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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 15 JANUARY 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
Mawle, D.L. (Chairman) 

Yates, Ms. W. (Vice-Chairman) 
 
 Ball, G.D. 

Easton, Mrs. D.M. 
 Easton, R. 

 

Jones, R. 
Jones, Mrs. A.E. 
Kraujalis, J.T. 
 

By invitation: Councillor A. Williams, Environment Leader 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Burnett, L. W. Bullock and G. R. Martin). 
  
19. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Mrs. D. M. Easton Member of Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Council Personal 
  Member’s Company uses Cannock Chase Council’s 

Waste Disposal Services 
Personal 

    
 R. Easton Member of Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Council Personal 
    
 J. T. Kraujalis Member of Bridgtown Parish Council Personal 
    
 Mrs. A. E. Jones  Member of Hednesford Town Council Personal 
  
20. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 22 November 2007 be approved as a correct record. 
  
21. Christmas Lighting 2007 
  
 The Select Committee received a presentation from Mr. Gordon Stone from Turnock Limited 

on the provision of Christmas lighting in Cannock Chase over the last three years.  It was 
considered that Christmas lighting needed to be improved in a number of areas in Cannock 
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Town Centre, particularly towards the Wolverhampton Road, Midland Bank and Woolworths 
areas. 

  
 The Select Committee were shown pictures of Christmas lighting displays in other local 

authorities that Turnock Limited had supplied.  These used LED lighting in 5 metre lengths of 
mainly blue and white colours which had proven to be very popular and sections could easily 
be replaced should any problems occur. 

  
 The LED lighting was, however, more expensive to purchase but considerably cheaper to run 

as they used very little power; 5/6ths less energy than standard lighting, but ten times more 
expensive to purchase.  Where lights were wrapped around trees they were not taken down, 
saving significantly on costs and reducing the risk of them being damaged.  Canopies were put 
up in some town centres which could be erected and taken down in one day producing a 
saving on costs, rather than the many strings of lights taking days to erect. 

  
 Concern was expressed regarding connecting the lights to an electricity supply and the Select 

Committee were informed that it would not be necessary to have paths dug up.  It was 
reported that some of the lights currently used were 6/7 years old and would need replacing 
shortly.  

  
 The Head of Environmental Services explained that a supplementary budget had previously 

been approved to provide funding for Christmas lighting for the years 2005/06/07.  Turnock 
Limited had been awarded a three year contract which had now expired.  As part of the policy 
options process an amount for this purpose had been included.  Should the Budget be 
approved it was anticipated that a similar amount of funding would be available to be divided 
across the 15 Wards. 

  
 It was reported that a County Councillor had previously provided funding from the Members’ 

Initiative Fund for Christmas lighting and it was considered that County Council Members 
across the District should be approached by Members with regard to this issue.  It was also 
suggested that sponsorship lighting be explored. 

  
 The Select Committee considered that this issue would depend on funding being approved in 

the Budget and that, subject to this, Turnock Limited should be requested to attend a future 
meeting. 
 

 AGREED 
  
 That, subject to funding for Christmas lighting being approved in the Budget, Turnock Limited 

be invited to a future meeting of the Select Committee. 
  
22. Trade Waste Recycling 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Environmental Services (Enclosure 5.1 – 

5.7) of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Waste and Engineering Services Manager informed the Select Committee that Cannock 

Chase Council currently collects trade waste from approximately 100 premises.  A trial 
scheme with ten businesses would be undertaken over a three month period commencing 1 
April 2008.  It was anticipated that this would result in 33.4 tonnes being recycled and 10.3 
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tonnes going to landfill. 
  
 Evaluation of the remaining 90 companies would continue to be carried out and feedback 

would be provided to the Select Committee and to the Chamber of Commerce on this issue. 
  
 It was reported that although trade waste recycling could not be included in the Council’s 

recycling percentages or credits system, the environment would benefit by the diversion from 
landfill and if proved cost effective, savings would be passed on to the end customer.  Landfill 
costs would significantly increase in the future with those increases being passed on to 
customers. 
 

 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Select Committee notes the contents of the report and the forthcoming trial of 

 a Trade Waste Recycling Collection Scheme. 
  
 (B) That a further report on the outcome of the trial be presented to a future meeting. 
  
23. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 The Head of Environmental Services informed the Select Committee that consideration of 

allotment provision had been requested to be included in the Work Programme.  He had 
received the following statement from the Legal & Democratic Services Manager:- 

  
  ‘Whilst the Select Committee has asked for an update report with regards to 

allotments within the District and what proposals the Council is putting 
forward to address various matters relating to them, it has not been possible 
to provide that report at this time. 

 
 There is an ongoing legal issue that has arisen regarding the legal 

ownership of the allotments.  A claim has been made in relation to the 
ownership of a specific number of allotments within the District.  This claim 
is based upon the application of a Statutory Instrument made in 1999.  The 
Council is disputing the claim and the outcome of that dispute has the 
potential to affect the vast majority (or potentially all) the allotments currently 
owned and provided by the Council.  The Legal and Democratic Services 
Manager has advised that in the circumstances, whilst not ideal, it would be 
prudent to await the outcome of the dispute before any fundamental 
decisions relating to any allotments within the District are made. 

 
 The claim is subject to Arbitration and arrangements are being made to 

appoint an Arbitrator on a joint basis.  The hearing of the matter will take 
place thereafter at the earliest appropriate time.  Whilst it is not possible to 
give an exact timescale within which a final decision will be made regarding 
the claim, the Legal & Democratic Services Manager has indicated that the 
arbitration hearing could be listed between March and the end of April 2008 
(subject to the availability of the Arbitrator and no evidential issues arising).’ 
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 The Head of Environmental Services informed the Select Committee that a report on the state 
of bus shelters would be considered at the additional meeting scheduled for 6 March 2008 and 
that a presentation by Greenstar Limited who collect dry recyclables would be received at the 
7 April 2008 meeting together with a report on air quality management. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the statement on allotment provision by the Legal and Democratic Services Manager and 

the Work Programme be noted. 
  

 
 
 

  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


