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Q What exactly are those in control of Cannock Chase DC intending to do with the 

Stadium, the Leisure Centre, the Prince of Wales, etc. and exactly where is the 
money going to come from the finance these schemes? 

  
A  
(a) Stadium 
  
 This will be addressed under Agenda Item 5: Update regarding Cannock Stadium at the 

same meeting. 
  
(b) Leisure Centre (Cannock) 
  
 The priority on this site is to replace the existing 33m pool, trainer pool and supporting 

facilities.  Built in 1974, the pool facility is now showing significant signs of aging and 
does not fully comply with current standards, e.g. disability access. 

  
 The following progress has been made to date: 
  
 • An architect has been commissioned to design a new pool facility. 

 
 • A design plan has been produced. 

 
 • Consultation on the design plan has taken place with the Amateur Swimming 

Association for Staffordshire and the two swimming clubs in the District (Chase 
and Phoenix). 

 
 • The Staffs ASA are satisfied that the design meets the national standards of 

Sport England and both clubs have confirmed their support for the design. 
 

 • Planning permission has been secured at the Council’s Planning Control 
Committee on 28 January, 2009. 

 
 • A bid for funding was submitted to the national Free Swimming Modernisation 

Fund but was unsuccessful; no bid from Staffordshire was shortlisted. 
 

 • Further consultation with the public on the proposals is due to take place later 
this month. 

  
 

(c) Prince of Wales Theatre 
  
 A report will be considered by the Council’s Cabinet in the next three months which will 

identify options and issues associated with the location and financing of a redeveloped 
theatre. 
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(d) Financing 
  
 In the Council Budget meeting held on 25 February, 2009, a fund of £1.1m was 

established to support, amongst other initiatives, the delivery of new leisure facilities.  
This is the Economic, Cultural and Leisure Regeneration Reserve.  The Council’s 
medium term budget also anticipates that future year budgets post 2011/12 will 
generate a financial surplus of nearly £400,000 per annum which could be used to 
finance new leisure facilities if Council so determines. 

  
 Finally, the Council is also exploring the possibility of working with a private sector 

partner and also establishing a charitable trust for leisure services which may provide 
further resources for investment in leisure facilities.  However, no decisions have yet 
been made by the Cannock Chase Council Members on these matters. 

 


