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Call-In Expires: 5 February 2009 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

CABINET 
 

THURSDAY, 22 JANUARY 2009 AT 4.30 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Stanley, N.K. Leader of the Council 
Children & Young People Leader 

Freeman, M.P. Deputy Leader of the Council 
Healthier Communities and Older People Leader 

Bernard, Mrs. A.F. Housing Leader 
Davies, D.N. Town Centres Development Leader 
Grocott, M.R. Access to Skills, Economic Development & 

Enterprise Leader 
Jillings, J. Safer & Stronger Communities Leader 
Williams, A. Environment Leader 

 
101. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 20 November 2008 be approved as a correct 

record. 
  
102. Updates from Portfolio Leaders 
  

Safer and Stronger Communities Leader 
 
Councillor J. Jillings reported that since opening over 700 residents had visited the Safer 
Chase Communities Shop at 4 High Green Court, Cannock with over 150 residents 
requesting a fire safety check in their home. 
  
Access to Skills, Economic Development and Enterprise Leader 
 
Councillor M.R. Grocott reported on the success of the ‘Choices Day’ held at the Chase 
Leisure Centre earlier that day, with students from the majority of senior schools within the 
District attending. 
 
Environment Leader 
 
Councillor A. Williams reported on the outcome of a meeting of the Joint Waste 
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Management Board and indicated that the Council had the best performance in Staffordshire 
for the cost of waste collection per household.  He also added that the Council were on 
target for recycling 40% of the total waste collected. 

  
103. Forward Plan 
  
 Consideration was given to the Forward Plan of Decisions for the period January - April 

2009 (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.2 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Forward Plan of Decisions for the period January - April 2009, be approved. 
  
104. Part 1 Minutes of Policy Development Committees 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
(A) That the Part 1 Minutes of the following Policy Development Committees be received 

for information: 
  

(i) Safer & Stronger Communities Policy Development Committee – 23 September 
2008. 

 
(ii) Housing Policy Development Committee – 6 October and 13 November 2008. 
 
(iii) Access to Skills, Economic Development and Enterprise Policy Development 

Committee – 9 October 2008. 
 
(iv) Healthier Communities & Older People Policy Development Committee – 23 

October 2008. 
 
(B) That with regard to the recommendation referred from the Healthier Communities and 

Older People Policy Development Committee (Minute 16 refers): 
 

(i) The recommendation be rejected on the basis that the Council’s Constitution 
does not allow for Policy Development Committees to undertake a scrutiny 
function; and 

 
(ii) That the matter be referred to the Scrutiny Committee for consideration. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The Council’s current Constitution does not allow for Policy Development Committees to 
undertake a scrutiny function and on this basis the matter was referred to the Scrutiny 
Committee for consideration. 

  
105. Recommendations Referred from the Housing Policy Development Committee held on 1 

December 2008 
  
 Consideration was given to the following recommendations referred from the Housing Policy 
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Development Committee in relation to the ‘Delivery of Affordable Housing’: 
  
 “That Cabinet be recommended to: 

 
(i) Continue to support the delivery of affordable housing through S106 agreements and 

sites that are brought forward by Housing Associations. 
 
(ii) Continue to provide approved financial contributions to Housing Associations to 

purchase additional affordable housing properties to meet the Council’s and local 
housing needs, particularly in the current economic climate, over the next 2-3 years in 
exchange for agreed nomination rights. 

 
(iii) Investigate the possibility of developing a Local Housing Company to meet Council 

and local housing needs over the medium-long term.” 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That recommendations (i) and (ii) above be approved. 

 
(B) That recommendation (iii) be deferred until such time as the Government have 

confirmed the allocation of additional funding to support those local authorities 
responsible for social housing. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
In view of the Council’s current financial situation it was not considered prudent to 
commission the appropriate legal and financial advice necessary to investigate the 
development of a Local Housing Company to meet the Council’s and local housing needs. 

  
106. Cannock Chase Local Development Framework - Core Strategy Issues and Options - 

Summary of Consultation Responses 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 8.1 – 8.8 of 

the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 

 
 (A) That the Cannock Chase Local Development Framework (LDF), Core Strategy Issues 

and Options - Summary of Consultation Responses be adopted as an appropriate 
account of the consultation process undertaken for the LDF Core Strategy to date.  

 
(B) That the findings of the report be used to help determine the preferred option for 

development in the District to 2026 
 
(C) That the Deputy Chief Executive, in consultation with the Environment Leader, be 

authorised to make any minor amendments to the Cannock Chase Local 
Development Framework (LDF), Core Strategy Issues and Options - Summary of 
Consultation Responses 
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Reason for the Decision 
 
The Cannock Chase Local Development Framework Core Strategy would provide the 
central planning policy for the development of the District to 2026.  To date, the Core 
Strategy had undergone three rounds of consultation in 2006, 2007 and 2008 in order to 
generate debate and obtain as wide a view as possible on options for shaping the future 
development of the District. 

  
107. Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Draft Management Plan 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 9.1 – 9.7 of 

the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 
That the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Unit be informed that this 
Council;  
 
(i) Welcomes the revision of the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Management Plan; and 
 
(ii) Supports the policies and actions presented in the Cannock Chase Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty Draft Management Plan subject to comments 
recommended in Annex 2 of the report and authorises the Deputy Chief Executive in 
consultation with the Environment Portfolio Leader to finalise and submit the Council’s 
response. 

 
 Reasons for the Decision 

 
The Draft Management Plan sets out a vision for the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to 
2009 and described the objectives, key issues, policies and actions that would need to be 
met if the vision was to be achieved.  The Management Plan also generally concurred with, 
or was not in conflict with, the Council’s strategic objectives as described by the acronym 
CHASE. 
  

108. Local Development Framework – Annual Monitoring Report  
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 10.1 – 10.7 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  

RESOLVED: 
 

 (A) That the submission of the Cannock Chase Local Development Framework (LDF) 
Annual Monitoring Report 2007-08 to the Government Office for the West Midlands, 
be endorsed by the Deputy Chief Executive in consultation with the Environment 
Leader. 

 
(B) That the Deputy Chief Executive, in consultation with the Environment Leader, be 

authorised to approve future Cannock Chase Annual Monitoring Reports for 
submission to the Government Office for the West Midlands with a copy made 
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available to Members for information. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The Annual Monitoring Report provides a ‘snapshot picture’ of progress made in 
implementing the Development Plan policies and proposals, and informs of the progress 
made in the production of documents in the new Cannock Chase Local Development 
Framework.  The Annual Monitoring Report was submitted to the Government Office for the 
West Midlands by the 31 December 2008 deadline under the delegated authority of the 
Deputy Chief Executive and this decision endorsed that action.  

  
109. Proposed Lease of Allotment Land off Longford Road, Bridgtown 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive (Enclosure 11.1 – 11.7 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the Longford Road Allotment Association be granted a lease of the land 

identified in the report for allotment purposes on terms and conditions to be agreed by 
the Deputy Chief Executive. 

 
(B) That the costs incurred in re-establishing the allotment site be off-set against the rent 

payable. 
  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The approach by the recently formed Longford Road Allotment Association provided an 
opportunity to bring the land back into productive use and reduce the waiting list for 
allotments. 

  
110. Members’ Grant Aid Scheme – Approval of Applications 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Governance (Enclosure 12.1 – 12.10 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That Cabinet, having discharged its obligations under the Members’ Grant Aid Initiative 

Scheme, consents to the Director of Governance (or anyone so authorised by him) to pay all 
such grants as are due to applicants named in the Schedule of Endorsed Applications at 
Annex 2 of the report. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The endorsed applications submitted under the grant aid scheme had been accepted and 
vetted in accordance with the Members’ Grant Aid Scheme Terms and Conditions and 
approved by Council.  Before any payment could be made to applicants, Cabinet approval 
was required. 
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111. Choice Based Lettings Scheme 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

13.1 – 13.9 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the proposed changes to the amended Choice Based Lettings Scheme as included 

within the revised draft “Somewhere to Live” booklet (attached as Annex 1 of the report) be 
approved. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The Council was required to have regard to guidance issued by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG) on Choice Based Lettings Schemes for the 
purpose of exercising its homeless and re-housing duties under Part Six of the Housing Act 
1996.  As a result, it has been necessary to make a number of changes to ensure that the 
Council’s Choice Based Lettings Scheme both complies with the DCLG’s Code of guidance 
and could be “defended” if it were challenged through the Courts. 

  
112. Elizabeth Road Area Redevelopment Scheme 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

14.1 – 14.11 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That, subject to the receipt of planning consent, the proposed scheme for the 

redevelopment of the Wates Houses in the Elizabeth Road be approved. 
 
(B) That the Head of Housing following consultation with the Housing Portfolio Leader be 

authorised to agree:- 
 

(i) Any scheme design changes required to obtain planning consent and other 
changes to dwelling designs and the appearance of the street scene. 

 
(ii) Other scheme design changes required to ensure a viable funding package, 

subject to any alteration to either density or the tenure mix not exceeding 5% of 
dwellings. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
The proposed scheme design for the Elizabeth Road Area Redevelopment Scheme was 
formulated in accordance with the principles of the previously agreed project brief.  The 
proposed scheme would enable a proposed funding package to be formulated. 

  
113. Private Sector Housing - Disabled Facilities Grants Authority to Spend 2008/9 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

15.1 – 15.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
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 RESOLVED: 
  
 That approval be given to an increase of £50,000 to the 40% funding from capital resources 

to support the additional £70,000 capital grant given by Central Government, giving a total 
budget for Disabled Facilities Grants of £480,140, inclusive of grant rolled over from 2007/8, 
in the 2008/9 financial year. The additional funding to be provided by virement from the 
Private Sector Housing element of the general fund capital programme. 

  
 Reason for the Decision 

 
Due to changes in the Disabled Facilities Grant scheme additional government funding had 
been allocated to the Council which required an amendment to the approved Disabled 
Facilities Grant capital budget and a corresponding virement of funds. 

  
  

 
 
 

       
LEADER 
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