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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 26 AUGUST, 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
Bernard, J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Bernard, Mrs. A. F. 
 Dixon, D.I. 

Morgan, C.W.J. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

 
 

(An apology for absence was received from Councillor J. Beddow). 
  
9. Housing Revenue Account 
  
 The Committee received a briefing note from the Head of Housing in relation to the 

financial position regarding the Housing Revenue Account (HRA). 
  
 The Chairman informed the Committee that it was intended to briefly discuss this item and 

that it be considered in more depth at future meetings. 
  
 The Head of Housing explained that the Government was undertaking a fundamental 

review of the Housing Revenue Account subsidy system, the results of which would be 
made known in the Spring of 2009. 

  
 It was explained that the Cabinet recommendation regarding the deletion of the bathroom 

replacement programme during the period 2008-2013 would be considered by Council on 
24 September 2008.  If agreed, this would be reviewed each year as part of the budget 
process.  It was reported that the apparent small saving for the year 2008-09 compared 
with future years, related to monies having already been spent this year for bathroom 
replacement.  

  
 It was noted that Cabinet on 21 August 2008 had recommended that 100% of the capital 

receipts realised from the sale of vacant one bed bungalows should be diverted towards 
the provision of social housing.  This recommendation would be considered by Council on 
24 September 2008.  As agreed, at the Housing Policy Development Committee meeting 
held on 12 August 2008, a report on the options for providing additional social housing 
would be considered at a future meeting. 
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 In relation to a query by the Committee concerning income (Transfer from the General 
Fund) it was reported that this related to the cost of maintaining the housing register. 

  
 The Committee requested a further analysis of:- 
  
  (a) The variance between the revised and draft Supervision and  

  Management General and Special budgets for 2008-09. 
 
 (b) Expenditure requirements, including estimated support and  
  corporate recharges. 

  
 Concern was raised with respect to budgeting for increases in costs of materials in relation 

to the capital programme.  The Head of Housing reported that the Council worked jointly 
with contractors and where possible materials are bought in advance when it is envisaged 
that costs will rise significantly. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Housing Policy Development Committee notes the contents of the 

 briefing note. 
  

(B) That further information be provided to a future meeting in relation to:- 
 
 (i) The variance between the revised and draft Supervision and  
  Management General and Special budgets. 
 
 (ii) Expenditure requirements, including estimated support and  
  corporate recharges. 
 

10. Elderly & Disabled Persons Grass Cutting Scheme 
  
 The Committee received a briefing note from the Head of Housing in relation to the elderly 

and disabled persons grass cutting scheme. 
 
It was reported that questions in relation to the scheme had been included as part of the 
2008 Tenant Satisfaction Survey, which had recently been undertaken as part of the 
Government’s revised suite of National Performance Indicators.  The results of the survey 
were expected in the autumn and would help inform the Committee’s review of the 
scheme. 

  
 AGREED 
  
 (A) That the options outlined in the briefing note are further assessed as part of the 

 review of the elderly and disabled persons grass cutting service, i.e. -  
 

• Target service by introducing means & capability testing 

• Reduce the service to front gardens only 

• Discontinue the service 

• Introduce a service charge 

• Reduce the frequency / number of cuts. 
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(B) That a comprehensive report on the elderly and disabled persons grass cutting 
 service which addresses the matters outlined above is considered at a future 
 meeting. 
 

11. Second Doors to Council Owned Bungalows 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.17 of the 

Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 It was explained that there was no requirement to provide second doors to bungalows 

under the decent homes standard or Building Regulations.  It did not affect any 
assessment of the Council’s housing service by the Audit Commission, other than that the 
matter should be considered and decisions made accordingly in the context of available 
financial resources and other expenditure priorities. 

  
 AGREED 
  
 (A) That Cabinet consider the re-introduction of a programme to provide second 

 doors to all Council owned bungalows as part of the reconsideration of the 
 Council’s maintenance and improvement priorities for its housing stock, in the light 
 of the results of the 2008 stock condition survey. 

  
 (B) That subject to a second door to bungalows programme being introduced, 

 Cabinet are recommended:- 
 
 (i) That the programme be undertaken as part of the external envelope works 
  programme over a seven year period, in accordance with the external 
  envelope works priority programme. 
 
 (ii) That the programme be implemented in accordance with the specification 
  set out in the Report of the Head of Housing.  
 
 (iii) That tenants be able to refuse the work and that where the work is refused, 
  a second door be provided as part of the Council’s ‘re-let standard’ when a 
  bungalow became void. 

  
  

 
 
 
 

 CHAIRMAN 
 


