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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
 

HELD ON TUESDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2015 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:   
Councillors 

  

Witton, P.T. (Chairman) 
Pearson, A. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Bowater, J. 
Freeman, Miss M.A. 

Johnson, J.P. 
Stretton, Mrs. P.Z. 

  
Also Present:         Andrew Reid, Senior Manager – Grant Thornton (External Auditors) 
 

17. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor B. Hardman. 

  
18. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
 
No Declarations of Interests were made in addition to those already confirmed 
by Members in the Register of Members’ Interests. 

  
19. Minutes 

 
Minute No. 16 – Internal 2015-16 Quarter 1 Report 
 
Councillor Pearson reported that he had yet to receive a response to his query 
regarding ‘lost’ Section 106 funding. 
 
The Deputy Head of Finance replied that she would consult with the Head of 
Finance on this matter to see what information could be provided. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 17 September, 2015, be approved as 
a correct record and signed. 
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20. Internal Audit 2015-16 Quarter 2 Report 
 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Chief Internal Auditor (Item 4.1 – 
4.3 plus Appendix 1 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
The Chief Internal Auditor drew Members’ attention to the following aspects of 
the report: 
 

• Audit plan progress 

• Audits completed – updates on those audits given a ‘partial’ assurance 

• Audit follow-ups completed 

• Other work carried out by the Audit team 
 
In respect of creditors (report paragraphs 3.4 and 3.5), a Member queried if 
work (such as grounds maintenance and installation of play equipment etc.) 
was checked before invoices were paid.  The Chief Internal Auditor replied that 
it was standard practice for relevant Officers to carry out completion checks on 
such works before invoice payments were authorised. 
 
In respect of the Members’ Allowances & Other Expenses audit (report 
paragraphs 4.4 and 4.5), the Head of Governance advised Members that the 
Council’s Independent Remuneration Panel was currently undertaking its latest 
review of the Members’ Allowances Scheme and was due to report its findings 
and recommendations to Council on 13 January 2016 in order to meet the 
timings of the latest budget cycle. 
 
The Chief Internal Auditor advised that the pensions testing work undertaken 
for Staffordshire County Council (SCC) (report paragraph 5.1) could only be 
given a qualified assurance due to SCC not providing figures for which it had 
asked assurance to be given. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the contents of the Report be noted. 

  
21. Strategic Risk Register Report 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Governance (Item 5.1 – 
5.18 of the Official Minutes of the Council) (presented by the Risk & Resilience 
Manager). 
 
The Risk & Resilience Manager reported that following the adoption of the new 
Corporate Plan by Council in August 2015 the Strategic Risk Register had 
been reviewed, and four new risks added as a result of that review (report 
paragraph 5.1).  Additionally, the status of three existing risks remained the 
same, and one risk removed as the relevant work had been completed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That progress during the period 1 April 2015 to 30 September 2015 be noted. 
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22. Annual Governance Statement Progress Report 
 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Governance (Item 6.1 – 
of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
The Head of Governance reported that of the three significant governance 
issues where no action had yet been taken, one was due to issues around 
capacity and the remaining two were due to matters outside of Officers’ control. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the contents of the Report be noted. 

  
23. Treasury Management – Mid Year Report 2015-16 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Finance (Item 7.1 – 7.14 
of the Official Minutes of the Council) (presented by the Deputy Head of 
Finance). 
 
The Deputy Head of Finance advised that in paragraph 5.9 of the report, the 
minimum sovereign rating set by the Council of AA- had been accidentally 
omitted.  Members were also advised that the increased capital expenditure for 
the Culture & Sport portfolio (report paragraph 5.25) was due timing of when 
various projects/schemes had taken place, rather than additional costs. 
 
A Member queried why capital expenditure for the Environment portfolio had 
increased by nearly £700,000 (report paragraph 5.25).  The Deputy Head of 
Finance replied that she would check the detail behind this and report back. 
 
A Member queried if the investment with the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) 
which had matured on 1 October 2015 would be reinvested (appendix 1 of the 
report).  The Deputy Head of Finance replied that at the time of maturity it 
hadn’t been re-invested with RBS as no alternative options were available, and 
at this current time there were no plans in place to do so. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That: 
 
(A) The Report, treasury activity and the prudential indicators for 2015/16 be 

noted. 
 

(B) Changes to the credit methodology be approved, whereby viability, 
financial strength and support ratings will not be considered as key criteria 
in the choice of creditworthy investment counterparties. 

  
24. Annual Audit Letter for Cannock Chase District Council 2014-15 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the External Auditors (Item 8.1 – 8.7 
of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
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Andrew Reid advised that under Audit Commission arrangements the External 
Auditors were required to submit an annual audit letter to the Council each 
year, which summarised the key messages of and activity undertaken by the 
Auditors in the preceding year. 
 
Members were also advised that work on certification of housing benefit grant 
claim and pooling of housing capital receipts grant claim was due to be 
completed by the end of November. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Report of the External Auditors be noted. 

  
  
 The meeting closed at 4:45pm. 
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
  
  
                     

  


