
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY, 30 AUGUST, 2006 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT: Councillors:  
   
  Williams, A. (Chairman) 
  Burnett, J. (Vice-Chairman) 
    
  Alcott, G.  Mawle, D.L. 
  Jones, Mrs. A.E. Pearce, Mrs. L.J. 
    

By Invitation:     Councillor D.N. Davies, Environment Leader 
 Bruce Braithwaite, Strategic Waste Policy Officer, Staffs County Council 
 Ian Benson, Director of Municipal Waste Strategy, Staffs County Council 
 Gordon Stone, Turnock Limited 
 Ian Sloss, Area Commander, Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service 
  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G.D. Ball and C. Collis) 
 
 

4. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 19 June, 2006 be approved as a correct record. 
  
5. The Changing Climate of Waste Management 
  
 The Committee received a presentation on the changing climate of waste management 

from Mr. B. Braithwaite, Strategic Waste Policy Officer, Staffordshire County Council. 
  
 He informed the Committee that the Government viewed climate change as a very 

important issue and waste was extremely relevant to this. 
  
 Waste as a product was a consequence of how lives were lived and the ways in which 

the world’s resources were used.  When products came to an end of their lives, the raw 
materials used to make the original product needed to be reused rather than thrown 
away. 

  
 Segregating waste and recycling was not something that was just needed to be done at 

home, but also at work as 5 times as much waste was produced at work than at home.  
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Recycling boxes had been introduced at the County offices for plastic milk containers, 
and separate boxes for coloured, white paper and cardboard. 

  
 Most waste had in the past been deposited in the ground in landfill sites.  Biodegradable 

waste gave off methane as it broke down and the gas was between 20-22 times more 
damaging to the atmosphere than CO2 given off from motor vehicles.   

  
 Waste was being generated in increasing amounts.  Individuals were getting slightly 

better at not generating as much per household, however, the number of households had 
increased, therefore the amount of municipal waste was growing. 

  
 The Government had introduced two measures to discourage tipping biodegradable 

waste to landfill sites.  The first was the Landfill Tax which when first imposed rose at an 
annual rate of £1 per tonne per year, but was now rising at £3 per tonne per year.  It was 
currently £18 per tonne and by 2012 would rise to £35 per tonne, making the cost of 
landfill rise from £30 per  tonne to £50 per tonne in the next 6 years 

  
 The second measure was the Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme (LATS).  This set 

targets for the amount of Biodegradable Municipal Waste each Waste Disposal Authority 
could tip in the  ground using a 1995 base level and imposed fines of £150 per tonne for 
each tonne of waste tipped over the allowance. 

  
 District Councils were responsible for waste collection and in many cases this was the 

most expensive service they delivered.  Segregated collection had been introduced in 
Cannock Chase which had boosted recycling performance well above expectations.   It 
was reported that Cannock Chase had recycled 11% of waste in the year to April 2005, 
22% to April 2006 and for the first four months of the current year was recycling 38%.  

  
 He informed the Committee that Mr. Benson had been appointed by the Staffordshire and 

Stoke on Trent Joint Waste Management Board to develop a joint strategy for all 
authorities in Staffordshire to avoid paying the penalties for failing to divert sufficient 
waste from landfill. 

  
 Cannock Chase was taking the lead on behalf of five of the Districts in the south of 

Staffordshire to deliver dry recyclables, paper, plastics and glass to a single site and a 
much better price had been negotiated and more segregated material was being 
collected. 

  
 Mr. Benson had been putting together a draft strategy which he had presented to the 

Joint Waste Management Board in July 2006 and had been meeting with representatives 
from the waste industry to ensure that they would bid for the Staffordshire Disposal 
Contract when advertised.   

  
 Mr. Braithwaite explained that success would depend on District Councils co-operating in 

delivering suitably segregated waste to the correct location where the County Council had 
obtained the correct technology to manage the volume of waste and outlets for the 
residue  that did not involve landfill. 

  
 He informed the Committee that health and safety was an important aspect of waste 

collection as 12 people had been killed last year. 
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 The Committee expressed concern regarding the percentage of hazardous waste being 

put in the Poplars Landfill site which could potentially enter the water system 
  
 Mr. Braithwaite informed the Committee that this was licensed by the Environment 

Agency  and he would obtain information on this issue. 
  
 It was hoped to deliver zero waste to landfill by 2020. 
  
6. The Implications of the Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme (LATS) – The Need for 

Positive Action 
  
 The Committee also received a presentation from Ian Benson, Director, Staffordshire 

Municipal Waste Strategy. 
  
 Mr. Benson informed the Committee that currently 598,000 tonnes of municipal waste 

was being produced in Staffordshire of which 190,000 tonnes was incinerated, 205,000 
recycled and composted and 203,000 put in landfill. 

  
 The Key Issues were:- 
  
 •  Staffordshire’s Zero Waste to Landfill Policy 
 •  Rapidly decreasing LATS allowances 
 •  LATS fines 
 •  Increasing waste production 
  
 The LATS fines and Landfills Tax were potentially as follows:- 
  
 Best Case
  
 Landfill tax from 2012 to 2020 £62m 
 LATS fines from 2012 £75m 
   
 Worst Case  
   
 Landfill tax from 2012 to 2020 £77m 
 LATS fines from 2011 £115m 
  
 The Actions needed to be taken were:- 
  
 •  Recognise and disseminate the urgency of the problem 
 •  Co-operation and co-ordination was needed as it was a County wide problem 
 •  Liaise with neighbouring authorities 
 •  Identify potential site – April 2007 
 •  Identify technology 
 •  Identify potential partners – April 2007 
  
 The Committee enquired if more incineration of waste could take place, they were 

informed that new technologies were being developed and alternatives would emerge. 
  

Environment Select Committee 300806 7 



 The Committee considered that educating the public to recycle was an important issue 
and were informed that grants had been received to overcome this problem.  Stafford had 
recently held a display in the town centre on the wider issue of climate change. 

  
 The Chairman on behalf of the Committee thanked Mr. Braithwaite and Mr. Benson for 

their presentations. 
  
7. Christmas Lighting 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from  Mr. Gordon Stone from Turnock Limited.  

He showed a variety of pictures taken of the Christmas lights throughout the area last 
year and what was proposed in the District for Christmas 2006. 

  
 In Cannock town centre and Market Hall Street it was proposed to have festoons of 

snowflakes attached to poles.  Additional lights would also be placed on the Christmas 
tree. 

  
 The animated triple stars previously in the town would be erected in other areas. 
  
 Hednesford would have animated features across the street and the park area in front of 

Pritchard Holdings would be enhanced.  Hednesford Town Council had chosen orange 
lights to be put on the Christmas tree. 

  
 More animated lights, such as triple stars and falling snowflakes, would be erected in the 

Chadsmoor area.  Bridgtown would have both static and animated lights. Norton Canes 
would also have animated triple stars, but there were only 3 suitable poles that could be 
used. 

  
 The proposed changes would increase costs by approximately £300 to £400.   
  
 The Acting Head of Environmental Services, explained that funding had been provided by 

Cannock Chase Council for a 3 year contract with Turnock Limited for the provision of 
Christmas lighting. 

  
 He informed the Committee that each of the Parish and Town Councils had been written 

to in June 2006 and asked whether they would wish to make a financial contribution 
towards Christmas lighting.  The Council were currently waiting for responses to be 
received. 

  
8. Fire Station in Cannock 
  
 Ian Sloss, Area Commander at Cannock Fire Station, gave a presentation to the 

Committee on the proposed new Fire Station in Cannock. 
  
 He informed the Committee that Cannock Fire Station was built in 1963 and at that time it 

was fit for the purpose for which it was intended.  It was now, however, necessary to 
modernise the Fire Station to meet the needs of the present day.  Funds were available to 
enable this to be done. 

  
 A mapping exercise had been undertaken and it was considered that the present location 
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would be the best option.  It was centrally located and was close to the highest 
concentration of incidents.  The land was also owned by the Fire Authority.  It was 
envisaged that the new building would take approximately three years to build and a 24 
hour response would be provided on a shift system.  The firemen would not necessarily 
have to live in the area, apart from the part time firemen who would respond from their 
homes within a 5 minute time limit.  At present, from 9 p.m. until 9 a.m. firemen were on 
call from their homes. 

  
 It was intended that the Fire Station would have a multi agency use, in order that the Fire 

Service could engage with the community to help prevent incidents occurring, rather than 
being perceived as a response service 

  
 The Fire Service had already been working in partnership with other organisations and 

had engaged with the community with regards to the provision of fire alarms, electric 
blanket checks and prevention of chip pan fires etc. 

  
9. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 Kevin Lawlor explained that the Work Programme covered the issues raised at previous 

meetings.  He informed the Committee that a representative from the County Council 
would  be invited to attend the meeting in October to speak on the policy of gritting of 
steps, footpaths and town centres. 

  
 Councillor G. Alcott informed the Committee that he had requested an item be included 

on the Work Programme with respect to wheel clamping.  However, the Government had 
set up a Select Committee to investigate this matter.  As legislation had now been 
introduced requiring notices to be clearly displayed and prior notice of the proposed 
clamping sites published, he considered that this item could possibly be withdrawn.  He 
considered that the issue of the  amount of hazardous waste being dumped on the 
Poplars Landfill site could replace this item at the November meeting. 

  
 It was requested that an item be included on the agenda for the meeting scheduled for 3 

January 2007 with respect to Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 – New 
and Revised Fixed Penalty Notice Provisions which was recently discussed by Cabinet. 

  
 RESOLVED:- 
  
 That the Work Programme be amended to include:- 
  
 (A) The amount of hazardous waste being dumped on the Poplars Landfill site; 
   
 (B) Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 – New and Revised Fixed 

Penalty Notice Provisions. 
   
 

CHAIRMAN 
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