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Town Centre PDC 210312 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY, 21 MARCH, 2012 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
(Kraujalis, J.T. - in the Chair) 

 Ball, G.D. 
           Davies, D.N. 
           Todd, Mrs. D.M. 
         

Whitehouse, Mrs. L. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

                     Also in attendance for item 4 – Rugeley Traders Association: 
 
                     Chris Green – Chairman, Rugeley Traders Association 
                     Angi Cooney – Vice-Chairman, Rugeley Traders Association 
  
27. 
 

Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. A. Spicer (Chairman), Mrs. A. Allt 
(Vice-Chairman) and P. Gilbert. 
 
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Councillor J.T. Kraujalis was appointed 
Chairman of the meeting. 

  
28. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 No declarations of interests were made. 
  
29. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 13 December, 2011 be approved as a correct record. 

  
30. Rugeley Traders Association 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Chris Green, Chairman, Rugeley Traders Association and Angi 

Cooney, Vice-Chairman, Rugeley Traders Association to the meeting.   They had been invited to 
talk about the plans they have to attract more people back into Rugeley Town Centre and the 
work they are doing to encourage others to get involved. 

  
 Angi Cooney explained that she and Chris Green had established the Rugeley Traders 

Association and were extremely passionate about raising the profile of the town and promoting 
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businesses.  The Association had worked hard to regenerate the town centre and had put many 
initiatives into place to encourage local shopping.  They wanted to form a relationship with the 
District Council, to be involved in issues regarding the town centre and to have a say in matters 
that affected Rugeley. She advised that the Association had published the Rugeley Times 
Newsletter with assistance from Rugeley Town Council which contained news about what was 
happening in Rugeley and how others could become involved.  Members were provided with a 
copy of the Rugeley Times Newsletter for information. 
 
Chris Green advised Members that he became involved with the Association eighteen months 
ago and a lot of time, money and effort had been invested in planning events in the town centre, 
such as the Christmas light switch on, which had attracted almost 4,000 people to the town.  The 
Association wanted businesses in Rugeley to thrive in the town centre. 
 
He explained that the Association wished to be involved with the District Council to ensure the 
town was provided with what was needed.  He made reference to the Section 106 monies and 
explained that the Association were campaigning to establish a focal point in the town centre, 
such as a bandstand in Market Square. 

  
 Members congratulated the representatives from Rugeley Traders Association who had ensured 

that events in the town centre were successful.  It was considered that Rugeley town centre had 
improved and the footfall in the town had increased. 

  
 The Chairman welcomed the input from the Association as it made Councillors aware of any 

issues affecting the town centre.  He made reference to the Rugeley Times Newsletter and 
considered that the publication provided information on what was happening in Rugeley.  He 
thought it would be useful if all Councillors were provided with a copy.  He sought confirmation of 
the circulation of the publication. 

  
 Angi Cooney advised Members that all residents in Rugeley and Brereton were provided with a 

copy of the Rugeley Times Newsletter.  She would liaise with the Committee Officer to arrange 
for Members to receive a copy of the publication and she would also provide the Trader 
Association Minutes for distribution to Members.  She explained that Rugeley Traders 
Association had also created a Facebook page to help promote town centre businesses and 
raise the profile of the town. 

  
 The Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Leader, Councillor Mrs. Todd assured the Association 

that the Section 106 monies were ring fenced for Rugeley. 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration asked the Association whether there were any specific 

issues they had concern about.  The Association commented that they had concern about the 
lack of CCTV in the town centre and they had objected to the increase in car parking charges in 
the Rugeley.  Chris Green explained that he had a collected a number of letters of objection to 
the increase in charges.  These letters, which were addressed to Councillor G. Adamson, were 
handed to the Committee Officer to deal with in the correct manner. 

  
 Angi Cooney explained that the Association were concerned about the increase in car parking 

charges as this would have a detrimental effect on the town centre businesses especially when 
the new Tesco store planned for Rugeley would be offering free parking to its customers.  
Councillor Williams explained that customers at Morrisons could park free for two hours and this 
was often enough time to enable them to pop into town as well. 
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 The Chairman advised the Association that the Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Leader, 
Councillor Mrs. Todd would take the concerns being expressed by the Association to Cabinet.   
 
The Head of Regeneration acknowledged the request for Rugeley Traders Association to be 
involved in issues affecting the town centre.  The Chairman suggested that the Association could 
be invited to future meetings of the Committee when there was an appropriate item on the 
Agenda. 
 
The Chairman thanked the representatives from Rugeley Traders Association for their 
attendance. 
 
AGREED: 
 

(A) That all Members of the Council be provided with a copy of the Rugeley Times 
Newsletter and the Trader Association Minutes. 
 

(B) That Rugeley Traders Association be invited to future meetings of the Committee when 
there were appropriate items on the Agenda relating to Rugeley town centre. 

  
31. The Portas Review 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from the Economic Development Manager reviewing the  

Portas Review.  This was an independent review into the future of our high streets.  He 
highlighted the 28 main recommendations of the Portas Review and the initial response from 
Central Government. 
 
The main recommendations were as follows:- 
 

1. Establish “Town Teams” 
2. Empower successful Business Improvement Districts to become “Super BIDS”. 
3. Allow landlords to contribute to their BID. 
4. Establish a new national Market Day to encourage new traders. 
5. Remove unnecessary regulations to enable people to become market traders. 
6. Government to consider whether business rates can be used in a more supportive way. 
7. Encourage local authorities to use discretionary powers to provide rate concessions to 

new local businesses. 
8. Use Consumer Price Index rather than Retail Price Index in line with most direct taxes. 
9. Implement free controlled parking schemes and introduce a parking league table. 
10. Town Teams should focus upon making areas accessible, attractive and safe. 
11. Government should include high street deregulation in their efforts to reduce 

bureaucracy. 
12. Address the restrictive aspects of the Use Classes Order; but; 
13. Betting shops should be allocated to a separate use class. 
14. Use the National Planning Policy Framework to confirm a presumption in favour of town 

centre development. 
15. The Secretary of State to have sign-off for all out-of-town retail schemes and all large 

new developments to have an affordable shops quota. 
16. Large retailers should support and mentor local businesses and independent retailers. 
17. Retailers should report on how they have supported their high streets in their annual 

reports. 
18. Encourage a contract of care between landlords and tenants. 
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19. Explore methods to prevent landlords leaving units vacant. 
20. Banks who own empty properties should secure positive use of them rather than holding 

them as property assets. 
21. Local authorities should make more proactive use of Compulsory Purchase Orders to 

facilitate redevelopment. 
22. Consideration should be given to establishing “Empty Shop Management Orders”. 
23. Introduce a public register of high street landlords. 
24. Run a high profile campaign to get people involved in Neighbourhood Plans. 
25. Promote the inclusion of the High Street in Neighbourhood Plans. 
26. Developers should make a financial contribution to ensure that the local community has 

a strong voice in the planning system. 
27. Support imaginative community use of empty properties through Community Right to 

Buy, Meanwhile Use and as new “Community Right to Buy”. 
28. Run a number of High Street Pilots to test proof concept. 

 
He explained that a formal Government response was anticipated in the Spring of 2012.  In the 
meantime: 
 

• “Love Your Local Market” fortnight launched by Communities Secretary (23 June – 8 
July) 

• 12 towns to become Portas Pilots supported by £100k each.  The deadline for 
submissions was 30 March 

• National Planning Policy Framework published 27 March 
 
The Economic Development Manager made reference to the Portas Pilots which were aimed at 
all types of localities inviting them to become a “Town Team”.  Those interested were invited to 
complete an application form and send a supporting video explaining why their “Town Team” 
should be chosen to be a pilot. 
 
Angi Cooney explained that the Association had realised that the aesthetics of the town centre 
was important.  Additionally, she considered that local markets were important in bringing people 
back into town centres.  She outlined the musical events that were planned in the town centre to 
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee in June.  It was hoped this event would attract many people into 
the town. 
 
With regard to the Portas Pilots she explained that the Association was interested in submitting 
an application.  She and Chris Green had been involved in putting the application together with 
assistance from the Clerk to Rugeley Town Council and Sean O’Meara from the District Council.  
She advised that the application form had been partly completed and a video had been compiled 
which contained a snapshot of photographs of events in the town centre.  It was proposed that 
Rugeley Town Council would become the accountable body in relation to the submission. She 
was seeking assistance from the Economic Development Manager to finalise the application 
form.    
 
The Committee supported the actions of Rugeley Traders Association in submitting an 
application to become a “Town Team”.  
 
The Economic Development Manager suggested that confirmation should be sought from Central 
Government as to whether Rugeley Town Council would be able to be the accountable body.  If 
this was not possible he suggested that the Association should make a formal approach to the 
District Council to request that they become the accountable body.  He agreed that he would 
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offer assistance in this respect and also help the Association finalise their application form. 
 
Angi Cooney asked whether Cannock or Hednesford had applied to become a “Town Team”.  He 
confirmed that there had been no approach to the District Council from either Hednesford or 
Cannock although it was possible that this could be done independently.  
 
AGREED: 
 

(A) That the presentation on the Portas Review be noted. 
 

(B) That the Committee support the action of Rugeley Traders Association in submitting an 
application to become a “Town Team”. 

 
  
32. Update from Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Holder Councillor Mrs. D.M. Todd 
  
 The Town Centre Regeneration Portfolio Leader provided the Committee with the following 

update: 
 
With regard to Rugeley town centre she advised that Tesco had appointed G.L. Hearn to 
discharge the remaining planning conditions for the proposed store at Leathermill Lane.  
However, there was no definitive date for a start on construction. 
 
In relation to Hednesford town centre Members were informed that Victoria Street had been 
closed since early February to enable the new section of road to be constructed and services to 
be diverted.  It was expected to be reopened by the end of April.  Once the distributor road had 
reopened the Bus Station would close and the new bus lay-bys would come into use.  
Discussions were still underway with a potential operator for the discount food store opportunity 
adjacent to Rugeley Road.  She further explained that the block fronting Market Street had now 
reached roof level and completion was still on schedule for completion at the end of May.  The 
land leveling required for the Phase 2 development (Tesco) was also nearing completion.  The 
temporary public toilet arrangement in Hednesford library was being well used pending Tesco’s 
opening which was still anticipated to be early December. 
 
She advised Members that with regard to Cannock town centre a report was due to be submitted 
to Cabinet in the next few weeks which should pave the way for a development partner to be 
identified to work with the Council to provide further investment into the town centre. 
 
She further explained that the recently approved budget for 2012-13 included a sum of £300,000 
to establish a Town Centres Improvement Fund.  Discussions were underway to identify 
schemes which could benefit from such funding. 
 
Councillor Ball sought confirmation regarding disabled access in the Tesco store toilets.  The 
Portfolio Leader explained that an email from Mencap had been forwarded to Tesco to make 
them aware of the issue regarding disabled access and she understood Tesco were now looking 
into this issue. 

  
33. Performance Report 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration asked Members to consider the outturn against those 

items from the Priority Delivery Plan which were due to report in Quarter 3 of 2011-12 (as 
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detailed in Enclosure 7). 
 
AGREED: 
 
That the outturn be noted. 

  
34. Review of the Work Programme 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration referred Members to the Committee’s Work Programme 

(Enclosure 8).   
 
AGREED: 
 
That the Work Programme be noted. 

  
35. Exclusion of Public 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3, Part 1, Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act, 1972 (as amended). 
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36. Progress on Town Centre Regeneration 
  
 Members were provided with an update on the latest position with regard to confidential matters 

for town centre redevelopment schemes in all three of the District’s town centres. 
 
Rugeley 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration updated Members on the position in respect of the 
Tesco Development. 

  
 Hednesford 

 
Members were advised that redevelopment works were on schedule and progressing well and 
were provided with an update on the process for letting the non retail units. 

  
 Cannock 

 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration advised that a report was due to be submitted to 
Cabinet regarding the Beecroft Road site.  He updated Members on the position regarding the 
Avon Plaza scheme and Market Hall Street. 

  
  
 The meeting finished at 5.50pm.        
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
  
  
  

 


