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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 16 MARCH, 2011 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
Green, M.R. (Chairman) 

 
 Adamson, G. 
 Alcott, G. 
  

 

Todd, Mrs. D. 
Williams, A. 

18. 
 

Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received form Councillors Mrs. D.M. Easton (Vice-Chairman), L.W. 
Bullock and R. Easton. 

  
19. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 No declarations were submitted 
  
20. Minutes 
  
 Arising from consideration of the Minutes Councillor G. Alcott referred to Minute 16, ‘Policy on 

Issuing Fixed Penalty Notices to Juveniles for Littering’ paragraph 8 and raised concern that 
information which had been provided to the Committee was incorrect, and accurate information 
should have been supplied.  
 
Councillor A. Williams, Environment Portfolio Leader informed the Committee that he would be 
meeting with the Environmental Health Manager on 29 March, 2011 to discuss an invite which 
had been extended from Blake Valley Technology College.   

  
 RESOLVED:  

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 5 January, 2011 be approved as a correct record. 

  
21. Quarter 3 Performance Report 2010-11 
  
 The Performance Officer reported that of the actions and indicators due for reporting at the end of 

Quarter 3 2010/11, 12 were rated green, none were rated red and 1 was rated amber. The amber 
rating referred to the production of an Anti-Social Behaviour protocol. The draft protocol had been 
completed and a strategy would be produced by Quarter 4.   
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 He also indicated that training would be delivered by the end of the year to Officers in respect of 
problem solving approaches.  

  
 Councillor Alcott referred to page 4 of the Quarter 3 performance report and queried the figures in 

respect of the indicator ENV1 (regarding anti-social behaviour and crime issues), and also raised 
concern with figures being duplicated. 

  
 The Performance Officer explained to Members of the Committee how the indicator was made up 

and advised that the Low Polarity indicated that we were doing well with tackling anti-social 
behaviour and crime issues. He also advised the Committee that the indicator was not based on 
the number of crimes that had been committed, but based on residents perceptions when 
surveys were undertaken.  

  
 With regard to figures being duplicated, it was reported that the Police had taken steps to try and 

alleviate this.  
 
Mr. K. Lawlor, Head of Environmental Services then advised that surveys were usually 
undertaken in March and September and informed the Committee that he could clarify current 
information with the Community Safety Manager if requested. 

  
22. Waste Reduction Campaign  
  
 Mr. J. Presland, Waste and Engineering Services Manager gave a presentation to the Committee 

on the Waste Reduction Campaign. 
  
 He reported on the 2009-10 Recycling Performance and advised that the Council was in the top 

quartile for performance, nationally ranked 66th out of 357 and had a national average of 40.10%. 
He informed Members of the Committee that the Council was ranked 7th out of 10 in Staffordshire 
for waste recycling.  

  
 With regard to moving forward it was reported that:- 

 

• in 2010 the introduction of blue bins for dry recycling commenced,  

• 52% of waste was currently recycled in the District,   

• recycling of street sweeping, 

• all major recycling avenues were now covered 

• no more easy/quick recycling wins 
  
 In response to a question raised by a Member regarding the position the Council was ranked at 

for its waste recycling, the Waste and Engineering Services Manager advised Members that 
Staffordshire was currently top performing in the County with Stoke-On-Trent and Newcastle 
behind. He indicated that the Council were in 66th place whilst Stafford Borough Council were 
ranked at 51. 

  
 A Member referred to the dry recycling and suggested that it was reviewed as to the types of 

items that could be recycled. The Waste and Engineering Services Manager explained to the 
Committee that it was more about what could be sorted, as certain items that were placed in bins 
by people may not be able to be recycled, and only last year was recycling of Tetra Pack cartons 
introduced. The Environment Portfolio Leader also informed the Committee that the Council 
would also pursue nappy recycling.  
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 The Waste and Engineering Services Manager reported that the next steps were:- 
 

• Waste Reduction 

• Promotion of Bring Sites 

• Textiles 

• Waste Electrical Goods 

• Metals 

• Nappies 
 
It was reported that any new service would cost money to implement and ‘in-expensive wins’ 
were required.  

  
 With regard to a question raised by a Member in respect of battery recycling, the Waste and 

Engineering Services Manager informed the Committee that batteries were currently recycled at 
the Council’s depot, however credits for recycling were not received but it was considered to be 
good for the environment. In respect of the recycling of waste electrical goods it was reported that 
there was no recycling credits given to any Local Authority for this. 

  
 The Waste and Engineering Services Manager reported on the Waste Reduction Campaign 

2011/12 ‘Trim your Bin’. The Aims of this were to reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill, 
raise awareness on recycling services and facilities in the District and ways to reduce what was 
sent to landfill.  

  
 He then reported on the methods used for the campaign and informed the Committee that the 

following would be undertaken:- 
 

• 2011/12 Calendar and information booklet 

• Top 10 facts – reducing waste to landfill 

• Re-publicise services offered 

• New website 

• Local community engagement  (sustainable communities, road shows, school talks) 
  
 The campaign would include some of the following:- 

 

• The Love Food Hate Waste (National Campaign) 

• Junk Mail (Staffordshire Campaign) 

• Home composting 

• Service reminders 

• Furniture re-use (trial currently being undertaken with CVS) 

• Real nappies 

• Waste electrical goods advice 

• Promotion of bring sites 
  
 Finally, it was reported that it was expected that the waste campaign would run for around 6 

months.  
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That Members of the Committee be provided with information on landfill tax and recycling credits 

generated.  
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 CHAIRMAN 
  

 
The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m. 

 


