
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Rugeley & Brereton 
Community Forum 

 

Time: 7.00 pm 

Date: Monday, 26 November, 2012 

Venue: Council Chamber, Rugeley Town Council, Taylors Lane, 
Rugeley WS15 2AA 

 

 

You are invited to this meeting to consider the matters listed on the agenda below.   

* Would Town / Parish Clerks please ensure that copies of the papers are forwarded 
to their respective Councillors. 

 

 

 

S.G. Brown 

Chief Executive 

               
  

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Apologies 
 
 

2. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters 
and Restriction on Voting by Members 
 

To declare any personal or prejudicial interests in accordance with the Code 
of Conduct and any possible contraventions under Section 106 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992. 
 

Under the Code of Conduct, if you declare a personal interest, you may 
remain in the meeting, take part in the debate and vote. If you declare a 
personal and prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting and 
not take any part in the debate. 
 

3. 
 

Notes 
 

To receive the Notes of the meeting held on 11 September, 2012 (Enclosed). 
 



 

 

4. Matters Arising (Not Otherwise Covered on the Agenda) 
 

5. Question(s) Submitted by Ms. H. Southwell Jr., Resident of Arch Street 
(Where possible an italicised answer has been provided after each question.) 
 

• “Residents of Arch Street would like their street tidier.  We have bins on 
pavements not put back after emptying causing problems for pushchairs 
and wheelchair users and trolley users.  Some are there all year round.  
Cigarette ends where people smoke on doorsteps, litter, dog fouling not 
picked up, 3 feet high weeds.  Some residents sweep pavements and 
gutters outside their houses to keep it looking nice; this is only the 
minority.”   

 
Cannock Chase Council has made a number of attempts in the past to 
engage with local residents in the area about putting their bins away 
after collection, which hasn’t had the long-term success hoped for.  
 
The Council’s Community Partnership Team are undertaking a pilot 
“Love Your Streets” campaign in 5 streets - Springhill Terrace, Kelly 
Avenue, Newman Grove, Ravenhill Terrace and Coulthwaite Way – in 
Brereton.  The team has agreed to consider if something similar can 
be run in an area including Arch Street in the new year, dependent on 
the success of the pilot scheme.  
 
Streets in the area are swept on a 13 week programme (4 times a 
year) along with all other streets in the district.  Unfortunately, due to 
the exceptional amount of rain this year initial weed treatments of the 
highways were unsuccessful; however the County have undertaken a 
second treatment that seems more successful.   
 

• “The area by the bridge owned by the railway is an eyesore.  The nettles 
overgrown on the pavement causing you to walk on the road at times 
children in pushchairs get stung by them.  The hedges are overgrown 
and not maintained by the Railway and maybe if it were tidy the residents 
might be encouraged to keep there own area of street tidy (any 
suggestions?).” 

 
Staffordshire County Council has advised that it has a Neighbourhood 
Highway Team that visits Parishes 2-3 times a year to cover these sort 
of issues - cutting back overgrowth, weed clearance, sign cleaning etc. 
– and the location will be added to the list. 
 
Although the Rugeley visits were completed for the year, it was hoped 
to get this location in the Brereton programme planned for October. 
 
CCDC Environmental Services Officers had also inspected the street 
and would review inspections.  In addition the weeds on the footpath 
from the railway bridge land were reported to Railtrack’s control room 
for them to action.  



 

 

 

• “Also the anti-social behaviour last weekend (September) caused lots of 
damage to residents cars.  Youths were “free running” over car roofs and 
bonnets causing dented in bonnets to many vehicles.  Victims reported it 
to the Police.  Pleased with prompt response from the Police.” 

 

• “My question is can anything be done to improve the appearance of the 
street?  Can any of the concerns above be addressed in any way?  
Thank you.” 

 
6. Question(s) Submitted by Mrs. R. Robinson, Resident of Old Eaton 

Road 
(Where possible an italicised answer has been provided after each question.) 
 
1. “An update needed on the pile of building “rubbish” dumped by Mr. 

[name withheld] on the course of the Brook adjacent to the bypass / 5 
arches bridge.” 

 
The matter was referred to Environmental Health earlier this year.  A 
verbal update will be provided to the Forum by an Officer of the 
Council. 

 
2. “An update needed on the state of the Old Chancel Church.” 

 
The Venerable Chris Liley, or a representative, has been invited to 
attend to provide the Forum with an update (see Item 7, below). 
 

3. “Who is responsible for the repair of the Church wall, where there was a 
post box.  This was removed – the wall still remains damaged and an 
eyesore, at the entrance to Market St. etc.” 

 
CCDC Officers have advised that the post box was removed following 
a road traffic accident (RTA).  The wall is part of the closed 
churchyard and, as such, the Council’s liability.  The repairs haven’t 
been completed as the Council has been trying to source a post box 
to fit back in the wall.  The Post Office were happy for this to be done 
providing it was sealed so it couldn’t be used (their policy is to 
centralise collections where possible).  They did actually provide a box 
but it was far too big for the hole. 
 

 The problem is that as the wall is a listed structure and, as such, 
matching stone needs to be sourced.  Unfortunately, it is difficult to get 
a stonemason for such a small job. The intention was to tag it onto a 
larger job next time one presents itself. 

 
4. “The Heritage Trail – unable to identify in Rugeley!!!  There are no 

signposts actually in the town – merely 2 or 3 dirty and hardly identifiable 
slabs in the town centre, i.e. by Iceland and the one in Bees Lane is 
almost covered by a rubbish bin.  And Bees Lane is an absolute disgrace 
as part of the Heritage Trail – Taxi rank, parking, weeds and a blank wall 



 

 

that should be white but open to graffiti (and where do you go from 
there?)” 

 
CCDC Officers have advised that the Heritage Trail was a grant 
funded capital project and there was no revenue identified for repairs 
after the initial installations were completed.  However, some monies 
have been identified that may be able to used for this purpose and the 
Parks and Open Spaces Manager is looking into how best to address 
the issues identified.   
 
The Bees Lane section of the Trail comes under the responsibility of 
County Highways.  There is a double sided directional Heritage Trail 
(blue) sign at the end of the ramp to the car park on the western end of 
Bees Lane directing people across Elmore Lane to Crossley Stone 
and along to Sheepfair.  At the eastern end of Bees Lane where it 
meets Market Street there is a blue sign directing users northwards 
along Market Street or along Bees Lane if going in the opposite 
direction. 
Given that Market Street is a pedestrianised area, a number of stone 
slabs, approx 300mm square were set into the paving to act as 
markers for the route through the area inc Market Square.  These end 
adjacent to the Pig and Bell Public House at the end of the 
pedestrianised section.  Standard highways signage should continue 
northwards from here along Market Street. 
 
There are two Heritage trail wooden information signs within Market 
Square that the Council is responsible for.  Apart from relating local 
history they outline the basic route.  There is a similar sign outside 
Elmore Park on the Crossley Stone entrance and a further on the 
northern end of Sheepfair. 

 
7. The Old Chancel, St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 

 
The Venerable Chris Liley, Archdeacon of Lichfield, or a representative, has 
been invited to attend to update the Forum on progress made in respect of 
fund raising efforts for the preservation of, and possible development 
opportunities for, the Old Chancel.  
 

8. Consultation on Stadium Site 
 
Mike Edmonds, Head of Commissioning, CCDC, will provide a presentation 
on the consultation and take questions. 
 

9. Questions for Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust 
 
Julie Hendry, Director of Quality and Patient Experience, will be in 
attendance to answer questions and provide an update on Trust related 
matters. 
 



 

 

10. Questions for Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 
 
No specific questions have been submitted in advance, therefore, the County 
Council may not send a representative to the Forum.   
 
Without knowing questions in advance, any attending representative may be 
unable to provide an immediate response, which may result in feedback 
being given at the next meeting. 
 

11. Question(s) for Staffordshire Police 
 
Members of the public are invited to ask questions of the representative(s) 
from Staffordshire Police in relation to local policing matters. 
 

12. Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service 
 
No questions have been submitted in advance; therefore, the Fire & Rescue 
Service may not send a representative to the Forum.   
 

13. Any Other Business 
 

14. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Monday, 11 March, 2013  Venue:  TBC. 

15. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
 
Members of the public are invited to raise items at this point on the agenda or 
to take away and complete and return the forms provided for this purpose.  
Submission of written questions in advance will ensure that appropriate 
representatives can be invited to attend meetings to debate the issues and 
answer any specific questions. 
 



 

 

To: 
Councillors: 
 

Jones, R.  (Chairman) 
Johnson, J.P.  (Vice Chairman) 

 
Allt, Mrs. A. Fisher, P.A. 
Bennett, C. Grocott, M.R. 
Bottomer, B.H. Lovell, A. 
Davies, D.N. Molineux, G.N. 
Dudson, A.  

 
Officers: 
 

 

Mr. K. Lawlor Head of Environmental Services 
Mr. S. Partridge Democratic Services Manager 
  

 
Other Invitees: 
 

(Where possible, papers will be sent by e-mail.) 

Mr. A. Burley Member of Parliament (Cannock Chase Constituency) 
Miss N. Somani Clerk to Rugeley Town Parish Council 
(Town Councillors * Rugeley Town Council – via Clerk) 
Mr. P.G. Davies Clerk to Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council 
(Parish Councillors * Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council – via Clerk) 
Mrs. T. Williams Clerk to Brindley Heath Parish Council 
(Parish Councillors * Brindley Heath Parish Council – via Clerk) 
Cllr. R. Easton Staffordshire County Councillor 
Cllr. G. Martin Staffordshire County Councillor 
Ms. M. Raftery /  
R. Harris 

Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 

Mrs. A. Schulp Staffordshire County Council 
Insp. C. Ellerton Rugeley Police 
Sgt. J. Browning Rugeley Police 
Mr. D. Davis Staffordshire Police Authority Lead Member for Rugeley 
N. Pedersen Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service 
K. Staples Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Chief Executive South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
Mrs. P. Hadley Crimestoppers Regional Manager 
Ms. V. Singleton Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
Mr. K. Parson Chase Council for Voluntary Services 
Mrs. M. Lucas Town Centre Operations Manager 
Ms. A. Ames Chairperson, Chase Tenants and Residents Federation 
Mrs. J. Stephenson Chairperson, Springfields Residents Association 
Mr. A. Derry Chairman, Area Tenants and Residents Collective 
  

 
Note: The person to contact about the agenda and documents for this meeting is Steve 
Partridge, Civic Centre, Beecroft Road, Cannock Tel. 01543 462621 or e-mail 
stevepartridge@cannockchasedc.gov.uk 
 
 
Date Despatched:  16 November, 2012 


