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Town Centre PDC 131211 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 2011 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
Spicer, Mrs. A. (Chairman) 
Allt, Mrs. A. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Ball, G.D. 
           Kraujalis, J.T. 
         

Todd, Mrs. D.M. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

                     Also in attendance for item 4 - Proposals for Rugeley Town Centre: 
 
                     Mike Mellor - Treasurer and Vice-Chairman, Chase Arts in Public Spaces (CHAPS) 
                     Brian Batey - Chairman, Lea Hall & Brereton Collieries Memorial Society 
                     Alex Smith – Secretary, Lea Hall & Brereton Collieries Memorial Society 
  
16. 
 

Apologies 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P. Gilbert. 

  
17. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 No declarations of interests were made. 
  
18. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 1 November 2011 be approved as a correct record. 

  
19. Proposals for Rugeley Town Centre 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Brian Batey, Chairman, Lea Hall & Brereton Collieries Memorial 

Society, Alex Smith, Secretary, Lea Hall & Brereton Collieries Memorial Society and Mike Mellor, 
Treasurer and Vice-Chairman of CHAPS.   They had been invited to the meeting to put forward 
the proposals in respect of raising a monument in Rugeley for all the miners who worked at Lea 
Hall and Brereton Collieries.   

  
 The representatives from Lea Hall & Brereton Collieries Memorial Society provided Members with 

a presentation outlining the Society’s desire to establish a permanent mining memorial in 
Rugeley.  The proposal was to erect a memorial of four 9ft high figures of miners in a 
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concrete/resin mix on the Globe Island.  Members were shown an artist’s impression of the 
proposed memorial.  It was explained that the Society was in the process of undertaking 
fundraising activities to raise money to pay for the memorial. The cost of producing and erecting 
the memorial would be approximately £48,000 (excluding the cost of the plinth and any work to 
the foundations).  It was therefore estimated that the total cost could be in the region of £70,000.   

  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration sought confirmation of the support the Society was 

seeking from the Council.  Alex Smith confirmed that they were seeking funding support from the 
Council for the project.  In addition, they would like any assistance from the Council and CHAPS 
in obtaining the required permissions, eg from the Planning and the Highways Authorities, to 
enable the memorial to be erected. 

  
 With regard to funding the project, Members advised the representatives that, in addition to the 

District Council, other sources of funding could be explored. For example, they could contact the 
Rugeley and Brereton County Councillors who were allocated £10,000 each year to be spent on 
local projects or initiatives in their area.  Additionally, Members suggested that they could also 
contact Rugeley Town Council with a view to securing financial support from them. The Society 
confirmed that they had approached Brereton Parish Council. 

  
 Members of the Committee considered that the proposal to erect a mining memorial in Rugeley 

was an excellent idea and agreed, in principle, to recommend to Cabinet that they should make a 
financial contribution to support the Society’s proposal subject to confirmation of the amount of 
funding they were seeking. 

  
 The representatives agreed to provide the Head of Planning & Regeneration with a breakdown of 

the commissioning costs of producing the mining memorial together with other information 
required to investigate the consents required. (e.g. the weight of the proposed memorial).  In 
addition, they would inform the Council of the amount of funding that would be required. 

  
 AGREED: 

 
(A) That the Committee support, in principle, the proposal by Lea Hall and Brereton 

Collieries Memorial Society to erect a mining memorial on the Globe Island in Rugeley, 
subject to confirmation on the amount of funding required and the securing of planning 
permission and the approval of the Highways Authority. 
  

(B) That Cabinet is requested to consider establishing the scheme as a Capital Project and:  
i. making a financial contribution towards the cost of the mining memorial, and 
ii. authorise Officers to investigate the consents required including liaising  with the 

Planning and Highways Authorities regarding the proposal. 
  
20. Update from Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Leader Councillor Mrs. D.M. Todd 
  
 The Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Leader provided the Committee with the following 

update: 
 
With regard to the regeneration of Hednesford town centre she advised that discussions with the 
potential operator of the discount food store were underway. Work had commenced on the 
Market Street frontage and the access improvement work in Hednesford Park was progressing.   
She confirmed that Victoria Street would be partially closed in early 2012 for approximately three 
months to allow for the construction of the new roundabout and the diversion of services and, 
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therefore, some delays should be expected.  The works were on target for completion towards 
the end of 2012. 
 
With regard to Rugeley town centre she confirmed that the modifications to Tesco’s planning 
permission had been approved and work was expected to commence on site in early 2012 with a 
completion date of October/November 2012.  

  
21. Performance Report 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration asked Members to consider the outturn against those 

items from the Priority Delivery Plan which were due to report in Quarter 2 of 2011-12 (as 
detailed in Enclosure 6.1 – 6.3). 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration reported on the revised timetable for the Cannock and 
Rugeley actions.   
 
AGREED: 
 
(A)   That the outturn be noted. 
 
(B)   That the timescales for the Cannock and Rugeley town centre items be revised to Q4    
       2011/12. 
 

22. Toilet Provision in Cannock Town Centre 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Planning and Regeneration (Enclosure 7.1 

– 7.9 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration advised that following the discussion at the previous 
meeting Members had requested more detailed information on the location and availability of the 
toilet facilities in the town centre and an indication of the likely costs associated with achieving 
improved provision.  The report provided information to enable the Committee to consider the 
adequacy of existing toilet provision in Cannock town centre and also identified three options for 
increasing access to toilet provision and the associated costs. 
 
The Economic Development Manager explained that three categories had been created to 
describe the existing toilet provision in the town centre and he referred Members to the plan at 
Annex 1 of the report. 
 
Councillor Kraujalis considered that there was a need for increasing access to toilet provision in 
the town centre at different times of the day and evening.  With regard to the three options 
detailed in the report he indicated that options 1 and 2 were expensive but was of the opinion that 
further consideration should be given to option 3 – implementing a Community Toilet Scheme.   
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration confirmed that Community Toilet Schemes had been 
introduced with some success in a number of London Boroughs and a similar scheme operated 
in Scotland.  He suggested that the Committee may wish to consider introducing a pilot scheme 
in Cannock in order to assess the costs and willingness for participation in the scheme. 

  
 Councillor Williams considered that any money that was allocated towards this scheme in 

Cannock should also be allocated to both Rugeley and Hednesford.  The Parish Council’s were 
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paying for the toilet provision in these town centres and any proposals for Cannock would be 
subsidised by Rugeley and Hednesford Council Tax payers.  Members noted Councillor Williams’ 
concerns but considered that the report related to toilet provision in Cannock town centre and 
agreed that a pilot scheme based on option three should be investigated further.  
 
With reference to costs the Economic Development Manager indicated that the typical costs 
associated with a Community Toilet Scheme were in the order of £600 - £1,000 per outlet. There 
were also additional costs to be considered relating to signage, publicity and legal costs. 
 

 AGREED: 
 

(A) That the contents of the report be noted and that the Committee considered the current 
access to public toilet provision in Cannock town centre to be inadequate. 
 

(B) That Cabinet be requested to investigate Option 3 – Community Toilet Scheme, as 
detailed in the report, and to consider allocating a budget of £10,000 in the 2012-13 
Budget to investigate and if feasible introduce a Community Toilet Scheme in Cannock 
town centre on a pilot basis in order to assess its effectiveness, subject to a future review 
of the Scheme and any wider application to other parts of the District.. 

  
23. Proposals for Brook Square, Rugeley 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration explained that at the meeting in August Members had 

requested that an item be included in the work programme to look into providing a bandstand in 
Brook Square in place of the proposed water feature. 

  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration confirmed that a sum of money had been identified in 

the capital programme to provide a water feature in Brook Square.  He explained that the cost of 
erecting a new bandstand would be in the region of £60,000 

  
 Councillor Todd expressed concern that it may be premature to consider a bandstand in Brook 

Square until the cost and location implications of the Miners Memorial scheme had been fully 
assessed. Councillor Kraujalis sympathised with the desire for a bandstand in Brook Square and, 
if funding was an issue, consideration could be given to moving one of the two bandstands in 
Cannock town centre..  He considered that this would be more cost effective than providing a 
new one. 

  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration confirmed that relocating a bandstand to Brook Square 

would cost less but would not be cost free.  Consideration would need to be given to the 
treatment of the space that would be left in Cannock, particularly for the bandstand in Market 
Place, and the cost of dealing with technical issues of support and services in Brook Square. 

  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration explained the proposed location for the bandstand 

would be limited within Brook Square because of the need to find a site free of services and the 
brook course.  Councillor Williams had some concern that if the bandstand was not sensibly 
located in Brook Square the whole purpose of the project would be negated.  

  
 AGREED: 

 
(A) That Cabinet is requested to note the Committee’s wish to support the principle of a        

bandstand in Brook Square subject to there being adequate capital resources available 
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to do so and subject to the outcome of the support offered to the Miners Memorial 
Society. 
 

(B)   In the interim, officers are requested to liaise with the Rugeley Members of the 
Committee to see if a suitable location for a bandstand can be identified in Brook 
Square. 

 
24. Review of the Work Programme 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration confirmed that the last meeting of the Committee in this 

financial year was scheduled for 21 March, 2012.  He explained that, in addition to the items 
listed on Enclosure 9, feedback on the minutes of this meeting would be provided and this would 
include an update on the mining memorial proposal. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That the updated Work Programme be agreed. 

  
25. Exclusion of Public 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3, Part 1, Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act, 1972 (as amended). 
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26. Progress on Town Centre Regeneration 
  
 Members were provided with an update on the latest position with regard to confidential matters 

for town centre redevelopment schemes in all three of the District’s town centres. 
 
Rugeley 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration updated the position in respect of the Wellington Drive 
site and the bus station/Market Hall site. 

  
 Hednesford 

 
Members were advised that redevelopment works were progressing well and were provided with 
an update on the position in respect of the legal agreements. 

  
 Cannock 

 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration updated the position in respect of the Avon Plaza 
scheme and on sites at Market Hall Street.. 

  
  
 The meeting finished at 5.50pm. 
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
  
  
  
 


