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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES AND OLDER PEOPLE POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY, 12 JUNE, 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Beddows, J. (Chairman) 
Molineux, G.N. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Easton,R. 
 Faulkner, B.J. 
  

Jillings, J. 
Jones, R. 
 

 
Also invited: Mr. M. Yeates, Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust 
 Ms. H. Perren, Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust 
 Ms. T. Brisby, Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust  
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M.A. Davis, C. Mitchell and Councillor J. 
Johnson, South Staffordshire District Council). 
  
1. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction 

on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Easton, R. Member of NHS Trust Personal 
    
2. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Healthier Communities, Housing and Older People 

Select Committee held on 26 March, 2008 be received for information.  
  
3. Presentation on the role and remit of the Healthier Communities and Older People 

Policy Development Committee 
  
 Mr. Philip Lloyd-Williams, Director of Governance provided Members with information in 

relation to the roles of the Scrutiny Committee and Policy Development Committees. 
  
 Members of the Committee expressed concern that the role of the Policy Development 
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Committee would not allow for Members to now scrutinise certain services. The Director of 
Governance explained that although the Policy Development Committees would not now 
act in a Scrutiny function, the Committees could review current policy and invite 
organisations to be involved in the process.  

  
4. Presentation – Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Mr. Martin Yeates, Chief Executive, Mid Staffordshire NHS 

Foundation Trust who gave a presentation to Members. 
  
 Mr. Yeates reported that Mid Staffs received Foundation Trust status as of 1 February, 

2008. The Trust serves a population of approximately 270,000 with a turnover of £140 
million per year. 

  
 He reported on problems associated with major financial deficit in 2005/06 and a £2.8 

million investment in nursing and new governance structure in 2006/07. He also advised 
that previously there was a low intake of nurses and there was a requirement for there to 
be both quality and quantity in relation to nursing staff.  

  
 Mr. Yeates stated that there had recently been a MORI survey conducted in relation to 

investment in gaining immediate patient feedback, and that positive feedback was 
currently being received from patients. 

  
 He also reported on the recruitment campaign for new nurses and the enhancement to 

A&E Services. He advised that when the Trust was in financial deficit the use of nursing 
agency staff came to an end. However, over the past few months a limited number of 
agency staff had been used and those staff were employed through the hospital. 

  
 Members were also provided with information on accurate immediate patient feedback 

and the Healthcare Commission, and advised that regular inspections of wards and 
departments would be carried out by a team which included elected governors. 

  
 Mr. Yeates outlined the overall mortality rates for the Trust and reported that independent 

reviews of death certificates and mortality had been undertaken. He also reported that an 
expert had been employed to make sure that information in respect of mortality rates was 
accurate. 

  
 Mr. Yeates provided Members with information on the control of infection which included 

the number of cases of MRSA in 2006/07 and 2007/08, and it was suggested that 
Members receive a presentation from Val Suarez, Medical Director on the control of 
infections. 

  
 With regard to Cannock Chase Hospital, it was reported that the hydrotherapy pool would 

remain in its current location given that it was not clear who would be leasing the ground 
floor. However, expressions of interest would be sought in the next few weeks. Members 
were also informed that a Clinical Trials Unit would be opening on 20 June, 2008 at 
Cannock Chase Hospital and Members of the Committee were invited to attend. 

  
 The Chairman and Members thanked Mr. Yeates for his presentation. 
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 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Medical Director of Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust be invited to 

 a future meeting of the Committee to give a presentation to Members on the 
 control of infections. 

  
 (B) That following the completion of improvement works to Cannock Chase Hospital 

 a site visit be arranged for Members.  
  
5. Development of a Work Programme 
  
 Mr. Steve Shilvock, Head of Environment Health circulated a draft Work Programme for 

2008/09 to Members for consideration. Members discussed the draft Work Programme 
and in particular agreed that alcohol consumption would form part of the Work 
Programme. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the following topics be included in the Healthier Communities and Older People 

Policy Development Committee 2008/09 Work Programme: 
  
 1.  Services for Older People, including: 
 • Supported Housing and the Extra Care Scheme 

• Predictive Models of Health and Social Care 

• Expansion of the HealthNet Service 

• Issues around discharge of patients from Hospital 

• The Davy Unit at Cannock Hospital 
  
 2.  Supporting Carers 

 
3.  Areas of Concern arising from the District Health Profile, including: 

 • Alcohol Consumption 
  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


