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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

SAFE, STRONG AND COHESIVE COMMUNITIES POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER, 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Jones, R. (Chairman) 
 

 Bernard, J. D. 
 Jillings J.       

Todd, Mrs. D.M. 

 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M.R. Green (Vice-Chairman) and L.W. Bullock). 
  
12. Minutes 
  
 Arising from consideration of the Minutes Members referred to the Review of the Safer and 

Stronger Work Programme 2009/09 and sought comments In respect of the following:- 
  
 5.  The Policing and Crime Bill 
  
 Mr. Nick Hackney, Community Safety Manager advised that the Police would be distributing 

information into the public arena concerning The Policing and Crime Bill. 
  
 7. The cumulative effects of premises licences in certain areas to determine if a  

cumulative impact policy is required 
  
 The Community Safety Manager understood that the vacant post of Licensing Enforcement 

Officer had now been filled, although he would clarify the position.  
  
 9.  Secured by Design 
  
 The Community Safety Manager stated that Cabinet supported the adoption of a policy within 

the Local Development Framework (LDF) that required new developments to incorporate good 
design, including the Secured by Design standard, and advised that a similar standard was 
being considered for architects and developers. 

  
 He informed the Committee that St Modwen Developments was currently considering the design 

of the multi-storey car park in Cannock and how the Secured by Design could be incorporated, 
given that the current structure did not appeal as being safe and attractive. Discussions were 
taking place regarding the ‘Park Mark’ safer parking award for the car park, although the car 
park would be required to close in the evening to gain the award as it would not be viable to 
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employ a security company after 6.00 p.m. given the limited number of people parking after this 
time. He pointed out however that sufficient car parking was available near the theatre for those 
with mobility problems. He stated that the owner would be encouraged to apply for the ‘Park 
Mark’ Award.  

  
 11.  Items that didn’t make the Agenda 
  
 The Community Safety Manager reported that the vacant post within the Partnership Unit for an 

Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator had now been filled on a temporary basis until 31 March, 
2010, although the structure of the Community Safety team could be affected by the introduction 
of shared services between the Council and Stafford Borough.  

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 22 September, 2009 be approved as a correct record. 
  
13. 2009/10 Quarter Two Performance and Finance Report 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 4.1 – 

4.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
  
 A Member referred to Page 6 of the Action Progress Report and pointed out that there was an 

Amber action again for the second quarter in respect of the CCTV at Fernwood Shopping 
Centre, and was keen to know if the CCTV camera would be repaired under the existing 
contract.  

  
 The Community Safety Manager stated that the camera was previously maintained under a 

contract paid for by partners and the Crime & Reduction Partnership (CDRP), and should have 
been mainstreamed within the CCTV budget. However, the CCTV budget was reduced and a 
more cost effective and flexible system was being considered. The CDRP had however indicated 
that they were prepared to run the contract provided the budget was handled by the Council.  

  
 A number of proposals had been explored by the Community Safety Development Officer in 

respect of the potential for wireless CCTV; however this had proved expensive at a cost of 
approximately £18k for technical equipment which did not take into account the cost for labour or 
a new lamppost. Furthermore, there was no guarantee that it would work. 

  
 Members of the Committee asked if shopkeepers had been approached to make a financial 

contribution towards the CCTV.  
  
 The Community Safety Manager explained that shopkeepers had been asked a number of years 

ago although they declined, and given the current financial climate they would be less likely to 
make a contribution this time.  

  
 Members discussed the current CCTV operation in Benion Road, Chadsmoor and the possibility 

that it would be removed. As a consequence of this, the Community Safety Manager advised 
that consultation would possibly take place with local residents concerning the CCTV operation 
to seek their views on what should happen. He also indicated that the installation of CCTV had 
not reduced surface crime overall and there was a need for in depth intelligence work to be 
carried out within the area.  
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 The Safe, Strong and Cohesive Communities Portfolio Holder stated that he had sought 

information from the Head of Housing and the Housing Portfolio Leader concerning the 
possibility of consulting with local residents in respect of the potential removal of the CCTV. He 
also advised Members of a complaint he had received from a local resident in respect of Anti-
Social Behaviour Orders (ASBOs).  

  
 The Community Safety Manager reported that there was a need to identify the problems that 

had existed in the Chadsmoor area over the past 6-12 months, and then consider the next 6 
months especially in terms of engaging people, schools, youth services and other key 
organisations.  

  
 Members raised concern with other problems on estates in the District and in particular untidy 

gardens on the Springfields Estate, and were of the opinion that a ‘crackdown’ was required on 
certain estates. 

  
 The Chairman referred to Page 2, Annex 2 of the Exception Report and stated that a meeting 

had been arranged with Kent Parsons to discuss participation in regular volunteering and how 
people could become more involved. Members also discussed the way in which CRB checks 
were now carried out. 

  
 The Community Safety Manager discussed the registering of personal belongings on the 

Internet. He stated that it had been designed to appeal to young people and would be promoted 
in the New Year through schools.  

  
 He also reported on a plan which would be submitted to the Home Office to secure funding for 

dealing with anti-social behaviour given that a minimum standard would need to be produced by 
1 April, 2010 for the public on how it would be dealt with. He advised that approximately £10k 
would be issued to Cannock, £10k to Tamworth and £44k to Staffs County Council, although a 
proportion of the £44k could be used in both Cannock and Tamworth to tackle anti-social 
behaviour. The Police would receive £41,700 to use in certain neighbourhoods although there 
was a possibility that the Council could join up with the Police to discuss how the funding could 
be utilised.  

  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the performance outturn for Quarter 2 as detailed in Annex 1, be noted 

 
(B) That the exception reports as detailed in Annex 2, which describes the actions taken 
 and actions proposed to be taken by Lead Officers for any action or performance 
 indicator classified as Red or Amber, be noted 
 
(C) That the financial outturn for Quarter 2 as detailed at Annex, be noted 

  
14. Strategic Assessment 2009/10 
  
 Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Community Safety Manager (Enclosure 5.1 – 

5.3 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Chairman commented on the work undertaken on the Strategic Assessment and then 
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referred to a number of points within the report, in particular residents perception of crime and 
disorder in Cannock Chase although there had been a decrease by 12% over the last five years. 

  
 Members also discussed the comparison with other CDRPs across England and the fact that 

Cannock was rated 8th out of 15 with a rate of crime slightly above the average level for the 
group. The Community Safety Manager advised that Cannock was not comparing as well to the 
rest of Staffordshire, although in comparison to other Cities and areas violent crime was less.  

  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Strategic Assessment for 2009-10 and the priorities set out, be noted 

 
(B) That the process for refreshing the Partnership Plan 2009-2012, be noted 

  
  
  
  
     

CHAIRMAN 
 


