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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

CABINET 
 

THURSDAY, 19 MARCH 2009 AT 4.30 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Stanley, N.K. Leader of the Council 
Children & Young People Leader 

Bernard, Mrs. A.F. Housing Leader 
Davies, D.N. Town Centres Development Leader 
Grocott, M.R. Access to Skills, Economic Development & 

Enterprise Leader 
Jillings, J. Safer & Stronger Communities Leader 
Williams, A. Environment Leader 

 
(An apology for absence was received from Councillor M.P. Freeman, Deputy Leader of the 
Council and Healthier Communities and Older People Leader). 
 

135. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2009 be approved as a correct 

record. 
  
136. Updates from Portfolio Leaders 
  

Safer and Stronger Communities Leader 
 
Councillor J. Jillings reported that the Council had recently purchased a ‘graffiti 
busting machine’ which would be used throughout the District to remove graffiti. 
 
He also reported that Staffordshire Police had confirmed that the MATRIX initiative 
aimed at tackling anti-social behaviour would continue and that assurances had been 
given that the Police officers assigned to the initiative would not be diverted to other 
police priorities. 

  
137. Forward Plan 
  
 Consideration was given to the Forward Plan of Decisions for the period March - June 

2009 (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.2 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
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 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Forward Plan of Decisions for the period March – June 2009, be approved. 
  
138. Part 1 Minutes of Policy Development Committees 
  

It was reported that the Minutes of the Housing Policy Development Committee held 
on 20 January 2009 had incorrectly been referred to as the 27 January 2009 on the 
agenda. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 
That the Part 1 Minutes of the following Policy Development Committees be received 
for information: 
  

(i) Children and Young People Policy Development Committee – 5 
November 2008. 

 
(ii) Healthier Communities and Older People Policy Development Committee 

– 11 December 2008. 
 

(iii) Access to Skills, Economic Development and Enterprise Policy 
Development Committee – 13 January 2009. 

 
(iv) Safer & Stronger Communities Policy Development Committee – 19 

January 2009. 
 
(v) Housing Policy Development Committee – 20 January 2009. 

 
(vi) Environment Policy Development Committee – 27 January 2009 

  
139. Recommendation Referred from the Housing Policy Development held on 20 

January 2009 
  
 Consideration was given to the following recommendations referred from the Housing 

Policy Development Committee held on 20 January 2009 in relation to ‘Sheltered 
Housing Accommodation – Allocation to Owner-Occupiers’: 

  
 “That Cabinet be recommended to: 

 
(i) Remove the equity limit and the requirement for a minimum category two 

medical priority in respect of the allocation of sheltered housing to owner-
occupiers. 

 
(ii) That the revised policy in respect of the eligibility criteria for the allocation of 

sheltered housing to owner/occupiers be reviewed after 12 months.” 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  

Cabinet-19/03/09 75 



 (A) That approval be given to remove the equity limit and the requirement for a 
minimum category two medical priority in respect of the allocation of sheltered 
housing to owner-occupiers. 

 
(B) That the revised policy in respect of the eligibility criteria for the allocation of 

sheltered housing to owner/occupiers be reviewed after 12 months. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
Changes to the criteria would enable occupiers to access traditional sheltered housing 
which was not available for purchase in the private sector and help reduce lettings 
difficulties in respect of vacancies at the Council’s sheltered housing schemes. 

  
140. Disposal of Vacant One Bedroom Bungalows in the Current Housing Market 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Service Improvement 

(Enclosure 8.1 – 8.9 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the current one bedroom bungalow disposal policy be suspended for 12 

months and that consideration be given to its reintroduction after this period. 

(B) That an interim one bedroom bungalow disposal policy be adopted whereby:- 

(i) No more than 15 pre-1970 vacant one bedroom bungalows are 
offered for sale at any one time. 

(ii) 8 unsold one bedroom bungalows which have a refurbishment 
requirement of less than £7,500 are subject to repair work and 
returned to the housing stock. 

(iii) Further pre-1970 one bedroom bungalows are identified for sale 
(subject to the 15 vacant bungalow ceiling) provided that:- 

 (a) The bungalow has a refurbishment requirement of £7,500 or 
over during the next three years; 

 (b) The Council’s agents consider that the bungalow has the 
necessary property attributes to secure a sale in the current 
housing market. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
In view of the current depressed state of the housing market only limited sales of 
vacant one bedroom bungalows were expected in the foreseeable future.  Therefore, 
the current disposal policy would suspended pending a recovery of the housing 
market and in the meantime, an interim policy would be adopted, which would 
continue to partially secure some of the policy benefits. 

  

Cabinet-19/03/09 76 



141. Use of Compensation Monies in respect of Properties Affected by the M6 Toll 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Service Improvement 

(Enclosure 9.1 – 9.7 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 
(A) That Council be recommended to:- 

(a) Include the £63,750 of compensation monies as an additional capital 
resource within the 2009-10 HRA Capital Programme. 

(b) Approve supplementary HRA Capital Programme estimates to fund 
the following additional schemes as part of the 2009-10 HRA Capital 
Programme:- 

 (i) Double Glazing    - £25,000 
 (Red Lion Lane/Red Lion Avenue) 

 (ii) Dropped Kerbs    - £15,000 
 (Braemar Road) 

(B) That subject to the approval of Council regarding inclusion of the schemes 
within the 2009-10 HRA Capital Programme, the scheme approval and 
permission to spend be granted in respect of the proposed schemes. 

 
 Reasons for the Decision 

 
The compensation reflected a depreciation in the Council’s HRA assets and would 
therefore be used as an additional HRA capital resource in any way the Council 
chooses.  The decision to spend £40,000 on two capital schemes would benefit a 
number of properties for which the compensation had been paid. 
  

142. Maintenance of Footpaths on the Council’s Housing Estates 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Service Improvement 

(Enclosure 10.1 – 10.9 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  

RESOLVED: 
 

 (A) That the required footpath maintenance work on the Moss Estate, Chadsmoor 
be undertaken on the basis of an agreement with Staffordshire County Council 
whereby:- 

(i) The costs be initially funded through a 50/50 cost sharing arrangement; 

(ii) Each Council agrees to reimburse the other Council (as appropriate) of 
their 50% share following determination of future maintenance 
responsibilities. 

(B) That Council be recommended to approve a supplementary HRA Capital 
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Programme estimate of £68,500 to meet the Council’s 50% cost share, funded 
via:- 

 (i) The £23,750 of uncommitted compensation monies from the 
Highways Agency. 

 (ii) An additional £44,750 revenue contribution to capital as a result of 
savings in the gas maintenance budget following retendering. 

(C) That subject to Council approval of the required funding, scheme approval and 
permission to spend be granted in relation to the Moss Estate footpath 
maintenance works. 

(D) That a further report on a proposed Estate Footpath Maintenance Agreement 
with Staffordshire County Council be submitted to a future meeting of Cabinet. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
Pending the formulation of a proposed Estate Footpath Maintenance Agreement with 
Staffordshire County Council, an interim agreement had been concluded to ensure 
that estate footpath complaints and/or claims were resolved through minor repair 
work.  Extensive repair work was required to address the maintenance problems in 
relation to the footpaths on the northern part of the Moss Estate, Chadsmoor which 
were in an extremely poor condition.  A joint funding approach would ensure that the 
required repair costs (estimated to be £137,000) would be initially apportioned 50/50 
with a commitment from each Council to reimburse the other upon determination of 
future maintenance responsibilities. 

  
143. Second Doors to Council Owned Bungalows 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Housing Policy Development Committee 

(Enclosure 11.1 – 11.11 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That, in light of the uncertainty surrounding future HRA capital programmes, the 

recommendations of the Housing Policy Development Committee regarding the 
reintroduction of a programme to provide second doors to all Council owned 
bungalows be approved. 

(B) That the reintroduction of second doors to bungalows commence as part of the 
external envelope works programme for 2009-10. 

(C) That the required financial adjustments to 2009-10 and 2010-11 HRA Capital 
Programmes be made as part of the next review of the HRA Capital 
Programme. 

(D) That scheme approval and permission to spend be granted in relation to the 
provision of second doors to bungalows as part of the external envelope works 
programme. 

  

Cabinet-19/03/09 78 



 Reason for the Decision 
 
The recommendations of the Housing Policy Development Committee were supported 
on the basis that the majority of bungalows were occupied by vulnerable tenants and 
a secondary means of escape in the case of fire was of great importance on health 
and safety grounds. 

  
144. Cannock Chase Independent Living Centre 
  
 Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

12.1 – 12.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That subject to the receipt of planning consent, a one bedroom bungalow be 

leased to Staffordshire County Council for the purpose of providing an 
independent living centre. 

(B) That the Head of Planning and Regeneration be authorised to negotiate the 
terms of the lease, subject to an annual payment equivalent to the rental 
charge. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The County Council’s request was supported, subject to the receipt of planning 
consent, on the basis that the proposed living centre would provide significant benefits 
to Cannock Chase residents. 

  
145. Members Grant Aid Scheme – Approval of Applications 
  
 Consideration was given to the joint report of the Head of Financial Management and 

Legal & Democratic Services Manager (Enclosure 13.1 – 13.11 of the Official Minutes 
of the Council). 

  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That, having discharged the obligations under the Members’ Grant Aid Initiative 

Scheme, consent be given to the Chief Executive (or anyone so authorised by him) to 
pay all such grants as are due to applicants named in the Schedule of Endorsed 
Applications at Annex 2 of the report.   

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The endorsed applications submitted under the grant aid scheme had been accepted 
and vetted in accordance with the Members’ Grant Aid Scheme Terms and Conditions 
and approved by Council.  Before any payment could be made to applicants, Cabinet 
approval was required. 
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146. Good Practice Scheme (GPS) – Phase 3: 2008-2011 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 14.1 – 

14.28 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the future delivery of the Good Practice Scheme – Phase 3 as part of the 

Southern Staffordshire Programme with the Southern Staffordshire Partnership 
be endorsed. 

 
(B) That the Deputy Chief Executive (or anyone duly authorised by him) be 

authorised to enter into appropriate contract arrangements including a contract 
based on the contract at Annex 1 of the report, in order to secure funding for 
the Partnership from the Commonwealth Office with the Council acting as 
Accountable Body on behalf of the Southern Staffordshire Partnership. 

 
(C) That, if required as part of the activities of the Southern Staffordshire 

Partnership, approval be given for officers to carry out and participate in any 
exchange visits and activities (in Country and possibly to Jamaica) in 
accordance with the Contract obligations during the phase 3 programme. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The delivery of the Good Practice Scheme – Phase 3 as part of the Southern 
Staffordshire Programme with the Southern Staffordshire Partnership would ensure 
that the resource implications of the new scheme would be more manageable and 
avoid the potential of letting down Portmore Municipal Council and the Commonwealth 
Office. 

  
147. Cannock Chase Local Development Framework - Local Development Scheme 

Second Revision 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 15.1 – 

15.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the Cannock Chase Local Development Framework Local Development 

Scheme Second Revision be approved for submission to the Government 
Office for the West Midlands and, subject to their approval, authorise the 
subsequent adoption of the document. 

 
(B) That the Deputy Chief Executive in consultation with the Portfolio Leader be 

delegated authority to make minor amendments to the Local Development 
Scheme Second Revision if appropriate. 

 
(C) That the Deputy Chief Executive in consultation with the Portfolio Leader be 

delegated authority to adopt future revisions of the Local Development Scheme, 
subject to the non-intervention of the Government Office for the West Midlands.  

Cabinet-19/03/09 80 



  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The Second Revision of the Cannock Chase Local Development Scheme updated the 
First Revision adopted on 4 March 2008 by taking account of Government policy and 
regulation amendments introduced during 2008.  The Town and Country Planning 
(Local Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008 introduced a new 
publication stage which required the Council to agree the Core Strategy prior to a final 
consultation and subsequent examination.  

  
148. 2009-10 Concessionary Travel Scheme – Dial-A-Ride Service 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 15A.1 

– 15A.7 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Chief Executive reported that, following the receipt of advice from the Council’s 

Section 151 Officer and Monitoring Officer, he had agreed for the initial 12 month pilot 
scheme contract to be exempt from having to comply with the Council’s Contract 
Procedure Rules on the basis that the time limits required for tendering could not be 
met for reasons of extreme urgency, which were unforeseen. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That it be noted that provisional details for a Dial a Ride scheme have been 

negotiated and outlined to Concessionary Travel scheme members, pending 
final approval by Cabinet. 

 
(B) That approval be given to: 
 

(i) Introduce a local Dial a Ride scheme for a trial period of 12 months. 
   
(ii) Authorise the Deputy Chief Executive, in consultation with the Portfolio 

Leader for Environment to finalise negotiations with Shire Travel and  
take all necessary steps conductive and incidental to the introduction of a 
12 month Pilot Scheme. 

 
(iii) That the Deputy Chief Executive be authorised to undertake a six month 

post implementation review of the scheme and provide an assessment of 
the most appropriate means of implementing a permanent Dial a Ride 
scheme and  to report such findings to a future meeting of Cabinet. 

 
(C) That in view of the decision being urgent, the Council’s “call in” procedure be 

suspended in respect of (A) and (B) above on the basis that any delay likely to 
be caused by the ‘call in’ process would seriously prejudice the public’s interest 
and to allow the Pilot Scheme to commence on 1 April 2009 and scheme 
members to be notified. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
In order to implement the scheme before 1st April 2009 and due to a lack of data on 
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the expected take up of the scheme, it was considered necessary for the Council to 
negotiate a partnership for the Scheme for an initial 12 months.  Shire Travel were 
chosen to provide a 12 month Pilot Scheme as they currently provided the Council’s 
Shopmobilty Scheme which had proven successful and already operated a fare 
paying Dial a Ride Scheme based in the District.  A six monthly review would allow 
officers to assess whether the Scheme was meeting the requirements of eligible 
Disabled Persons and would allow any alterations to be made for the remainder of the 
trial period. 

  
149. Exclusion of the Public 

 
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4, Part 1, Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) 
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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

 
CABINET 

 
THURSDAY, 19 MARCH 2009 AT 4.30 P.M. 

 
IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 

 
PART 2 

 
 

150. Investment Appraisal – 33 Danby Drive 
  
 Consideration was given to the Not for Publication Report of the Director of Service 

Improvement (Enclosure 17.1 – 17.7 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That 33 Danby Drive be offered for sale on the open market in accordance with the 

General Consents under the Housing Acts 1985 and 1988. 
 
(B) That if an acceptable offer for the property has not been received within a period of four 

months, the bungalow be refurbished and relet to a household from the housing 
register. 

  
 Reason for the Decision
  
 In view of the cost of the required work to be undertaken, the property would be offered for 

sale on the open market.  Should no acceptable offer be received within four months, the 
bungalow would be refurbished and relet in order that the property was available to those in 
need of social housing. 

  
151. Extension of 50 St. Michael’s Road, Brereton 
  
 Consideration was given to the Not for Publication Report of the Director of Service 

Improvement (Enclosure 18.1 – 18.7 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That a contribution of £2,800 be made by the Council towards the cost of Staffordshire County 

Council providing an extension to 50 St Michael’s Road, Brereton 
  
 Reason for the Decision
  
 Having received a request from Staffordshire County Council to share the cost of providing an 

extension to 50 St Michael’s Road, the Council agreed to make a contribution based on the 
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produce of the estimated additional rent income over a ten-year period. 

 
 
 

       
LEADER 
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