
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Rugeley & Brereton 
Community Forum 

 

Time: 7.00 pm 

Date: Monday, 23 June, 2014 

Venue: Main Bar Area, Rugeley Rose and Community Centre, 
Taylors Lane, Rugeley WS15 2AA  

 

You are invited to this meeting to consider the matters listed on the agenda below.   

* Would Town / Parish Clerks please ensure that copies of the papers are forwarded 
to their respective Councillors. 

 

 

 

S.G. Brown 

Chief Executive 

               
 
  

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Appointment of a Chairman and Vice Chairman 
 
To appoint Ward Members as Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Community 
Forum for the forthcoming Municipal year. 

  
2. Apologies 
  
3. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters 

and Restriction on Voting by Members 
 
To declare any personal or prejudicial interests in accordance with the Code 
of Conduct and any possible contraventions under Section 106 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992. 
 

Under the Code of Conduct, if you declare a personal interest, you may 
remain in the meeting, take part in the debate and vote. If you declare a 
personal and prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting and 
not take any part in the debate. 

  
4. Notes 

 
To receive the Notes of the meeting held on 10 March, 2014 (Enclosed). 



 

 

5. Matters Arising (Not Otherwise Covered on the Agenda) 
 

6. Question(s) for Staffordshire Police 
 
Members of the public are invited to ask questions of the representative(s) 
from Staffordshire Police in relation to local policing matters. 
 

7. Question(s) for Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service 
 
No questions have been submitted in advance; therefore, the Fire & Rescue 
Service may not send a representative to the Forum.   
 
At the last forum, a resident raised concerns at the potential fire risk 
associated with the build up of waste tyres at a unit (unnamed) on the Towers 
Business Park.  The Fire and Rescue Service has visited the site and 
provided the following feedback: 
 
‘The premises is called Alloy Based Tyres and is located at Unit 1, Arcadia 
Park, Towers Business Park, Rugeley.  
 
There were a number of tyres stacked up alongside the building.  The 
occupiers present were advised of the potential arson risk, but assured the 
Fire Service that the cul-de-sac where the unit is located is secured outside 
of business hours with a large gate across the entrance, thereby minimising 
the risk.’ 
 

8. Questions for Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 
 
No questions have been submitted in advance.  Unfortunately, the Highways 
Department is unable to send Officers to all the Community Forums so their 
attendance cannot be guaranteed.  In the event that this is the case, we will 
endeavour to get an update to the meeting, where appropriate. 
 

9. Questions Submitted by Cllr. Paul Fisher, 55, Birch Lane, Brereton 
 
Cllr. Fisher has submitted the following question to the Head of 
Environmental Health: 
 
“Twelve months ago illegal fly-tipping on a large scale took place in Breeton.  
The flys are now starting to swarm over Brereton again.  Can you tell us what 
is happening and when the site will be cleared?   
 
Mike Walker, Environmental Health Manager will be in attendance to provide 
an update to the Forum. 
 

10. Question Submitted by Mr. Graham Burnett, 48 Station Road, 
Hednesford, for all Community Forums 
 
Mr. Burnett raised the following questions: 



 

 

“Are the current Council Community Forums format the most effect 
means of communicating with the residents of the district on matters 
that concern them? 
 
What do they cost the Council to host and are they an effective use of Police 
and Council officer’s time, and other resources, in answering questions that 
appear often  to be  raised only by Councillors for their own benefit when they 
have access to information from  Council Officers through their normal 
duties? 
 
Could the expense and resource spent on Community Forums be used more 
effectively elsewhere for better value to the local community? 
 
Can the Council prove forums are effective given that only Councillors and 
other officials are recorded as attending in the minutes .How can the all-
important levels of local resident participation and attendance b be monitored 
effectively as there is no apparent means of recording these beyond a vague 
head count? 
 
Has this Council done any work in assessing the Forums effectiveness and 
considering other any means of engaging with a wider audience of residents 
on the issues discussed at Forums? 
 
The election of Forum Chair and Vice Chair is restricted to only Councillors 
from the local wards and voting is restricted to themselves How can this 
process be justified as a democratic one when the Forums claim to represent 
the local residents and yet they allow no permanent representation on them? 
 
Can we be assured that these forums are an effective means of influencing 
Council policy by residents and not simply a box tick exercise to fulfil a criteria 
set simply to impress external auditors or verifiers of the Councils own 
processes.?” 
 
The following response has been provided to Mr. Burnett 
 
The Council would like to thank Mr. Burnett for raising concerns about the 
effectiveness of its four Community Forums as a means of communicating 
and engaging with local residents.  The Council itself has identified the need 
to review the Community Forums, and has included it in the Transformation 
Priority Delivery Plan for 2014-15, and will be undertaking a consultation / 
review exercise later in the year.  The issues raised will be included as part of 
this consultation. 
 
The forums, which were initially set up a number of years ago, meet on a 
quarterly basis in each of the four main population areas within the district, 
i.e. Cannock; Heath Hayes, Norton Canes and Rawnsley; Hednesford; and 
Rugeley and Brereton, and form part of the Council’s annual Calendar of 
Meetings.  They are intended as a means of discussion on any matters of 
local concern, i.e. relating to the relevant Wards therein, which may be raised 
by members of the public or the relevant Ward Members; they are also 



 

 

intended as a means of consultation on, for example, planning or budgetary 
matters.   
 
In order to ensure that appropriate Officers can be in attendance, if required, 
i.e. as opposed to having a number of representatives present ‘just in case’, 
we ask that questions be submitted in advance.  This is particularly the case 
if questions are of a technical nature or relate to an area that is not the 
Council’s responsibility, such as highways or Police matters; or any other 
potential invitees, such as the Fire and Rescue Service or local Health Trust.   
 
The Police; relevant County Councillors; and local Parish / Town Councillors, 
plus representatives from local Health Authority / Trust; local Voluntary 
Organisations; local Residents’ Associations; and local business 
organisations, where known, are all invited to attend, as is the local MP, and 
members all are given advance notice of the meetings and asked to publicise 
them on notice boards etc to encourage public attendance.  However, it is 
recognised that public attendance / participation is limited.  This could be for 
a number of reasons, including those referred to.   
 
Finally, the Council would like to give an assurance that the forums are not 
simply a tick box exercise; however, as previously mentioned, it shares the 
concerns about their ongoing effectiveness and plans to undertake a 
consultation / review exercise later in the year.   
 

11. The Old Chancel, St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 
 
Standing Item 
 
The Venerable Simon Baker, Archdeacon of Lichfield, has submitted 
apologies as he is unable to attend the meeting.   
 
At the time of preparation of the agenda, there was nothing further to report.  
In the event that there is something to report, an update will be read out by 
the Chairman. 
 

12. 
 

Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust 
 
The Deputy Chief Executive, Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust, has 
provided the following update: 
 
“Our Directors have concluded that, as the Trust continues to be going 
through the Trust Special Administration (TSA) process, it would not be 
appropriate for them to attend the Community Forums at this time.  The 
Directors would like to assure local people that services at both Cannock 
Chase and Stafford Hospitals continue as usual and would encourage people 
to continue to use them as appropriate.   
 
If there are any specific questions on the day-to-day business of the 
hospitals, we would be very pleased to email you answers/updates from the 
Directors. 



 

 

 
If you have any questions around the TSA process and future of services, 
these would need to be addressed to the Trust Special Administrators.” 
 
The TSA can be contacted at: www.tsa-msft.org.uk/contact-us or for 
confidential matters at: TSApublic@MidStaffs.nhs.uk 
 

13. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
 
Members of the public are invited to raise items at this point on the agenda or 
to take away and complete and return the forms provided for this purpose.  
Submission of written questions in advance will ensure that appropriate 
representatives can be invited to attend meetings to debate the issues and 
answer any specific questions. 
 

14. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Tuesday, 9 September, 2014 Venue: TBC  

(Council Chamber, Rugeley 
Town Council Offices?) 

 

  

  



 

 

To: 
Councillors: 
 

 (Chairman) 
 (Vice Chairman) 

 
Allt, Mrs. A. Johnson, J.P. 
Bennett, C. Jones, R.   
Bottomer, B.H. Lovell, A. 
Dudson, A. Molineux, G.N. 
Fisher, P.A. Whitehouse, Ms. S. 
Grocott, M.R.  

 
Officers: 
 

 

 Head of Service 
Mr. S. Partridge Democratic Services Manager 
Mr. M. Walker Environmental Health Manager 

 
Other Invitees: 
 

(Where possible, papers will be sent by e-mail.) 

Mr. A. Burley Member of Parliament (Cannock Chase Constituency) 
Miss N. Somani Clerk to Rugeley Town Parish Council 
Town Councillors  Rugeley Town Council – via Clerk 
Mr. P.G. Davies Clerk to Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council 
Parish Councillors  Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council – via Clerk 
Mrs. T. Williams Clerk to Brindley Heath Parish Council 
Parish Councillors  Brindley Heath Parish Council – via Clerk 
Cllr. A. Dudson Staffordshire County Councillor 
Cllr. G. Martin Staffordshire County Councillor 
M. Keeling /  
Ms. M. Raftery /  
R. Harris 

Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 

Mrs. A. Schulp Staffordshire County Council 
G. Hunt Staffordshire County Council 
Insp. C. Ellerton Rugeley Police 
Sgt. D. Edge Rugeley Police 
Mr. D. Davis Staffordshire Police Authority Lead Member for Rugeley 
N. Pedersen Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Chief Executive South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
Mrs. P. Hadley Crimestoppers Regional Manager 
Ms. V. Singleton Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
Mr. K. Parson Chase Council for Voluntary Services 
Ms. A. Ames Chairperson, Chase Tenants and Residents Federation 
Mrs. J. Stephenson Chairperson, Springfields Residents Association 
Mr. A. Derry Chairman, Area Tenants and Residents Collective 
Mrs. M. Kettle Landor Society 

 
 
NB: The person to contact about the agenda and documents for this meeting is Steve Partridge, 
Civic Centre, Beecroft Road, Cannock Tel. 01543 462621 or e-mail: 
membersservices@cannockchasedc.gov.uk or stevepartridge@cannockchasedc.gov.uk  
 
Date Despatched:  13 June, 2014 


