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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

HELD ON TUESDAY 6 SEPTEMBER, 2016 AT 4:00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors: 

  Freeman, Miss. M.A. (Chairman) 
  Sutton, Mrs. H.M. (Vice-Chairman) 

 

 

 Allt, Mrs. A. 
 Cooper, Miss. J. 
 Dudson, Miss. M.J. 
 Dean, A. 
 Johnson, J.P. 

Johnson, T.B. 
Martin, Mrs. C.E. 
Smith, C.D. 
Woodhead, P.E. 

 
Also present:  
 
Staffordshire County Council Co-opted Member Councillor Mrs. D. Todd 
Independent Co-opted Member: Elizabeth Learoyd, Advocacy Manager, Healthwatch 
Staffordshire  
 
Observing:  
 
Councillor Mrs. M.A. Davis, Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Leader.  
Councillor Mrs. C. Mitchell, Culture and Sport Portfolio Leader 
  
9. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. S. M. Cartwright.  

  
10. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restrictions on Voting by Members 
 
Member   Nature of Interest    Type 
 
Allt, Mrs. A.   Employed by County Hospital,   Personal  
    Stafford 
 
No declarations of interests in addition to those already confirmed by Members in 
the Register of Members Interests were made. 

 
11. Minutes 

 
Page 2, Minute 3. Work Programme – Defibrillator 
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Steve Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health advised that he was currently making 
enquiries regarding the issues around the defibrillator.  
 
Page 2, Minute 3. Work Programme – Arthritis Care Group – Royal Wolverhampton 
Hospitals NHS Trust (RWHNHS) 
 
A Member reported that she had been approached by the Atherosclerosis Care 
Group who had recently had discussions with the RWHNHS Trust and had been 
informed that they would have to pay for some services used. Contact was made 
with MP Amanda Milling for support on this and the Chair of the Group who was also 
looking into this. The Member concerned would raise this at the regular Trust 
meeting.  
 
Page 3, Minute 8. Health Scrutiny Committee Work Programme 2016-17 – Adult 
Disabled Adaptations 
 
The Head of Environmental Health advised Members that the individual case alluded 
to at the last meeting had now had the grant approved and the required works would 
be completed as soon as possible. With regard to the Home Improvement Agency 
(HIA) the contract would expire on 31 March, 2017 and the County Council had the 
discretion to extend it for a further 12 months. However, if they did not extend it, a 
new HIA provider would need to be procured. He advised that the Council was 
currently looking at contingency procedures in the event of there being problems 
with this process.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 July, 2016 be approved as a correct 
record. 

  
 At this point the Chairman reported that she would be considering an additional item 

which would be taken under Item 8. on the Agenda regarding the recent press 
release concerning the suspension of Accident and Emergency Services to under 
18s at County Hospital, Stafford.  

  
12. Quarter 1 Performance Report 2016-17 – Better Health Priority Delivery Plan 

 
Members considered the Quarter 1 Performance Report 2016-17, Better Health 
Priority Delivery Plan (Item 4.1 – 4.3).  
 
Members noted the contents of the Quarter 1 Performance Report 2016-17, Better 
Health Priority Delivery Plan.  

  
13. Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles (WLCT) – Targeting and Promotion of, and 

Engagement with Activities and Services 
 
The Chairman and Members welcomed Chris Derbyshire, Head of Business 
Development to the meeting who gave a presentation.  
 
The Chairman reported that she had received positive feedback with regard to 
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Footgolf.  She then asked about the closure of the café at the Chase Leisure Centre 
and whether there were any plans to re-open it. 
 
Chris Derbyshire reported that there were currently no plans to re-open the café as 
there was not enough income generated. However, it may be something that could 
be considered again in the future.  
 
Members discussed the active referral scheme and referred to problems with the 
scheme in the past and were keen to know what was being done differently now to 
have more of a positive impact.  
 
Chris Derbyshire reported that Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles had received some 
funding from McMillan which supported the programme, and he also commented 
that having a good relationship and support of GPs had helped with the scheme. 
 
With regard to a number of questions raised by a Member, he reported that Inspiring 
Healthy Lifestyles would try to work with and develop a policy for voluntary sector 
working, and commented that the Well Active programme was always being 
considered where it could be developed further.  
 
Members referred to the Well Active programme and were keen to see what the use 
was for those people with learning difficulties. A Member commented that 50/60 
people were attending regularly on Fridays; however, the Member was advised to 
contact the Officer separately regarding this.   
 
A Member referred to a recent Cabinet report and the satisfaction levels with regard 
to junior golf and attendance levels. 
 
Chris Derbyshire reported that whilst every effort was made to engage junior golf, 
including that with schools it was also a difficult game for those who were non-
players. Therefore, Footgolf was introduced to try and attract new people to a sport 
which combined football and golf.  
 
With regard to questions regarding the Museum of Cannock Chase, it was reported 
that the reduction in visits was directly linked to schools and a change in the 
curriculum.  
 
The Chairman and Members thanked Chris Derbyshire for attending the meeting. 

  
14. Provision of Free Leisure Activities for Ex-Service Personnel – Discussion 

 
Chris Derbyshire reported that the current membership for the scheme which 
operated for ex-service personnel was 130 with a small cost to Inspiring Healthy 
Lifestyles each life.  
 
He advised that he had made contact with the Royal British Legion with a view to 
see how the scheme could be promoted.  
 
The Culture and Sport Portfolio Leader relayed the importance of working together 
and advised that if any Members thought there were issues surrounding the leisure 
services, they were welcome to contact her as concerns could be raised at the 
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monthly contract meeting if needed.   
  
15. Healthwatch Staffordshire – Update 

 
Elizabeth Learoyd, Advocacy Manager reported that Healthwatch were trying to 
engage with more people. An Engagement Officer had been to Hednesford Fire 
Station, the Leisure Centre and Hospitals trying to promote the services. 
 
She reported that 13% of referrals to the advocacy service where from Cannock and 
1100 calls were received from residents in the Staffordshire area.  
 
It was reported that there were a variety of issues that were of concern to residents 
which included health services outside of the area, wheelchair services, West 
Midlands Ambulance Services and hospital services at New Cross Hospital, 
Wolverhampton.  
 
She reported that no complaints had been received in the last quarter for Cannock 
Chase Hospital and positive comments had been received with regard to the 
rehabilitation services. She indicated that a report would be made available for the 
next meeting. 
 
Elizabeth Learoyd reported on numerous research projects being undertaken, 
quarterly patient meetings at Cannock Chase Hospital and problems with patient 
appointment times between New Cross and Cannock.  
 
She reported on the recent AGM where priorities for Healthwatch to consider would 
be mental health, availability and access to services, and adult and child social care. 
A copy of the document would be made available on the Healthwatch website. 
 
A Member queried the appointment system and asked if there was any information 
concerning appointment times at Stoke Hospital.  
 
Elizabeth Learoyd advised that she had no information regarding appointments at 
Stoke Hospital but she would take this back and look into it as concerns had been 
raised regarding transportation links.  
 
A Member also discussed bus links between Hednesford and Wimblebury and how 
the changes would impact on residents trying to get to hospital. She advised that a 
petition had been raised by local residents and asked if there was anything that 
Healthwatch could do to offer support. Elizabeth Learoyd advised that she would 
look into this. 

  
16. Staffordshire County Council’s Healthy Staffordshire Select Committee – 

Update 
 
All Age Disability – Independent Futures  
 
The Chairman reported that the All Age Disability – Independent Futures report had 
been discussed at the County Council on 17 August, 2016.  
 
Members of the Health Scrutiny Committee discussed the report and hoped that the 
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changes to the structure would work, however serious concerns were expressed 
with a number of the proposals contained within the report. It was suggested that 
Members feedback to the Committee the impact of the changes within the 
community.  
 
Members asked about a review being carried out once the structure had been 
changed. The Chairman indicated that it was likely that 6 month review would be 
carried out.  
 
Closure of A&E to Under 18’s at the County Hospital, Stafford  
 
The Chairman reported that Accident and Emergency Services at the County 
Hospital, Stafford had been suspended for those under the age of 18 due to the 
service not being clinically safe, and was keen to seek the views from Members of 
the Committee on this. 
 
A Member was of the opinion that the Trust was obliged to advise the County 
Council’s Healthy Staffordshire Select Committee of issues within the hospital. 
Whilst this was the case the Head of Environmental Health indicated that because it 
was classed as an emergency it would have taken priority.  
 
Members of the Committee expressed concern that the service was not clinically 
safe and felt that the closure was very quick. There was also concern regarding 
under qualified staff running certain departments which had been highlighted in a 
recent inspection.  
 
The Chairman reported that the next Healthy Staffordshire Select Committee 
meeting was scheduled for 19 September, 2016 and would advise the Health 
Scrutiny Committee if this issue was discussed.  
 
Members were keen for a letter to be forwarded to the Hospital expressing their 
concerns.   

  
17. Health Accountability Sessions 

 
The Head of Environmental Health reported that there would be four accountability 
sessions which would be held at the County Council and would be webcast. The 
sessions would commence at 5.00 p.m.  
 
He advised that the Members on the Healthy Staffordshire Select Committee had an 
automatic right to attend the meetings and any other Member could attend in the 
capacity as a member of the public.  
 
The Head of Environmental Health would circulate an email confirming the details to 
Members. 

  
18. Work Programme Update 

 
It was reported that County Councillor Alan White, Cabinet Member for Health, Care 
and Wellbeing would not be attending a meeting of the Health Scrutiny Committee to 
discuss the budget issues surrounding the Better Care Fund (BCF). This was 
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because the BCF affected the whole of the county and was being dealt with by the 
county Healthy Staffordshire Select Committee.  
 
The Head of Environmental Health reported that Dr. Huda, Chair of Cannock Chase 
Clinical Commissioning Group was available to attend a meeting of the Health 
Scrutiny Committee although he could not attend any of the current meeting dates 
currently scheduled. It was suggested that an informal meeting be arranged and 
Members questions submitted in advance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
CHAIRMAN 

  
 The meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m. 

 


