
Minutes Published: 25 November, 2008 
Call-In Expires: 4 December, 2008 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

CABINET 
 

THURSDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2008 AT 4.30 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Stanley, N.K. Leader of the Council 
Children & Young People Leader 

Freeman, M.P. Deputy Leader of the Council 
Healthier Communities and Older People Leader 

Bernard, Mrs. A.F. Housing Leader 
Davies, D.N. Town Centres Development Leader 
Grocott, M.R. Access to Skills, Economic Development & 

Enterprise Leader 
Jillings, J. Safer & Stronger Communities Leader 
Williams, A. Environment Leader 

 
83. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 16 October, 2008 be approved as a correct record. 
  
84. Updates from Portfolio Leaders 
  

Safer and Stronger Communities Leader 
 
Councillor J. Jillings reported that the ‘Safer Chase Communities Shop’ was anticipated to 
open on 6 December 2008 at 4 High Green Court, Cannock.  The opening of the shop was 
the result of the partnership between the Council, the Police and Trading Standards and 
would be available for residents to ‘drop in’ for advice about services. 
 
Access to Skills, Economic Development and Enterprise Leader 
 
Councillor M. Grocott reported that the Key Business Village had opened on 13 November 
2008, which included high specification business units. 

  
85. Forward Plan 
  
 Consideration was given to the Forward Plan of Decisions for the period November - 

February 2009 (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.4 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
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 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Forward Plan of Decisions for the period November - February 2009, be approved. 
  
86. Part 1 Minutes of Policy Development Committees 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the Part 1 Minutes of the following Policy Development Committees be received for 
information: 
  
(i) Children and Young People Policy Development Committee – 30 September, 2008 
 
(ii) Healthier Communities and Older People Policy Development Committee – 25 

September, 2008 
 
(iii) Environment Policy Development Committee – 16 September, 2008 
 
(iv) Access to Skills, Economic Development and Enterprise Policy Development 

Committee – 28 August 2008 
  
87. Members Grant Aid Scheme – Approval of Applications 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Governance (Enclosure 7.1 – 7.10 of 

the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 

 That having discharged the obligations under the Members’ Grant Aid Initiative Scheme, 
consent be given to the Director of Governance (or anyone so authorised by him) to pay all 
such grants as are due to applicants named in the Schedule of Endorsed Applications at 
Annex 2 of the report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reason for the Decisions 
 
The endorsed applications submitted under the grant aid scheme had been accepted and 
vetted in accordance with the Members’ Grant Aid Scheme Terms and Conditions and 
approved by Council.  Before any payment can be made to applicants, Cabinet approval 
was required.  
 

88. Car Parking Charges During Christmas Period 2008 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

8.1 – 8.5 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
 That on the two Saturdays prior to Christmas 2008 car parking charges be charged at the 

minimum ticket rate for the respective car park being used and that the ticket cover the 
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vehicle parking for the whole of the day. 
 

 Reason for the Decision 
 
To reduce car parking charges for the two Saturdays prior to Christmas may potentially 
assist increasing footfall figures within the town centres.  However, this would mean some 
loss of income in car parking revenue which was reflected in the Council’s overall budget. 

  
89. Free Swimming Policy 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Organisational Improvement 

(Enclosure 9.1 – 9.8 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 
(A) That the commitment to implement Free Swimming for Over 60’s and Under 16’s at 

Chase and Rugeley Leisure Centres for a two year period starting 1 April 2009 and 
ending on 31st March 2011 be confirmed unless further national funds become 
available. 

 
(B) That, subject to the initial expression of interest to Sport England being successful, 

the development of a bid to the national free swimming capital modernisation fund be 
supported to establish a new 25m 8 Lane swimming pool plus trainer pool in Cannock 
on the current Chase Leisure Centre site. 

 
 Reasons for the Decision 

 
The offer of free swimming would help to increase the number of users and visits to the 
swimming pools thereby offering more diversionary activities for young people during the out 
of school hours and the opportunity for over 60’s to increase their levels of activity by 1% 
each year (contributing to National Indicator NI8) and help to improve their health.  The 
decision was consistent with the Council’s Leisure Strategy which aims to establish a new 
leisure centre, pool and theatre facilities in Cannock for the District’s residents and visitors.  
In addition, an opportunity existed to bid for external funding to contribute to the capital 
requirement for the provision of a new swimming pool which was also consistent with the 
Council’s Leisure strategy. 
  

90. Leisure Concessions Scheme 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Organisational Improvement 

(Enclosure 10.1 – 10.13 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Leisure Concessions Scheme be adopted as set out in the report. 

 
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The scheme had been reviewed in order to develop a new audience and increase the 
number of individuals making use of the concessions and consequently regularly 
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participating in sport and active recreation.  The new scheme aimed to target those 
individuals who were currently inactive or who are not taking part in the recommended level 
of physical activity in order to reduce health inequalities, particularly in the most deprived 
wards across the District.  

  
91. Parks Development Half-Year Review 2008-09 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Organisational Improvement 

(Enclosure 11.1 – 11.9 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the progress of the Parks Development Projects as at 30 September 2008 as outlined 

in the report be noted. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The Parks Development Programme demonstrates the Council’s commitment to investing 
significant funds to improve existing and build new play facilities, the progress of which was 
ongoing. 

  
92. Business Rates Relief 2009/10 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Governance (Enclosure 12.1 – 12.10 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That in order to achieve an £8,000 saving in the Business Rate Relief budget, the following 

framework be established:- 
 
(i) That those organisations currently receiving 10% Top Up Rate Relief as outlined in 

Annex 1 of the report be reduced to 7%. 
 
(ii) That those organisations currently receiving 25% Discretionary Rate Relief as outlined 

in Annex 1 of the report be reduced to 15%. 
 
(iii) That the organisations currently receiving 75% Discretionary Rate Relief as outlined in 

Annex 1 of the report be reduced to 65%. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The following framework will achieve the required savings, whilst at the same time 
continuing to support appropriate organisations, in line with the Council’s objectives.  The 
framework shares the burden of the budgetary cuts, in a fair and proportionate way amongst 
the affected organisations.  
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93. Regional Spatial Strategy Phase 2 Revision Preferred Option – Housing, Retail and 
Office Provision 

  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 13.1 – 13.8 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the West Midlands Regional Assembly and the Panel Secretary for the 

Examination in Public of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Phase 2 
Revision be informed that the Council: 

 
(i) supports policy CF3 Level and Distribution of New Housing Development 2006 

– 2026; 
 
(ii) notes the proposed growth scenarios in the Nathaniel Lichfield Housing 

Options Study and agrees that additional housing in the broad location of 
Cannock/South Staffordshire would be inappropriate 

 
(iii) objects to policy PA12A Comparison Retail Floorspace Requirements 2006 – 

2026;  
 
(iv) objects to Policy PA13A Office Development Requirements 2006 – 2026. 

 
(B) That officers be authorised to compile evidence, make representations on these 

issues and if invited, give evidence at the Examination in Public. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) provides regional level spatial planning 
policy which helps guide and direct district level Local Development Frameworks (LDFs), 
including that currently being prepared for Cannock Chase District.  In reviewing the Phase 2 
Revision Preferred Option of the RSS the areas of housing allocations, retail provision and 
office provision have been identified as areas concern for Cannock Chase District. 

  
94. Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 14.1 – 14.7 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment for Cannock Chase District, 

be approved and published as background evidence and for public viewing as part of 
the Local Development Framework. 

 
(B) That the Deputy Chief Executive in consultation with the Portfolio Leader be 

authorised to update and publish the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
on an annual basis as sites are developed and new sites brought forward. 
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 Reason for the Decision 
 
The SHLAA was required to be undertaken by national planning policy in order to assist in 
identifying a 15 year housing land supply that provided continuity of delivery on a rolling 5 
year basis.  The SHLAA indicated that there was a potentially deliverable and developable 
supply of housing land for the next 15 years based on the emerging Regional Spatial 
Strategy required delivery rate of 290 net new dwellings per year 2006-2026. 

  
95. Minerals Core Strategy Development Plan Document – Consultation on Issues and 

Options (2), September 2008, Staffordshire County Council 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 15.1 – 15.13 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That Staffordshire County Council be informed that this Council has considered the  

contents of the Minerals Core Strategy Development Plan Document  - Issues and 
Options, September 2008, and responds as set out in Annex 1 of the report and in 
particular, objects to the proposals for the excavation of 2.8m tons of clay at the 
Poplars, Cannock and for the excavation of 3m tons of clay and 800,000 tons of coal 
at York’s Bridge, Norton Canes, by reason of the conflict with existing Green Belt 
policy, in respect to nature conservation interests up to and including at European 
level, the means of transport and potential adverse impact on the amenity of 
residents. 

 
(B) That Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council be informed of this Council’s concerns on 

the proposed excavation of clay and coal from York’s Bridge, Norton Canes, by 
reason of its conflict with Green Belt policy, in respect to nature conservation interests 
up to and including at European level, the means of transport and potential adverse 
impact on the amenity of residents. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The two sites at the Poplars, Cannock and York’s Bridge, Lime Lane, Norton Canes are 
located within the Green Belt.  The suitability of the proposed operation at the Poplars in the 
Green Belt would need to be considered, together with the potential impact on the amenities 
of local residents, who would be within 250m of the site, on the opposite side of Lichfield 
Road, A5190, together with the proposed use of road transport.  With regard to the York’s 
Bridge operation, this was within close proximity of the Cannock Extension Canal, which by 
reason of a rare floating plantain, had been designated as a Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC), and was therefore of  European significance.  The proposals would also need to be 
considered in the context of the location within the Green Belt, the likely effect on nature 
conservation interests, the means of transport and the impact on residents. 

  
96. Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Joint Waste Core Strategy Development Plan 

Document – Issues and Options, September 2008 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 16.1 – 16.10 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 

Cabinet-201108 44 



  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That Staffordshire County Council be informed that Cannock Chase Council support the 

broad principles set out in the Joint Waste Core Strategy – Issues and Options DPD, 
September 2008, subject to the comments made in the Council’s formal response set out in 
Annex 1 of the report, and in particular the Council reserves the right to object to new waste 
management facilities that may emerge at future stages of the Waste Core Strategy, in 
terms of their impact on the amenity of residents including air pollution and noise, issues of 
nature conservation interest up to and including European level, and the means of transport. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The Council supports the broad principles set out in the Joint Waste Core Strategy but 
reserves the right to object to any proposals for new waste management facilities, either in 
the District or in close proximity, which may impact upon the amenity of residential areas by 
reason of noise, smell, fumes, dust, air quality or the means of transport, together with 
issues of nature conservation importance. 

  
97. Draft General Fund Revenue Budget 2009-10 to 2011-12 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Governance (Enclosure 17.1 – 17.16 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the report of the Director of Governance and the annual savings requirement of 

approximately £870,000 per annum, after allowing for a one-off set aside of £800,000 
to meet severance costs, be noted. 

 
(B) That Council be recommended to: 
 

(i) Consult with its usual budget consultees (including the public, the business 
community, the Shadow Cabinet, the Scrutiny Committee, staff and recognised 
trade unions) on the range of measures set out below to balance the budget 
over the three-year period. 

 
(ii) Authorise the issue of redundancy notices to affected staff in accordance with 

the Council’s redundancy policy, based on the proposed “consultation” budget, 
to allow redundancies to take effect on 31 March 2009, or as soon as practical 
thereafter, where savings are budgeted for a full year in 2009-10.  

 
(iii) Note that some of the budget proposals, including proposals regarding 

potentially redundant posts, would be reviewed following the results of 
consultation and that a final Cabinet proposal would be put to the Council in 
February 2009 which may result in some redundancy notices being withdrawn. 

 
(C) That the Council note corporate and support service savings totalling £272,270 in 

2009-10, £280,640 in 2010-11 and £286,850 in 2011-12, as set out in Appendix 1 to 
these Minutes, being taken from the budget under officer delegated powers. 
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(D) That savings of £121,000 in 2009-10, £319,000 in 2010-11 and £324,000 in 2011-12 

be taken as a result of a full senior management review, the detail of which would be 
presented to the Council on 22 December 2008. 

 
(E) That the balance of savings required, totalling £389,160 in 2009-10, £417,910 in 

2010-11 and £426,320 in 2011-12 be found from services, as set out at Appendix 2 to 
these Minutes. 

 
(F) That, for the purposes of consultation, a Council Tax increase of 5% per annum be 

assumed for each of the next three years, which would be reviewed as part of the 
formal budget setting process in February 2009. 

 
(G) That it be noted that all above figures do not include the costs of severance, which 

can be met within the £800,000 set aside specifically for this purpose. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
In light of the Council’s current financial position, the Cabinet have determined a balanced 
budget for 2009-10 to 2011-12 for initial consideration by Council in December. 

  
98. Internal Audit - Contingency Budget 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Governance (Enclosure 18.1 – 18.8 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the recommendation referred from the Audit & Governance Committee for the 

creation of a contingency budget for the Internal Audit section to provide cover for 
sickness and vacancies be noted. 

 
(B) That, in light of the Council’s current financial position, no contingency budget be 

created for the Internal Audit section to provide cover for sickness and vacancies. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
In light of the Council’s current financial position, the creation of a contingency budget for the 
Internal Audit section to provide cover for sickness and vacancies was not considered a 
priority. 

  
99. Exclusion of the Public 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3, Part 1, Schedule 12A, Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended). 
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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

 
CABINET 

 
THURSDAY 20 NOVEMBER, 2008 AT 4.30 P.M. 

 
IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 

 
PART 2 

 
 

100. Free Swimming Policy 
  
 Consideration was given to the Not for Publication Report of the Director of Service 

Improvement (Enclosure 20.1 – 20.10 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the commitment to implement Free Swimming for Over 60’s and Under 16’s at 

Chase and Rugeley Leisure Centres for a two year period starting 1 April 2009 and 
ending on 31st March 2011 be confirmed unless further national funds become 
available. 

 
(B) Subject to the initial expression of interest to Sport England being successful, to 

support the development of a bid to the national free swimming capital modernisation 
fund to establish a new 25m 8 Lane swimming pool plus trainer pool in Cannock on 
the current Chase Leisure Centre site. 

 
 Reasons for the Decision 

 
The offer of free swimming would help to increase the number of users and visits to the 
swimming pools thereby offering more diversionary activities for young people during the out 
of school hours and the opportunity for over 60’s to increase their levels of activity by 1% 
each year (contributing to National Indicator NI8) and help to improve their health.  The 
decision was consistent with the Council’s Leisure Strategy which aimed to establish a new 
leisure centre, pool and theatre facilities in Cannock for the District’s residents and visitors.  
In addition, an opportunity existed to bid for external funding to contribute to the capital 
requirement for the provision of a new swimming pool which was consistent with the 
Council’s Leisure strategy. 

  
  
  
  
 LEADER 
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Appendix 1

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Estimate Estimate Estimate

£ £

BK01 Restructure of Accountancy 
Division

32,670 32,240 31,760

BK02 Restructure - Local Taxation and 
Benefits

73,100 74,430 74,930

BP02 Withdraw from Management  
MSCP

13,240 13,590 13,950

JA01 Withdrawal from Optional 
Collaboration- Civil Contingencies

10,000 10,250 10,510

JA02 Miscellaneous Savings - Internal 
Audit

3,950 4,080 4,170

LT01 All Non -Essential Post sent 2nd 
Class

12,380 12,630 12,880

LT02 Postages /Envelopes 4,010 4,090 4,170

LT03 Remove Hand Towels 1,500 1,530 1,560

LT04 Management Development - 7,500 7,630

LT05 Reduce Admin Support - Property 8,390 8,740 8,980

LTS05 Cash Payments Review 59,070 52,610 55,880

SB01 Deletion of Research and 
Information Post

31,180 32,350 33,170

SB02 Restructure  PR & Marketing 5,960 6,170 6,170
SB03 Executive and Policy - Various 810 3,910 4,040
ST01 Restructure Legal and Admin 

Services
16,010 16,520 17,050

Total 272,270 280,640 286,850

Financial Plan 2009-10 to 2011-12

£

Efficiency Saving Options Taken From Budget
Corporate & Support Services 
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Appendix 2

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Estimate Estimate Estimate

£ £

BP03 Revised Management 
Arrangements - Cannock Market

4,110 4,620 5,230

BP04 Remove Bus Transport Support 6,800 6,940 7,080

BP05 Reduction in Funding - Destination 
Management Partnership

3,000 3,060 3,120

BP07 Withdrawal from Forest of Mercia 19,890 20,290 20,700

BP10 Withdrawal from Instaffs - 22,440 22,890

KL02 Maintenance of Street 
Furniture/Nameplates

8,010 8,170 8,320

KL04 Maintenance of Litter Bins - 
Excluding Town Centres

10,000 10,000 10,000

KL05 Maintenance of Equipment - CCTV 15,000 15,000 15,000

LT01 Concessionary Travel Bus Passes - 
revert to National Scheme

36,000 37,620 38,560

LT02 Replacement of ChaseLine 
Discount with Discounted Railcard

18,000 18,000 18,000

LT03 Concessionary Travel Tokens- 
revert to National Scheme with 
Discounted Railcard 
Enhancements

130,000 132,000 135,000

ME01-5 Leisure Centres - Closed Bank 
Holidays and Xmas Week

44,840 44,650 46,000

ME09 Deletion External Funding Support 
Budget

14,850 15,150 15,450

ME12/13 Closure of Chase Leisure Centre 
Bar and Catering Provision

27,460 27,640 27,640

ME15 Restructure - Leisure Sales Service 8,640 8,860 9,080

PLW02 Deletion of Member Grant Aid 
Provision

32,390 33,040 33,610

PLW03 Deletion of Members Postal service 3,370 3,430 3,500

£

0PLW05 Provision of In-House Member 
training

4,510 4,640 4,720

SS01 Deletion of free Wasp Nest and 
Flea Treatment

2,290 2,360 2,420

Total 389,160 417,910 426,320

Financial Plan 2009-10 to 2011-12

Savings Options subject to Consultation
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