
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum 
 

Time: 7.00 pm 

Date: Tuesday, 11 September, 2012 

Venue: Council Chamber, Rugeley Town Council, Taylors Lane, Rugeley 
WS15 2AA 

 

 

You are invited to this meeting to consider the matters listed on the agenda below.   

* Would Town / Parish Clerks please ensure that copies of the papers are forwarded to their respective 
Councillors. 

 

 

 

S.G. Brown 

Chief Executive 

               
  

AGENDA 
 
 

 1. Apologies 
 
 

 2. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 
Voting by Members 
 

To declare any personal or prejudicial interests in accordance with the Code of Conduct and 
any possible contraventions under Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992. 
 

Under the Code of Conduct, if you declare a personal interest, you may remain in the meeting, 
take part in the debate and vote. If you declare a personal and prejudicial interest, you must 
withdraw from the meeting and not take any part in the debate. 
 

 3. 
 

Notes 
 

To receive the Notes of the meeting held on 11 June, 2012 (Enclosed). 
 



 

 

 4. Matters Arising (Not Otherwise Covered on the Agenda) 
 

 5. Question Submitted by Mr. A. Wharton, Local Resident 
 
“The public were invited to see plans for the regeneration of Rugeley about 3 – 4 years ago.  
What has happened to the plans; and will the regeneration still take place?” 
 
The Planning Department has provided the following response to Mr. Wharton’s question: 
 
As part of the Local Development Plan process to set future planning policy for the District an 
Area Action Plan (AAP) is being prepared for Rugeley Town Centre. Public consultations on 
the plan were undertaken in 2008 (Issues and Options), 2009 (Preferred Options) and 2010 
(Pre Publication Draft).  
 
In moving the AAP forward it has now been combined with the former Core Strategy setting 
planning policy for the whole District and will be published for further consultation in August 
2012. The combined document is now called Local Plan Part 1 and reflects new national policy 
set out in the recently published National Planning Policy Framework.  
 
The AAP aims to regenerate Rugeley’s historic town centre and make more of the canalside 
east of the centre, as well as improving the linkage between the two areas.  
 
Some aspects of the plan have already been progressed, including: 
 

• Planning approval for a new Tesco store on the former Celcon blockworks site east of 
the canal. Construction is due to start in Feb/March next year with an opening date in 
September 2013. Planning obligations required to accompany this development will 
provide an improved pedestrian route between Leathermill Lane and Rugeley Town 
Centre, a cycle route along Leathermill Lane, improvements to the canal towpath and 
some environmental improvement of the town centre, 

• A partnership scheme established with English Heritage to provide grants for the repair 
and reinstatement of certain commercial properties in three of the town’s conservation 
areas. Grants have been offered to the first four properties and work is expected to 
commence shortly, 

• A feasibility study to assess potential viable uses for the former canal warehouse. The 
study will be completed later in 2012. 

 
 6. Question Submitted by SCC Councillor G. Martin 

 
“Can Cannock Chase District Council please update me on the erection of the barbed wire 
fencing around the Cricket Club in Chaseley Road, Rugeley.  I have had many complaints 
from residents living in the area about what they consider an eyesore, and the fact that they 
were not consulted beforehand.” 
 
Mr. Tony McGovern, Corporate Director, Cannock Chase District Council has provided a 
written response to Councillor Martin, a copy of which is attached to this agenda.  A Planning 
Officer will also be in attendance to address residents’ concerns. 
 



 

 

 7. Question Submitted by Mrs. P. Edgington, Huntsmans Walk, Rugeley 
 
“1. 14, Burnfield Drive, Rugeley.  Can something please be done to cut back foliage which 

now means the public have to walk on the bank to avoid. 
 
2. Stinging nettles.  Bottom end Huntsmans Walk to centre path Green Lane playing 

fields. 
 
3. The Council are still not cutting the grass where the leak was due to Council failure to 

remove rocks.” 
 
The following feedback has been received from Officers of the District Council and County 
Council in respect of the above questions: 
 
1. Burntfield Drive (Response from SCC Highways) - There are no highway hedges along 

this section however there is some shrubbery / overhang from properties etc.   
The area will be inspected and the County’s Neighbourhood team will carry out 
maintenance works where applicable. 
 

2. Huntsmans Walk / Green Lane (Response from CCDC Parks & Open Spaces) – This 
work has now been done. 
 

3. Green Lane Playing Fields (Response from CCDC Parks & Open Spaces) – The matter 
is still under investigation by South Staffs Water and so no reinstatement has occurred; 
hence the Council is unable to cut the grass.  Officers have met them (SSW) on site 
and are awaiting determination of where the feed is in the ground in order that it can be 
capped off. 

 
The County Council has also advised that any cases, such as 1 or 2, above can be reported 
directly to the Highways Hotline in the first instance on 0300 111 0820, where the resident will 
be given a reference number and an Inspector will investigate. 
 

 8. The Old Chancel, St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 
 
The Venerable Chris Liley, Archdeacon of Lichfield, or a representative, has been invited to 
attend to update the Forum on progress made in respect of fund raising efforts for the 
preservation of, and possible development opportunities for, the Old Chancel.  
 

 9. Illegal Money Lending 
 
Presentation and Q & A session by Nadeem Mahammed, LIAISE Officer, England Illegal 
Money Lending Team, to raise awareness of the issues associated with illegal / unregulated 
money lending. 
 

10. Community Safety Partnership Update 
 
A Community Safety Partnership representative(s) will provide an update on Partnership 
activities and answer questions. 
 



 

 

11. Questions for Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust 
 
Mr. Robert Courteney-Harris, Medical Director, will be in attendance to answer questions and 
provide an update on Trust related matters. 
 

12. Questions for Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 
 
The following question has been submitted by CCDC Councillor Brian Bottomer: 
 
“Could the Highways Department please advise the Forum of its policy / service level 
agreement(s) in respect of gulley and drain cleaning.  In particular, what is the agreed 
frequency of cleaning for different road categories?”   
 
Response provided by Mark Keeling, Community Highways Liaison Officer, Staffordshire 
County Council. 
 
This is a difficult question to answer and it is understandable that there have been different 
answers. 
 
Historically we had a gully list which our gully team went around on a cyclic basis. However 
following ad-hoc requests from officers, Cllrs, Parishes and the public, the team constantly 
were being pulled away to action ad-hoc requests. This sometimes meant the team could be in 
Kinver and get called to Rugeley to do a single gully and then get called to Featherstone and 
so on. This lead to a lot of lost time and to the expense of the program. 
 
We are currently trialling a new system of "Zonal" working where the team will work an area 
and clean all gullies in that area on a set program. We are trying to accommodate any urgent 
or ad-hoc requests within that zonal working, for example before going into Cannock / 
Hednesford we would filter off all the Cannock ad-hoc Gully issues and they would hopefully 
action those whilst working in that zone. Whilst the system ensures gullies within areas are 
being checked it may mean there is a delay with ad-hoc requests. 
 
However the last couple of months have been difficult and the severe weather conditions have 
caused significant issues with the gully emptying schedules, as the number of ad hoc 
complaints has increased dramatically. We had hundreds of calls following the recent rainfall 
levels, some of these calls were warranted others were just capacity issues during heavy 
rainfall that many systems cannot cope with, many of the gullies visited were not blocked but 
took time to clear following heavy rainfall which is understandable. 
 
We are dealing with the requests on a priority basis and as above attempting to clear as many 
issues as possible. 
 
It is fair to say that some gullies need cleansing 2-3 times a year, others may only need a 
clean every 2 years, I would like to think that each gully has at least one visit per year. 
 
(Please note:  Without knowing questions in advance, the Staffordshire County Council 
representative may be unable to provide an immediate response, which may result in 
feedback being given at the next meeting.)  
 



 

 

13. Question(s) for Staffordshire Police 
 
Members of the public are invited to ask questions of the representative(s) from Staffordshire 
Police in relation to local policing matters. 
 

14. Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service 
 
No questions have been submitted in advance; therefore, the Fire & Rescue Service may not 
send a representative to the Forum.   
 

15. Any Other Business 
 

16. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Monday, 26 November, 2012  Venue:  TBC. 

17. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
 
Members of the public are invited to raise items at this point on the agenda or to take away 
and complete and return the forms provided for this purpose.  Submission of written questions 
in advance will ensure that appropriate representatives can be invited to attend meetings to 
debate the issues and answer any specific questions. 
 



 

 

 
To: 

Councillors: 
 

Jones, R.  (Chairman) 
Johnson, J.P.  (Vice Chairman) 

 
Allt, Mrs. A. Fisher, P.A. 
Bennett, C. Grocott, M.R. 
Bottomer, B.H. Lovell, A. 
Davies, D.N. Molineux, G.N. 
Dudson, A.  

 
Officers: 
 

 

Mr. K. Lawlor Head of Environmental Services 
Mr. S. Partridge Democratic Services Manager 
  

 
Other Invitees: 
 

(Where possible, papers will be sent by e-mail.) 

Mr. A. Burley Member of Parliament (Cannock Chase Constituency) 
Miss N. Somani Clerk to Rugeley Town Parish Council 
(Town Councillors * Rugeley Town Council – via Clerk) 
Mr. P.G. Davies Clerk to Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council 
(Parish Councillors * Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council – via Clerk) 
Mrs. T. Williams Clerk to Brindley Heath Parish Council 
(Parish Councillors * Brindley Heath Parish Council – via Clerk) 
Cllr. R. Easton Staffordshire County Councillor 
Cllr. G. Martin Staffordshire County Councillor 
Ms. M. Raftery / R. Harris Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 
Mrs. A. Schulp Staffordshire County Council 
Insp. C. Ellerton Rugeley Police 
Sgt. J. Browning Rugeley Police 
Mr. D. Davis Staffordshire Police Authority Lead Member for Rugeley 
N. Pedersen Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service 
K. Staples Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Chief Executive South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
Mrs. P. Hadley Crimestoppers Regional Manager 
Ms. V. Singleton Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
Mr. K. Parson Chase Council for Voluntary Services 
Mrs. M. Lucas Town Centre Operations Manager 
Ms. A. Ames Chairperson, Chase Tenants and Residents Federation 
Mrs. J. Stephenson Chairperson, Springfields Residents Association 
Mr. A. Derry Chairman, Area Tenants and Residents Collective 
  

 
Note: The person to contact about the agenda and documents for this meeting is Steve Partridge, Civic Centre, 
Beecroft Road, Cannock Tel. 01543 462621 or e-mail stevepartridge@cannockchasedc.gov.uk 
 
Date Despatched:  3 September, 2012 


