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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 22 MARCH, 2011 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors: 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Beddows, J. 
 Bernard, J.D. 
  
  
  
  

Cartwright, Mrs. S.M. 
Freeman, M.P. 
Grice, Mrs. D. 

20. 
 

Apologies 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor G.N. Molineux. 

  
21. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  
 There were no declarations of interests declared. 
  
22. Minutes  
  
 AGREED: 

 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 December, 2011 be approved as a correct record. 

  
23. Housing Priority Delivery Plan  
  
 Consideration was given to the performance outturn for Quarter 3. 
  
 Number of Affordable Homes Delivered  
  
 Mr. I. Tennant, Head of Housing referred to page 2 and informed the Committee that the 

projected outturn had increased to 133 from the last quarter. 114 homes had been delivered and 
it was estimated that a further 19 would be completed by the end of the year.  
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 He reported on the Government’s ‘Kickstart’ funding which had assisted the development of 
dwellings built at “Lakeside”, Walkmill Lane, Cannock. He indicated that 23 dwellings would 
either be available for rent or to purchase through Homebuy Direct and a further 19 would be 
built by the end of the financial year.  

  
 The Head of Housing stated that (in accordance with the recommendations of the Housing 

Policy Development Committee as agreed by Cabinet) the unspent grass cutting budget in 
respect of the Vulnerable Tenants Grass Cutting and Internal Decoration Scheme had been 
used to help Housing, plus fund the purchase of two homes of applicants who had moved to the 
Vine Court Extra Care Scheme.  

  
 Second Doors to Bungalows  
  
 The Head of Housing referred to page 8 and informed the Committee that 302 properties now 

required second doors. A survey had been undertaken on all properties and 106 people did not 
wish to have second doors installed, a number that was lower than previously estimated. He 
indicated that the installation target of 85 would not be met and only 60 would be completed. He 
advised that this was due to the changeover from Connaught to Lovells and a delay due to 
severe weather as It was not considered good practice to be carrying out this work during the 
bad weather period on older residents’ properties. He indicated however that the programme 
would be completed next year.   

  
 In response to a question raised by a Member, the Head of Housing stated that second doors 

would be provided to bungalows where tenants refused the work initially as part of the void relet 
standard and this would be met from existing budgets.  

  
 Elizabeth Road Scheme 
  
 The Head of Housing referred to page 8 and indicated that a start on site demolition ceremony 

had taken place last week. There were 100 defective houses which would be replaced with 150 
houses, for rent or shared ownership and 50 for outright sale. 

  
 The Chairman indicated that the first 50 houses would be complete by March 2012 and then 

asked Members for their thoughts on the scheme. Members of the Committee discussed the 
scheme and were pleased that it had the go ahead. 

  
 A Member asked where the current residents had moved to and how many would return when 

the houses were built. The Head of Housing informed the Committee that none of the current 
residents would be returning as with previous schemes it was found that disturbance allowances 
was being paid twice and it was found that it was better to move residents to a permanent home 
due to the disruption and constant moving for families.   

  
 A Member asked if the Council envisaged any problems with finding residents to occupy 

homes/sell homes on the new development. The Head of Housing advised that the new scheme 
would be well developed and would attract people to live there. He stated of the 50 initial 
completions 36 would be for rent, 2 for outright sale and 12 for shared ownership. 

  
24. Allocations Policy 
  
 Members of the Committee received a presentation from the Head of Housing on the Council’s 
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Allocations Policy. 
  
 He reported that the current scheme was formulated by Cabinet on 21 August, 2008 and 22 

January, 2009, was part of the UChoosehomes sub-regional scheme and became operational 
on 29 June, 2009. 

  
 There were a number of principles of the scheme which included eligible applicants being placed 

in priority bands according to need, applicants expressing an interest in a vacant property and 
feedback on allocations being published.  

  
 The Head of Housing reported that there was an eligibility criterion which included eligible 

applicants needing to be aged 16 or over, live or have permanent work in the Cannock Chase 
area and be not deemed ineligible due to unacceptable behaviour.   

  
 The housing need criteria consisted of homelessness, medical needs, social need and other 

criteria and priority bands included five of which there was top priority, cumulative needs, 
applicants living or working in the District and applicants living outside Cannock Chase area who 
would be placed in band four.  

  
 He reported on the property eligibility criteria and how applicants’ viewed the scheme. He 

reported that 1774 applicants had been surveyed with 222 returning questionnaires and a 12.5% 
response rate. Applications had been received via telephone, paper and internet. The number of 
applicants that considered the information provided as good was 75% compared with 6% who 
thought it was poor.   

  
 The Head of Housing reported that the scheme was to be the subject of a policy review and 

outlined four issues for consideration:- 
 

• a adoption of the UChoose common allocations policy 

• lowering the age eligibility for sheltered schemes (and possibly bungalows) to 55 

• the cost of advertising vacant properties in the local press 

• ensuring vulnerable households can access the scheme 
  
 The Committee considered these issues and:- 

 
(A)  expressed reservations regarding the adoption of a common allocations policy in view of 
  the difference in treating lodger applicants between the UChoose Scheme and the 
  Council’s current policy 
 
(B)  supported lowering the age eligibility for sheltered accommodation to 55 in line with 
  other housing providers in the Cannock Chase area 
 
(C)  suggested that consideration be given to using the budget currently spent on advertising 
   vacant properties (£16,000 per annum) on funding an additional employee to provide 
  advice and assistance to vulnerable applicants 

  
 A Member asked why the Council was selling certain bungalows. The Head of Housing 

commented that the disposal policy was restricted to bungalows which would be difficult to let 
and stated that the money generated had helped fund both the Elizabeth Road and Cherrytree 
House redevelopment schemes.   
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 The Head of Housing reminded Members that when they had visited the Vine Court show flat 

last year, they had provisionally accepted an invitation from Housing Plus to visit the overall 
scheme one completed and let. Arrangements would therefore be made for the Committee to 
visit the scheme during the current municipal year.  

  
 AGREED: 

 
(A) That the Choice Based Lettings Policy review takes account of the views of the Housing 
 Policy Development Committee 
 
(B) That an additional meeting of the Housing Policy Development Committee be convened 
 for a site visit to take place at the Vine Court Extra Care Scheme 

  
  
  
  
     
 CHAIRMAN 
 The meeting closed at 5.00 p.m. 
 


