
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 16 MAY, 2006 AT 7.00 PM 
 

AT LEA HALL MINERS’ WELFARE CENTRE, SANDY LANE, RUGELEY 
 
 

PRESENT:  Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
 
                     Councillors 
 
           Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 

          Easton, R. (Vice-Chairman) 
          

 

 Davies, D.N. Stanley, N.K. 
 Jones, R.  Whitehouse, Mrs. G.M. 
 Martin, G.R. Williams, A. 
 Meaden, R.G. Williams, B. 
 Molineux, G.N.   
   
By Invitation: Councillor J. Toth (Shadow Social Inclusion and Housing Leader) 
  

 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
   
 Mrs. J. Aupers - Head of Efficiency and Risk Management 
 Mr. T. Hobbins - PR & Marketing Officer 
 Mr. T. Walsh - Parks & Open Spaces Manager 
 Mr. I. Tennant  - Head of Housing  
 Mrs. K. Tonks - Chief Executive’s Secretariat 
   
 Representatives from the following organisations: 
  
 Staffordshire Police 
 Staffordshire County Council 
 Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust 
 Rugeley Town Council 
 Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council 
 Representatives from Tenants’ and Residents’ Groups 
 Local Residents (approximately 25) 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ansell, Mrs. P.A., Whitehouse, Mrs. G, and G. 
Martin, County Councillor, G. Roberts, Mr. D. Coath and Mrs. A. Calladine, local residents)  
 
The Chairman welcomed all those present to the meeting and introduced officers who would be dealing 
with the issues on the agenda. 
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1. Notes of Previous Meeting 
  
 The Notes of the previous meeting held on 25 January, 2006 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Update regarding Western Springs School 
  
 Marion Rogerson, Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust (PCT), reported that the Western 

Springs Health Centre was one week behind target and it would open either in early December 
or early January.  She outlined the services that would be available for patients at the new 
health centre and the advantages for both health centre professionals and patients. 

  
 Mrs. Stevenson, Springfields Residents’ Association, stated that the residents of Springfields 

had wanted a Community Centre where the new health centre would be located.  It was 
agreed with Mr. Debens that the County Council Youth Service would be asked to contact  
Mrs. Stevenson with regard to this matter. 

  
3. Road Surface on Burnthill Lane, Rugeley 
  
 John Debens, Staffordshire County Council, acknowledged that the road surface at Burnthill 

Lane required substantial work.  Although he explained that the highway maintenance budget 
had been reduced this year and this constrained complete resurfacing.  Following a complaint 
about the standard of repairs carried out and their lack of durability, Mr. Debens agreed that 
patching work could be carried out to a higher quality.   

  
4. Mountain Biking on Cannock Chase 
  
 Mr. Debens displayed maps of mountain bike routes on Cannock Chase.  As this issue had 

been on the agenda of the previous Forum, Mr. Debens discussed the issue with concerned 
residents when the forum concluded. 

  
5. Grassed Area on Bower Lane, Rugeley 
  
 Mr. Debens reported that the County Council had written to 40 households with frontages on 

Bower Lane to advise residents that they were not allowed to park on the verge.  If an 
obstruction occurred, residents were requested to report the matter to the Police.  
Mr. Debens informed residents that the only land the County Council owned was the verge 
and that the speed limit on that stretch of road was 30 mph.  As there was no alternative route 
HGVs had to use Bower Lane to access Stafford Brook Quarry.  Mr. Debens discussed 
detailed individual residents concerns when the Forum concluded. 

  
6. Rugeley Health Centre Developments 
  
 Mrs. Rogerson invited residents to attend an open afternoon and early evening at Hill Springs 

Clinic on 6 June, 2006 to view the proposals for the second Rugeley Health Centre and 
requested their comments on the proposed design.  She stressed that the scheme had not 
been finalised and full consultation would take place with the public, other organisations and 
stakeholders, including voluntary sector. 

  
 Mrs. Rogerson provided a display of the proposed new Rugeley Health Centre and was 

available after the Forum to address residents concerns. 
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 Residents expressed dissatisfaction with the proposed closure of the Aelfgar Health Centre 
when the lease expired in two years time.  It was noted that there were insufficient GP’s in 
Rugeley and that it could be feasible for the Aelfgar Centre to remain open in addition to the 
new health centre.  Mrs. Rogerson explained that both the PCT and the GP practice supported 
the move in order to provide integrated services with other health professionals and provide a 
working environment which would attract additional GP’s.    

  
7. Play Area in Sandy Lane Vicinity 
  
 Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager, explained that when the Health Centre 

building was approved £66,000 was paid to Cannock Chase Council to improve play facilities 
within the vicinity of the area with a 10 year expiry clause. 

  
 Mr. Walsh was complimented on resolving issues in respect of the Green Lane Recreation 

Ground, which had been raised at a previous Forum. 
  
8. Highways Issues in Bower Lane 
  
 PC Turner, Staffordshire Police, reported that the Police were aware of the road safety 

problems in Bower Lane and that the previous week 11 fixed penalty notices had been issued 
during a one hour period.  He explained that the highways authority put restrictions in place to 
make the road safe and that the Police prosecute offenders. 

  
9. Problems Regarding Access to Alcohol for Youths of the District 
  
 Councillor R. Jones outlined the problems residents had experienced in Rugeley during the 

last 18 months from youths.  He had three main concerns:- 
  
  How youths were obtaining the alcohol 
  Lack of education to advise the safe levels of alcohol use 
  Anti-social behaviour and violence 
  
 His concerns were supported by a number of residents. 

 
Councillor Jones stated that a report had been prepared on this issue for Tamworth, Lichfield 
and Stafford Borough and considered that this should be extended on a county wide basis.  
Mrs. Easton, Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Councillor, informed the Forum that the Parish 
Council were considering requesting a by-law to prohibit the drinking of alcohol in public 
places.   

  
 PC Turner advised residents that within the next 12 months there would be 9 Community 

Support Officers in the area.  He considered the main problem was that many adults were 
prepared to buy alcohol on behalf of youths.  Police had issued fixed penalty notices and on 
the spot fines.  He explained that Trading Standards paid quarterly visits to premises selling 
alcohol and that the Police took up prosecutions.  PC Turner reported that just after Christmas 
Rugeley had a clean track record.  The Police encouraged Challenge 21 with licensees where 
young people needed to produce ID when they appeared to be under 21 in age.  Staffordshire 
County Council’s Youth Service was also promoting initiatives to combat the problem of under 
age drinking in Rugeley. 
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10. Housing Transfer 
  
 In response to the following question from local residents:- 
  
 ‘We would like to Labour Councillor to answer why he sent out a propaganda newsletter, 

stating that what “Your Chase Homes” were saying was lies, and that the Council did have 
money to upgrade their properties, we would be getting showers fitted and secondary doors 
to the bungalows.  No sooner than the “NO” vote was in did we get letters telling us that the 
Council did not have the money for upgrading.  We believe that it was that which helped 
those undecided to vote no’. 

  
 Councillor J. Toth, Shadow Leader for Social Inclusion and Housing, informed residents that 

the Labour Group had submitted an alternative budget to Council which made provision for 
showers to be provided in Council owned properties, although this was not approved by 
Council. 

  
11. Car Parking in Sarah Challinor Close, Rugeley 
  
 Ian Tennant, Head of Housing, agreed to arrange a meeting and site visit with the residents of 

Sarah Challinor Close to discuss the issue of the lack of car parking. 
  
12. Why is Very Little Council Tax Money Spent in Rugeley? 
  
 Residents asked whether any money was available to improve the attractiveness of Rugeley 

town centre.  There was particular concern regarding the condition of the railway bridge, which 
is owned by Railtrack.  Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council had contacted Railtrack with 
regard improving the bridge and the issue was to be discussed at the next meeting of Brereton 
and Ravenhill Parish Council. 

  
13. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 

 
Suggestions for issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought.  It was 
explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend to answer questions.  
Forms were made available to request items for the next agenda.   
 

14. Dates of Future Meetings 
 
The Chairman sought requests from residents as to the preferred venues in which future 
forums could be held. 
 
It was proposed that the date of future meetings of the Community Forum be as follows:- 
 

 Tuesday, 22 August, 2006 
 Tuesday, 14 November, 2006 
 Tuesday, 6 February, 2007 
 Tuesday, 15 May, 2007 
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