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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY 10 JULY, 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
 

 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Beddows, J. 
 Bernard, Mrs. A.F. 
 Dixon, D.I. 

Morgan, C.W.J. 
Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

 
 

(An apology for absence was received from Councillor J. Bernard (Vice-Chairman)). 
  
1. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Morgan, C.W.J. Council Tenant Personal 
    
 Dixon, D.I. Council Tenant Personal 
  
2. Presentation on the role and remit of the Housing Policy Development Committee 
  
 A handout was circulated to all Members which provided information which gave a brief 

overview of the role and remit of the Scrutiny Committee and Policy Development 
Committees.  
 
Mr. Surjit Tour, Legal and Democratic Services Manager explained that the role of the 
Policy Development Committees would be to review current Council policies, consider 
future policy development and make proposals to Cabinet. They would not act as a 
Scrutiny function as this would be undertaken by the Scrutiny Committee and the 
Performance and Partnerships Scrutiny Sub Committee. The Policy Development 
Committees would also be able to engage with stakeholders and the community to 
encourage policy development. 

  
3. Development of Work Programme 
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 The Chairman circulated a note which provided details of the Council’s housing stock and 
the capital receipts which had been received from Right to Buy sales in recent years. He 
explained that the information provided a context for the work of the Housing Policy 
Development Committee and it was noted that:  

 (i) There had been a significant reduction in the Council’s housing stock 
  since 1980 as a result of the Right to Buy and Government restrictions on 
  new Council house buildings. 

(ii) The Council’s housing stock would decline further as a result of the  
 planned demolition of re-reinforced concrete houses, although these  
 would be ‘replaced’ by housing association dwellings for rent. 

 
 (iii) The Government required the Council’s housing stock to meet the Decent 
  Homes Standard by 2010 and to be maintained to the same standard 
  thereafter. 

 
 (iv) The Council’s Capital Investment Strategy was dependent on the use of 
  capital receipts generated from the Right to Buy and an agreed land sales 
  programme, and the ‘downturn’ in the housing market would reduce the 
  estimated resources that were available.  

  
 The Government’s policy for the future financing of Council housing was unclear but: 

 
(i) A review of the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) subsidy system was 

currently in progress and would report in spring 2009. 
 
(ii) The Government was exploring the potential benefits of ‘self-financing’ which 

could allow some authorities to leave the HRA subsidy system, subject to a 
‘one off’ financial adjustment. 

  
 In order to provide background information and a framework for the Policy Development 

Committees work, it was agreed that position papers and presentations should be made to 
future meetings on: 

(i) The need for additional affordable and social housing. 
 
 (ii) The financial situation of the Housing Revenue Account. 

  
 It was considered that additional meetings were required in view of the Committees 

potential work programme for the 2008-09 municipal year. Two additional meetings were 
initially agreed in August 2008 and it was agreed that a proposed schedule of further 
meetings for the year should be submitted to the next meeting. 

  
 Members considered a briefing note of the Head of Housing regarding the establishment 

of three ‘Star Panels’. The Head of Housing explained that the Panels would examine five 
elements of the housing service in relation to three cross cutting themes prior to an 
inspection by the Audit Commission Housing Inspectorate which it was understood would 
take place in 2009-10. The Committee decided not to establish ‘Star Panels’ at this time, 
but to consider and examine the five elements of the housing service through the 
Committee as a whole. 
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AGREED: 
 
 (A)  That initial meetings of the Committee be held on the 12 August and 26 
   August, 2008 and that a proposed schedule of additional meetings for the 
   remainder of the  municipal year be submitted to the next meeting.  
 

(B)              That the following Work Programme be agreed for the 2008-09 municipal 
              year: 
 

  (i)  The provision of additional affordable and social housing. 
 
  (ii)  Improving the Council’s Housing Service: 
 

• Adaptations for disabled households 

• Elderly persons internal decoration scheme 

• Tenant incentive schemes 

• Access to services 
 
 (iii)  The provision of second doors to Council bungalows 
 
 (C)  That the following matters be considered at the next two meetings: 

 
  (i)  12 August, 2008 

 

• Presentation and position paper on the need for additional 
affordable and social housing 

 

• Briefing note on the elderly persons internal decoration 
scheme 

 
  (ii)   26 August, 2008 

 

• Presentation and position papers on the financial situation of 
the Housing Revenue Account 

 

• Briefing note on the elderly and disabled persons grass 
cutting programme. 

 

• Report on the provision of second doors to Council 
bungalows 

  
4. Provision of Second Doors to Council Bungalows  
  
 Members considered the briefing note of the Head of Housing and discussed the potential 

benefits of re-introducing a programme of second doors to Council bungalows. 
  
 It was considered that the re-introduction of the programme should be pursued, although it 

was noted that the availability of capital resources could provide a constraint. 
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 It was agreed that a report on the potential re-introduction of a second doors to Council 
bungalows programme, typical floor plans should be submitted to the meeting on 26 
August, 2008. 

  
 AGREED: 

 
That a report on the potential re-introduction of a second doors to Council bungalows 
programme and typical floor plans be submitted to the meeting of the Committee on 26 
August, 2008. 

  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


