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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 19 JUNE, 2006 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT: Councillors:  
   
  Williams, A. (Chairman) 
    
  Alcott, G.  Mawle, D.L. 
  Ball, G.D.  Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 
  Collis, C.  
    

 By Invitation:     Councillor D.N. Davies, Environment Leader 
   

(An apology for absence was received from Councillor J. Burnett) 
 
The Chairman expressed his thanks to the former Members of the Environment Select 
Committee for the work they had undertaken. 
 
 

1. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 April, 2006 be approved as a correct record, 

subject to the following paragraph being deleted from page 25:- 
  
 ‘The Select Committee considered that items for inclusion in the Work Programme should 

be deferred’. 
  
2. Services Provided to the Environment Select Committee by Heads of Service 
  
 The Select Committee welcomed Kevin Lawlor, Acting Head of Environmental Services, 

Karen Sulway, Environmental Protection Manager, Bob Phillips, Head of Planning & 
Regeneration, Bob Kean, Head of Financial Management and Jennifer Bond, Head of 
Policy & Performance who gave presentations to the Select Committee on the services 
included in the Environment Portfolio.  A copy of the presentation is attached (Annex A). 

  
 The Head of Policy and Performance informed the Select Committee that the Street 

Warden Service was also included in the remit of the Environment Portfolio. 
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 Members were afforded the opportunity to ask questions regarding each of the 
presentations. 

  
 Environmental Services 
  
 With regard to a query raised concerning the recycling of brown envelopes and yellow 

pages now that cardboard was being collected, Kevin Lawlor agreed to investigate this 
matter. 

  
 The Select Committee expressed their thanks to the Environmental Services Department 

for bringing in the recycling of cardboard so quickly. 
  
 Environmental Health 
  
 Karen Sulway explained that with respect to the Environmental Health Department, Public 

Transportation Policies in respect of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles and 
Street Trading came under the Environment Portfolio. 

  
 The Department assisted with setting the fees and fares for taxis.  There was an age 

policy in respect of taxis of 6 years for saloons and 10 years for purpose built taxis, 
although there was an exception clause for exceptional vehicles.  The taxis were 
rigorously tested for safety and comfort.  No advertising on the taxis was allowed for 
alcohol or cigarettes and privacy glass would no longer be allowed other than for stretch 
limousines. 

  
 The Government was phasing in a requirement that a certain percentage of taxis in an 

area should have access for the disabled.  Cannock Chase was not included in the first 
phase, although Stafford was. 

  
 The Select Committee considered that disabled access to taxis in the Cannock Chase 

area should be phased in sooner rather than later so that the disabled had the same 
facilities as those in neighbouring areas. 

  
 Street Trading was a new function for the Department, with traders allowed to trade in 

certain streets in the area and the Department liaised with the Town Centres Manager 
with regard to this.  No charge was however made for such organisations as the College 
and Blood Donors etc. 

  
 The Select Committee expressed concern regarding the number of people carrying out 

surveys etc., in town centres and legal opinion would be sought with respect to this issue. 
  
 The Select Committee were also concerned that although the Town Centres Manager 

was employed by the Chamber of Commerce and not by the Council, not all members of 
the public were aware of this when problems had arisen. 

  
 Planning Services 
  
 Mr. R. Phillips informed the Select Committee that the Planning Service had been 

restructured in August, 2005 with the functions now coming under the Planning & 
Regeneration Department. 
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 The new Local Development Framework documents were being prepared and full public 

consultation would take place on these. 
  
 The Select Committee were concerned that letters sent out to residents regarding 

planning applications were not always received and notices displayed were sometimes 
taken down.  Mr. Phillips explained that it was possible to verify which letters had been 
sent out to neighbouring residents but not if the mail service had delivered them.  If it 
became a serious issue other alternatives would be investigated. 

  
 With respect to delegated decisions taken by the Planning Service it was requested that  

when the decisions affected areas known to have difficulties, that Ward Councillors be 
consulted.  Mr. Phillips informed the Select Committee that this issue would be looked 
into. 

  
 Concessionary Fares 
  
 Mr. R. Kean explained that the Council provided more than the statutory requirements of 

travel passes for free off peak travel on local bus services. 
  
 A new scheme was introduced from 1 April, 2006 which provided free travel at all times 

applying to journeys starting or finishing within the Cannock Chase District Boundary.  
Half fare travel on the Stafford to Birmingham rail service was provided and travel tokens 
were also issued as an alternative.  The cost of the concessionary travel scheme was 
approximately £954,000.  As the scheme was comprehensive, an increase in 
Government funding had been received. 

  
 From April, 2008 a Nationwide (England) Cross Boundary Scheme would be introduced 

and it was not known at present who would be administering the scheme or the amount of 
funding which would be provided. 

  
 The Select Committee were concerned that the £52 worth of tokens issued per year 

limited the more elderly and less mobile who were unable to use public transport but 
relied on taxis.  Mr. Kean explained that a comprehensive survey would need to be 
carried out and the matter would need to be subject to further discussion. 

  
 Community Safety 
  
 Dr. J. Bond informed the Select Committee that authorities had a statutory duty to work 

with partners and set up a Responsible Authority Group (RAG).  The RAG was a multi 
agency group of officers from Cannock Chase Council, the Police, Fire Authority, 
Staffordshire County Council and the PCT. 

  
 Targets were set by the Government to reduce crime over three years by 15% and 

funding of £148,000 to support various projects, including Police Support Officers, was 
provided.  The RAG had signed up to Mini Local Area Agreements which set out what 
was aimed to be achieved.  If the reduction in crime targets was not delivered it may be 
that funding would be withheld. 
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 A crime audit was required to be undertaken every three years which determined what 

the priorities were.  The key priorities were:- 
  
 •  Drugs/Alcohol 
 •  Domestic Violence 
 •  Fear of Crime/Public Reassurance 
 •  Youth Crime Prevention 
 •  Road Safety 
  
 Community Action Teams (CATs) and Joint Operation Groups (JOGs) were set up across 

the district to help tackle crime.  The Partnership Development Unit, which was a multi 
agency unit, had been set up in the Civic Centre to develop the performance 
management framework and information analysis. 

  
3. Development of the Work Programme 2006-07 
  
 Discussion took place on the items to be included in the Work Programme. 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That a draft Work Programme be presented to the next meeting of the Select 

Committee. 
  
 (B) That the Select Committee at their next meeting receive a presentation from the  

Waste Management Office, Staffordshire County Council. 
  
 (C) That the principal item for review by the Select Committee be an evaluation of the 

Street Warden Scheme. 
  
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 


