
Cannock Chase Statement of Community Involvement Summary 2018 

  

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 

2004 requires the Council to produce a 

‘Statement of Community Involvement’ (SCI) 

which sets out how the Council intends to 

achieve continuous community involvement in 

the preparation of plans and decision making 

for planning applications. This document is a 

revised and updated version of the Council’s 

SCI adopted in 2014.  

The aim of the SCI is to make 

the planning system accessible 

to a wide range of people, 

leading to communities being 

well informed about how and when they are 

able to take part in the planning process. This 

is intended to result in greater participation 

and a more efficient and inclusive decision 

making process that recognises the varied 

needs of different sectors of the community 

and the fact that some groups are better 

equipped to participate than others. 

 

 

The content of the SCI explains how all 

sections of the community, from individual 

members of the public through to 

representative organisations, have a range of 

better opportunities to participate in planning 

in the District. It deals with community 

involvement in the preparation of the Local 

Plan and Supplementary Planning Documents 

(SPD) and in the determination of planning 

applications as well as community 

involvement in other planning procedures 

such as the Community Infrastructure Levy 

(CIL) and Neighbourhood Planning. Clearly, 

the scale of community involvement in the 

planning system has to reflect the resources 

the Council has available. To ensure the most 

efficient use of resources the approaches 

used have sought to make use of existing 

established networks wherever possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Involving all sectors of the community 

in plan making and decision making has 

benefits for the Council through increased 

awareness of planning issues. It can also help 

to generate a feeling of inclusion by the 

community in policy formulation. People living 

and working in the District can contribute their 

knowledge and understanding of the locality, 

its past and its distinctive and valuable 

features which might otherwise be overlooked. 

Stakeholders also have a key role to play in 

providing expertise in specialist areas that the 

Local Plan team may not have. 

 

Understanding the characteristics of the 

District can help to identify any groups of 

residents who may have particular needs and 

therefore may be ‘hard to reach’. This 

information will assist the Council when 

involving local people in the planning process. 

Appropriate and more intensive methods of 

communication will be required to ensure that 

‘hard to reach’ groups are involved in planning 

processes. Community Involvement is about 

communicating information to people and 

gaining information from people in a 

collaborative process. The aim is to enable 

people of all abilities, colour, race, sex, 

religion, sexuality or age to access information 

which allows them to become involved 

collaboratively in planning the future of the 

District.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

General Standards of Public 

Consultation set out in the SCI include 

placing relevant documents on the Council 

website together with any supporting 

information needed to enable people to 

understand what they are being asked to 

comment on and state where and when 

documentation can be inspected; making 

available all relevant material for inspection at 

the Council Civic Centre in Cannock for the 

period during which comments are being 

sought; and issuing adverts and/or press 

releases to local newspapers circulating in the 

area, as appropriate, advising where and 

when the relevant material can be inspected, 

how copies can be obtained, the closing date 

for representations and where to send any 

representations, and use the Council’s 

website, Chase Matters magazine and social 

media channels to raise awareness of 

consultation events. More specific actions are 

also set out, for example detailing how 

planning applications are publicised and 

describing the decision making process and 

opportunities within it for public involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SCI concludes with reference to 

management and monitoring and a 

statement on data protection. For many 

aspects of the Planning Process we will need 

to gather personal data which we will do in a 

clear and legally compliant manner to fulfil the 

requirements of the General Data Protection 

Regulation which came into 

force on 25th May 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to give us your views 
 

We will be consulting from Monday 2nd July 2018 to Tuesday 28th August 2018.  
 

We will be holding a series of drop in events around the District.  We will publicise these on our 

website and social media pages, via the local press, and via leaflets and posters which we will leave 

at a range of venues in the District. We will also write to / email everyone who is registered on the 

Planning Policy consultation database.  
 

How to Respond 
 

All consultation documents are available to view on the Cannock Chase Council website at 
www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/planningpolicy and at Cannock Chase Council, Civic Centre, Beecroft 
Road, Cannock, Staffs, WS11 1BG as well as in all of the libraries in the district. 
 
To give us your views you will need to fill in a comments form or use our online survey via the web 

link above. Alternatively if you wish we can send you a form to fill in or you can pick one up at our 

drop in events. All information will be used in accordance with our Fair Processing procedures which 

can be seen via the above link and a summary of which will be reproduced on the response forms.   

 

We are currently consulting on: 

 Cannock Chase Local Plan Issues & 

Scope Document  

 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 

Report  

 Statement of Community Involvement 

(SCI) 

 

http://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/planningpolicy

