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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER, 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
 

 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Ansell, Mrs. P.A. 
 Beddows, J. 
  

Freeman, M. P. 
Grice, Mrs. D. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

 
10. 
 

Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Bernard (Vice-Chairman) and D. 
I. Dixon. 
 

11. Minutes  
  
 That the Minutes of the meetings of the Committee held on 25 August and 15 September 

2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
  
12. 2009/2010 Quarter Two Performance and Finance Report 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

4.1 – 4.8 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
  
 The Head of Housing reported that there were 2 red, 1 amber and 23 green indicators.  

With respect to the Exception Reports, the Committee was advised that one red exception 
related to the time taken to process housing benefit/Council tax benefits.  He reported that 
progress had been made and the time for applications to be processed had reduced from 
30 days to 20. 
 
The Chairman reported that when he was first elected to the Council it had taken in the 
region of 72 days for benefits to be processed and that Officers should be commended for 
the improvement in performance. 
 
The other red exception report related to the determination of a long term sustainable 
strategy for the Council’s housing stock.  The Government was introducing a new financial 
regime for Council housing and a consultation paper had been considered by Cabinet.  
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This was to be based on a system of ‘self financing’ which would enable the Council to 
retain all of its rent income in exchange for a ‘one off reallocation of housing debt’.  
However the full implications for the Council were not yet known and the Government had 
advised that details of the scheme would be issued in the Spring of 2010.  As a result of 
this it was not possible to determine a long term strategy by the previously agreed date of 
March 2010 and this would now be completed later in the year. 

  
 The amber exception report related to the Elizabeth Road Redevelopment Scheme.  

Discussions were on going with the Homes and Communities Agency who had agreed in 
principle to funding for the scheme, but had not confirmed the availability of the required 
finance.  Once information had been received Members would be informed, particularly 
the 3 Ward Members concerned. 

  
13. DVD – ‘SAFER’ 
  
 The Committee viewed a DVD relating to the Council’s Sheltered Housing Schemes.  The 

DVD had been produced to promote sheltered housing and to enable potential residents 
to gain further information on the type of facilities that were available. 

  
 The Committee commended the Officers on the initiative they had undertaken. 
  
14. Bevan Lee Estate, Cannock – Improvements of Council Owned Properties 
  
 Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 6.1 – 

6.2). 
  
 The Head of Housing advised that the redevelopment of the 108 ‘defective’ Smith houses 

on the Bevan Lee Estate was completed in September 2009, which resulted in the 
provision of 128 new dwellings by the Sanctuary Housing Association.  The remaining 
properties on the estate were built in the immediate post war period had not been subject 
to any comprehensive improvement schemes.  The Council owned 77 houses and 12 flats 
on the estate whilst 34 properties had been sold to residents under the Right to Buy 
scheme. 
 
It was considered that the main feature which detracted from the appearance of the estate 
was the condition of the existing rendering, which was discoloured and cracking.  As part 
of the External Envelope Works programme in 2010-11 the existing render was 
programmed to be replaced, together with the provision of external insulation to bring the 
external walls up to current Building Regulations.  Repointing and roof and guttering 
repairs would also be undertaken where necessary.  No work would be carried out to the 
34 privately owned houses on the estate, however, they would each be written to and 
given the opportunity to have similar work carried out via the contractor.  It was explained 
that all necessary permissions, i.e. Building Regulations, would be sought in adequate 
time. 
 
It was considered that the work, when finished, would make a further improvement to the 
appearance of the estate. 
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AGREED: 
 
That the Housing Policy Development Committee notes the proposed replacement of the 
render (and other external property improvements) to the Council owned properties on the 
Bevan Lee Estate, Cannock as part of the 2010-11 External Envelope Works programme. 
 

  
15. Choice Based Lettings Scheme 
  

Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 7.1 – 
7.2). 
 
The Head of Housing advised that the Choice Based Lettings Scheme for the allocation of 
social housing was to be reviewed after a six month operational period. 
 
Concern was raised with respect to the accessibility of the scheme to the more 
disadvantaged residents who were not computer literate and may find the process 
complicated.  The Committee was advised that Officers had hard copies of application 
forms available and residents could make an appointment for staff to provide help, whilst 
other agencies also offered assistance when needed. 
 
It was, however, accepted that accessibility was of utmost importance and measures to 
further improve this would be considered as part of the review. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That measures to further improve the accessibility of choice based lettings to 
disadvantaged residents be considered as part of the six month review. 

  
(It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at Caxton Court Sheltered Home) 
 
The meeting closed at 4.55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 CHAIRMAN 
 


