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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES AND OLDER PEOPLE POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER, 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Beddows, J. (Chairman) 
 

 Grice, Mrs. D. 
  

Jones, R. 
 

 
By Invitation: Mr. J. Bletcher, South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
 Ms. N. Winters, South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M.A. Davis and C. Mitchell). 
  
16. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 25 September, 2008 be approved as a correct 

record. 
  
 Jonathan Bletcher reported that a public consultation event would be held at the Council 

on 12 November, 2008 with regard to the proposals for the health centre development in 
Cannock. He also reported that Gerraint Griffiths, Locality Director would like to give a 
presentation in relation to the health centre development to Members at the next meeting.  

  
 The Chairman asked Members to consider if they agreed that a recommendation be made 

to Cabinet that the Healthier Communities and Older People Policy Development 
Committee should undertake the Health Scrutiny role. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That Cabinet be recommended to consider the Healthier Communities and Older People 
Police Development Committee undertaking the Health Scrutiny role. 

  
17. Presentation – Health Inequalities in Cannock Chase 
  
 Members received a presentation from Jonathan Bletcher and Natalie Winters, South 

Staffordshire Primary Care Trust in relation to reducing health inequalities in Cannock 
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Chase. 
  
 Natalie Winters reported that the National PSA targets were to reduce inequalities in 

health outcomes by 10 per cent as measured by infant mortality (IM) and life expectancy 
(LE).    

  
 She reported that health inequalities consisted of differences in peoples health between 

geographical areas and different groups of people. As a nation we were healthier than 
ever and such differences known as the health gap were unjust and were often avoidable.  

  
 It was reported that there were a number of underlying determinants of health, and 

information was provided on life expectancy in Cannock Chase, which was less than the 
England average.  

  
 Natalie Winters reported on how infant mortality could be reduced given that it was higher 

in babies of teenage mothers which could be due to factors such as their lifestyle.  
  
 Information was provided on the impact on health inequalities over time, and how 

inequalities could be tackled in the short, medium and long term which included reviewing 
the quality and quantity of primary care and targeting work to the communities most in 
need.  

  
 Jonathan Bletcher reported that a multi-agency workshop would be set up around 

November and a framework would be implemented by January, 2009 as a way forward in 
helping tackle inequalities.  

  
 Members were then afforded the opportunity to ask questions on the presentation. 
  
 Members referred to the presentation and asked what had helped to achieve above the 

national average between 1995-1998 in relation to life expectancy. Jonathan Bletcher 
explained that the population’s health had improved and consequently 3-4 years life 
expectancy had been added. 

  
 Reference was made to the slide on the breakdown of life expectancy gap between the 

most deprived quintile of Cannock Chase and the local authority average by cause of 
death, and noted that the population had grown over time. Jonathan Bletcher reported that 
the bottom quintile had changed over time and there had now become ‘pockets’ of 
deprivation which were in severe need.  

  
 Members discussed obesity in young children. Jonathan Bletcher reported that given the 

national increase in obesity the height and weight of all children in reception and again in 
year 6 was taken. He also added that the number of children with diabetes had increased 
over the past 10 years and that there were over 16,500 people in Cannock Chase with a 
BMI of over 30. 

  
18. Information from Healthcare Organisations 
  
 The Chairman reported on the recent press release from Mid Staffordshire NHS 

Foundation Trust in respect of the Annual Health Check. He indicated that improvements 
had been made compared with the previous two years.  



HC&OPPDC-23/10/08 19 

  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


