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Environment PDC 130312 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

HELD ON TUESDAY, 13 MARCH, 2012 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
Bernard, J. D.  (Chairman) 

 
 Green, M. R. 
 Kraujalis, J. T. 
 

Sutton, Mrs. H. M. 

 (Prior to the commencement of the meeting Members thanked Officers for arranging the visit to 
the Jack Moody Invessel Composting site which had taken place prior to the commencement of 
the meeting which they had found to be most useful) 
 

24. 
 

Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G. C. Brown, J. Rowley, J. Toth and A. 
Williams. 

  
25. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 No declarations of interests were submitted 
  
26. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED:  

 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 December, 2011 be approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 

  
27. Quarter 3 Performance Report 2011-12 
  
 Consideration was given to Quarter 3 Performance Report 2011-12 (Enclosure 4.1 – 4.2 of the 

Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Head of Environmental Services commented that the Quarter 3 Performance Report was self 

explanatory and all the actions were on target. 
  
28. Community Engagement Results 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Head of Policy (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.14) of the Official 

Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Head of Policy reminded Members that they had received a presentation on Community 
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Safety issues and it had been noted that crime levels in Cannock Chase during 2010/11 had 
decreased compared with the previous year.  However residents perception was that anti social 
behaviour (ASB) had increased and Staffordshire Observatory had presented maps of the 
neighbourhoods within Cannock Chase which were most likely to perceive issues in relation to  
ASB.  Accordingly six wards had been identified as likely areas where residents had an increased 
perception that ASB was an issue locally.  It was reiterated that the wards were not selected for 
having actual proven perceptions, but for their likelihood to have increased perceptions of these 
issues.  A community engagement exercise had been undertaken in the six wards by Committee 
Members and Officers in order to ascertain whether people did feel unsafe and if so what 
measures could be undertaken to address this.  Annex 1 of the report provided detailed analysis 
of the results of the exercise.  It was reported that the majority of respondents did feel safe in 
their local area during the day and two-thirds also felt safe after dark.  The Head of Policy 
explained that 61% of respondents were satisfied that the Council and Police worked together to 
seek and act on local views with regard to ASB.  Respondents considered that more information 
with regard to community safety needed to be provided to them by the Council and its partners 
on what actions were being taken locally to improve community safety and that there needed to 
be a greater visibility of officials to make them feel safer.   

  
 It was reported that the Housing Department carried out an ‘Estate Walks’ programme but this 

was not a consistent approach across the district.  Cannock Chase already had an extensive 
voluntary network which included:- 
 

• Fire Service volunteers 

• Right Stuff boxing project 

• Age UK 

• Neighbourhood Watch 

• Staffordshire Circle 

• Special Constables 

• Citizens Advice Bureau 
  
 It was explained that the Council and its partners currently communicated key messages using 

various communication channels and targeted campaigns had been carried out including 
domestic violence and alcohol related violence. 

  
 RESOLVED: 

 
(A) That the results of the community engagement in respect of fear of crime and anti social 
 behaviour be noted. 
 
(B) That in order to re-assure our communities, Cabinet be recommended to request that 
 work be undertaken by the Council’s Policy and Partnerships Teams to scope the 
 potential and possibilities for the Council to: 
 

(i) work with partners to deliver a programme of community safety roadshows 
across the District to raise awareness of and showcase the wide range of 
community safety activity and prevention initiatives which are currently 
undertaken and/or available to residents from the Council and its partners; 
 
 

(ii) enhance its role as community leader by working in partnership and through the 
third sector to build on the existing volunteer base to establish a co-ordinated 
and varied network of volunteers who are aware of and can respond to the 
needs of their communities and are able to signpost fellow residents to services 
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effectively.  (This will complement the inter-agency referrals which already take 
place between partner organisations by equipping trained members of the 
community with the information on the support and services which are available). 

 
 and that Cabinet be reported back to accordingly. 

 
29. Environmental Crime 
  

The Committee received a presentation from the Environmental Protection Manager who gave an 
overview of how enviro-crime was tackled.  It was reported that an Environmental Enforcement 
Action Plan was drawn up each year and details of what was on the current plan were explained 
to the Committee. 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager informed the Committee that Officers visited businesses 
to ensure they had the correct duty of care documentation with regard to the disposal of waste.  
Stop and search exercises of vehicles were carried out with the aid of the Police.  Various 
projects were undertaken to reduce fly-tipping, including covert CCTV at hotspots and working 
with cross boundary partnerships.  Posters to raise awareness were displayed at DIY outlets, 
builders merchants, petrol stations, with advertisements displayed on refuse vehicles and 
signage erected at hotspots.  It was noted that there were approximately 500 incidents per year 
of fly-tipping and every effort was made to trace those committing the offence.  The Committee 
was informed that the majority of items tipped were household related and if residents were to 
recycle correctly this would help alleviate the problem.  The Head of Environmental Services was 
asked to provide Members with details of the amount allocated in the Budget to address this 
issue. 
 
A Juveniles and Litter Policy for those aged over 10 to 17 had been implemented and 
presentations carried out with respect to this at a number of high schools and colleges.  Those 
seen to be littering were either fined or given the option to litter pick for a period of 2 hours. 

  
Concern was raised with respect to abandoned vehicles.  The Environmental Services Manager 
explained that steps were taken to try and identify the owner.  However invariably the vehicles 
were found to be stolen and were removed by a contractor to the Council. 
 
It was reported that with regard to dog fouling, patrols were carried out in hotspot areas and 
signage displayed across the district. 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager gave a summary of the outcomes todate with respect to 
Fixed Penalty Notices, stop and searches and prosecutions for the year 2011/12. 
 

 AGREED: 
  
 That the Head of Environmental Services provide the Committee with details of the amount 

allocated in the Budget to address fly-tipping related issues. 
  

  
     
 CHAIRMAN 
 The meeting closed at 5.10 p.m. 
 


