Green Network (2012).  Focussing development mostly around 
Kingswood Lakeside through Policy Option E2b may result in the loss of specific open spaces given that a 
number of the sites in this location are within the boundaries of such features.  Overall a mixed effect is 
therefore expected for Policy Options E2b and E2c.   
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Justification 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ +/- -? Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  Urban areas are likely to provide employees who will 
eventually occupy such sites with a good level of access to services and facilities during breaks and outside 
of working hours.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy Option E2b would mean employment land to meet the current shortfall would initially be supplied at 
urban sites but after this the early release of Green Belt land would be considered.  As such development 
may be delivered at less developed areas which provide access to a limited number of services.  This Policy 
Option would result development being delivered around Kingswood Lakeside.  This area is located at the 
eastern periphery of Bridgtown which is a Local Centres as identified in the Policy CP11 of the Cannock 
Chase Local Plan Part 1.  As such now employees at this location may be provided with access to services 
within this smaller centre.  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Policy Option E2b would mean employment land to meet the current shortfall would initially be supplied at 
urban sites but after this the early release of Green Belt land would be considered.  As such development 
may be delivered at less developed areas which provide access to a limited number of services.  This Policy 
Option would result development being delivered at areas outside of Kingswood Lakeside.  As such 
employment development would not be confined to areas which are likely to be within relatively close 
proximity to existing settlements in the District where existing services may be located.  Overall a minor 
negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the 
exact location of new employment sites which is unknown at this stage. 
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15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

+? ++ ++? Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  It would depend upon windfall developments in the 
short term to meet local requirements.  As such this Policy Option would help to meet local needs for 
employment land and allow for the provision of local employment opportunities.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  As this Policy option would rely upon windfall sites, the exact 
nature and prevalence of which are unknown the minor positive effect is uncertain. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  As such the required need for employment land in the District would be met, 
even if Green Belt sites were required to be released early.  New employment sites to ensure local economic 
growth was continued, as such would be delivered.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected for 
both of these Policy Options.  The significant positive effect expected in relation Policy Option E2c is 
uncertain given that it would allow for employment sites to be identified in areas outside of Kingswood 
Lakeside.  This area has been identified as a ‘key location’ in the ELAA (2016) in terms of potential 
employment provision and it provides access to the strategic routes of the M6 Toll motorway and the A5.  As 
such it is unknown whether the delivery of employment land away from this location would allow for sites 
which would encourage economic growth in the District. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 0 As employment development is likely to include B2 and B8 uses it is considered that much of it will be 
unsuitable for town centre locations.  As such the specific location of this type of development in Cannock 
Chase is not expected to impact upon town centre vitality or viability.  A negligible effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective for all Policy Options considered. 
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Justification 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

-? - -? Policy Option E2a would consider the use of urban land to meet the current shortfall in employment land and 
would prevent the early release of Green Belt land.  Windfall sites would be made use of to provide 
employment land in the short term.  Providing new employment development in urban locations where the 
built environment is likely to contain more heritage assets (most of the heritage assets particularly Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas are located within the towns of Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley) may 
result in detrimental impacts on local character as well as on the significance of identified heritage assets 
and their respective settings.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific location of new development which is unknown at 
this stage, particularly when considering that windfall sites will help meet the need for local employment 
land. 

Policy Options E2b and E2c would both try initially to make use of urban sites to meet the current shortfall of 
employment land but would consider the early release of Green Belt sites to meet the requirements of 
employment in the District.  As less development may result at unspecified locations within urban areas 
which contain a higher number of heritage assets the negative effect expected in relation to these Policy 
Options is expected to be minor.  Policy Option E2b would try to deliver much of the employment land 
around Kingswood Lakeside.  This area contains no heritage assets (however St James’ Church is to the east 
within 550m) and mostly consists of recent employment related development meaning any negative effect 
on the built environment is likely to be minor.  The sustainability appraisal process undertaken for the 
employment site options has identified that this area falls across two historic environment character zones 
CHECZ 15 and CHECZ 16 as per the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009).  The sensitivity of these 
areas to new development has been identified as varying from low to moderate across these areas.  Policy 
option E2c would delivery this employment land at areas outside of Kingswood Lakeside meaning 
uncertainty is attached the minor negative effect expected on this SA objective. 
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Issue E3: Should the Council seek to protect key existing employment areas? 

Option E3a: Assess Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites (see consultation map 
for proposed boundaries).  Do not consider allocating other employment sites. 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+ Assessing Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites 
would mean much of the employment development in the District would be provided at these locations.  No further 
employment sites would be allocated instead Local Plan Policy CP8 which sets out a criterion based approach to assessing 
the loss of existing employment sites to alternative uses on a case by case basis would be used.  Tower Business Park 
contains no designated biodiversity sites and Kingswood Lakeside contains only locally designated biodiversity sites.  As such 
much of the employment development in the District would be provided at locations would not impact negatively upon 
internationally/internationally designated biodiversity sites and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+/-? Assessing Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites 
would mean much of the employment development in the District would be provided at these locations.  An AQMA has been 
declared along much of the length of the A5 and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective in 
relation to the potential for providing more employment development at Kingswood Lakeside given its proximity to this 
route.  Much of the land at Kingswood Lakeside and at Tower Business Park is brownfield meaning a minor positive effect is 
expected in relation to minimising the potential loss of higher quality soils in the District particularly when considering the 
large size of these areas.  An uncertain minor negative effect has also been identified in relation to the relevant sites which 
are in close proximity to the A51 and A5 respectively considering the potential for noise pollution to have an adverse impact 
on the amenity of users of these sites.  As neither of these areas lie within a Source Protection Zone the provision of 
employment development at these locations is not expected to have a detrimental impact on water quality in the District.  
Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is therefore expected overall on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+ Assessing Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites 
would mean much of the employment development in the District would be provided at these locations.  The areas at both 
Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park contain larger sections of brownfield land and as such this Policy Option may 
also help to encourage the use of previously developed land in the District.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 
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4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 This Policy Option is not expected to have direct effect on this SA objective as it will be dependent upon the successful 
incorporation of features which may help to mitigate contribution to climate change such as onsite renewable energy and 
SuDS.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 Assessing Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites 
would mean much of the employment development in the District would be provided at these locations.  These locations are 
mostly located outside of flood zones 2 and 3 (although the northern area of Towers Business Park contains land which is in 
flood zone 2 and 3).  As both areas are located on mostly brownfield land they are unlikely to result in an increase in 
impermeable surfaces in Cannock Chase or contribute negatively to overall local flood risk.  A negligible effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+/- Assessing Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites 
would mean much of the employment development in the District would be provided at these locations.  Neither of these 
areas is within or located within close proximity of the Cannock Chase AONB and therefore providing new employment 
development at these locations is not expected to have an adverse impact on the character or setting of this designated 
special landscape.  The land at Towers Business Park has been assessed as being urban land which is therefore not 
considered to be sensitive to new development in the emerging Review of Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock 
Chase District (2016).  However land at Kingswood Lakeside lies partially within the Landscape Character Type Coalfield 
Farmlands which has been identified as having a moderate sensitive to new development.  As such an overall mixed effect 
(minor positive/minor negative) effect is expected on this SA objective. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ Assessing Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites 
would mean much of the employment development in the District would be provided at these locations.  Although providing 
new development of any type in the District is likely to result in an increase in waste production delivering development at 
brownfield sites at Kingswood Lakeside or Towers Business Park may result in the re-use of existing materials onsite thereby 
help to reduce local waste generation.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+ Assessing Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality strategic employment sites 
would mean much of the employment development in the District would be provided at these locations.  These locations are 
within areas where much of the existing employment development has already been provided in the District.  As such overall 
sustainable transport links in these areas are expected to be quite strong.  Towers Business Park is located within 
approximately 600m of Rugeley Town Centre train station and is on the eastern edge of the town of Rugeley itself.  
Kingswood Lakeside is less well related to the larger settlements of the District and existing sustainable transport links.  It is 
located within the eastern periphery of Bridgtown which is a Local Centre (as identified in Policy CP11 of the Cannock Chase 
Local Plan Part 1).  The Kingswood Lakeside area provides access to only bus services but is not located within close 
proximity of any train stations.  As such sustainable transport links are likely to be weaker at these locations.  Overall a 
minor positive is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ Policy Option E3a would assess Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality 
strategic employment sites and would allocate no further employment sites in the District.  Instead the loss of existing 
employment sites to alternative uses on a case by case basis would be undertaken in line with the criteria of Local Plan 
Policy CP8.  As such depending on changing circumstances in the District the requirements of the District in terms of housing 
could be met by providing new sites for housing when needed via Policy CP8.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new education facilities and educational attainment in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 This Policy Option relates to the location of new employment development in the District.  Reducing crime and fear of crime 
in Cannock Chase is likely to be influenced by the specific design of new schemes particularly that which relates to the 
appropriate incorporation of green space and the use of appropriate lighting.  These issues are unlikely to be influenced by 
the location of new development in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new healthcare facilities and overall public health in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+/- As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new open spaces and leisure and recreation facilities in Cannock Chase.  The design of new schemes may allow 
for the appropriate provision of such new uses and those uses which already exist within or within close proximity of these 
areas.  The areas at Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park are however located within close proximity of many 
existing open spaces which might be made use of by employees particularly at breaks and outside of working hours.  Both 
sites do contain areas of identified open space within their boundaries.  The provision of further employment growth at these 
locations may therefore result in the loss of existing open spaces in the Disitrict dependent upon the design of these new 
developments.  As such an overall mixed effect (significant positive/minor negative) effect is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ As this Policy Option relates to the provision of employment development in the District it is not expected to affect the 
delivery of new community services and facilities in Cannock Chase.  The Policy Option would potentially result in the 
allocation of Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for employment development.  These sites are located at the 
eastern periphery of Bridgtown and at the eastern edge of Rugeley respectively.  Policy CP11 of the Cannock Chase Local 
Plan Part 1 has identified Rugeley as a town centre and Bridgtown as a local centre.  As such these locations may provide 
employees with access to services and facilities particularly during breaks and outside of working hours.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

++/- This Policy option would assess Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality 
strategic employment sites.  These sites represent over 50% of the total available supply within the District.  These sites 
provide good access to strategic transport routes in Cannock Chase and are located in areas where other existing 
employment sites are already present.  As such assessing these sites will result in new employment land to help to meet 
required need over the plan period being provided in areas in which new employment opportunities are most likely to 
function successfully in the District.  This Policy Option would allocate no further employment sites in the District however 
and in line with the criteria of Local Plan Policy CP8 existing employment sites may be lost to alternative uses which would 
allow for flexibility in terms of appropriate uses but may be to the detriment of local economic growth (particularly that 
which relates to B Class Uses).  Overall a mixed effect (significant positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 
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16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 This Policy option would assess Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park for potential allocation as high quality 
strategic employment sites.   Neither of these areas is within any of the town centres (Rugeley, Cannock or Hednesford) in 
the District.  As this development is likely to include B2 and B8 uses it is considered that much of it will be unsuitable for 
town centre locations.  Therefore providing this type of development at out of centre locations is not expected to impact 
upon town centre vitality or viability.  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

0/-? Assessing potential employment sites within the ELAA at the ‘key locations’ of Kingswood Lakeside and Towers Business Park 
for potential allocation would mean most of the employment development in the District would be provided at these 
locations.  Much of the area at Kingswood Lakeside is not located within close proximity of any designated heritage assets 
given that it contains areas of more recent development which supports current employment uses.  Although the site at 
Towers Business Park also contain many current employment uses the close proximity of Rugeley town centre to the west 
means that several Listed Buildings (such as Roman Catholic Church of St Joseph and St Etheldreda and 32 Talbot Street) 
and a number of Conservation Areas (such as Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area and Talbot/Lichfield St 
Conservation Area) are located in close proximity of the area considered for allocation as an employment site.  Given that 
employment development at this location may adversely affect the significance of these assets and that of their settings a 
minor negative effect is also identified on this SA objective.  Overall a mixed effect (negligible/minor negative) is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 
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Issue E4: Should the Council adopt site specific standards to help guide the development of allocated sites? 

Option E4a: Rely on existing LPP1 policies and Design SPD guidance- no site specific policy standards/requirements.     

Option E4b: Create site specific policy standards/requirements, where necessary. 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 requires new developments to successfully integrate with existing trees, hedges and 
landscape features of amenity value and employ measures to enhance biodiversity.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on enhancing/protecting local biodiversity although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments minimises the potential for pollution to 
existing surrounding uses.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on minimising pollution although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An 
uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate change impact 
and maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b such as the incorporation of renewable energy 
systems could help to maximise the contribution that specific sites have on adapting to climate change, although the 
exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to mitigate climate change impact such as the development 
of SuDS.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on reducing flood risk, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An 
uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments preserves and enhances the landscape, 
scenic beauty and character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its setting.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on protecting and enhancing the landscape, although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate change impact 
and maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have resource efficiency, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An 
uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and from its 
surroundings, contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with the safety 
of pedestrians, cyclists and other road users in mind. A minor positive effect is therefore likely for option H2a.  

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on facilitating the use of sustainable transport modes such as cycling and walking, although the 
exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to ensure developments incorporate measures to design out crime and anti-social 
behaviour based upon Police guidance.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have reducing crime, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An 
uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for physical 
activity and community interaction.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on encouraging physical activity, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and from its 
surroundings, contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with the safety 
of pedestrians, cyclists and other road users in mind.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on protecting and enhancing open space, although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for physical 
activity and community interaction.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on linking with community services, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

+ +/-? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP8 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP8 of the Local Plan Part 1 seeks to retain and promote diversified ‘B class’ uses in existing and 
developing employment areas of the highest quality to assist the diversification of the local economy.  As it is 
expected that depending upon this policy of the Local Plan and the Design SPD should help to promote economic 
regeneration in the District.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific requirements under Policy Option E4b, relating to the diversification of the local economy and 
change of use of specific sites in the District, may help to maintain local economic growth.  However, creating overly 
onerous requirements and establishing inflexible requirements for specific sites could make certain areas 
undevelopable due to high costs of implementing measures or as a result of the specific uses of sites being 
unresponsive to changing economic needs.  In contrast, site specific design could provide developers with greater 
certainty in terms of standards of design which would be required to be met for new economic development to be 
deemed acceptable.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore likely on this SA 
objective.  The overall effect is uncertain dependent upon measures which would be incorporated into any specific 
requirements which might result. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to conserve and enhance the local historic environment including reuse of buildings 
and sympathetic repair, using the historic environment as a stimulus to high quality design and enhancing local 
character and distinctiveness.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have protecting and enhancing the historic environment, although the exact measures to be employed 
are currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Issue E5: To what extent should the District cater for longer term needs and how can the need be best met? 

Option E5a: Plan to identify safeguarded land from the Green Belt for up to 5% of the District’s current development needs (approx. 4.4ha) for beyond the 
plan period.  Assess the suitability of the ‘Unavailable’ Green Belt sites to meet this need – see ‘Site Options Selection Methodology- Background Paper’, 
schedule of sites and consultation map for further information.  Focus upon options at Kingswood Lakeside as per LPP1. 

Option E5b: Plan to identify safeguarded land from the Green Belt for up to 5% of the District’s current development needs (approx. 4.4ha) for beyond the 
plan period.  Assess the suitability of the ‘Unavailable’ Green Belt sites to meet this need – see ‘Site Options Selection Methodology- Background Paper’, 
schedule of sites and consultation map for further information.  Consider other sites beyond Kingswood Lakeside. 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

- --? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for 
the longer term employment needs of the District.  These areas are likely to provide important habitats for local 
animal and as such loss of such land to employment development is expected to have an adverse impact on local 
biodiversity.  Policy Option E5a would result in most of the employment development being focused at Kingswood 
Lakeside where only locally designated biodiversity sites are in close proximity to the two identified sites that are 
located within the Green Belt.  The negative effect identified in relation to Policy Option E5a is therefore expected to 
be minor.   

As Policy Option E5b would consider sites beyond Kingswood Lakeside some of which have been identified as having 
a significant negative effect in terms of biodiversity (for example NE6) and would also result in the loss of Green Belt 
land in the District which may be of importance in terms of local habitats the negative effect expected is likely to be 
significant.  This significant negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact location of new employment sites 
which is unknown at this stage. 
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Justification 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

-- --? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for 
the longer term employment needs of the District.  As such soils which are of high agricultural value in the District 
may be lost to employment development.   

Policy Option E5a would result in most of the employment development being focused at Kingswood Lakeside where 
much of the surrounding area has been identified as being greenfield land which is Grade 3 Agricultural Quality 
particularly at site option CE18.  This area is also located in close proximity to the AQMA identified along the A5 and 
as such further employment development at this location may result in further air quality issues in the District.  As 
such a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  

Policy Option E5b would provide for employment development at locations other than Kingswood Lakeside.  As such 
development would still result in the loss of Green Belt land which may be of uncertain but high agricultural value. 
Some of the sites which are identified to be considered under this option (for example CE19, CE20 and CE56) are 
located in areas which may act to intensify air pollution issues within the declared AQMA along the A5.  As such an 
overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  This significant negative effect is uncertain 
dependent upon the exact location of new employment sites to be allocated which is unknown at this stage. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

- - Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land (approximately 4.4ha) in the 
Green Belt to provide for the longer term employment needs of the District.  As such both policies may result in 
future development on sites which have not previously been developed and therefore would present limited 
opportunities to make use of existing buildings and materials onsite.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
for both Policy Options on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 Both Policy Options considered are not expected to have direct effect on this SA objective as it will be dependent 
upon the successful incorporation of features which may help to mitigate contribution to climate change such as 
onsite renewable energy and SuDS.  A negligible effect is therefore expected for both Policy Options on this SA 
objective. 
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Justification 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

- - Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land (approximately 4.4ha) in the 
Green Belt to provide for the longer term employment needs of the District.  As such the approach of both Policy 
options is likely to increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District which would be detrimental in terms of 
increasing local flood risk.   

The two sites at Kingswood Lakeside (Policy Option E5a) identified in Appendix 1- List 8 that are located within the 
Green Belt lie on greenfield land, and mostly outside of floods zone 3.  This is mostly the case for those sites 
identified to be considered outside of Kingswood Lakeside (Policy Option E5b) apart from site CE54 a portion of 
which is located within flood zone 3.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected for both Policy Options on this SA 
objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

- -? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for 
the longer term employment needs of the District.  This area is relatively small (4.4ha) however it could have 
detrimental impacts on the purposes which the Green Belt performs as per the guidance of the NPPF (namely 
preventing urban sprawl and merging of towns and safeguarding the countryside from encroachment in the context 
of this SA objective).   

The sites located around Kingswood Lakeside are not located within close proximity of the Cannock Chase AONB and 
are located within LCTs which have been identified as having moderate sensitivity to new development as per the 
Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District (2016).  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

Policy Option E5b would provide for employment development at locations other than Kingswood Lakeside.  As such 
development would still result in the loss of Green Belt land but these areas may be in closer proximity to the special 
designation landscape of Cannock Chase AONB.  Most of the sites identified are located within LCTs which lie within 
areas which are moderately sensitive to new development in terms of landscape character.  As such this Policy 
Option is more likely to have detrimental impacts on the setting of the local landscape and a minor negative effect 
expected on this SA objective is therefore significant.  The minor negative effect is however uncertain dependent 
upon the exact location of new employment sites which is unknown at this stage 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

- - Policy Options E5a and E5b could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for the 
longer term employment needs of the District.  As such the option of re-using materials already onsite would not be 
present at these locations.  As such a minor negative effect is expected for both of these Policy Options. 
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Justification 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

- -? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for 
the longer term employment needs of the District.  These sites are unlikely to provide access to existing sustainable 
links considering that they are currently undeveloped.  Policy Option E5a would result in most of the employment 
development being focused at Kingswood Lakeside however where much employment development has already 
taken place.  The area in which this development would be focussed through this policy is not located within an 
identified centre (as per Local Plan Policy CP11) and the sites at CE17 and CE18 are not located within close 
proximity of a train station or bus stop.  As such a minor negative effect is expected for this SA objective.  

Policy Option E5b would focus the future employment needs of the District at Green Belt sites away from Kingswood 
Lakeside.  As such these sites may potentially be provided at locations which currently may limit the potential for 
employees to make use of sustainable transport links.  Of the sites considered many (for example NE6, NE9 and 
NE10) are not well related to existing transport links.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact location of new employment sites which 
is unknown. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 As both Policy Options relate to the provision of employment development in the District they are not expected to 
affect the delivery of new housing development.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 As both Policy Options relate to the provision of employment development in the District they are not expected to 
affect the delivery of new education facilities and educational attainment in the District.  A negligible effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 648  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E5
a 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

E5
b

 

Justification 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 These Policy Options relates to the location of new employment development in the District.  Reducing crime and 
fear of crime in Cannock Chase is likely to be influenced by the specific design of new schemes particularly that 
which relates to the appropriate incorporation of green space and the use of appropriate lighting.  These issues are 
unlikely to be influenced by the location of new development in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 0 As both Policy Options relate to the provision of employment development in the District they are not expected to 
affect the delivery of new healthcare facilities and overall public health in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+/- +/-? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for 
the longer term employment needs of the District.  As such both Policy Options may reduce the area of accessible 
countryside for local people to make use of for the purposes of recreation and leisure.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore recorded for this SA objective for both Policy Options.  The minor negative expected in relation to Policy 
Option E5a is expected to be combined with a minor positive effect however given that it would focus the future 
employment provision within the Green Belt in the area around Kingswood Lakeside.  The area at Kingswood 
Lakeside has been identified as being in close proximity to a number of semi-natural open spaces which provide 
access to the public.  One of the identified sites that are located within the Green Belt however contains an area of 
semi-natural greenspace and a number of PRoWs which could be lost through development dependent upon the 
design of any scheme which might come forward.  Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is 
expected in relation to Policy Option E5a for this SA objective. 

A similar overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective for Policy Option E5b 
given that all sites are located in close proximity to existing open spaces and considering that some (for example 
CE19 and NE10) would potentially result in the future loss of existing recreational uses in the District.  The overall 
effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact location of new employment sites which is unknown. 
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Justification 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

- --? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for 
the longer term employment needs of the District.  These sites are unlikely to provide access to nearby existing 
services and facilities for employees during breaks and outside of working hours considering that they are currently 
undeveloped.   

Policy Option E5a would result in most of the employment development being focused around Kingswood Lakeside 
however which is already quite developed mostly for employment uses.  This area is also located between the Local 
Centres (as identified in Local Plan Policy CP11) of Bridgtown and Norton Canes however the sites identified through 
Appendix 1- List 8 are not well related to either centre.  As such employees at these locations would not be located 
within relatively close proximity of existing services and facilities at these Local Centres.  As such a minor negative 
effect is expected for this SA objective.   

Policy Option E5b would focus the future employment needs of the District at Green Belt sites away from Kingswood 
Lakeside.  The sites are located in areas which are less well related to the existing centres of the District with NE6, 
NE9 and NE10 for example all located outside of said centres and not within close proximity of existing sustainable 
transport links.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  This significant negative 
effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact location of new employment sites which is unknown. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

++ ++? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the loss of greenfield land in the Green Belt to provide for 
the longer term employment needs of the District.  Future employment development is constrained at brownfield 
land as a result of issues such as the land supply due to uptake of existing identified sites.  As such providing Green 
Belt sites may be needed to meet the future requirements of economic growth.  Policy Option E5a would focus the 
safeguarding of land for future growth at Kingswood Lakeside which has been identified as a ‘key location’ in the 
ELAA (2016) in terms of potential employment provision and this area also provides access to the strategic routes of 
the M6 Toll motorway and the A5.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective given that it would 
allow for the future economic growth of the District in an area which has been identified as strategically important 
employment location. 

Policy Option E5b would also allow for the economic growth of the District in the future.  However it would be less 
likely to make use of important strategic links in Cannock given that it would safeguard employment land within the 
Green Belt away from Kingswood Lakeside.  The significant positive effect expected in relation to this SA objective is 
therefore uncertain dependent upon the exact location of the safeguarded employment land. 
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Justification 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 As the employment development for which the Green Belt land will be safeguarded for by these Policy Options is 
likely to include B2 and B8 uses it is considered that much of it will be unsuitable for town centre locations.  
Therefore providing this type of development at out of centre locations is not expected to impact upon town centre 
vitality or viability.  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

- -? Both Policy Options considered could potentially result in the safeguarding of Green Belt land for future employment 
uses.  Policy Options E5a would focus sites around Kingswood Lakeside where large areas of employment 
development already exist and a low number of designated heritage assets are present; the Church of St James is 
the closest listed Building and is within 250m of one of the sites, but is screened by tree cover.  In addition, the 
identified sites considered for Policy Option E5a lie within a historic environment character zone which was scored as 
being of moderate value in terms of heritage assets.  Medium to large scale development is likely to have at least a 
moderate impact upon the historic environment at these sites.  As such future employment development at this 
location is less likely to have a detrimental impact on local character and the built and historic environments.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected.  

Policy Option E5b would safeguard Green Belt land for future employment development in the District.  This 
greenfield land may act to provide setting for heritage assets in Cannock dependent upon its location.  The sites 
which have been identified for consideration away from Kingswood have been assessed as mostly lying within areas 
which are of moderate value in terms of heritage assets.  As such new future employment development at these 
locations is likely to have some adverse impact on the local historic environment.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  This minor negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact location 
of land which is safeguarded for future employment use. 
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Issue E6: Should any further policy provisions be made for existing employment sites within the Green Belt? 

Option E6a: Do not develop any further policy provisions for existing employment sites within the Green Belt at this time- rely on LPP1 policy and Design 
SPD guidance.  Address Watling Street Business Park proposals via the site assessment process and keep under review the need for any site specific 
policies. 

Option E6b: Develop further policy provisions for existing employment sites within the Green Belt. 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 requires new developments to successfully integrate with existing trees, hedges and 
landscape features of amenity value and employ measures to enhance biodiversity.  Additional site specific policy 
(potentially relating to the removal of the business park from the Green Belt and relating to limiting harm on 
biodiversity) for Watling Street Business Park proposals may be included as need emerges.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on enhancing/protecting local biodiversity although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments minimises the potential for pollution to 
existing surrounding uses.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the removal of the business park 
from the Green Belt and relating to limiting the potential for pollution) for Watling Street Business Park proposals 
may be included as need emerges.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on minimising pollution although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An 
uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate change impact 
and maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction.  Additional site specific 
policy (potentially relating to the removal of the business park from the Green Belt and allowing for the incorporation 
of sustainable energy measures and promotion of SuDS for example) for Watling Street Business Park proposals 
may be included as need emerges.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b such as the incorporation of renewable energy 
systems could help to maximise the contribution that specific sites have on adapting to climate change, although the 
exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to mitigate climate change impact such as the development 
of SuDS.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the removal of the business park from the Green Belt 
and allowing for promotion of SuDS for example) for Watling Street Business Park proposals may be included as 
need emerges.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on reducing flood risk, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An 
uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to ensure that the design of developments preserves and enhances the landscape, 
scenic beauty and character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its setting.  Additional site specific policy 
(potentially relating to the removal of the business park from the Green Belt and promoting appropriate landscaping 
at the site for example) for Watling Street Business Park proposals may be included as need emerges.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on protecting and enhancing the landscape, although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise opportunities to minimise resource use, mitigate climate change impact 
and maximise energy efficiency to ensure delivery of sustainable design and construction.  Additional site specific 
policy (potentially relating to the removal of the business park from the Green Belt and incorporation of site 
appropriate sustainable building and waste management practices for example) for Watling Street Business Park 
proposals may be included as need emerges.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have in terms of resource efficiency, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and from its 
surroundings, contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with the safety 
of pedestrians, cyclists and other road users in mind.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the 
removal of the business park from the Green Belt and incorporation of sustainable transport infrastructure for 
example) for Watling Street Business Park proposals may be included as need emerges.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on facilitating the use of sustainable transport modes such as cycling and walking, although the 
exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to ensure developments incorporate measures to design out crime and anti-social 
behaviour based upon Police guidance.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the removal of the 
business park from the Green Belt and specific design guidance relating to the site which might reduce the potential 
for crime through the incorporation of better overlook open space for example) for Watling Street Business Park 
proposals may be included as need emerges.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have reducing crime, although the exact measures to be employed are currently uncertain.  An 
uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for physical 
activity and community interaction.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the removal of the business 
park from the Green Belt and specific design guidance relating to the site which might include provision of walking 
routes or open space to encourage recreation for example) for Watling Street Business Park proposals may be 
included as need emerges.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on encouraging physical activity, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD. Policy CP3 seeks to promote ease of access and mobility within the development and from its 
surroundings, contributing to a network of attractive, well-connected spaces in sustainable locations with the safety 
of pedestrians, cyclists and other road users in mind.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the 
removal of the business park from the Green Belt and specific design guidance relating to the site which might 
include specification relating to new cycle paths or walking routes for example) for Watling Street Business Park 
proposals may be included as need emerges.   A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on protecting and enhancing open space, although the exact measures to be employed are 
currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ +? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to optimise the promotion of ‘active design’ increasing opportunities for physical 
activity and community interaction.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the removal of the business 
park from the Green Belt and specific design guidance relating to the site which might include specification relating 
to new cycle paths or walking routes for example) for Watling Street Business Park proposals may be included as 
need emerges.  This would help to promote access to nearby facilities and services.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E6b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have on linking with community services, although the exact measures to be employed are currently 
uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

+ +/-? Policy Option E6a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP8 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP8 of the Local Plan Part 1 seeks to retain and promote diversified ‘B class’ uses in existing and 
developing employment areas of the highest quality to assist the diversification of the local economy.  As it is 
expected that depending upon this policy of the Local Plan and the Design SPD should help to promote economic 
regeneration in the District.  Additional site specific policy (potentially relating to the removal of the business park 
from the Green Belt and what circumstances may allow for the change of use of this site for example as such helping 
provide appropriate protection for this employment use) for Watling Street Business Park proposals may be included 
as need emerges.   A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific requirements under Policy Option E6b, relating to the existing employment sites within the 
Green Belt, may help to maintain local economic growth.  However, creating overly onerous requirements and by 
establishing inflexible requirements for specific sites could make certain areas undevelopable due to high costs of 
implementing measures or as a result of the specific uses of Green Belt sites being unresponsive to changing 
economic needs.  In contrast, site specific design could lead to greater certainty for developers, and therefore make 
development more attractive in terms of providing clear standards which would need to be met.  As such an overall 
mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore likely on this SA objective.  The overall effect is uncertain 
dependent upon measures which would be incorporated into any specific requirements which might result. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Neither of the Policy Options considered would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+ +? Policy Option E4a would require the design of new employment developments to be compliant with Policy CP3 and 
Design SPD.  Policy CP3 seeks to conserve and enhance the local historic environment including reuse of buildings 
and sympathetic repair, using the historic environment as a stimulus to high quality design and enhancing local 
character and distinctiveness.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Creating site specific design requirements under Policy Option E4b could also help to maximise the contribution that 
specific sites have protecting and enhancing the historic environment, although the exact measures to be employed 
are currently uncertain.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Issue BE1: How can the Council support different sectors of the local economy further? 

Option BE1a: Assess submitted sites for potential allocation for recreation/leisure/tourism proposals 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

--? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development which might adversely impact 
on local biodiversity features (for example the potential safeguarding of the route for the Hatherton Branch Canal proposal 
may have detrimental impacts on the Cannock Extension Canal SAC).  Two of the four sites assessed for recreation, leisure 
or tourism purposes are likely to have significant negative effects on biodiversity owing to their location within and close 
proximity to international and nationally designated sites.   The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may 
avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green 
infrastructure which could be promoted through the additional assessment required by this Policy Option.   

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

-? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development which might have adverse 
impacts in terms of pollution in the District (particularly air pollution through increased traffic from tourism and loss of 
greenfield land).  No sites considered for recreation/leisure/tourism are located within or linked to an AQMA or lie adjacent to 
a motorway or A road, so no effects are expected for air or noise pollution.  All the sites identified for 
recreation/leisure/tourism are located on mainly greenfield land that have been classified by the Agricultural Land 
Classification as Grade 4 or non-agricultural land which could lead to adverse effects on soils, so a minor negative effect is 
expected.  Additionally, one site lies entirely within in a Source Protection Zone which could therefore have minor negative 
effects on water quality, however this is uncertain at this stage.   

 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

-- The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development which might have adverse 
impacts, particularly because all of the sites considered for tourism/leisure/recreational purposes are located on greenfield 
land which offers minimal opportunities for the re-use of on-site buildings and materials.  As half the sites are considered to 
be large (30ha or above), a significant negative effect is identified.  
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Justification 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 The Policy Option considered would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

-? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  Sites which are considered for allocation are likely to be assessed for potential impacts 
on flood risk and site appraisal work carried out in this Report found that although all sites are located outside of flood zones 
2, 3a and 3b, they are located on greenfield land.  As development on these sites is likely to include the introduction of 
impermeable ground, a minor negative effect is identified as it could increase flood risk.  This however is uncertain the Policy 
Option supports an assessment of sites proposed for recreation/leisure and tourism which may lead to the inclusion of 
mitigation measures such as the incorporation of SUDs. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

--? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development which might adversely impact 
on landscape character in the District (particularly the AONB the setting of which is especially sensitive to new development).  
The process of assessing sites should however help to prevent unacceptable negative impacts from occurring on the 
landscape in the District.  However, half of the sites are expected to have a significant negative effect as they are located 
either within the Cannock Chase AONB or within areas that have been identified by the Landscape Character Assessment for 
Cannock Chase as being highly sensitive to development.  A significant negative effect is likely on this Policy Option, 
however, it is uncertain as further assessment could recommend that development for recreation/leisure/tourism includes 
mitigation measure such as landscaping. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 The Policy Option considered would not have a direct effect on this SA objective, particularly as all the site options 
considered for recreation/leisure/tourism are located on greenfield land. 
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Justification 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

-? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development which could encourage visitors 
to the recreation/leisure/tourism development to use sustainable modes of transport.  None of the four site options 
considered for these development types is located within 1km of a train station and only one site is within 350 of a bus stop.  
A minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective as further assessment through this Policy Option may lead to the 
provision of sustainable transport nodes.  

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

++? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development which could include affordable 
housing provision.  Half of the four site options that are considered to include recreation/leisure/tourism facilities are also 
large sites that are considered for partial residential use so are therefore likely to incorporate affordable homes, so a 
significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. However, the remaining sites do not include a residential allocation 
and are therefore this effect is uncertain as it will depend on which sites are allocated and how much residential development 
is included within the overall mixed use scheme.  

Overall a mixed effect (significant positive/negligible) is expected on this SA objective.  

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

-? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development that may increase demand on 
educational facilities within close proximity to the site.   Half of the site options proposed to include 
recreation/leisure/tourism facilities are large mixed use sites also being considered for residential use so are therefore likely 
to require access to educational facilities.  These sites however, are not within close proximity (600m) of any educational 
facilities so an uncertain minor negative effect is identified.  Information relating to the likely number of new homes that one 
of the site options would provide for has not yet been supplied and the other site identifies 50 dwellings.  As such it is 
uncertain whether new primary provision onsite would result; the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in 
Cannock Chase.  The remaining sites do not include a residential allocation and are therefore unlikely to have a direct effect 
on this SA objective. 
Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 The Policy Option considered would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

-? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development that may increase demand on 
health facilities within close proximity to the site.   Half of the site options proposed to include recreation/leisure/tourism 
facilities are large mixed use sites that are also being considered for residential use so are therefore likely to require access 
to health facilities.  These sites however, are not within close proximity (600m) of any health facilities so an uncertain minor 
negative effect is identified.  The remaining sites do not include a residential allocation and are therefore unlikely to have a 
direct effect on this SA objective. 
Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

++/-
? 

The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  These types of facilities provided in the District would improve residents’ access to 
opportunities for leisure and recreation and as all sites considered for recreation/leisure/tourism are located within 600m of 
one or more area of open space/PRoW, a  significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  An uncertain minor 
negative effect is also identified as three of these sites also contain an area of open space or PRoW that could be removed 
once development takes place, however this is uncertain at this stage as it will depending on the nature of the mixed 
development.  

Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+/--? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  Included for assessment are a number of mixed use schemes.  The allocation of this 
type of site may allow for future development to include new services and facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The minor positive effect is uncertain given that the exact development which might come 
forward at these sites is unknown.  In contrast, none of the site options in relation to this Policy Option are located within 
any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy CP11, and three sites are 
not located within close proximity to public transport links.  A significant negative effect is therefore also expected on this SA 
objective. 

Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant negative/minor positive) is expected on this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 661  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

B
E1

a 

Justification 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

+ The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  These types of facilities provided in the District would provide a limited number of 
employment opportunities locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 The Policy Option considered would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

--? The Policy Option would result in the assessment of sites which are submitted for potential allocation for 
recreation/leisure/tourism proposals.  This process may eventually lead to new development which might adversely impact 
on built and historic environments in the District.  One of the site options considered for recreation/leisure/tourism contains 
a historic asset which is potentially vulnerable to new development in terms of its significance and that of its setting.  A 
significant negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain as it is dependent upon what is 
considered in the assessment process and the exact details of the locations and type of development which would be 
assessed and in addition, the process of assessing sites should help to prevent unacceptable negative impacts from occurring 
on the built and historic environments in the District. 
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Issue TC1: In terms of proposals for Main Town Centre Uses lying outside of town centre boundaries, should local thresholds for requiring 
an Impact Test be introduced and if so what should these be? 

Option TC1a: Do not introduce thresholds, use the thresholds set by national policy (default 2,500 sqm) 

Option TC1b: Introduce a tiered system of thresholds in line with the recommendations of the retail and Leisure Study 2015 which are: 

• Cannock 1000sqm (gross) 
• Rugeley: 1000sqm (gross) 
• Hednesford: 500 sq m (gross) 
• Other Centres as defined in Local Plan Part 1 Policy CP11: 200sq m (gross) 
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1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective.  

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective.  

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

- + Option TC1a would rely on the threshold set out in the NPPG (2,500sqm) to consider whether a retail impact 
assessment is required for main town centre uses outside town centre boundaries.  This threshold is relatively high, 
therefore the retail impacts of new smaller town centre use developments proposed outside town centres below this 
threshold may not have to be considered which could have detrimental effects on town centre vitality.  A minor 
negative effect is likely.  

Option TC1b introduces a tiered system for different centres rather than relying on the NPPG threshold to determine 
whether a retail impact assessment is necessary, and therefore takes a precautionary approach.  This would ensure 
that town centre use developments outside town centre boundaries above the set thresholds would be assessed in 
terms of their retail impact on town centres prior to developments being consented.  This would help to protect and 
enhance the vitality and viability of town centres, and a minor positive effect is likely. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

0 0 Both options would not have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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Issue GS1: Should LPP2 revise the Green Space Network further and what sites should be considered? 

Option GS1a: Assess the site options set out within the schedule of sites for inclusion/removal (as applicable) within/from the Green Space Network.  
Assess the land at Rawnsley Road/Rugeley Road for both Local Green Space designation and inclusion within the Green Space Network (with only one 
designation being selected at end of the assessment process).  Keep under review the need for additional site designations as part of the LPP2 allocations 
process.   

Note: It is proposed in the Issues & Options consultation document that site C64 is assessed for inclusion within the Green Space Network and Local Green 
Space designations and that CS1 is assessed for inclusion within the Green Space Network.  Conversely site C125 is proposed to be assessed for removal 
from the Green Space Network to be developed for new housing. 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+/- Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).  Through this assessment approach, sites may be added or removed to the Green Space 
Network/Local Green Space designations.     

Land at C64 is located within close proximity of the The Chasewater and Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI while 
CS1 is located within close proximity of Pye Green Valley Site of Biological Interest meaning protecting these areas of green 
space through designation may help to preserve local habitat connectivity.  And therefore a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective.  The removal of land from the Green Space Network at C125 to provide new housing may have 
detrimental impacts on local habitat provision particularly considering that Hawk's Green Nature Reserve (and dismantled 
railway) Site of Biological Interest is located within close proximity of this area. 

Overall a mixed effect (minor positive and minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

- Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

Land that is to be retained is likely to help protect soils from potential future development.  The land at C64 and CS1 is 
however identified as urban land and therefore a negligible effect has been identified in terms of preservation of high value 
soils with regards these sites.  In contrast, land that is being assessed for removal from green space designation at C125 
could be developed in the future.  Th area of this site proposed for development is greenfield land which is classified as 
Grade 3 Agricultural Land and therefore a negative effect is expected in relation to preservation of high value soils overall.   

This policy option could support the future development of site C125 and given that this site links directly the AQMA at 
A5190 a minor negative effect is expected in relation to air pollution.  The removal of this site from those sites which are 
designated within the Green Space Network is not expected to have a direct effect on water pollution so a negligible effect is 
identified for this element of the SA objective. 

Overall a minor negative is expected on this SA objective. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

The removal of site C125 of greenfield land from Green Space Network is unlikely to affect the redevelopment of brownfield 
land in the District and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

+/- Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).     

It is expected that the protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 would help to contribute to the mitigation of climate 
change in Cannock Change by helping to prevent the creation of heat islands in the District thus assisting with regulation of 
local temperature.  As C125 is currently greenfield the removal of this site from the Green Space Network would have the 
opposite effect of addition to this designation in terms of heat island creation. 

Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

- Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).  This policy option would help to preserve existing greenfield land at C64 and CS1.  The 
loss of greenfield land at site C125 for housing development which might proceed due to the loss of the Local Green Space 
designation may however result in an increase in impermeable surfaces in the District.   

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

++ Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).     

The protection of greenfield land in the District is likely to help conserve the landscape character of Cannock Chase.  Site 
C64 is located within close proximity of the AONB but is located within an area which has been identified as being urban in 
the LCA (2016).  Site CS1 is not located within close proximity of the AONB and is also located within an area which has 
been identified as being urban in LCA (2016).  Given that CS1 is relatively large (10.4ha) in size it is expected that the 
protection of both of these areas of greenfield land would play an important role in the conservation of local landscape 
character and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  Although site C125 is greenfield land, it 
is not located within close proximity of the AONB and has been identified in the LCA (2016) as lying within an urban area and 
therefore its removal from the Green Space Network is not expected to have an adverse impact on local landscape character.   

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

The protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 is not expected to have an adverse impact on waste generation in the 
District.  Given that the policy would also assess C125 for removal from the Green Space Network it may allow future 
housing development to occur at this location.  The area of developable land at this site is greenfield however and therefore 
this change in designation is not likely to encourage the re-use of this brownfield land in Cannock Chase.  As such a 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective overall. 
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8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

+ Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

It is not expected that the protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 will have an impact on the use of sustainable modes 
of transport in Cannock Chase.  Given that the policy would also assess C125 for removal from the Green Space Network it 
may allow future housing development to occur at this location.  A number of existing bus stops are will close proximity of 
this location and as such the policy may result in the future use of these services being increased.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

+ Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

It is expected that the protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 would not have a significant adverse impact on 
residential provision in the District given the number of alternative residential site options which are available.  Given that 
the policy would also assess C125 for removal from the Green Space Network however it may allow future housing 
development to occur at this location.  It is anticipated that 6 new homes would be allowed for at this location and therefore 
a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

- Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

The protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 through potential designation within the Green Space Network or as a Local 
Green Space is unlikely to impact upon access to education facilities in the District.  Given that the policy would also assess 
C125 for removal from the Green Space Network however it may allow future housing development to occur at this location.  
This would result in new housing occurring at a location which is not within close proximity of any existing education facilities 
and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options 670  January 2017 

SA Objectives 

O
p

ti
o

n
 

G
S

1
a 

Justification 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 This policy option is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

+/- Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

The protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 through potential designation within the Green Space Network or as a Local 
Green Space may help to benefit local health and mental well-being.  Given that the policy would also assess C125 for 
removal from the Green Space Network however it may allow future housing development to occur at this location.  This 
would result in new housing occurring at a location which is not within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities 
and therefore an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

++/- Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).   

The protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 through potential designation within the Green Space Network or as a Local 
Green Space would have a direct positive effect on this this SA objective.  The removal of the Green Space Network 
designation at C125 may result in the loss of green space which is currently of use to residents for recreational purposes 
however.  Overall a mixed effect (significant positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

++ Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).     

Policy CP5 of the LPP1 states that the land at CS1 will be allocated for use as public open space, sport and recreation 
purposes and it has been masterplanned to include a recreation 'community hub'.  Given that the removal of site C125 from 
the Green Space Network may allow for future housing delivery its location at the southern edge of Hawks Green District 
may to provide future residents with a good level of access to community services and facilities at this location.  Overall a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 This policy option is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 This policy option is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+/--? Option GS1a seeks to ensure that quality green spaces in Cannock Chase are protected from development by either 
designating them under the Green Space Network (sites can only be developed if explicit criteria can be met, such as the site 
no longer being required for recreation and leisure uses) or the Local Green Space designation (development can occur 
under very specific circumstances).     

The protection of greenfield land at C64 and CS1 through potential designation within the Green Space Network or as a Local 
Green Space may help to conserve the existing established character and townscape of the District.  C64 lies within CHECZ 9 
which has been identified as being moderately sensitive to medium to large scale development while CS1 lies within CHECZ 2 
which has been identified as being of low sensitivity to development as per the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009).  
The removal of C125 from the Green Space Network may allow for future residential development at this location.  Given 
that the site is adjacent to the Grade II Listed Building New Hall Farmhouse it is likely to be particularly sensitive to new 
development in terms of the significance of this heritage asset and that of its setting.  Overall a mixed effect (minor 
positive/significant negative) is likely on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that sympathetic design may allow 
for preservation or even enhancement of the identified heritage asset. 
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Issue GS2: How should Green Space Network and Local Green Space site options be assessed? 

Option GS2a: Use the proposed assessment matrices to assess the Green Space Network and Local Green Space site options.  Incorporate these findings 
into the wider Site Assessment Matrix. 

Option GS2b: Use alternative assessment matrices to assess the Green Space Network and Local Green Space site options.   
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

+ ? Option GS2a proposes the use of assessment matrices that have been developed using national planning policy as a 
framework for assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in Cannock Chase.  A minor positive effect 
is likely on this SA objective as the proposed matrix includes two criteria that relate to biodiversity; the first criterion 
requests the assessment to highlight any areas of ecological value such as wildlife or habitats and the final criterion 
asks for any designations such as Nature Reserves to be identified as part of the assessment. 

Option GS2b requests alternative approaches to assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in 
Cannock Chase.  Suggestions are unlikely to be as robust as the proposed assessment outlined in Option GS2a, as 
they may not be based on national planning policy and it is unknown whether biodiversity will be a considered in the 
assessment.  An uncertain effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

3) Ensure 
development makes 
efficient use of 
previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ ? Option GS2a proposes the use of assessment matrices that have been developed using national planning policy as a 
framework for assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in Cannock Chase.  A minor positive effect 
is likely on this SA objective as the proposed matrix includes two criteria that relate to landscape and character; the 
fifth criterion requests the assessment to note the site’s value to the surrounding area and its contribution to the 
visual character. The final criterion asks for any designations such as AONBs to be identified as part of the 
assessment. 

Option GS2b requests alternative approaches to assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in 
Cannock Chase.  Suggestions are unlikely to be as robust as the proposed assessment outlined in Option GS2a, as 
they may not be based on national planning policy and it is unknown whether landscape and character will be a 
considered in the assessment.  An uncertain effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

+ ? Option GS2a proposes the use of assessment matrices that have been developed using national planning policy as a 
framework for assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in Cannock Chase.  The proposed matrix 
includes a criterion that asks whether the site is located within a settlement which thereby ensures that a proportion 
of the District’s population has access to green space.  The provision of green space can improve and mental and 
physical wellbeing so a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

Option GS2b requests alternative approaches to assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in 
Cannock Chase.  Suggestions are unlikely to be as robust as the proposed assessment outlined in Option GS2a, as 
they may not be based on national planning policy and it is unknown whether the provision of green open space will 
be a considered in the assessment.  An uncertain effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

++ + Option GS2a proposes the use of assessment matrices that have been developed using national planning policy as a 
framework for assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in Cannock Chase.  The outcome of the 
assessment will ensure the high quality and high value green spaces are protected and so a significant positive 
effect is likely on this SA objective. The green spaces that do not meet the assessment criteria will be removed from 
the green space designation, however this is unlikely to directly affect this SA objective as the space would be 
removed as it is not serving a green space function. 

Option GS2b requests alternative approaches to assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in 
Cannock Chase.  Suggestions are unlikely to be as robust as the proposed assessment outlined in Option GS2a, and 
so although green spaces will be retained, their quality and value may not be as high as those assessed using the 
proposed assessment. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

+ ? Option GS2a proposes the use of assessment matrices that have been developed using national planning policy as a 
framework for assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in Cannock Chase.  The proposed matrix 
includes a criterion that asks whether the site is located within a settlement which thereby ensures that a proportion 
of the District’s population has access to green space and so a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

Option GS2b requests alternative approaches to assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in 
Cannock Chase.  Suggestions are unlikely to be as robust as the proposed assessment outlined in Option GS2a, as 
they may not be based on national planning policy and it is unknown whether the provision of green open space will 
be a considered in the assessment.  An uncertain effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+ ? Option GS2a proposes the use of assessment matrices that have been developed using national planning policy as a 
framework for assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in Cannock Chase.  A minor positive effect 
is likely on this SA objective as the proposed matrix includes two criteria that relate to landscape and character; the 
fifth criterion requests the assessment to note the site’s value to the surrounding area and its contribution to the 
visual character, including historic landscapes. The final criterion asks for any designations to be identified as part of 
the assessment and this could include Conservation Areas or Scheduled Monuments.  

Option GS2b requests alternative approaches to assessing the Green Space Network and Local Green Space in 
Cannock Chase.  Suggestions are unlikely to be as robust as the proposed assessment outlined in Option GS2a, as 
they may not be based on national planning policy and it is unknown whether historic assets will be a considered in 
the assessment.  An uncertain effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 
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Issue HE1: Should the historic environment act as a catalyst to encourage the positive regeneration of the District, and if so how?  

Option HE1a: Town Centres  

Rugeley: 

• build upon the positives of the recent Partnership Scheme (PSICA) to strengthen the historic town centre core (Feasibility Studies were carried out 
for development at the Old Mill/Canal Warehouse and Heron Court and several historic commercial buildings were repaired giving them new life);  

• promote delivery of opportunity sites included in RTC Area Action plan (following implementation of the Flood Alleviation Scheme) with Development 
Briefs;  

• help deliver other town centre sites to regenerate the town including improved links to the Trent and Mersey Canal;  
• use the Conservation Area Management Plans as a basis to guide development, helping to deliver CP11; 
• Brereton - link to draft Neighbourhood Plan policies with strong heritage focus. 

Cannock : 

• use Conservation Area Management Plans as a basis to guide development helping to deliver CP11; 
• links to the (forthcoming) Cannock Town Centre AAP (promote delivery of opportunity sites). 

Hednesford: 

• link to Neighbourhood Plan policies with strong heritage focus and helping to deliver CP11;  
• promote delivery of development sites. 

Option HE1b: Town Centres + Canals and Collieries 

In addition to the above - 

• Cannock Extension Canal and Grove Colliery – promote this regeneration/leisure opportunity more strongly with Development Brief and/or potential 
CA designation; 

• Brereton Colliery - being assessed a site option for potential leisure proposal (holiday lodges and accompanying recreational uses- see site reference 
RE23). 

Option HE1c: Town Centres + Canals and Collieries + Mineral Lines: 

In addition to the above – 

• Enhance the footway/cycleway network to improve leisure opportunities across District, links between existing routes and with Cannock Chase 
Heritage Trail, access to the countryside, sustainable transport, health and wellbeing benefits, green infrastructure opportunity;  
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1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

0 --?  +/--? Option HE1a is not likely to have direct effects on this objective.   

Option HE1b would encourage residents and visitors to use the Cannock Extension Canal which could 
potentially lead to increased recreational pressure on the Cannock Extension Canal SAC.  A significant 
negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective as it could lead to adverse effects on internationally 
designated species.  This however is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be 
determined until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 
stage.  

Option HE1c would promote the enhancement of footway/cycleway networks and also provide green 
infrastructure as part of a historic environment led approach to regeneration.  This could potentially create 
habitat linkages/connectivity and a minor positive effect is likely.  In contrast, through promoting the 
Cannock Extension Canal, this policy option could lead to increase recreational pressure leading to adverse 
effects on internationally designated species.  A significant negative effect is therefore likely.  This however is 
uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific development 
proposals are made which would occur at planning application stage.  Overall, a mixed effect minor positive/ 
significant negative) effect is therefore expected for Policy Option HE1c.  

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

0 0  0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective.  

3) Ensure 
development 
makes efficient use 
of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

+ +  + All options would provide opportunities for the redevelopment of historic town centre sites as a catalyst for 
regeneration within the District.  This would means that less undeveloped land would be used for new 
development and a minor positive effect is likely for all options.  
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4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0  + Options HE1a and HE1b are not likely to have direct effects on this objective.   

Option HE1c would promote the development of cycleway/footway networks through the regeneration of 
canals and collieries and mineral lines.  This would in turn enable more people to travel through the District 
via sustainable modes of transport and a minor positive effect is likely. 

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 0  + Options HE1a and HE1b are not likely to have direct effects on this objective.   

Option HE1c would provide opportunities for the development of green infrastructure throughout the District.  
This in turn would increase the amount of permeable land which would have benefits for reducing flood risk.  

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ +/--? ++/--
? 

Both options HE1a and HE1b would involve the redevelopment of historic town centre sites as a catalyst for 
regeneration within the District which in turn would help to improve character and distinctiveness of the local 
townscape, therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option HE1c would involve the redevelopment of historic town centre sites as a catalyst for regeneration 
within the District as well as developing the cycleway/footway network and providing green infrastructure 
which in turn would help to improve town centre character and distinctiveness and the quality of the 
landscape.  A significant positive effect is likely.  

However, Site RE23 which would be developed under both options HE1b and HE1c is located within SH17 
(Sandstone Hills and Heaths) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase 
District.  This area has been identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development.  The site is also 
located within the boundaries of the Cannock Chase AONB.  As such a significant negative effect is also 
expected on this SA objective for these two options given that new development at this location may have 
detrimental effects on this designated special landscape.  The expected significant negative effect is uncertain 
given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

0 0 + Options HE1a and HE1b are not likely to have direct effects on this objective.   

Option HE1c would involve enhancing the cycleway/footway network within the District which in turn would 
provide sustainable options of travel throughout the District.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely.  

 

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 + ++ Option HE1a would not have a direct effect on this objective. 

Option HE1b would seek to promote the development of Cannock Extension Canal and Grove Colliery as a 
catalyst for regeneration within the District.  This would be a development which would provide leisure 
opportunities and so a minor positive effect is likely.  

Option HE1c would promote the development of Cannock Extension Canal and Grove Colliery and also seek to 
enhance the cycleway/footpath network within the District which would provide more opportunities for 
encouraging outdoor exercise and healthy lifestyles.  A significant positive effect is likely. 

 

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

0 + ++ Option HE1a would not have a direct effect on this objective. 

Option HE1b would seek to promote the development of Cannock Extension Canal and Grove Colliery as a 
catalyst for regeneration within the District.  This would be a development which would provide recreational 
and leisure opportunities for both residents and visitors to enjoy. A minor positive effect is likely. 

Option HE1c would promote the development of Cannock Extension Canal and Grove Colliery and also seek to 
enhance the cycleway/footpath network within the District which would provide more opportunities for 
encouraging outdoor exercise and healthy lifestyles.  A significant positive effect is likely. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

0 0 + Options HE1a and HE1b are not likely to have direct effects on this objective. 

Option HE1c would seek to enhance the cycleway/footpath network within the District which would provide 
easier access to community services across the District.  A minor positive effect is likely. 
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15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

+ + + All options would provide opportunities for developing historic town centre sites as a catalyst for regeneration 
within the District.  This would help contribute to the District’s local economy as it could provide a limited 
number of employment opportunities.  Minor positive effects are therefore likely. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

+ + + All options would involve the redevelopment of historic town centre sites as a catalyst for regeneration within 
the District.  This would in turn encourage the regeneration of brownfield sites that may have fallen into 
disrepair which would help to enhance the vitality and viability of town centres by encouraging inward 
investment, and all options are therefore likely to have a minor positive effect.  

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

++ ++ ++ All options would provide opportunities for developing historic town centre sites as a catalyst for regeneration 
within the District.  This would help to improve the quality of historic buildings.  All options consider the use 
of Conservation Area Management Plans which would also protect historic sites from development.  
Significant positive effects are therefore likely.  

Issue HE2: Should the sustainable management of change in the historic environment, including the historic landscape, which runs through 
LPP1 be further promoted and encouraged in LPP2, and if so how?  

Option HE2a 

Conservation Area Management Plans and the potential for Article 4 Directions in Conservation Areas plus use of the Design SPD Character Area 
Descriptions and the Local List elsewhere will be used to manage change throughout the District to ensure the local heritage and good design are given 
proper consideration in decision making, in accordance with LPP1, guiding the form and shape of new development in a historic context.  This option 
provides no further elaboration on existing strategic policy. 

Option HE2b 
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In addition to the above, this approach could be further strengthened by providing historic environment guidelines for managing change at relevant 
allocated sites which indicate key matters for consideration by developers. 

SA Objectives 
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

0 0  None of the options would have a direct effect on this objective.  

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

0 0  None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective.  

3) Ensure 
development 
makes efficient use 
of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0  None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0  None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 0  None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

+ ++? Option HE2a would rely on Conservation Area Management Plans plus the use of Design SPD to manage change to the 
historic environment throughout the District.  Protecting the historic environment in this way would help to manage 
and enhance the contribution that historic assets make to the quality of the landscape and townscape and so a minor 
positive effect is likely. 

Option HE2b would not only rely on Conservation Area Management Plans and the Design SPD but would also provide 
historic environment guidelines for allocated sites.  This approach would provide the best opportunity to protect 
historical assets and maintain the contribution they make to the quality of the landscape and townscape and so a 
significant positive effect is likely.  This is uncertain, however, as the site specific measures to protect historic assets 
are not yet known.  

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective.  

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective.  

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 
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15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 None of the options would have a direct effect on this SA objective. 

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+ ++? Option HE2a would rely on Conservation Area Management Plans plus the use of Design SPD to manage change to the 
historic environment throughout the District.  This is likely to result in a minor positive effect on this SA objective.  

Option HE2b would not only rely on Conservation Area Management Plans and the Design SPD but would also provide 
historic environment guidelines for allocated sites.  This approach would in theory provide the best opportunity to 
protect historical assets, however the guidelines which would be implemented at specific allocated sites are currently 
unknown and so a significant positive uncertain effect is likely.  

Issue HE3: Should the wider role for interpretation of the historic environment be maximised and if so how?  

Option HE3a: This option provides no further elaboration of existing strategic policy with interpretation pursued on an ad hoc basis dependent on the 
agreement of interested parties e.g. development proposals in Bridgtown are currently enabling delivery of the Bridgtown Heritage Trail on an ad hoc basis, 
with the Council supporting Bridgtown and District Historical Society to develop the trail via the goodwill of developers funding individual on-site 
plaques/information boards through the use of a planning condition on relevant proposals.  This is dependent on the willingness of developers to take on 
board the heritage aspect and to liaise with the Historical Society. 

Option HE3b: Interpretation could be a requirement at relevant key historic areas and sites with information made publicly accessible in the most 
appropriate way.   
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Justification 

1) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity, fauna 
and flora and 
geodiversity. 

0 0  None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

2) Minimise pollution 
and protect and 
enhance air, water, 
and soils.  

0 0  None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

3) Ensure 
development 
makes efficient use 
of previously 
developed land and 
buildings. 

0 0  None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

4) Adapt to the 
impacts of, and 
minimise factors 
contributing to, 
climate change. 

0 0  None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

5) Reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

0 0  None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  
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Justification 

6) Protect, enhance 
and manage the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape and 
townscape, 
maintaining and 
strengthening local 
distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

7) Make sustainable 
use of resources 
and minimise waste 
generation. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

8) Encourage and 
facilitate the use of 
sustainable modes 
of transport. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

9) Ensure all people 
are able to live in a 
decent home which 
meets their needs. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  
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Justification 

10) Raise educational 
aspirations and 
attainment within 
the District and 
ensure that 
educational 
facilities are 
provided where 
they are required. 

+? + Whilst Option HE3a could provide opportunities for local interpretation/education of historical assets through, for 
example, information boards, it does not place a requirement on developers to do so unless this forms a planning 
condition.  A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

Option HE3b would require interpretation at relevant key historic areas and sites with information made publicly 
accessible and would therefore place a requirement for developers to help to raise awareness of local assets. A minor 
positive effect is likely. 

11) Reduce crime and 
the fear of crime. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

12) Improve public 
health and ensure 
health facilities are 
accessible for those 
in need. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

13) Protect, enhance 
and create open 
spaces for leisure 
and recreation 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

14) Provide easy access 
to community 
services and 
facilities to meet 
people’s needs. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  
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Justification 

15) Help the continued 
regeneration of the 
local economy by 
protecting existing 
employment sites 
and ensuring there 
is adequate 
provision of new 
sites. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

16) Enhance the town 
centres in order to 
protect and 
improve their 
vitality and 
viability. 

0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this objective.  

17) Conserve and 
enhance the built 
and historic 
environment. 

+? + Whilst Option HE3a could help to raise awareness of the conservation efforts and reasons why such assets should be 
protected, it does not place a requirement on developers to do so unless this forms a planning condition for example.  
A minor positive but uncertain effect is therefore likely. 

Option HE3b would require interpretation at relevant key historic areas and sites with information made publicly 
accessible, and would therefore place a requirement for developers to help to raise awareness of local assets and the 
reasons for conservation.  A minor positive effect is likely. 
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  Appendix 11
Equalities Impact Assessment 
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Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2): Equalities Impact Assessment 

1. This appendix presents the findings of an assessment of the likely effects of the Cannock Chase 
(Local Plan Part 2): Issues and Options on equality issues.   

2. The requirement to undertake formal Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA) of plans was 
introduced in the Equality Act 2010, but was abolished in 2012 as part of a Government bid to 
reduce bureaucracy.  Despite this, authorities are still required to have regard to the provisions of 
the Equality Act, namely the Public Sector Duty which requires public authorities to have due 
regard for equalities considerations when exercising their functions.  In fulfilling this duty, many 
authorities still find it useful to produce a written record of equalities issues having been 
specifically considered.  That is the purpose of this appendix. 

3. The Equality Act 2010 identifies nine ‘protected characteristics’ and seeks to protect people from 
discrimination on the basis of these characteristics.  They are: 

• Age 

• Disability 

• Gender reassignment 

• Marriage and civil partnership 

• Pregnancy and maternity 

• Race 

• Religion or belief 

• Sex 

• Sexual orientation 

4. There are three main duties set out in the Equality Act 2010, which public authorities including 
Cannock Chase District Council must meet in exercising their functions: 

• To eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and other conduct that is prohibited 
under the Act. 

• To advance equality of opportunity between persons who share relevant protected 
characteristics and persons who do not share it. 

• To foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and 
persons who do not share it. 

The Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2) 

5. As described in the main body of this SA report, the latest version of the Cannock Chase Local 
Plan (Part 2), the Issues and Options version (January 2017), sets out 43 policy options and 
specific site options have been identified for housing, employment and mixed use development, 
as well as Gypsy and Traveller sites and green space.   

6. The purpose of the Local Plan is to guide development in the District up to 2028.  Strategic 
planning is only one of the functions of Cannock Chase District Council, so it is not expected that 
the Local Plan alone would address all of the duties of the Equalities Act. 

Baseline Information 

7. The Issues and Options version of the Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2) (January 2017) and 
Appendix 3 in the main body of this SA Report set out baseline information about Cannock Chase 
District, including some information relevant to the protected characteristics covered by the 
Equalities Act.  The most relevant information is summarised below. 

• In 2011 the mean age of the Cannock Chase population was 39.6 years.  This compared to an 
England and Wales average of 39.4 years.  In 2011, 16.1% of the resident population in 
Cannock Chase were of retirement age (65 and over) compared with 19.3% in England and 
Wales. 
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• In the 2011 census results 97.7% of the Cannock Chase population was classed as white, 
compared to 85.9% in England and Wales. 

• The health of people in Cannock Chase is varied compared with the England average.  Health 
deprivation is higher than the national average and 17.6% of children (3,085) live in poverty.  
Life expectancy between 2012 and 2014 in the District was 79.3 for men and 83.1 for women, 
which was similar to the national averages of 79.5 and 83.1 respectively. 

8. There is little baseline information available that is directly relevant to other protected 
characteristics including disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, 
pregnancy and maternity, sex or sexual orientation. 

Method 

9. The Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options document has been reviewed to 
consider the likely impacts of the policy options and the site options on each of the nine protected 
characteristics from the Equality Act 2010 listed above.  For each protected characteristic, 
consideration has been given to whether the Local Plan (Part 2) is compatible or incompatible 
with the three main duties set out in the Equality Act 2010. 

10. A colour coded scoring system has been used to show the effects that the Local Plan (Part 2): 
Issues and Options document is likely to have on each protected characteristics, as shown below.  

Score Likely Effect 

+ Positive 

0 Neutral 

- Negative 

Findings 

11. The findings of the equalities assessment are presented in Table A6.1 overleaf.  Although it does 
not directly affect a number of the protected characteristics, the Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and 
Options document has either a positive or neutral relationship with all of the protected 
characteristics considered in this assessment, and is therefore generally compatible with the 
three main duties of the Equality Act 2010. 

12. The Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options does not include any direct or indirect references to 
gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, sex and sexual orientation and 
does not include policy options or site options that are considered to have a direct effect on these 
four protected characteristics.  For the other five protected characteristics, the Local Plan (Part 
2): Issues and Options is likely to have some positive effects as follows. 

13. Those policy options which relate to considering whether or not specific policy 
standards/requirements should be adopted in the Local Plan (Part 2) in relation to residential 
development at allocated sites (Policy Options H2a and H2b), residential development at small 
and windfall sites (Policy Options H3a and H3b) and employment development (Policy Options 
E4a and E4b) are likely to have positive effects in relation to age and disability.  The first policy 
options for these three issues (Policy Options H2a, H3a and E4a respectively) would all rely on 
existing Local Plan (Part 1) policies and Design SPD guidance to influence the design of new 
development instead of introducing site specific standards.  Given that Policy CP3 Chase Shaping 
- Design of the Local Plan (Part 1) requires that mixed uses (which is taken to include both new 
residential and employment development) are promoted in the District and are to be designed to 
appeal to people of all ages regardless of their level of personal mobility, positive effects have 
been identified in relation to age and disability. 

14. The alternative policy options considered (Policy Options H2b, H3b and E4b respectively) in 
relation to these issues are also expected to have a positive effect on the two protected 
characteristics in question as each policy option would result in the introduction of site specific 
policy standards/requirements for each category of development.  The positive effect which has 
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been identified for each of these policy options is uncertain given that the specific policy 
standards/requirements which might be adopted are unknown at this stage. 

15. It is expected that Policy Option AH1a would have a positive effect in relation to age.  This policy 
option would provide interim policy in the Local Plan (Part 2) which makes broad reference to the 
new duties with regards Starter Homes.  As this type of development is available to first time 
buyers under the age of 40, this approach is expected to help this specific age group who 
otherwise are considered more likely to find it difficult to access the housing market. 

16. Policy options which relate to the provision of GTTS development in the District are broadly 
expected to have positive effects in relation to race in Cannock Chase.  Policy options which 
address issues GTTS1, GTTS2 and GTTS3 would help to provide sites or guide the development of 
sites for GTTS accommodation.  Policy Option GTTS1a would provide GTTS sites to help meet this 
need in District the majority of which are within areas which are reasonably well related to 
settlements in the District and as such would provide GTTS sites in more sustainable locations 
with good access to services and facilities.  Policy Option GTTS1b would provide GTTS sites to 
meet local requirements; however the location of these sites is unknown at this stage therefore 
the positive effect is uncertain. 

17. Policy Option GTTS3a would result in no site specific standards for GTTS development being 
adopted meaning existing Local Plan (Part 1) policies and Design SPD guidance would be relied 
upon.  The Local Plan (Part 1) requires the allocation of sites to ensure a five year supply of 
suitable GTTS land is maintained and that appropriate sites are within reasonable proximity of 
existing settlements and provided with access to shops, schools and other community facilities.  
The alternative policy option considered in relation to this issue (Policy Option GTTS3b) is also 
expected to have a positive effect in relation to race as it would result in the introduction of site 
specific policy standards/requirements for GTTS development.  The positive effect which has been 
identified is uncertain given that the specific policy standards/requirements which might be 
adopted are unknown at this stage. 

18. A positive effect has also been recorded for Policy Option GTTS2a in relation to race.  As this 
approach would result in the adjustment of the boundaries of the Green Belt to allow for new 
GTTS development at the sites identified it would help to meet local requirement for this type of 
accommodation.  In contrast Policy Option GTTS2b would result in land being allocated for GTTS 
development within the Green Belt without any adjustment to its boundaries.  This approach may 
mean that new GTTS development at these locations is not in line with national planning policy 
(unless very special circumstances exist) which may result in GTTS requirements in the District 
not being met.  As such this is the only policy option which is expected to have a negative effect 
in relation to any of the characteristics (in this case race) against which it has been assessed. 

19. A large number of other policy options have been considered in the Local Plan (Part 2): Issues 
and Options document.  The remaining policy options do not specifically refer to the protected 
characteristics of the Equality Act but are expected to benefit all people including those covered 
by the protected characteristics in question.  This includes, for example, green space provision as 
well as protection for town centres and the historic environment in the District.  

Consultation on the Local Plan 

20. As well as the content of the Local Plan (Part 2), it is important that the protected characteristics 
of the Equalities Act are taken into consideration when preparing and consulting on the Plan, in 
particular ensuring that all groups of people have the opportunity to access and participate in 
consultations.  
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Table A6.1: Likely effects of the Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options document (policy options) on the nine protected 
characteristics under the Equality Act 2010 

Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Chapter 5: Housing 

H1: Which 
sites should 
be considered 
for allocation 
for residential 
development 
in the Local 
Plan (Part 2) 
to meet 
current 
requirements?  

Option 
H1a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
H1b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options H1a and H1b do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A 
negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

H2: Should 
the Council 
adopt site 
specific 
standards to 
help guide the 
development 
of allocated 
sites? 

Option 
H2a 

+ + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
H2b 

+? +? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Option H2a would result in no site specific standards for allocated housing development sites being introduced which would mean existing Local Plan (Part 
1) policies and Design SPD guidance would be relied upon.  Given that Policy CP3 Chase Shaping - Design of the Local Plan (Part 1) requires that mixed uses 
(which is taken to include new residential development) are promoted in the District to be designed to appeal to people of all ages regardless of their level of 
personal mobility, positive effects have been identified in relation to age and disability.  Additionally Policy CP7 – Housing Choice encourages a range of 
housing options which provide for a choice in homes for the elderly.  This policy option is not expected to influence any of the remaining protected 
characteristics.   

It is expected that similar positive effects on the protected characteristics identified might be achieved through adopting specific standards to guide the 
development of allocated sites.  This effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific nature of the standards which might be adopted. 

Issue H3: How 
can the 
Council 
support the 
development 
of small and 
windfall sites 
further? 

Option 
H3a 

+ + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
H3b 

+? +? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Option H3a would result in no site specific standards for small and windfall housing sites being introduced which would mean existing Local Plan (Part 1) 
policies and Design SPD guidance would be relied upon.  Given that Policy CP3 Chase Shaping - Design of the Local Plan (Part 1) requires that mixed uses (which 
is taken to include new residential development) are promoted in the District to be designed to appeal to people of all ages regardless of their level of personal 
mobility, positive effects have been identified in relation to age and disability.  Additionally Policy CP7 – Housing Choice encourages a range of housing options 
which provide for a choice in homes for the elderly.  This policy option is not expected to influence any of the remaining protected characteristics.   

It is expected that similar positive effects on the protected characteristics identified might be achieved through adopting specific standards (Policy option H3b) to 
guide the development of allocated sites.  This effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific nature of the standards which might be adopted. 

Issue H4: To 
what extent 
should the 
District cater 
for longer 

Option 
H4a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

term needs 
and how can 
the need be 
best met? 

Option 
H4b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options H4a and H4b do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A 
negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue H5: How 
should the 
plan take 
account of the 
housing 
supply 
shortfall 
arising within 
the Greater 
Birmingham 
Housing 
Market Area? 

Option 
H5a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
H5b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
H5c 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options H5a, H5b and H5c do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  
A negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue AH1: 
How should 
the Council 
address the 
need to take 

Option 
AH1a 

+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

into account 
the most 
recent 
changes 
affecting the 
nature of 
affordable 
housing 
delivery? 

Option 
AH1b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Option AH1a would result in interim policy in the Local Plan (Part 2) which makes broad reference to the new duties with regards Starter Homes with an 
appropriate SPD to support this policy.  Given that Starter Homes are sold to first time buyers under the age of 40 this approach is expected to help this specific 
group who otherwise are considered more likely to find it difficult to gain access to the housing market.  A positive effect has therefore been recorded in relation 
to age.  This policy option is not expected to influence any of the remaining protected characteristics. 

Policy Option AH1b would devise policy for Local Plan (Part 2) and would await the Local Plan review to address issues relating to Starters Homes.  As such 
Policy AH1b does not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A negligible effect 
has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue GTTS1: 
Which sites 
might best be 
suited to 
accommodatin
g the required 
pitches and 
plots? 

Option 
GTTS1a 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Option 
GTTS1b 

0 0 0 0 0 +? 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Option GTTS1a would result in the allocation of sites for GTTS provision from the options identified.  These are within the ‘Area of Search’ and as per the 
text of Policy CP7 – Housing Choice of the Local Plan (Part 1) should be within reasonable proximity of existing settlements (in the case of the sites identified in 
the Appendix 2 Consultation Maps four of the six GTTS sites considered are located within the peripheries of the Local Centre at Norton Canes and the District 
Centre at Hawks Green respectively) and with access to shops, schools and other community facilities.  As such this approach would head to meet the identified 
need of 41 residential pitches, 4 travelling show people plots and 5 transit pitches in the District and would provide these sites in sustainable locations.  A 
positive effect has therefore been recorded in relation to race.  This policy option is not expected to influence any of the remaining protected characteristics. 

Policy Option GTTS1a would result in the allocation of sites for GTTS provision outside the ‘Area of Search’.  As per the text of Policy CP7 – Housing Choice of the 
Local Plan (Part 1) the Council seeks to locate sites within reasonable proximity of existing settlements and with access to shops, schools and other community 
facilities.  The positive effect this approach is expected to have in relation to race is uncertain given that the exact location of sites to be allocated is unknown. 

Issue GTTS2: 
How can the 
use of Green 
Belt sites to 
meet Gypsy 
and Traveller 
needs be done 
in accordance 
with national 
planning 
policy 
requirements? 

Option 
GTTS2a 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Option 
GTTS2b 

0 0 0 0 0 -? 0 0 0 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options   700  January 2017 

Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Option GTTS2a would result in the allocation sites for GTTS provision following their removal from the Green Belt.  As such this approach would help to 
meet the identified need of 41 residential pitches, 4 travelling show people plots and 5 transit pitches in the District and therefore a positive effect has been 
recorded in relation to race.   

As Policy Option GTTS2b would allocate sites to provide for GTTS development in the Green Belt but not adjust the Green Belt boundary it would mean the 
development of these sites to support GTTS provide would be unlikely to be in line with national planning policy.  As such development to meet GTTS need in 
the District may not be met and a negative effect has been recorded for race.  This negative effect is uncertain dependent upon whether this development 
would be allowed. 

Issue GTTS3: 
Should the 
Council adopt 
site specific 
standards to 
help guide the 
development 
of new and/or 
extended 
Gypsy and 
Traveller 
sites? 

Option 
GTTS3a 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Option 
GTTS3b 

0 0 0 0 0 +? 0 0 0 



SA of the Cannock Chase  
Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options   701  January 2017 

Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Option GTTS3a would result in no site specific standards for GTTS development being introduced which would mean existing Local Plan (Part 1) policies 
and Design SPD guidance would be relied upon.  Given that Policy CP7 - Housing Choice requires that GTTS development is made through the allocation of sites 
to ensure a five year supply of suitable land is maintained a positive effect is expected in the relation race.  Through this policy the Council is to seek to locate 
sites within reasonable proximity of existing settlements and with access to shops, schools and other community facilities.  As such this approach is expected to 
result in GTTS provision which is reasonably sustainable in terms of its location.  This policy option is not expected to influence any of the remaining protected 
characteristics.   

It is expected that a similar positive effect on race might be achieved through adopting specific standards (Policy option H3b) to guide GTTS development.  This 
effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific nature of the standards which might be adopted. 

Chapter 6: Employment 

Issue E1: 
Which sites 
should be 
considered for 
allocation for 
employment 
developments 
in the Local 
Plan (Part 2) 
to meet 
current 
requirements? 

Option 
E1a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Option E1a does not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which it has been assessed.  A negligible effect 
has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue E2: How 
should the 
shortfall in 
meeting 
current 

Option 
E2a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

development 
needs be 
addressed and 
a supply of 
high quality 
employment 
land be 
ensured? 

Option 
E2b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
E2c 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options E2a, E2b and E2c do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  
A negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue E3: 
Should the 
Council seek 
to protect key 
existing 
employment 
areas? 

Option 
E3a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Option E3a does not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which it has been assessed.  A negligible effect 
has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue E4: 
Should the 
Council adopt 
site specific 
standards to 
help guide the 
development 
of allocated 
sites? 

Option 
E4a 

+ + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
E4b 

+? +? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Option E4a would result in no site specific standards for allocated employment development sites being introduced which would mean existing Local Plan 
(Part 1) policies and Design SPD guidance would be relied upon.  Given that Policy CP3 Chase Shaping - Design of the Local Plan (Part 1) requires that mixed 
uses (which are taken to include new employment development) are promoted in the District and are to be designed to appeal to people of all ages regardless of 
their level of personal mobility, positive effects have been identified in relation to age and disability.  This policy option is not expected to influence any of the 
remaining protected characteristics.   

It is expected that similar positive effects on the protected characteristics identified might be achieved through adopting specific standards to guide the 
development of allocated sites.  This effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific nature of the standards which might be adopted. 

Issue E5: To 
what extent 
should the 
District cater 
for longer 
term needs 
and how can 
the need be 
best met? 

Option 
E5a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
E5b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options E5a and E5b do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A 
negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue E6: 
Should any 
further policy 
provisions be 
made for 
existing 
employment 
sites within 
the Green 
Belt? 

Option 
E6a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
E6b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Options E6a and E6b do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A 
negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue BE1: 
How can the 
Council 
support 
different 
sectors of the 
local economy 
further? 

Option 
BE1a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Option BE1a does not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which it has been assessed.  A negligible 
effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Chapter 8: Town Centres 

Issue TC1: In 
terms of 
proposals for 
Main Town 
Centre Uses 
lying outside 
of town centre 
boundaries, 
should local 
thresholds for 
requiring an 
Impact Test 
be introduced 
and if so what 
should these 
be? 

Option 
TC1a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
TC1b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Options TC1a and TC1b do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A 
negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Chapter 9: Green Space 

Issue GS1: 
Should LPP2 
revise the 
Green Space 
Network 
further and 
what sites 
should be 
considered? 

Option 
GS1a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Option GS1a does not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which it has been assessed.  A negligible 
effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue GS2: 
How should 
Green Space 
Network and 
Local Green 
Space site 
options be 
assessed? 

Option 
GS2a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
GS2b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Policy Option GS2a would set the assessment criteria for the Green Space Network and Local Green Space site options in the District.  Although this approach 
would provide residents with the opportunity to protect specific open spaces in the District it does not include any direct or indirect references to any specific 
group within the local community.  Policy Option GS2b would rely on alternative assessment criteria to assess Green Space Network and Local Green Space site 
options in the District.  A negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Chapter 10: Historic Environment 

Issue HE1: 
Should the 
historic 
environment 
act as a 
catalyst to 
encourage the 
positive 
regeneration 
of the District, 
and if so how? 

Option 
HE1a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
HE1b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
HE1c 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options HE1a, HE1b and HE1c do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been 
assessed.  A negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue HE2: 
Should the 

Option 
HE2a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Issue  Policy 
Option  

Age Disability Gender 
reassign-

ment 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

sustainable 
management 
of change in 
the historic 
environment, 
including the 
historic 
landscape, 
which runs 
through LPP1 
be further 
promoted and 
encouraged in 
LPP2, and if so 
how? 

Option 
HE2b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options HE2a and HE2b do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A 
negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Issue HE3: 
Should the 
wider role for 
interpretation 
of the historic 
environment 
be maximised 
and if so how? 

Option 
HE3a 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Option 
HE3b 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy Options HE3a and HE3b do not include any direct or indirect references to any of the protected characteristics against which they have been assessed.  A 
negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 
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Table A6.2: Likely effects of the Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options document (site options) on the nine protected 
characteristics under the Equality Act 2010 

Site type Age Disability Gender 
reassignme

nt 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

Residential + 0 0 0 0* 0 0* 0 0 

It is expected that new residential development would provide for a mix of housing to meet the needs of younger and older people as per the guidance of 
Policy CP7 in the Local Plan (Part 1).  A positive effect has therefore recorded in relation to age for all residential site options. 

*It is also expected that where residential sites are provided in close proximity to community services and facilities within the District a positive effect could 
result in relation to the provision of services relevant to pregnancy and maternity.  Premises such as community halls for example might be used for 
meetings, classes and activities, thereby providing support and reducing isolation for parents.  Community facilities may also include places of worship which 
would be of benefit for residents in terms of support for religion or belief.  Those residential sites which are located within or at the periphery of the more 
developed areas of the District (Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley as identified in the centres hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy CP11) are 
more likely to provide access to these types of services and facilities and as such a positive effect has been identified for the following residential site options: 

C20; C31; C37; C63; C121; C176; C177; C178; C220(a); C220(b); C272 (Part 2); C342; R9; R16; R18; R18(a); R20; R30; R33; R37; R83; R90; R112 and 
R139. 

Those residential sites which have been identified as being located outside of the settlements set out in the centres hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through 
policy CP11 and not within close proximity of public transport links are less likely to provide access to services and facilities relevant to pregnancy and 
maternity.  Sites outside of these centres and not within close proximity of public transport links are also less likely to provide access to services and facilities 
which may support religion or belief.  As such a negative effect has been identified in relation to both of these protected characteristics for the following 
residential site options: 

R39; R129; N49; and N49(a). 

GTTS 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

New GTTS sites provided in the District would specifically help to meet the accommodation needs of this particular group.  Therefore a positive effect is 
expected for all GTTS site options in relation to race. 

Mixed use 0 0 0 0 +?* 0 0* 0 0 
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Site type Age Disability Gender 
reassignme

nt 

Marriage 
and civil 

partnership 

Pregnancy 
and 

maternity 

Race Religion or 
belief 

Sex Sexual 
orientation 

New mixed use sites in the District may provide space for the provision of community services and facilities.  The improved provision of community services 
and facilities in Cannock Chase could result in a positive effect in relation to the provision of services relevant to pregnancy and maternity.  Premises such 
as community halls for example might be used for meetings, classes and activities, thereby providing support and reducing isolation for parents.  As it is 
unknown what type of development will be provided at all of the mixed use site options considered the effect of this this type of site in the District is uncertain. 

*It is also expected that where mixed use sites proposed to contain residential development are provided in close proximity to community services and 
facilities within the District a further positive effect could result in relation to the provision of services relevant to pregnancy and maternity.  Two mixed use 
site options (CE58/C375 and RE24/R127) which are expected to contain new homes are located within the peripheries of town centre urban edges in Cannock 
Chase.  The higher number of community facilities and services which are likely to be accessible at such locations may also include places of worship.  This is 
expected to be of benefit for residents in terms of support for religion or belief and as such a positive effect is expected for the two sites in relation to this.   

Only one mixed use site option (NE8/N57) which would contain housing has been identified as being located outside of the settlements set out in the centres 
hierarchy in the Local Plan (Part 1) through policy CP11 and not within close proximity of public transport links.  This site is less likely to provide access for new 
residents to services and facilities relevant to pregnancy and maternity or supporting religion or belief.  As such a negative effect has been identified in relation 
to both of these protected characteristics for this one mixed use site option. 

Employment 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

It is not expected that the provision of employment sites in the District will have any direct or indirect effect in relation to any of the protected characteristics 
against which this assessment has been performed.  A negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

Green Space 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

It is not expected that the provision of green space sites in the District will have any direct or indirect effect in relation to any of the protected characteristics 
against which this assessment has been performed.  A negligible effect has therefore been recorded for all protected characteristics. 

 


