
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 12 JANUARY 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Mawle, D.L. (Chairman) 
Yates, Ms. W. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Beddows, J. 
Bernard, J.D. 
Holder, M.J. 
Jones, R. 
 

Morgan, C.W.J. 
Stretton, Mrs. P.Z. 
Thomas, D. 

Also in attendance:  Councillor D.I. Dixon (Staffordshire County Council Co-opted Member) 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. P.A. Ansell, Mrs. D.J. Bennett, I.R.  
Carr, Mrs. L.J. Pearce, and Mrs. D.M. Easton). 
 
32. Minutes 
  
 Arising from consideration of the Minutes held on 11 November 2008, the District 

Partnership Officer reported that in relation to resolution 28(B) the necessary funding 
was in place to undertake a feasibility study for the Rugeley One Stop Shop and that the 
work would be commissioned in due course. 

  
 With regard to resolution 29(B) the Policy and Executive Manager reported that the 

report of the Consultation Officer in relation to cost effective ways of consulting with the 
public would be presented to the Committee in March 2009. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2008 be approved as a correct 

record. 
 

33. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Performance and Partnerships Scrutiny Sub Committee 
 
Councillor M.J. Holder sort clarification as to why the report relating to “Leisure Services 
Review – Leisure Facilities Budget Issues” had been considered as a private and 
confidential report. 
 
The Chairman agreed to clarify the position and respond to Councillor Holder direct. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
(A) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Performance and Partnerships Scrutiny 

Sub Committee held on 8 October 2008 be noted. 
 
(B) That the Chairman, Councillor Mawle, provide Councillor Holder with a response 

as to the reasons for the Leisure Services Review - Leisure Facilities Budget 
Issues report having been considered as a private and confidential report. 

  
34. Locality Working Fundamental Service Review 

 
The District Partnership Officer explained that the Chief Executive’s Office had taken 
responsibility for providing administrative support for the Executive Group and Board 
Meetings of the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) and that as a consequence two new 
partnership posts had been created, a Policy and Partnerships Manager and a 
Partnerships Officer.  Financial contributions had been made from each of the partner 
organisations of the LSP in order to fund the post of Partnerships Officer. 
 
With regard to the Local Members Initiative Scheme, Members were advised that this 
matter had not been progressed on the basis that the current budget proposals put 
forward for consultation by the Cabinet had identified the Scheme as possible option for 
reducing expenditure and that a final decision would be made in February 2009. 
 
The District Partnership Officer also added that three secondary schools within the 
District had been allocated funding in order to assist with the transition of children from 
primary to secondary school.  The schools selected to take part in the scheme were 
Cannock Chase High School, Blake Valley Technology College and Fair Oak Business 
and Enterprise College and these had been chosen based on the level of deprivation in 
the respective areas.  It was also explained that the Learn to Deliver Project would be 
allocating £10,000 to address concerns of anti-social behaviour within the District. 
 
Concern was expressed with regard to the proposals for ceasing the Local Members 
Initiative Scheme on the basis that this would result in local community groups no longer 
being able to benefit from financial support offered by the Council.  It was also felt that 
the costs of administrating the scheme should have been calculated and taken into 
account prior to the scheme being introduced.  Members suggested that the allocation of 
grant aid to community groups should revert back to the Council’s Rate Relief 
Committee. 

  
35. Health Scrutiny Update 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from Councillor Mrs. W. Yates, the Council’s 

representative on Staffordshire County Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee. 
 
In summary, the presentation provided Members with: 
 

• The make up and membership of the County Council’s Health Scrutiny 
Committee. 

• The number of meetings and fact finding visits attended by Councillor Yates 
since her appointment as the Council’s representative. 
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• Key highlights of the merger of West Midlands and Staffordshire Ambulance 
Trusts, noting in particular that the new Trust was one of only three in the 
Country currently achieving all key national targets. 

• Outcome of a fact finding visit to Stafford General Hospital. 
• Details of the proposed application by University Hospital of North Staffordshire 

to become a NHS Foundation Trust Hospital. 
• Details of the Brendan House Project, aimed at assisting those with mental 

health problems within South Staffordshire. 
• An update of the proposed development of Cannock Health Centre in Mill 

Street, Cannock. 
 

A number of Members were of the view that the Council had lost the initiative in 
scrutinising the provision of health services within the District following the Council’s 
decision to transfer responsibility for scrutinising health from the previous Health Select 
Committee to the Scrutiny Committee. 
 
Concern was also expressed with regard to the time taken for patients with mental 
health problems to see a psychiatrist following a referral from their GP or doctor. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(A) That Councillor Mrs. Yates be requested to refer the following matters to the 

County Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee for consideration: 
 

• Delays in the time taken for patients with mental health problems to see a 
psychiatrist following a referral from their GP or doctor. 

• Confirmation of whether a doctor was available at the Emergency Operations 
Centre to assist operatives and paramedics responding to emergencies. 

• Confirmation of whether defibrillators would be made available in major 
supermarkets with staff being trained by the Ambulance Service. 

 
(B) That a representative from South Staffordshire PCT be invited to attend the next 

meeting of the Committee to give a presentation on the proposed new health 
centre in Cannock. 

 
(C) That a representative from Mid Staffordshire General Hospitals Foundation Trust 

be invited to attend a future meeting of the Committee to explain the rationale 
behind car parking charges existing on both Stafford and Cannock Hospitals  car 
parks. 

 
(D) That the Head of Environmental Health be requested to submit a report to the 

next meeting of the Committee outlining options on how the Committee may wish 
to undertake it’s Health Scrutiny function. 

  
  
                                                     ______________________ 
                                                                 CHAIRMAN 
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