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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 12 AUGUST, 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
 

 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Beddows, J. 
 Dixon, D.I. 

Morgan, C.W.J. 
Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. A.F. Bernard and J. Bernard (Vice-
Chairman)). 
  
5. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction 

on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Dixon, D.I. Council Tenant Personal 
    
 Morgan, C.W.J. Council Tenant Personal 
  
6. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 10 July, 2008 be approved as a correct record. 
  
7. Housing Needs and Demand 
  
 Ian Tennant, Head of Housing gave a presentation regarding Housing Need and Demand 

to Members of the Housing Policy Development Committee. 
  
 Information was provided in respect of the Council’s Housing Register. It was reported that 

1632 households were currently awaiting accommodation and whilst 372 dwellings had 
become vacant in 2007-08, the type of vacancy did not necessarily match the type of 
property required by applicants on the housing register.   
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 He reported that housing needs surveys were generally accepted as a better measure of 
housing need and that a housing need survey which had been undertaken as part of the 
C3 housing market area demonstrated the need for additional social housing in the 
Cannock Chase District. 

  
 The Head of Housing provided information in respect of the backlog reduction, new need 

and re-lets.  This showed a requirement for 335 additional dwellings per annum with 75 
per cent being social rented and 25 per cent shared ownership. 

  
 Members were invited to ask questions with regard to the presentation. 
  
 Members asked for an outline of the situation in respect of households who could 

potentially loose their homes as a result of the current problems with regard to the housing 
market. The Head of Housing explained that households would be accepted onto the 
Council’s housing register and an assessment made under the Homeless legislation. As a 
result some households would be provided with alternative accommodation, although may 
not fall within a priority category or be deemed intentionally homeless.   
 
Sheena Stuart, Team Leader (Allocations and Supported Housing), reported that there 
were currently 36 homeless households on the Council’s Housing Register. However, only 
households who are in priority need and meet the other homeless legislation criteria are 
considered for re-housing. She also provided information on the average waiting time and 
gave an example of the waiting time for a household on the housing register. 

  
 Members commented on the length of time for the sale of 1 bedroom bungalows and 

asked if they could continue to be let for at least a temporary period or alternatively 
extended to provide family accommodation. The Head of Housing reported that the 
Council had considered the option of extending 1 bedroom bungalows in Norton Canes a 
number of years ago. However, the extension costs were significant and the option was 
not pursued. 
 
The Head of Housing reported that whilst there was no restriction on building Council 
dwellings through the HRA, there were a number of financial disadvantages, including a 
worsening of the Council’s negative subsidy position. Furthermore, tenants would have the 
Right to Buy, and subject to the determination of the ‘cash flow’ under the terms of the 
‘pooling’ arrangement, any sales would result in 75 per cent of the receipts being sent to 
the Government.  

  
 Members asked if the Choice Based Lettings system would help in relation to the families 

on the Council’s waiting list. The Head of Housing reported it would not increase the 
number of properties which were available for re-letting but would increase the amount of 
choice for applicants who are re-housed. 

  
 The Head of Housing also reported that Housing Associations had agreed that they would 

include 100 per cent of their vacancies within the Council’s proposed Choice Based 
Lettings scheme, with the exception of certain specialised housing schemes which would 
still be subject to nomination arrangements. 

  
 Members requested that a report be submitted to a future meeting regarding the 

provisions of additional social housing to meet the needs which had been identified.  
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 AGREED: 
  
 That a report on the provision of additional social housing be submitted to a future 

meeting. 
  
8. Elderly Persons Internal Decoration Scheme 
  
 Members discussed the briefing note of the Head of Housing  
  
 Joss Presland, Housing Maintenance Manager reported that there was currently no 

means testing or capability testing of elderly persons in relation to the internal decoration 
scheme. 

  
 He also informed Members that there were 3 levels of disability in relation to those 

currently claiming disability living allowance and they were not means tested. He 
explained that certain methods could be used which could be a pre-requisite of the 
scheme.  

  
 Members considered that the elderly persons decorating scheme be better targeted to 

households who were unable or had no other means of undertaking internal decoration 
work.  

  
 It was agreed that the briefing note should be reconsidered at a future meeting following 

the Committees consideration of the financial situation regarding the HRA. 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Elderly Persons Internal Decoration Scheme is considered further at a future 

meeting. 
  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


