
1 

Take time to explore 

http://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/visitors
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YOUR How-To-Guide on getting the most out of 
Cannock Chase 
Cannock Chase is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and is located 
within the county of Stafordshire in the West Midlands. The area ofers visitors 
a scenic landscape, the natural beauty of the English countryside and a place to 
enjoy the great outdoors. 

Historically the area was once a royal hunting forest; currently the area includes bracken 
heathland, high sandstone heather, pine plantations and birch woodland. The area is noted 
for its heathland and for providing habitats for wildlife including adders, lizards and nightjar. 
The special qualities relating to the areas landscape, wildlife, cultural heritage and history 
make the Cannock Chase a special place. 

Immerse yourself in an oasis of tranquility or enjoy faster paced, more thrilling activities 
such as horse treking and mountain biking around the miles of exhilarating mountain biking 
and trekking trails to suit all ages and abilities. 

#visitcannockchase Share your photographs of Cannock Chase 

| 

http://www.instagram.com/visitcannockchasec
http://www.facebook.com/cannockchasedc
http:// www.facebook.com/tonydunn270364
http://www.facebook.com/tonydunn270364
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Location of visitor centres 
There are several visitor centres and places of interest around the district. These ofer a great starting point for self-guided walks and family day trips. Click on the points for more information. 

1 Birches Valley 

Cycling on Cannock Chase 

Go Ape 

Museum of Cannock Chase 

SHUGBOROUGH ESTATE 

Chasewater Innovation Centre 

CANNOCK CHASE VISITOR Centre 

Cannock Chase German Military 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

and War Cemeteries 

Hednesford Hills Raceway 

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust’s HQ 

8 

9 
The Wolseley Centre 

Key 

Camping 

Caravan 

Motor home 

Static caravan 

Police station 

Train station 

Maps ‘Not to scale’ 
The Ordnance Survey map data included is provided by Cannock Chase District Council under license from the Ordnance Survey in order to assist visitors and the community to locate car parking and key services. 
Persons viewing this mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice where they wish to license Ordnance Survey map data for their own use. 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/National+Trust+-+Shugborough+Estate/@52.7918633,-2.0167128,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a73337d1b2abf:0x8329bb0abb946d69!8m2!3d52.7918633!4d-2.0145241
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Birches+Valley+Forest+Centre+Car+Park/@52.7515476,-1.977063,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x487a0b6aab21767d:0x7ef4aafaecfa4a8!2sCannock+Chase+Forest!8m2!3d52.7515476!4d-1.9748743!3m4!1s0x0:0x986fc7633b58161f!8m2!3d52.7524665!4d-1.9734038
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Birches+Valley+Forest+Centre+Car+Park/@52.7487885,-1.9828164,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x487a0b6aab27ba63:0x34367391631580d7!2sBirches+Valley,+Rugeley+WS15+2UQ!3b1!8m2!3d52.7508839!4d-1.975142!3m4!1s0x487a0b6b244b4115:0x986fc7633b58161f!8m2!3d52.7524673!4d-1.9734031
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/search/Cannock+Chase+German+Military+and+War+Cemeteries/@52.7382373,-2.0264889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Chasewater+Innovation+Centre/@52.6617961,-1.9448704,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4870a0f5a8197645:0x2f27e468514f2ece!8m2!3d52.6617961!4d-1.9426817
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hednesford+Hills+Raceway/@52.7086077,-1.979784,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x487a0ab685f09601:0x70cc7f69c75cbdc7!2sHednesford+Hills+Raceway!8m2!3d52.7086077!4d-1.9775846!3m4!1s0x487a0ab685f09601:0x70cc7f69c75cbdc7!8m2!3d52.7086077!4d-1.9775846
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Museum+Of+Cannock+Chase/@52.7020149,-2.0285973,14z/data=!4m18!1m12!4m11!1m3!2m2!1d-2.0284086!2d52.6919382!1m6!1m2!1s0x487a0acc74caf80f:0x21c048fe7f82cc75!2sThe+Museum+Of+Cannock+Chase+Valley+Road!2m2!1d-1.990547!2d52.712195!3m4!1s0x487a0acc74caf80f:0x21c048fe7f82cc75!8m2!3d52.712195!4d-1.990547
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Wolseley+Centre+-+Staffordshire+Wildlife+Trust/@52.7803907,-1.9672632,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a0c852a934e57:0xed59d7ce8cd1af1c!8m2!3d52.7803907!4d-1.9650745
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Go+Ape+Cannock/@52.7537646,-1.982143,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a0b6aab18c9b3:0x54d6927691ecb0bb!8m2!3d52.7513293!4d-1.972467?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Birches+Valley+Forest+Centre+Car+Park/@52.7515476,-1.977063,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x487a0b6aab21767d:0x7ef4aafaecfa4a8!2sCannock+Chase+Forest!8m2!3d52.7515476!4d-1.9748743!3m4!1s0x0:0x986fc7633b58161f!8m2!3d52.7524665!4d-1.9734038
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Birches+Valley+Forest+Centre+Car+Park/@52.7487885,-1.9828164,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x487a0b6aab27ba63:0x34367391631580d7!2sBirches+Valley,+Rugeley+WS15+2UQ!3b1!8m2!3d52.7508839!4d-1.975142!3m4!1s0x487a0b6b244b4115:0x986fc7633b58161f!8m2!3d52.7524673!4d-1.9734031
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Go+Ape+Cannock/@52.7537646,-1.982143,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a0b6aab18c9b3:0x54d6927691ecb0bb!8m2!3d52.7513293!4d-1.972467?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Museum+Of+Cannock+Chase/@52.7020149,-2.0285973,14z/data=!4m18!1m12!4m11!1m3!2m2!1d-2.0284086!2d52.6919382!1m6!1m2!1s0x487a0acc74caf80f:0x21c048fe7f82cc75!2sThe+Museum+Of+Cannock+Chase+Valley+Road!2m2!1d-1.990547!2d52.712195!3m4!1s0x487a0acc74caf80f:0x21c048fe7f82cc75!8m2!3d52.712195!4d-1.990547
https://www.google.com/maps/place/National+Trust+-+Shugborough+Estate/@52.7918633,-2.0167128,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a73337d1b2abf:0x8329bb0abb946d69!8m2!3d52.7918633!4d-2.0145241
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Chasewater+Innovation+Centre/@52.6617961,-1.9448704,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4870a0f5a8197645:0x2f27e468514f2ece!8m2!3d52.6617961!4d-1.9426817
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Chasewater+Innovation+Centre/@52.6617961,-1.9448704,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4870a0f5a8197645:0x2f27e468514f2ece!8m2!3d52.6617961!4d-1.9426817
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/search/Cannock+Chase+German+Military+and+War+Cemeteries/@52.7382373,-2.0264889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hednesford+Hills+Raceway/@52.7086077,-1.979784,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x487a0ab685f09601:0x70cc7f69c75cbdc7!2sHednesford+Hills+Raceway!8m2!3d52.7086077!4d-1.9775846!3m4!1s0x487a0ab685f09601:0x70cc7f69c75cbdc7!8m2!3d52.7086077!4d-1.9775846
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Wolseley+Centre+-+Staffordshire+Wildlife+Trust/@52.7803907,-1.9672632,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a0c852a934e57:0xed59d7ce8cd1af1c!8m2!3d52.7803907!4d-1.9650745
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Chasewater+Innovation+Centre/@52.6617961,-1.9448704,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4870a0f5a8197645:0x2f27e468514f2ece!8m2!3d52.6617961!4d-1.9426817
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1 Birches Valley 

Birches Valley Forest Centre is an excellent starting point for an exhilarating 
day out on Cannock Chase. From the Midlands best bike trails and woodland 
walks to adventure play and Go Ape we’ve got a great day out just waiting 
for you. 

There’s lots to see and do including our Fairy Trees, Grufalo sculpture and Play Houses, 
to the picturesque Sherbrook Valley with its mixture of woodlands and open heathland. 
Bring along your dog and see if you can complete our Dog Activity Challenge! 

We have a wide variety of walks including our 1 mile Zog Activity Trail. £3 Activity packs 
available. For more information visit www.forestryengland.uk/cannock-chase-forest/ 
zog-activity-trail-cannock-chase 

Birches Valley is also the home to Birches Valley Café, Swinnerton Cycles Bike Shop and 
Go Ape. 

Opening Times 

The car park is open all year from dawn to dusk. Pay and Display charges apply. 
For more information, please contact: 

Forestry Commission, Birches Valley Forest Centre, Birches Valley, Rugeley, WS15 2UQ.

 Info-cannock@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

0300 067 4340

   www.forestry.gov.uk/cannockforest 

www.facebook.com/cannockforest 

http://www.forestryengland.uk/cannock-chase-forest/zog-activity-trail-cannock-chase 
mailto: Info-cannock@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
http://www.facebook.com/cannockforest
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Birches+Valley+Forest+Centre+Car+Park/@52.7487885,-1.9828164,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x487a0b6aab27ba63:0x34367391631580d7!2sBirches+Valley,+Rugeley+WS15+2UQ!3b1!8m2!3d52.7508839!4d-1.975142!3m4!1s0x487a0b6b244b4115:0x986fc7633b58161f!8m2!3d52.7524673!4d-1.9734031
http://www.twitter.com/ForestryCommEng
www.facebook.com/cannockforest
www.forestry.gov.uk/cannockforest
www.forestryengland.uk/cannock-chase-forest


2022 Commonwealth Games 
Over 11 days, 17 diferent sports will take place from 17 July - 7 August across 
Birmingham and the West Midlands with athletes from 71 nations and countries 
arriving for the Games and millions will be tuning in to watch this momentous 
sporting event. For more information visit www.birmingham2022.com/ 

We have routes to suit all abilities and ages, relaxing family rides around the Fairoak 
Pools and through the picturesque valleys on the Sherbrook trail. 

The Fairoak Trail covers 2.5 miles of the forest, with the easy path leading into the 
magnifcent valley and past the pretty Fairoak Pools. The area is home to tons of 
species including deer, woodpeckers and adders. 

Sharing a path with the Fairoak Trail to begin with, the Sherbrook Trail ofers two routes 
to choose from: the Pepper Slade loop and the Abraham’s Valley loop. 

At 7.5 miles, the Pepper Slade loop is the shorter of the two, but still takes in the beautiful 
Sherbrook Valley. The Abraham’s Valley loop is 12.5 miles and includes the Stepping Stones. 

Swinnerton Cycle Centre 

Contents

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Cycling on Cannock Chase 

Cannock Chase is the premier location for mountain biking in the West 
Midlands and will be a mountain biking venue for the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games. This is the largest sporting and cultural event to come to the region. 

For serious mountain bikers we have two red graded trails ‘Follow the Dog’ and 
‘The Monkey Trail’. These have been built in partnership with local volunteer group 
‘Chase Trails’ to ofer riders an exciting challenging ride. 

Swinnerton Cycle Centre, based at Birches Valley, have experts on hand who can provide 
information and tuition for all abilities, tips on service and maintenance, hire facilities, 
bike wash and much, much more. For more information please call 01889 575170 
or visit www.bikechase.co.uk. 

Parking for the cross country trails is available at the 
Birches Valley Visitor Centre (postcode WS15 2UQ). 
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http://www.bikechase.co.uk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Birches+Valley+Forest+Centre+Car+Park/@52.7487885,-1.9828164,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x487a0b6aab27ba63:0x34367391631580d7!2sBirches+Valley,+Rugeley+WS15+2UQ!3b1!8m2!3d52.7508839!4d-1.975142!3m4!1s0x487a0b6b244b4115:0x986fc7633b58161f!8m2!3d52.7524673!4d-1.9734031
www.bikechase.co.uk
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Conservation area
 (Please keep to paths) 

Leisure Cycling Trails 

Explore 
Cannock Chase trails 

Little 
Haywood Trail information 

NMilford 
From Birches Valley 
Forest Centre 

Route to Health 
1.6km/1 miles y Ca 

S5 An easy, mostly fat, circular arts trail 
Wolsey Bridges Pub, 

Garden Centre 
& Wolsey Centre 

created by local artists, students, 
schools and community groups. Seven Springs 
The unique art pieces are all 

S4 Stepping Stones themed around health issues and 
are designed to generate interest in 
areas such as exercise, relaxation, 
mental health and a healthy heart. 
Includes the popular ‘Fairy Trees’. 

Conservation area Fairoak Trail • • •
(No public access) 

4km/2.5 miles 

An easy circular trail that takes in 
the magnifcent Fairoak Valley and 
pools, a rich and important habitat 
that is home to many wildlife 
species. The area has an interesting 
coal mining past and was theRugeley 
location of a colliery in the late  
19th century. This trail also provides 
access to the Cannock Chase Visitor 
Centre at Marquis Drive and to the 
blue graded Sherbrook Trail. 

S6 

Slitting 
Mill Sherbrook Trail • • • 

Birches Valley Pepper Slade loop:  
Forest Centre 12km/7.5 miles Silvertrees static 

caravan site (Distances include Fairoak Trail) 
S7 (some for hire) Abraham’s Valley loop:The Horns PubPingle 20km/12.5 miles 

Slade 
(Distances include Fairoak Trail) 

Swinnerton 
Cycles Forest road and multi-use trail 

This trail takes in the picturesqueS2 Tackeroo 
caravan siteKatyn Sherbrook Valley with its mixture  

of woodlands and open heathland.  
Two loops are available, the shorter 
Pepper Slade loop and the longer 

Memorial F1 

Springslade 
Lodge Abraham’s Valley loop which  

visits the Stepping Stones and S1 F2 
Abrahams Valley. 

War 
Cemeteries Chase Heritage Trail • • • 

Birches Valley to Rugeley  
3km/2 miles 

Birches Valley to Marquis Drive Cannock Chase 
Pye Green Visitor Centre 3km/2 miles

Tower 
Birches Valley to Hednesford  
8km/5 miles 

This linear trail linking the towns  
of Cannock and Rugeley passes 
through Cannock Chase Forest 
taking in sites of historic interest 
along the way. This trail helps 
explores the people, places and 
events that have made Cannock 
Chase and the surrounding areaPye 

Green 0m 200 400 600 800 1km what it is today. 

Waymarkers 

Multi-use trail 

Car park 

Pay car park 

Toilets 

Information 

Visitor centre 

Key 

Orientation 
posts 

Forest road 
Bridleway 

Cycling facilities Walking trails  

Cycle hire View point  
Hednesford

Cycle wash Camp site  

Picnic area Caravan site  

Play area Refreshments   
Hednesford Cannockstation 

Follow the Forest Code 
u  Guard against all risks of fre
u Protect and respect

wildlife, plants and trees
u  Keep dogs under control 
u  Take your litter home
u  Respect the quiet of the forest
u  Take only memories away

A working forest 
Cannock Chase Forest is sustainably managed 
and more trees are planted to replace those 
cut down for timber. Good forest management 
benefts a wide range of wildlife and provides a 
landscape for people to enjoy. Remember, this is 
a working forest so access may be occasionally 
restricted and trails diverted. Please pay 
attention to and obey all forest signage. 
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Mountain bikers are asked to show consideration to other forest users whilst on the shared trails and to avoid the more sensitive area of 
Cannock Chase such as the areas of open Heathland. Trails starts at Birches Valley Forest Centre. For more information on volunteering with Chase Trails 
visit www.chasetrails.co.uk 

Cross Country MTB Trails 

Trail information 
From Birches Valley
Forest Centre

 Follow the Dog 
10.8km/6.7 miles 75% singletrack  
One way MTB trail

N Cannock Chase’s original and much 
loved dedicated mountain bike trail.  
A technical singletrack mountain bikeRugeley trail which includes technical trail 
features. Built and maintained by 
volunteer group Chase Trails, Follow 
the Dog is constantly evolving and 
being improved. Current highlights 

P l a y
Forest 
office a r e a

Entrance 
Birches 
Valley Cafe 

include the ‘High Voltage’, ‘Bomb 
Hole’ and Son of Chainslapper’. 

Trail 
Swinnerton start 

Cycles  The Monkey Trail

22.8km/14.2miles 80% singletrack 
Slitting (Distance includes Follow the Dog)Birches Valley 

One way MTB trailForest Centre MillTree house 
education The Monkey Trail start is reached Hideaway 
centre Silvertrees staticclassroom 

caravan site via the Follow the Dog Trail. More 
(some for hire) 

The Horns Pub physically and technically demanding 
Pingle Slade than Follow the Dog, this singletrackRock ‘N’ Rollers

Are We 
There Yet? mountain bike trail contains technical 

Twist & Shout trail features and several blackD5
Pain in The 

options (all black options and 
technical trail features rejoin the main 

Hardtail 
Let Loose 

Tackeroo 
Seven trail). The Monkey Trail was built andcaravan site StegosaurusDwarfs 

designed in partnership with Chase 
Trails and features technical rock 
gardens, boardwalks, jumps and 
drops. The trail finishes with the 
awesome ‘Lower Cliff’ descent. 

D4 Snow White 

Son of 
Chainslapper 

D1 

Watch Out Trolls! 

Stile Cop Bike ParkS1 

Stile Cop features several extreme/ 
bike park graded downhill trails.D2 

Evil Slab Breeze Expect large, unavoidable technical 
Time For The Trees 
A Brew trail features which require 

High commitment and are not suitable for 
Billy Goats Gruff Voltage 

Bomb 
Hole inexperienced riders. Stile Cop has 

Aunt been developed and managed in 
Flow 

Uncle partnership with Chase Trails. 
Arthur SC2 

D3 
Zig Zak Devil’s SC1 KeyStaircase 

Insidious 
Incline Stile CopCannock Chase KitBag Hill M9 

M8M1 Bike Park
Visitor Centre Lung 

Buster Pay car park Play area 

M2 

Tight 
Squeeze 

Rainbow 
Valley 

Over The Gully
Rainbow 

Pot of OriginalGold Monkey 

M3 

Woodbank 

Monkey’s 
M4 Uncle 

M7 
Upper Cliff M6 Camping & 

Caravanning Club site 

Snap It 
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Cycle wash 

Walking trails 

View point 
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types of bike. 
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Go Ape. The UK’s No.1 Forest Adventure 
Go Ape Forest Segway 

Jump on board an all terrain, electric ‘Segway’ for a guided forest safari. From £35 
per rider (over 10 years/ 7 stone). 

• 1 hour
• All ages
• All terrain segways - 10.5mph.

Price From £35 

Go Ape Tree Top Challenge 

With a dizzyingly high zip line of 260m, it’s no wonder that Cannock Chase 
attracts some of the most intrepid thrill-seekers looking to lose themselves 
in the experience ofered at this challenging site. 

• 3 hour challenge
• 1500M tree to tree travel
• 260M Zip line
• 10+ Years

Price £33 (16+ yrs) 
£25 (Under 15 yrs) 

Go Ape Tree Top Adventure 

Being one of the newest additions to the trail family, our Cannock site 
ofers everything your eager young explorers need for an exciting 
outdoor expedition. 

• 1 hour long
• 5.2M high
• 80.4M Zip Line
• All ages (supervision required)

Price From £19 
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Go Ape hut 

Opening Times 

Vary depending on daylight hours. 
Refer to the website for more information and bookings.

  0845 643 9148

    www.goape.co.uk/cannock

  www.facebook.com/goapetribe

 www.twitter.com/GoApeTribe 
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Museum of Cannock Chase 

The museum site was once home to the Valley Colliery, the training pit for 
thousands of young men beginning their working lives in the local coal 
industry. 

The pit has gone and in its place are over 30 acres of green space on the edge of Cannock 
Chase, at the gateway to the Hednesford Hills Nature Reserve. 

Today the hills form one of the last remaining areas of heathland in Britain. 

With free entry to the museum and a year-round programme of activities it is a great day 
out for the family!  

The Museum’s focus is on local history, with particular emphasis on coal mining, social 
history and toys & games from the past, as well as an exciting temporary exhibition and 
family events programme. 

Full listings are available on their website, or visit their Facebook page for up to date 
information. 

Opening Times 

Easter to September (spring and summer seasons): Every day, 11am to 5pm (last entry 4.30pm). 

October to Easter (autumn and winter seasons): Monday to Friday, 
11am to 4pm (last entry 3.30pm). 

They are closed for two weeks over Christmas and New Year. 

For more information, please contact: 

Museum of Cannock Chase, Valley Road, Hednesford, Stafordshire, WS12 1TD 

museumofcannockchase@ihlmail.org 

 01543 877666

   www.museumofcannockchase.org/ 

                 www.facebook.com/MuseumofCannockChase/ 

3 

Enjoy our cakes, hot & cold drinks, ice creams and snacks in our Cofee Shop 

FREE 
ENTRY 
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An Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, those landscapes considered most 
valuable are protected as National Parks or AONBs. Cannock Chase AONB was 
designated in 1958 because of its beautiful landscape, history and wildlife. 

Important both locally and nationally, the Chase depends upon sensitive use and management 
to help conserve and enhance its special qualities, such as 
it’s peaceful and wilderness feel, its variety of habitats and its unusual 
plant and animal species. 

The heathland includes a mixture of heather, bell heather, crowberry, cowberry and the rare 
“Cannock Chase berry” as well as grasses, scrub, such as gorse and bracken, and scattered silver 
birch trees. 

For further details please contact: Cannock Chase AONB Unit on 01785 619185 or visit 
www.cannock-chase.co.uk 

The Cannock Chase SAC (Special area of conservation)

The heathlands across Cannock Chase are among Europe’s rarest habitats and 
home to some of our most endangered animal and plant species. Special areas 
of conservation (SAC’s) are strictly protected sites designated under the EC 
Habitats Directive 

Many of these habitats and species are legally protected and a great amount of work is being 
done to safeguard their future. To ensure these wild areas and beautiful animals will be around 
for future generations to enjoy we ask that all visitors remain on the footpaths, refrain from 
littering, keep your dogs on leads and clear up your dogs mess. 

Cannock Chase 
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Shugborough Estate 

Journey through the historic estate of Shugborough and participate in the 
nation’s best ‘upstairs downstairs’ experience. Set in 900 acres of stunning 
parkland and riverside gardens, an elegant mansion including Lord Lichfeld’s 
private apartments, working servant’s quarters, farm with rare breed animals 
and mill are brought to life by costumed characters. 

Opening Times 

Opening times vary; please check the website for accurate times. 

For more information, please contact: 

Shugborough Estate, Milford, Staford, ST17 0XB 

Enquires@nationaltrust.org.uk

  0344 800 1895

    www.nationaltrust.org.uk/shugborough-estate

  www.facebook.com/ShugboroughEstateNT 
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Chasewater Innovation Centre 

Chasewater Innovation Centre is an environmentally friendly visitor 
and conferencing centre situated in a prime location at the entrance to 
Chasewater Country Park and Reservoir. 

The visitor centre has a café, gift shop, a changing programme of temporary exhibitions, 
recreational workshops and is open seven days a week. 

Leisure pursuits within the country park include walking, cycling, angling, sailing, water 
skiing, crazy golf, boating, wake boarding, pedal go-kart track, and a heritage steam 
railway. The Country Park is also recognised by Natural England as a Site of Special 
Scientifc Interest (SSSI) for its unique and varied ecological habitat. 

Opening Times 

Mon to Fri (all year) 9am-4pm 

For more information, please contact: 

Chasewater Innovation Centre, Chasewater Country Park, Pool Lane, Nr Brownhills, WS8 7NL. 

Chasewater.ic@stafordshire.gov.uk 

01543 370737 

www.enjoychasewater.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ChasewaterCountryPark 

www.twitter.com/SCCChasewater 
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Cannock Chase Visitor Centre 

The Visitor Centre and Café at Marquis Drive is open seven days a week and 
is the starting point for numerous self-guided walks and family cycling 
trails, including routes for people with disabilities. 

The facilities at the visitor centre include a shop which sells maps and souveniers, 
toilets with disabled provision, picnic sites, BBQ stands, an adventure playground and a 
reconstructed Great War Hut (Limited opening). There are also Electric scooters available 
free of charge for people with mobility problems. 

The County Coucil Countryside Service organises a programme of walks and events across 
the County, details of these are published in a free leafet which is available from all 
Visitor Centres on the Chase. 

Opening Times 

Summer: 10am-5.30pm | Winter: 10am-4pm 

Please note that during the winter months, the Visitor Centre 
(not the Café) will be closed for lunch between 1pm-1.30pm. 

For more information, please contact: 

Cannock Chase Visitor Centre, Marquis Drive, 
Hednesford, WS12 4PW 

Visitor Centre: 01543 876741 

Café: 01543 878690 
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Cannock Chase Visitor Centre 

Contents

 
 

 

 

  

14 

https://www.google.com/maps?client=firefox-b-d&channel=crow&q=Cannock+Chase+Visitor+Centre,+Marquis+Drive,++Hednesford,+WS12+4PW&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi7uN788NLjAhWDoXEKHYthAagQ_AUIESgB


Cannock Chase German Military and War Cemeteries are one of the few 
dedicated military cemeteries in the UK. 

The German Military Cemetery opened in 1967 to accommodate German nationals who lost 
their lives in the UK during the two World Wards and contains some 5,000 graves (including 
42 Austrians). 

The cemetery was established during the First World War, when a large military camp at 
Cannock Chase became the base for the New Zealand Rife Brigade. The site also had a 
prisoner-of-war hospital. Both camp and hospital used the burial ground. The cemeteries are 
cared for by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission and open all year round. There are 
no toilet or refreshment facilities at the cemeteries. 

For more information and opening times, please visit: www.cwgc.org 

Cannock Chase German Military 
and War Cemeteries 

The German Military Cemetery 
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Hednesford Hills Raceway is an oval, short-circuit motor racing venue and is 
situated on Cannock Chase. 

With over 50 years of Motorsport history, Hednesford Hills Raceway is the fastest quarter-mile 
oval in Europe, many cars achieve high speeds around its steep banked turns, you have to be 
see it to believe it! Hednesford Hills has provided amazing racing and great entertainment 
from Stock Cars, Hot Rods and Bangers with a huge variety of other attractions in between, 
including annual frework displays. 

The raceway is located approximately 1-mile from the town of Hednesford, Stafordshire, 
England and is operated by Incarace Ltd. 

For more information about events taking place at the raceway, please visit the website. 

For more information or to see their event listings, please contact: 

Hednesford Hills Raceway, Cannock, Reservoir Rd, Hednesford WS12 1BF 

01543 422046

  www.spedeworth.co.uk/incarace/venue.php 

Hednesford Hills Raceway 8 
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Staffordshire Wildlife Trust’s HQ 
The Wolseley Centre 

The Wolseley Centre is one of Stafordshire’s hidden gems and completely 
free to visit. Set in 26 acres of beautiful grounds made accessible by a 
network of fat footpaths. 

The Wolseley Centre is a place where you can visit and discover lots of diferent wildlife 
habitats, including peaceful woodlands, tranquil lakes and lush wet meadow. Inside 
visitors will fnd a gift shop selling a range of nature inspired products, gift ideas, 
drinks and snacks.  

Opening Times 

Open daily 10am-4pm all year round. (Closed Christmas Day & Boxing Day) 

For more information & bookings, please contact: 

Stafordshire Wildlife Trust, The Wolseley Centre, Wolseley Bridge, 
Stafordshire, ST17 0WT.

  01889 880100

    www.stafs-wildlife.org.uk

  www.facebook.com/StafsWildlife

  www.twitter.com/StafsWildlife 

The Wolseley Centre 
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McArthurGlen - Heritage trail 
Note - there are route changes taking place near the McArthurGlen Designer Outlet 
Village in Cannock. A contribution of £900,000 has been allocated from McArthurGlen 
for the creation of a new footpath and cycle course serving as the route for new 
Heritage trail running through the adjoining Mill Green Nature Park, it will also 
include new park benches, lighting and signage. For more information about the 
contributions please visit 
www.mcarthurglen.com/en/outlets/uk/designer-outlet-west-midlands/news/ 
the-local-community/ 
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Cannock Chase Heritage Trail 

To experience the history and beauty of Cannock Chase take a walk or cycle 
along the Cannock Chase Heritage Trail*. The 10 mile trail is suitable for 
walkers and cyclists, and mostly accessible for wheelchairs, the walk takes 
in the historic sites as well as providing the chance to explore the beautiful 
landscape of Cannock Chase. 

To fnd out more, please visit: www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/heritagetrail 

*Way marked signs are currently under review.
All walkers and cyclists participate at their own risk.

Cannock Chase Heritage Trail includes a short section between Hednesford Park 
(pictured above) and Rugeley Road (A460)
Cannock Chase Heritage Trail includes a short section between Hednesford Park 
(pictured above) and Rugeley Road (A460) 
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Did you know... 
Most of the walks are FREE and 
you get to enjoy the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
that is Cannock Chase! 

Cannock Chase *Please note that all walkers participate at their own risk. 
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CHASE FIT 

The Chase Fit Walking Scheme is a community walking scheme that runs walks 
in the Cannock Chase district. The Chase Fit website provides information about 
walking groups, arranges routes and activities to get everyone walking. 

Did you know... 
All our walks are led 
by fully trained walk 
leaders, and have a walk 
and talk ethos. 
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CASTLE RING 

This Green Flag Heritage Award winning site is over 2,000 years old and 
is set within Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It is the 
highest point on Cannock Chase at 240m above sea level. There are views 
over the Beaudesert Old Park and the Trent Valley area. 

The site is believed to have been occupied between 500BC and 43 AD, and is one of the 
earliest pieces of evidence of settlement in the Cannock area. It was built by the resident 
Brythonic tribe of the area, the Cornovii. It was likely the site was a combination of 
defensive feature, ceremonial site, stockade, communication beacon and symbol of 
power to those who saw it. Their main residence was a hill fort on the Wrekin (near 
present day Telford) which stood near the centre of their tribal lands, while Castle Ring is 
near their borders with the neighbouring Coritani tribe. 

Wildlife 

The site is also an SBI (Site of Biological Importance). The nature of the site has lead to a 
variety of small but distinct habitats from sphagnum bog and acidic grassland, to areas 
which are more like heathland. This variety provides home to a range of birds, mammals, 
reptiles and invertebrates. These habitats are fragile and easily damaged so please keep to 
the main paths. 

Parking 

The reserve is found just at the edge of the village of Cannock Wood. There is a large free 
car park, of Holly Hill Road and opposite the Park Gate Inn. 

To fnd out more, please visit www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/castlering 

Contents

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

20 

https://youtu.be/8XGjo6cVp64
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Castle+Ring/@52.7131403,-1.940098,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a0a5cb39ae4b5:0x25f47ef77bb89cf1!8m2!3d52.71284!4d-1.93483!5m1!1e4
http://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/castlering


Sherbrook Valley, Cannock Chase 
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Map of Cannock Chase 
Cannock CHASE DISTRICT 
The town comprises four District council electoral wards and 

Tixall Shugborough Keythe Cannock South ward includes the civil parish of Bridgtown. Little 
A513 Milford Haywood CampingCannock is served by a railway station on the Chase Line which 

A513 Caravan 

connects Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley. 
Motor home 

Static caravan 

Police stationA51 
Train station 

There are several parish and town councils in the District: A51 
Brocton 

Cannock Chase 
Holiday Cottages

Rugeley, Hednesford, Brereton and Ravenhill, Bridgtown, Brindley Heath 
Cannock Wood, Norton Canes, Heath Hayes and Wimblebury. 

AONB Rugeley 
Bednall 

Silver 
Trees 

P 

A51A34 Springslade 
Lodge 

Tackeroo 
A460 

Armitage 

A51Upper 
Longdon 

To Penkridge 
A34 

A460 
Rugeley, Towers Business Park Photo courtesy of Carole and David Perry Hazelslade 

Huntington 
HednesfordOther great attractions in Cannock Chase include*: 

Gentleshaw 

Burntwood 

Hednesford Park - www.friendsofhednesfordpark.org.uk/ 

CannockRavenhill Park - www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/ravenhillpark 

Cannock Park - www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/cannockpark 
Heath Hayes 

A5190Heath Hayes Park - www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/heathhayespark 

Cannock Leisure Centre - www.chaseleisurecentre.org/ 

Rugeley Leisure Centre - www.rugeleyleisurecentre.org/ A5 

Cannock Cinema - https://cannockcinema.co.uk/ElectricPalaceCannock.dll/Home M6 Toll 

Norton Canes 
Planet Ice Icerink - https://planet-ice.co.uk/locations/cannock/ 

Great WyrleyKids 2 Play - www.kidz2play.co.uk/ A5 to Lichÿeld, 
Tamworth & M42 A5 

The Beach Hut (Soft play) - https://thebeachhut.uk.com A452
Maps ‘Not to scale’ Little Wyrley 

* updated 13.08.2019 - note that this is not an exhaustive list 
The Ordnance Survey map data included is provided by Cannock Chase District Council under license from the Ordnance Survey in order to assist visitors and the community to locate car 
parking and key services.  Persons viewing this mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice where they wish to license Ordnance Survey map data for their own use. 22
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Parking locations 
1  Avon Road - WS11 1LF 
2  Backcrofts - WS11 1LF 

3  Beecroft Road - WS11 1JP 
4  Railway Station, Girton Road - WS11 0EN 

5  Front & Side of Council Civic Ofces - WS11 1BG 
6  Rear of Council Civic Ofces, Brunswick Road - WS11 1BG 

7  Danilo Road - WS11 1AA 

Cannock Town Centre Partnership 
Cannock Town Centre Partnership are supporting improvements to the Town Centre including 
initiatives that increase footfall and improve the visitor experience with a clear focus on 
making Cannock Town Centre an attractive place to eat, drink, shop and visit. 
Facebook www.facebook.com/Our-Cannock-2382604701962862/. 

Cannock town centre 

Cannock Town Centre 

Cannock, on the southern edge of the Chase, ofers a wide variety of choice to 
the discerning shopper combining high quality shopping malls and a traditional 
market. In the heart of Cannock’s conservation area, a mix of bars and cafes 
complement the other town centre attractions. 

History 
In the 17th and 18th centuries Cannock was renowned as a spa town owing to the quality 
of its water supply pumped from the Conduit Head building in the town centre. Landmarks 
including St. Luke’s Church, the bowling green and the White House were features of Cannock 
at this time, when the town centre was located at High Green. The development of the coal 
industry saw the expansion of the town from the 1850s onwards. 
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Parking locations 
1  Railway Station, Anglesey Street - WS12 1AB 
2  Shoppers Car Park, Anglesey Street - WS12 1AS 
3  Rugeley Road, Rugeley 
4  Victoria Street (Rear of bus station) 

Hednesford town centre  Photo courtesy of John Kraujalis 

Hednesford Town Centre 

Hednesford ofers a variety of specialist and traditional shops and cafes and 
is the ideal starting point for visitors to the area as it is the gateway to the 
Chase. Hednesford is also the home to the Museum of Cannock Chase which 
illustrates the rich industrial heritage of the area and ofers an information 
point for visitors. 

1 

4 

3 
2 

Hednesford Partnership 
Hednesford in Partnership (HiP) is a newly formed organisation, set 
up with the intention of bringing together groups already actively 
working in the community, to encourage collaboration and a more 
streamlined way of working.For more information visit 
www.hednesfordinpartnership.co.uk/ 

History 
Hednesford rose to prominence in the eighteenth century as a location for racehorse 
training when the centre of the village was the Cross Keys Inn.  Local historian Anthony 
Hunt records that the opening of the railway station in Hednesford in 1859 and the 
development of collieries in the late 1860s were both central to the development of the 
town as we know it today. 

The Post Ofce opened in 1862 followed by the Market Hall in 1872. There were more than 
50 shops on Market Street by 1881 serving a population of over 6,000 residents. Hednesford 
Town Centre has undergone much redevelopment in recent years including the opening of 
new retail units on Victoria Street and the regeneration of 
Hednesford Park. 

Source: Anthony Hunt, Twentieth Century Hednesford (Including Hazel Slade, Pye Green, Rawnsley & Wimblebury), (Mount Chase Press, 2016); 
Hednesford Town Centre, Cannock Chase Heritage Trail 
www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/custom/HeritageTrail/hednesford_town.html 
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http://www.hednesfordinpartnership.co.uk/


Rugeley town centre 

History 
Rugeley has been a busy market town since the thirteenth century and is characterised 
today by its historic streets and distinctive buildings, including a medieval street pattern 
and sixteenth century cottages alongside Victorian frontages. The town saw a growth in 
population and prosperity in the nineteenth century when, for a period, hat making was the 
dominant manufacturing industry in the town. 

The development of new streets and buildings in the twentieth century and the removal of 
trafc from the town centre in the 1970s contributed to shape the town centre as we know 
it today. The town centre was made a Conservation Area in 1973 in recognition of its special 
architectural and historic interest. 

Source: Cannock Chase Council, Rugeley Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal (April 2012); Rugeley Town Centre, Cannock Chase Heritage Trail 
www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/custom/HeritageTrail/rugeley_town.html 

Rugeley Action for Business 
Rugeley Action for Businesses is a group to 
help promote Rugeley as a town. For more 
information visit www.facebook.com/ 
RugeleyActionforbusinesses/ 

Parking locations 
1  Forge Road - WS15 2JP 

2  Market Hall - WS15 2DJ 
3  Market Street - WS15 2JH 

4  St, Josephs Church, Lichfeld Street - WS15 2EH 
5  St. Pauls Road - WS15 2WE 

6  Taylors Lane - WS15 2BX 
7  Brewery Street - WS15 2DY 

8  Taylors Lane - WS15 2AA 

Rugeley Town Centre 

Rugeley, nestling on the northern side of the Chase, has been a busy market 
town since the 13th century. Today a bustling market operates three days a 
week from the market square. Throughout the town centre, major retail chains 
mix with the small friendly locally owned shops. The Trent and Mersey canal 
fows through the town, adding to the peaceful setting. 
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4 

3 
6 

2 
7 
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http://www.facebook.com/RugeleyActionforbusinesses/
http://www.facebook.com/RugeleyActionforbusinesses/


Accommodation providers location map 
Whether you are looking for a cosy farmhouse bed and breakfast, or a sophisticated contemporary hotel, we’ve got a range of accommodation for couples, families and groups. 
You might be wanting to sit in front of a log fre on the Chase, or be closer to the bustle of the town center, we’re sure you’ll fnd something that’s just right. 

Contents26 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=11kS7JR-pBUqtZPOjgQh36K6Aadd42B8e&ll=52.73109680963646%2C-1.9723721000000296&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=11kS7JR-pBUqtZPOjgQh36K6Aadd42B8e&ll=52.73109680963646%2C-1.9723721000000296&z=12


Cannock Chase 

Accommodation in and around Cannock Chase 
Hotels/B&B’s/Guest House

        Cross Keys Inn 
This Grade II listed building has been an established hostelry for the 
past 400 years. 

42 Hill Street, Hednesford, Cannock, Stafs, WS12 2DN 
Tel: 01543 879534 
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http://www.coppersendguesthouse.co.uk
http://www.coltonhouse.com
http://www.cedartreehotel.com
http://www.thebarnshotel.co.uk
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=11kS7JR-pBUqtZPOjgQh36K6Aadd42B8e&ll=52.73109680963646%2C-1.9723721000000296&z=12
http://www.coppersendguesthouse.co.uk
http://www.coltonhouse.com
http://www.cedartreehotel.com
http://www.thebarnshotel.co.uk
http://www.thecottagebandbcannock.co.uk
http://www.thecottagebandbcannock.co.uk


Pye Green Tower

        Joshua Tree Motel 
Located in the heart of Hednesford Town, close to shops, restaurants, 
bars and surrounded in the idyllic backdrop of Hednesford Hills. 

9 Market Street, Hednesford, Stafs, WS12 1AY 
Tel: 01543 428340 |  07837 981741 

Accommodation in and around Cannock Chase 
Hotels/B&B’s/Guest House (continued) 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=11kS7JR-pBUqtZPOjgQh36K6Aadd42B8e&usp=sharing
http://www.hibirminghamnorth.com
http://www.oakfarmhotel.com
http://www.theoldepeculiar.co.uk 
http://www.premierinn.com
http://www.premierinn.com
http://www.longdonoldhall.co.uk


Accommodation in and around Cannock Chase 
Hotels/B&B’s/Guest House (continued) 
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Cannock Chase 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=11kS7JR-pBUqtZPOjgQh36K6Aadd42B8e&usp=sharing
http://www.romanwayhotel.co.uk
http://www.travelodge.co.uk
http://www.roadchef.co.uk
http://www.tuktawa.co.uk
http://www.premierinn.com


Accommodation in and around Cannock Chase 
Self Catering, Caravan & Camping 

Cannock Chase 
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=11kS7JR-pBUqtZPOjgQh36K6Aadd42B8e&ll=52.73109680963646%2C-1.9723721000000296&z=12
http://www.cannockchaseholidaycottages.co.uk 
http://www.dalraddycottage.com
http://www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk
http://www.blithfieldlakesidebarns.co.uk 


Accommodation in and around Cannock Chase 
Self Catering, Caravan & Camping 

Limited opening dates 

Hednesford Hills 
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Hednesford Hills
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=11kS7JR-pBUqtZPOjgQh36K6Aadd42B8e&usp=sharing
http://www.stablescourt.co.uk
http://www.springsladelodge.co.uk 
http://www.silvertreesholidaypark.co.uk
http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Hotel_Review-g504158-d1062695-Reviews-Silver_Trees_Holiday_Park-Rugeley_Staffordshire_England.html
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/tackeroo 


Where to Eat in Cannock Chase 
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http://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/visitors/where-eat
http://www.ratemyplace.org.uk
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Distances to Cannock Miles KM 

Birmingham 20 32 

London 131 211 

Manchester 70 112 

Bristol 101 163 

Source: Auto Route Express 

1 mile is equal to 1.609km/1km is equal to 0.621 miles 

Distances to Cannock Drive time* Miles KM 

Manchester Airport 1 hr 25 mins 63 101 

Birmingham Airport 40 mins 30.5 49 

East Midlands Airport 1 hr 5 mins 55.4 89 

*Drive time by car is approximate depending on trafc, road works and route variations 
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Cannock Chase lies close to a superb rail and road 
network providing easy access. 

The A5 and A34 trunk roads, M6 and M6 Toll provide east-west 
and north-south routes and being close to the M54, provide 
rapid access to Telford and beyond. The M6toll is a free-fowing 
route in and around Birmingham, whether you’re driving long 
distance or heading in to the heart of the midlands. For more 
information visit www.m6toll.co.uk 

London 

Birmingham 

Oxford 

Telfordd 

Cannock Chase 
AONB 

Highway updates 
For the latest trafc and highway updates visit www.highwaysengland.co.uk 

Traveline 
Plan your journey from door to door across Great Britain, see the diferent ways you could travel, and view 
your journey on a map. Visit www.traveline.info/ 

Swift Card 
Swift is the largest smart card scheme in the UK (outside of London). Swift smart card travel scheme can be used 
on bus services in the Cannock Chase District and can be purchased online, visit www.myswiftcard.com 
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http://www.m6toll.co.uk
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk
http://www.traveline.info/
http://www.myswiftcard.com
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www.highwaysengland.co.uk
www.m6toll.co.uk
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Useful contact numbers 

Economic Development Service, Cannock Chase Council, Civic Centre, PO Box 28, 
Beecroft Road, Cannock, Stafordshire, WS11 1BG. 

Email visit@cannockchasedc.gov.uk 

01543 464523 

www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/visitors 

         www.instagram.com/visitcannockchase 

For information on public transport, please call 08712 002233 or visit 
www.travelinemidlands.co.uk 

Access for people with disabilities: 
Stafordshire County Ranger Service 01543 876741 / 871773 

Cannock Chase Deer information 

In the event of hitting a deer please call the 
below numbers: 

If in the road: 999  | If on the side of the road: 101 
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