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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

TUESDAY, 4 MARCH 2008 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT THE AQUARIUS BALLROOM, VICTORIA STREET, HEDNESFORD 
 
 

 
PRESENT:   
 

Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 
 
Councillors: 

 

 Burnett, J. (Chairman) 
 Yates, Mrs. W. (Vice Chairman) 

 
 Ball, G.D. 
 Grice, Mrs. D. 

Jones, Mrs. A.E. 
Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 

   
  Councillors also present: 
 
    Mawle, D.L.  Todd, Mrs. D.M. 
    Stanley, N.K. 
 

Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
 
  Mr. T. McGovern (Director of Organisational Improvement) 
  Mr. B. Phillips (Head of Planning and Regeneration) 
  Mr. G. Watson (Economic Development Manager) 
  Mr. N. Hackney (Partnership Development Manager) 

 
Also Present: Representatives of the following Organisations: 
 
    Staffordshire County Council 
    Hednesford Town Council 
    Press 
    Members of Public – approximately 35 
     

(An apology for absence was received from County Councillor J O’Leary). 
  
1. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 11 December, 2008 were agreed as a correct record.  
  
2. Cemeteries/Headstone Testing – Open Day 
  
 Mr. T. McGovern, the Council’s Director of Organisational Improvement read out the 

following statement:  
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 “A memorial management open day will be held at Wolseley Road Cemetery in Rugeley 

on 19 March, 2008. There will be three programmes throughout the day, the times are: 
10.00 a.m., 12.00 noon and 2.00 p.m. The programme will consist of a Welcome and 
introduction, a demonstration of testing a memorial and what options there are for failed 
memorials and a talk from a memorial mason on fixing a failed memorial”. 

  
3. Police Issues 
  
 Question relating to how the Police are deployed in Hednesford as local residents are 

concerned that they do not see Officers in the area. 
  
 PC Graham Arries reported that both the North and South of Hednesford were covered by 

a number of Police Officers and Police Community Support Officers. He also advised that 
PC Clare Bond had been deployed to Rugeley. He stated that problem areas where there 
was anti social behaviour was targeted more frequently by Officers. 

  
4. Presentation – Sustainable Community Strategy 
  
 Mr. N. Hackney, the Council’s Partnership Development Manager gave a presentation on 

the Sustainable Community Strategy and reported that the views of the public were sought 
in relation to the document. The document was available on the Council’s website, local 
libraries and at the Council and a final draft would be made available at Community 
Forums in June.  

  
5. Staffordshire County Council – Highways Work Programme 
  
 Mr. D. Botfield from Staffordshire County Council provided information in respect of the 

County Council’s Highways Work Programme. 
  
 He reported that the highway maintenance was key priority for the County and the County 

maintained the following assets: 
 

• 1,100 road bridges 

• 2,560 footbridges and bridleway bridges 

• Over 6,000 km of road of various classifications 

• 263 km of cycle lanes 

• 200 km of retaining walls  

• Over 100,000 lighting units 

• 146,000 road gullies 
  
 Mr. Botfield reported that there were a number of methods of assessing if works were 

required and or justified which included visual inspections, scanner surveys, use of deflect 
graphs and the deflect reporting system CLARENCE, used for ad hoc requests. 

  
 The maintenance budget was divided into structural maintenance which included 

resurfacing and kerbing and drainage works, routine and reactive maintenance which 
included hedge cutting and road marking, preventative maintenance which included 
surface dressing treatments to carriageways, integrated transport schemes which included 
tackling congestion and safer roads and winter maintenance. 
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He reported that with regard to winter maintenance it would not be possible to treat the 
entire network of Staffordshire; however 43 per cent of the network was treated at an 
average cost of £2.8 million.  

  
 In respect of the Structural Maintenance Programme 08/09 Mr. Botfield reported on the 

following works: 
 
Principal Roads 
A460 Rugeley Road, Hednesford – carriageway reconstruction 
A34 Stafford Road, Cannock – provision controlled crossing point and carriageway 
resurfacing 
 
Non Principal Roads  
Lime Lane, Little Wyrley – drainage investigations 
Brownhills Road, Norton Canes – footway and carriageway reconstruction 
 
Unclassified Roads 
Burnthill Lane, Rugeley – re-kerbing and footway reconstruction together with carriageway 
reconstruction 
St Pauls Road, Rugeley – carriageway resurfacing 
Laburnham Avenue, Cannock – carriageway reconstruction 
Bevan Lee Road – carriageway overlay 
 
Footway Schemes 
Hunter Road, Cannock 
Rothbury Green, Heath Hayes 
Pye Green Road, Cannock  
 
IT Programme 
Kings Mead, Heath Hayes – Safer Routes to School Scheme 
Chase Heritage Trial – completion 
Cardinal Griffin High School – Safer Routes to School – cycle storage 
Old Hednesford Road/Hawkes Green Lane, Cannock – Local Safety Scheme 
A5190 Lichfield Road/Devon Road Junction – Local Safety Scheme 
Signing improvements Cannock Town Centre 
BQP Route Hospital circular – Stafford/Cannock 
Post Rugeley Bypass – Eaton Lodge to The Arches 

  
6. Update regarding Stafford Lane Speed Reducing Measures 
  
 Question relating to Stafford Lane speed reducing measures. 
  
 Mr. Botfield reported that traffic claming would be considered as part of the Pye Green 

Road development. A SID sign would be implemented which would monitor traffic volume 
and record the speed of flowing traffic. 

  
7. Update regarding Hednesford Town Centre Re-Development  
  
 Mr. M. Watkins, St Modwen Developments reported that the food store operator for Phase 
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1 of the re-development was Lidl and a car park, 6 new shops on Market Street and a 
pub/restaurant would be incorporated as part of the development. However, discussions 
were ongoing. The Phase 2 scheme would incorporate a larger food store, new shops and 
a community facility with an area of approximately 10,000 sq ft. Discussions were currently 
taking place with landowners and the Council to agree the details of the scheme. 

  
 Mr. Watkins hoped subject to site assembly, that the Phase 1 development would 

commence later this year and also reported that an advert would be placed in the local 
press on Thursday in relation to naming the competition. The prize for the best name was 
£200 of vouchers to use at a Lidl store. 

  
 County Councillor Mrs. S. Woodward referred to the Hednesford Mining Memorial and 

reported that planning permission had been granted in respect of an application for 4,000 
bricks to be used on the second phase. It was hoped that the bricks would be inscribed 
with the names of miners but discussions had established that insufficient space existed to 
extend the existing Memorial.  
 
Mr. G. Watson, the Council’s Economic Development Manager reported that he would 
discuss the issue with St Modwen to see about the possibility of including this in the 
Rugeley Road scheme.  

  
 Mr. Watson reported that in respect of timescales, should site assembly issues be 

resolved it was possible that work could commence later this year, however if it was 
necessary to pursue a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) it was possible that it could be 
delayed by around a further 12 months. 

  
 He reported that with regard to Phase 1 the Council were currently in negotiation with land 

owners but there was the possibility that the Council may have no alternative but to use 
the CPO route. Furthermore, formal notices would be sent to landowners within the next 
few weeks. 

  
 With regard to the former Lucas Building the Council’s Planning Control Committee had 

granted permission subject to a Section 106 agreement and Heads of Terms had also 
been agreed by the Council’s Cabinet. The next stage was to negotiate the Development 
Agreement. 

  
 Councillor R. Todd, Hednesford Town Council enquired as to whether there was any 

provision for public conveniences as part of the scheme. Mr. Watson reported that as part 
of the phase 2 development an agreement would be made with a food store operator for 
the toilet facilities within the store to be made available during trading hours.  

  
8. Update regarding Cannock Stadium 
  
 Mr. B. Phillips, the Council’s Head of Planning and Regeneration reported that the 

Council’s Planning Control Committee on 20 February, 2008 resolved to approve the 
stadium redevelopment application which was subject to conditions and a Section 106 
Agreement.  

  
 He reported that the conditions as part of the Section 106 Agreement included affordable 

housing, replacements athletics track and grandstand facilities, replacement grass football 
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pitches, an alternative site for an all weather pitch and the provision for children’s play. 
The application would be submitted to Government Office for the West Midlands as a  
proposed ‘departure’ from the Development Plan. Government Office would decide 
whether or not to ‘call-in’ the application for the Secretary of State’s decision. 

  
 Councillor Mrs. A.E. Jones raised concern that the people of Hednesford would not 

receive replacement facilities. The Head of Planning and Regeneration reported that 
replacement facilities would be provided for those that were lost and the current proposals 
were to replace the athletics facilities at Blake Valley Technical College to improve pitches 
at Hednesford Park as part of the replacement football pitches. 

  
9. Question  
  
 Question received from County Councillor J O’Leary in relation to the benefits for 

Hednesford from the sale of Pye Green Valley and Stadium.  
  
 Hednesford Town Council Councillor Mr. A. Pearson read out the following statements on 

behalf of County Councillor J O’Leary: - 
  
 1. Hednesford must benefit from the sale of the Pye Green Valley 
 2. Hednesford Park is a disgrace – the Children’s equipment is quite inadequate and 

 out of date 
 3. The Pavillion needs to be refurbished and use made for the sale of tea, coffee, 

 sandwiches and the like; showers/changing facilities for use of persons playing 
 tennis and other sports 

 4. With regard to the footpaths – the good work carried out so far, should be 
 completed 

 5. Gates and fencing are of paramount importance, to prevent the unauthorised 
 parking of vehicles 

 6. Tennis courts and football pitches need bringing up to standard 
 7. Hednesford Museum, whilst under renovation also needs to be extended – to 

 display items which have never seen the light of day since the Museum was 
 opened 

  
 The Director of Organisational Improvement reported that there were four major benefits 

of the sale of the stadium.  
  
 The first benefit was the proposed facilities at Blake Valley Technology College which 

would include a 10 lane athletics track, artificial turf pitch, multi use games area and 200 
seat grandstand with changing facilities. He reported that school children, athletics clubs 
and football clubs would all benefit from the new stadium which was subject to a decision 
by Members of the Council.  

  
 He reported that the second benefit was that of investment for affordable housing with 

£1.25 million being invested to increase the supply of housing on the Elizabeth Road 
development and people of Hednesford would be able to access the additional social 
housing. 

  
 The third benefit which was for Hednesford Park was a £45,000 investment to improve the 

quality of existing pitches in order that poor weather conditions had less of an impact on 
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the surface of the pitches. 
  
 He reported that the fourth benefit would mean that funds from the sale of the stadium 

would be invested in the Prince of Wales Theatre, Chase Leisure Village and Rugeley 
Swimming Pool.  

  
 He reported that both the District and people of Hednesford would benefit from improved 

leisure facilities. 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration reported that a major benefit included the large 

area of open space on Pye Green Valley being retained as open space and being 
invested in for ecology benefits, and improved access for the public through footpaths and 
cycleways all funded through Section 106 Agreement.  

  
 In addition there would be some 50 affordable new homes, children’s play facilities and a 

multi use games area and traffic claming in Greenheath Road.  
  
 County Councillor Mrs. S. Woodward raised concern that people were previously lead to 

believe that the stadium development would cost around £22 million but now the cost was 
£15 million. She also stated that additional affordable housing was required in Hednesford 
and not just the District, and enquired regarding the cost for the stadium being sold. 

  
 The Director of Organisational Improvement reported that within the Leisure Strategy it 

included that a range of high quality facilities were put in place across the District.  
  
10. Question 
  
 Question received from Councillor Mrs. D. Grice in relation to keeping the public 

conveniences open in Hednesford.   
  
 The Director of Organisational Improvement read out the following statement: 
  
 “Following the Council’s Delivering Change process, a number of policy options were put 

forward for consideration by Members of Cannock Chase Council during the 2008/09 
budget setting process. One of the savings options included in the process was to close 
Hednesford Town Centre public conveniences. Cannock Chase Council’s budget for 
2008/09 was set by Members at its full Council meeting on 27 February 2008 and this 
option was included in the final budget, however, this was subject to a further report to the 
Council’s Cabinet, and therefore a final decision on the closure of the public conveniences 
was yet to be confirmed”. 

  
 He reported that following the Council meeting, Hednesford Town Council have been 

liaising with the Council to explore ways in which the public conveniences could be 
retained, and officers would continue to work with the Clerk of Hednesford Town Council 
in an attempt to find a solution.  

  
11. Old Hednesford Parkland 
  
 The Director of Organisational Improvement reported that a large group of residents 

attended the Hednesford Community Forum in December and raised concerns regarding 
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the proposals for play and other equipment.  
  
 He reported that the results from all the consultations activity were analysed and made 

public as part of the Cabinet report which was reported at the last Forum. 
  
 The Director of Organisational Improvement reported that Cabinet on 22 January, 2008 

agreed not to implement the original proposals due to consultation feedback and to invest 
the £95K into the site in an alternative scheme to clear the watercourse, make a range of 
other improvements to the site and to establish some structured activities on the site for 
young people. 

  
 He reported that following the Cabinet meeting a project team had been set up to take the 

scheme forward and a partnership had been formed with Staffordshire County Council to 
establish a safer route to school path on the site. 

  
12. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman reported that the next Hednesford Community Forum was scheduled for 

Tuesday 17 June, 2008 and forms were available for members of the public to complete 
should they wish to raise items for the meeting. 

  
13. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman reported the date of the next meeting of the Hednesford Community Forum:  
  
 • Tuesday 17 June, 2008 
  
  
  
  
 


