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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY 13 AUGUST, 2012 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors: 
 

  

Grice, Mrs. D. (Chairman) 
Pearson, A. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Cartwright, Mrs. S.M. 
 Jones, Ms. J.L. 
  

Kraujalis, J.T. 
Molineux, G.N. 

By Invitation: Councillor Mrs. M.A. Davis, Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Holder 
 
1. 
 

Apologies 
 
There were no apologies received.    

  
2. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
 
There were no Interests declared.  

  
3. Minutes  

 
AGREED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 20 March, 2012 be approved as a correct record. 

  
4. Housing Priority Delivery Plan 2011-12 

 
Consideration was given to the Housing Priority Delivery Plan 2011-12 Outturn Performance 
(Enclosure 4.1 – 4.5 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
 
Mr. I. Tennant, Head of Housing provided an overview of the Housing Priority Delivery Plan 2011-
12.  
 
He reported that the number of affordable housing completions in respect of the Elizabeth Road 
development had not been achieved due to road works on the estate. This had resulted in the 
affordable housing target not being achieved. However, the scheme was now progressing “at 
pace” and it was expected that all affordable housing would be delivered by the end of the end of 
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the current financial year. 
 
With regard to the 2011-12 HRA Capital Programme, it was reported that the Council had 
exceeded the set targets for various works undertaken on Council properties.   
 
A Member referred to the number of affordable homes delivered and asked if there were any other 
sites where schemes were taking place. The Head of Housing agreed to forward details of 
schemes to Members.  
 
Members noted the Housing Priority Delivery Plan for 2011-12.  

  
5. Housing Priority Delivery Plan 2012-13 

 
Consideration was given to the Housing Services Aims and Actions from the “Place” Priority 
Delivery Plan 2012-13 (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.7 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
 
The Head of Housing provided an overview of the Housing Priority Delivery Plan 2012-13. 
 
He reported that in addition to the Elizabeth Road development affordable housing would be 
delivered in Wolseley Road, Rugeley through a S106 agreement in conjunction with the Bromford 
Housing Association.  
 
With regard to the structural reinstatement scheme on the 63 Reema properties in Rowley Close, 
the Head of Housing explained that tenants would not be moved out of their homes whilst the work 
was undertaken as the work was external and did not affect the interior of tenants’ homes.  
 
Members noted the Housing Priority Delivery Plan 2012-13 

  
6. Southern Staffordshire Districts Housing Needs Study 2012 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 6.1 – 6.10 of the Official 
Minutes of the Council).  
 
The Head of Housing provided an overview of the Southern Staffordshire Districts Housing Needs 
Study 2012.  
 
A Member asked how the housing welfare reform changes would impact upon the strategy and 
whether “70% affordable rents” would still be seen as affordable with the reform. The Head of 
Housing commented that the reforms would influence the size of dwelling that households want 
and that it was proposed that the welfare reform changes would be considered in detail at a 
subsequent meeting of the Housing Policy Development Committee. 
 
Members then discussed the many issues around property affordability for households, the Pye 
Green Development and the need for developers to increase the current number of affordable 
homes built as a result of Section 106 agreements from 14%. The Head of Housing commented 
that a housing viability study would review the current level of 14% of affordable homes that 
developers were required to build, and stated that existing agreements enabled the percentage to 
increase if market conditions improved. 
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AGREED: 
 
(A) That the results of the Southern Staffordshire Districts Housing Needs Study 2012 in respect 
 of the Cannock Chase area, be noted. 
 
(B) That a further report be received by the Housing Policy Development Committee regarding 
 the Council’s affordable housing policy statement.  

  
7. Moss Road Estate – Reema Flats Redevelopment Scheme 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 7 of the Official Minutes 
of the Council).  
 
Prior to consideration of the report, the Head of Housing distributed the Draft Development Brief 
which had been approved by Cabinet for consultation.  
 
The Head of Housing reported that the Reema flats re-development scheme formed part of a wider 
regeneration strategy for the Moss Road estate. This comprised 4 components:- 
 

• Structural reinstatements works to the Council’s 63Reema houses. A contract for this work 
was to be tendered in the near future with a view to commencing on site in December, 
2012. The contract also provided for the owners of the 21 private houses to have works 
carried out to their homes at their cost but at the same rates as those tendered to the 
Council. 
 

• External improvements and works to the internal communal areas to the 8 blocks of 
traditionally built flats. These works would include double glazing, rendering and 
improvements to the communal entrance halls and corridors. This work would be 
undertaken as part of the external works programme during 2013-14. 
 

• The re-development of the 170 Reema flats 
 

• Environmental improvements to the estate funded as part of the Reema flat re-
development scheme. 
 

The Head of Housing then outlined the principles of the draft development brief:- 
 

• The proposed re-development scheme would be tenure blind 
 

• An estimated 130 replacement dwellings would be provided comprising 60 Council houses 
and 10 dwellings for shared ownership (provided through a registered provider with the 
remaining properties for outright sale) 
 

• The Council’s development partner will be “encouraged” to purchase and include the 
Golden Age public house site within the development 
 

• The current play area at Kelvin Drive will be re-developed with a larger play area being 
provided at Larchwood Drive in accordance with current standards. 
 

• The 60 Council dwellings will comprise of 25 two bed houses, 25 three bed houses, 8 four 
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bed houses and 2 four/five bed (8 person) houses and will be built at space standards 
which are 5% above the upper minimum Housing Quality Indicator Standard. 

 
In response to a question raised by a Member, the Head of Housing indicated that the houses 
would be let at social housing rents and code level 4 energy efficiency proposals incurred extra 
investment which would help address the current concern with fuel poverty. He indicated that 
funding for the scheme was available within the HRA Business Plan. He also explained that whilst 
Council tenants could exercise their right to buy, the new houses could not be sold for before their 
build cost.  
 
In response to a question raised by a Member, the Head of Housing indicated that additional units 
at a lower cost could be provided if the two bedroom Reema flats were replaced with alternative 
two bedroom flats. However, tow bedroom flats were unpopular with family households (to whom 
they were let) and resulted in transfer requests from such households. 
 
The Head of Housing responded regarding the demolition of garages and advised that off street 
parking would be provided in accordance with current planning standards. He further advised that 
a small number of houses would included specific adaptations for disabled households and that 
three such dwellings formed part of the Elizabeth Road scheme.  
 
Members raised concern that whilst it was encouraging that new homes would be built, what 
checks were in place to make sure tenants maintained their properties. The Head of Housing 
advised that estate walks would take place on a regular basis to identify any problems within the 
estate and that some 20% of properties were the subject of tenancy audits each year. He also 
commented that all new tenants would be placed on introductory tenancies and any problems that 
were highlighted within the first year could result in the tenancy being discontinued and the Council 
gaining possession of the property. He also indicated that at the meeting of the Committee on 14 
February, 2012 Cabinet had been recommended not to introduce fixed term tenancies although a 
review would take place next year. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That comments the Housing Policy Development Committee support the draft Development Brief.  

  
8. Proposed Work Programme – 2011/12 Municipal Year 

 
Consideration was given to the Proposed Work Programme – 2011/12 Municipal Year (Enclosure 
8.1 – 8.3 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
 
The Head of Housing reported that a number of suggestions for the work programme had been 
received from Members of the Committee and also advised that an additional meeting was 
required in November.  
 
With regard to Anti-Social Behaviour Members were advised that this could not be placed higher 
on the work programme as the ‘toolkit’ had still not been received. However, if the tool kit was 
published before the meeting on 19 March, 2013 then it was possible that it could be considered at 
an earlier meeting.  
 
AGREED: 
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(A) That the work Programme for 2012-13 Municipal Year be agreed. 
 
(B) That an additional meeting of the Housing Policy Development Committee be scheduled 
 for 28 November, 2012. 
 
(C) That the Head of Housing following consultation with the Chairman of the Housing Policy 
 Development Committee be authorised to re-programme the sequence of issues for 
 consideration within the Work Programme during the Municipal Year. 
 
(D) That information on the current rent levels in Cannock be supplied to Members of the 
 Housing Policy Development Committee. 

  
  
  
  
      
 CHAIRMAN 
  
 (The meeting concluded at 5.15 p.m.). 
 


