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Town Centre Regeneration PDC 091012 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 9 OCTOBER, 2012 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  
Councillors 

  

Ball, G.D. (Vice-Chairman – in the Chair) 
 

Allt, Mrs. A. 
Anslow, C. 
Freeman, Miss M. 
            

Jones, R. 
Todd, Mrs. D. 
Whitehouse, Mrs. L. 

 (In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. A. Spicer, the Vice-Chairman, 
Councillor G.D. Ball took the Chair). 
 

9. 
 

Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. A. Spicer (Chairman) and 
Mrs. D. Grice. 

  
10. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
  
 Member                         Interest                                                        Type 

 
Todd, Mrs. D.    Hednesford Town Council – Member of                 Personal 

  
No other Declarations of Interests were made in addition to those already confirmed 
by Members in the Register of Members’ Interests. 
 

11. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 29 August, 2012 be approved as a correct 
record. 

  
12. Update from The Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Holder Councillor Mrs. 

D.M. Todd 
  
 The Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Leader provided the Committee with the 

following update: 
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 With regard to Cannock town centre she advised that a development statement for 
the Beecroft Road site was being finalised to support efforts to secure a development 
partner. 

  
 In relation to Hednesford town centre Members were informed that the recruitment 

process for the new Tesco store was continuing and the appointment of the store 
manager had been confirmed. Marketing of the new units was continuing with Phones 
4 You being confirmed as the most recent letting.  Expressions of interest were now 
being sought from potential operators of the new community facility.  Aldi had been 
confirmed as the operator of the discount food store on the Rugeley Road site which 
was expected to open in May 2013.  Concerns had been raised regarding the 
restrictions on the use of the Rugeley Road car park as a result of the Aldi 
announcement.  It had been agreed that a review of car parking at Rugeley Road 
would be undertaken in early 2013 once the new Tesco store had opened.  This 
would facilitate ongoing discussions with interested parties.   
 
With regard to Rugeley town centre she advised that demolition work was continuing 
to clear the site for the new Tesco store, construction was expected to start during the 
early part of next year with a late summer 2013 opening. 
 
Councillor Ball sought further information regarding the car parking concerns being 
raised by the owner of the bingo Hall in Hednesford.  The Planning and Economic 
Development Services Manager explained that negotiations had taken place with Aldi 
and it had been agreed that approximately 40 parking spaces would be made 
available without a time limit for visitors to the town centre including users of the bingo 
hall.  In addition there was another large free car park available at the other side of 
the town.  He confirmed that a review of the Rugeley Road car parking would be 
undertaken in early 2013 when Tesco and the 600 space plus car park had opened.  
There would be an opportunity to influence the signage and to look at how the Council 
element of the car park could operate.  However, the 90 minutes restriction was not 
open to renegotiation. 

  
13. Performance Outturn Update 

 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration advised Members that the Performance 
outturn information would need to be considered by Scrutiny prior to being considered 
by the Committee.  Scrutiny Committee on 20 November, 2012 would receive the 
performance outturn information and this would be submitted to the meeting of the 
Policy Development Committee in December. 

  
14. Town Centre Traders Associations Issues 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration welcomed Sheila Dunning, Cannock Traders 

Association, Simon Orme, Hednesford Traders Association and Angi Cooney, 
Rugeley Traders Association to the meeting.  The representatives had been invited to 
the meeting to inform Members of the issues they wished the Committee to consider. 
 
Sheila Dunning outlined the main concerns of Cannock Traders Association.  The 
Association considered that there was a need to increase footfall in the town centre 
through events.  The use of a “personality” would attract the public into the town.  
However, the lack of funding for such events was a problem.  There was a general 
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feeling of apathy amongst many of the traders and they had little interest in joining the 
Association.  Rents were seen as being high and retailers were not willing to make 
any financial support or contribute to the running of any events.  She sought ideas on 
how to get retailers to attend Association meetings and how to get financial support 
for event days.  In particular she referred to the Christmas light switch on which would 
cost approximately £1,860 and was difficult to finance.  She then made reference to 
Cannock not having a Parish/Town Council.  This issue was discussed at a recent 
Cannock Community Forum meeting where the cost implications for local rate payers 
had been explained.  She asked whether any Councillors would like to attend the 
Traders Association meetings. 
 
Councillors Mrs. M. Freeman and C. Anslow agreed that they would be happy to 
attend the next Cannock Traders Association meeting to discuss how they might be 
able to work with the Association to overcome these issues. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration acknowledged the concerns raised by the 
Cannock Traders Association.  He indicated that limited s106 monies had been 
secured for use in Cannock Town Centre which could provide funding for event days. 
However, the case for using this funding would be strengthened if more retailers were 
encouraged to become more involved in the Association and the organising of events. 

  
 Simon Orme then explained that Hednesford Traders Association had a number of 

concerns.  The main issues were how Hednesford Traders can compete with national 
retail chains (they have developed a “totally locally” strap line), the Community Toilet 
Scheme and the disproportionate allocation of car parking.  He advised that 
Hednesford Traders Association was a strong and positive organisation with its own 
website and Facebook page.  A newsletter was also produced with support from the 
Town Council.  It was hoped that, through advertising, the newsletter would become 
self financing. The “Hednesford Lotto” had proved successful and had created funding 
to use on events such as the recent Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  He considered 
Hednesford Traders had to help themselves to be successful and be self supportive.  
The Association would welcome any funding that was available which would enable 
them to become responsible for the Christmas lights each year. 
 
The Traders considered that the Community Toilet Scheme was a good idea but 
sought clarity on how the scheme would run and a strategy for delivery.  There were 
at least three traders in Hednesford who would be willing to participate in the scheme.  
Clarification on health and safety matters and finances was also sought. 
 
Finally, the Association was concerned that a large proportion of the car parking 
capacity in the town centre was controlled by retailers (Tesco and Aldi) and 
considered that this may become an issue.  In particular, they were of the opinion that 
the allocation of car parking spaces to the Tesco store was disproportionate when 
compared to the total car parking capacity available in the town centre as a whole.  
Additionally, they had concern regarding the 90 minute time restriction at the Aldi car 
park.  There were at least eight businesses in the town whose customers required 
more than a 90 minute stay.  Consideration should also be given to parking for Aldi 
and Tesco staff.   
 
Nevertheless, the Association considered that the new developments in Hednesford 
offered an excellent opportunity for the Traders as Tesco would attract customers into 
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the town.  The Traders had to find ways of attracting these customers into the town 
centre shops. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration acknowledged the concerns raised by the 
Traders Association and confirmed that Officers had offered a commitment to review 
how the new the car parking was working once the Tesco store had opened.  Officers 
would also commit to working with the Traders Association to progress the 
Community Toilet Scheme.  He also confirmed that, where appropriate resources 
were available, Officers would work with the Traders Association to determine the 
most beneficial way to allocate such monies. 
 
Angi Cooney commented that the Rugeley Traders Association operated with support 
from the Rugeley Town Council, producing a newsletter, organising events and 
running the “Rugeley Lotto”.  
 
She then outlined the main issues in respect of the Rugeley Traders Association.  The 
Association acknowledged the proposed Tesco development although there was 
concern that it would affect trade in the town centre.  It was considered that the 
implementation of a scheme to link the Tesco store to the town centre would help. 
 
The Association had concerns regarding the proposed Miners Memorial and that 
Section 106 monies were being used to fund it.  The Association considered the 
Memorial should be located in the town centre and not on the Globe Island.  
Furthermore, the Association considered it would be difficult for the Traders as 
parking at Tesco would be free and car parking charges would apply in the town 
centre car parks.  They were of the opinion that customers would not leave the free 
Tesco car park and then go into town and pay for parking. 
 
She advised that the Association had a sum of money available which they wanted to 
use to improve the street furniture in the town centre.  However, the District Council 
had advised that any street furniture would need to be standardised throughout the 
District.  The Association would not be able to purchase furniture of their choice. 
 
Councillor R. Jones offered his congratulations to Angi Cooney and her team who had 
developed a good relationship with Rugeley Town Council over the last three years.  
He considered that the development of the Tesco store would attract people into 
Rugeley from outside of the area (such as Handsacre and Colton) and it was 
therefore imperative that a link between the Tesco store and the town centre be 
established to encourage these people to visit the town centre. 
 
Councillor Mrs. A. Allt commented that the town centre car park was busier on a 
Sunday when parking was free even though fewer shops were open.  She suggested 
that car parking should be provided free on the Saturday instead of the Sunday and 
this would encourage more people to shop in the town centre on Saturdays. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration acknowledged the issues raised by the 
Rugeley Traders Association.  He noted the concern of the Association that the Tesco 
store would impact on the traders as it would move the profile of shopping from the 
town centre, but considered that the Tesco development would attract more people 
from outside of the District and this should be seen as an opportunity to bring them 
into the town centre.  There was a planning agreement in place to provide a link from 
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Tesco to the town centre.  He advised that there would be discussions between 
Council Officers and the Association to agree the best approach in this respect. 
 
With regard to the concern regarding the Miners Memorial and the street furniture he 
commented that these were issues for the Portfolio Leader and Members to consider 
and noted that the Memorial was the subject of consultation.  Further discussions 
would take place on these matters. 
 
He commented that the issues raised in respect of car parking needed to be 
considered and discussed in more detail as car parking generated an income for the 
Authority. 
 
Councillor Jones considered that the Miners Memorial should not be sited on the 
Globe Island but it should be sited in a position where people could view it.  He 
commented that Rugeley residents were concerned that Section 106 monies were 
being used to provide the Miners Memorial as they considered these monies should 
be used to improve the town centre. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration confirmed that the spending for the provision 
of the Memorial has been agreed by the Council and could not therefore be 
renegotiated. The use of the Section 106 monies was not a matter for the Committee 
to consider.  However, the siting of the Memorial would be considered as part of the 
approvals for the scheme. 
 
The Planning and Economic Development Services Manager explained that car 
parking fees throughout the District would be waived on the two Saturdays prior to the 
Christmas period.  Additionally, it had been agreed that all Council managed car parks 
would be gritted this winter period.  With regard to Hednesford he considered that 
overall there was an adequate amount of car parking spaces being provided.  
However, this would be reviewed early next year. 
 
Members supported the following actions: 
 

• That Cannock Traders Association should engage with Members and Officers 
of the Council to consider methods of securing funding and improved 
engagement with retailers to support events being held in the town centre. 
 

• That Cannock Traders Association be requested to formally invite Councillor 
Mrs. M. Freeman and Councillor C. Anslow to attend their next meeting as part 
of the above. 

 

• That Officers engage with Hednesford Traders Association as part of the 
review of the car parking at Rugeley Road once the Tesco store has opened.   

 

• That Council Officers commit to working with the Hednesford Traders 
Association (along with other stakeholders) with regard to progressing the 
Community Toilet Scheme in Hednesford. 

 

• That, in accordance with the protocol agreed by Cabinet, where resources are 
available, Officers and the Portfolio Leader work with Hednesford Traders 
Association to determine how any funding should be spent. 
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• That Rugeley Traders Association be involved in the discussion on the 
proposals to implement a scheme to link the Tesco store to the town centre. 
 

• That the issues raised in respect of car parking in Rugeley town centre be 
considered and discussed in more detail with Rugeley Traders Association. 
 

That Cabinet be recommended: 
 

• That the views of Rugeley Traders Association be taken into account in any 
Council decision on the siting of the proposed Miners Memorial. 

 

• That Rugeley Traders Association be involved in discussions regarding the 
provision of street furniture in Rugeley town centre. 
 

  
15. Work Programme Review 
  
 Consideration was given to the Committee’s Work Programme for 2012-13 (Enclosure 

6).  The Head of Planning and Regeneration suggested that Members may wish to 
amend the work programme to include feedback of Traders Associations issues at 
each meeting. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Work Programme be amended to include feedback of Traders Associations 

issues at each meeting. 
  
16. Exclusion of Public 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3, Part 1, Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act, 1972 (as amended). 
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 CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

 TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 TUESDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 2012 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

 IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

 PART 2 
 

17. Progress on Town Centre Regeneration 
  
 Members were provided with an update on the latest position with regard to 

confidential matters for town centre redevelopment schemes in all three of the 
District’s town centres. 
 
Cannock 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration updated Members on the position in respect 
of the Beecroft Road site reporting that a development statement was being finalised 
with a view to securing a development partner. 
 
Hednesford 
 
Members were updated on the position in respect of the concerns regarding car 
parking requirements raised by the operator of the Bingo Hall. 
 
Rugeley 
 
The Committee was advised that Officers were liaising with the County Council 
regarding the implementation of a scheme to link the Tesco store to the town centre.  
Rugeley Traders Association would be involved in the discussions. 
 

  
  
 The meeting finished at 5.25pm.        
  
  
     
 CHAIRMAN 
  
  
  

 


