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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 2006 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT: Councillors:  
   
  Burnett, J. (Vice-Chairman in the Chair) 
    
  Ball, G.D. Mawle, D.L. 
  Collis, C.  
    

By Invitation:     Councillor D.N. Davies, Environment Leader 
 Mr. D. Botfield, Divisional Highways Manager for Cannock Chase, Staffs 

County Council 
Inspector Matt Merrick, NPU Commander, Cannock 
Emma Bushe, Police Community Support Officer 
Emma Beady, Police Community Support Officer 

  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Williams (Chairman) and Mrs. L. J. 
Pearce). 
 
 

10. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 30 August, 2006 be approved as a correct 

record. 
  
11. Policy on Gritting of Highways Steps, Footpaths and Town Centres 
  
 Mr. D. Botfield, Divisional Highways Manager for Cannock Chase, Staffordshire County 

Council, informed the Committee that the County Council had a policy for winter 
maintenance.  The highways were salted during bad weather and pedestrian areas in 
town centres were treated each time the gritters went out and this included treating steps.  
The gritters were also driven through such areas as Church Street and Wolverhampton 
Road in Cannock town centre. 

  
 Requests could be made to the County for footpaths to be treated, although they would 

have to be inspected first.  Parts of Cannock town centre were adopted and therefore the 
responsibility of the County and other areas came under Cannock Chase Council and the 
town centre manager. 



Environment Select Committee 021006 11 

  
12. Anti Social Behaviour in Cannock and the Role of Police Community Support 

Officers 
  
 The Committee received a presentation from Inspector Matthew Derrick, Neighbourhood 

Policing Unit, NPU Commander, Cannock. 
 
He informed the Committee that the Police Community Support Officers had had a 
positive impact on the Cannock Chase area and it was considered that today’s society 
was a different challenge to years ago with street drinking, abusive behaviour, graffiti etc., 
now being a common sight.   

  
 The fear of crime had increased, although crime had actually decreased in Chase 

division.  Certain incidents reported in the press with respect to such issues as 
Rotweillers, hoodies, etc., lead the public to fear crime that really was not there and 
caused people to change how they lead their lives.  Those crimes were known as ‘Signal 
Crimes’ and anti social behaviour was such a signal. 
 
Anti social behaviour was a broad heading and covered such issues as 

  
 •  Noisy Neighbours 
 •  Abandoned Cars 
 •  Vandalism 
 •  Graffiti 
 •  Litter  
 •  Nuisance Youths 
  
 Between April 2005 and March 2006 there was a 22% increase in the number of anti 

social behaviour incidents.  Cannock NPU was 583 incidents over target for 2005-06 and 
during this period there was a total of 4270 reported incidents. 
 
He reported that the following locations were considered ‘hot spots’ within the District,  

  
 •  Bradbury Lane/Shaftsbury Drive/Lomax Road/Heath Street 
 •  Market Street, Hednesford 
 •  Bowes Drive/Benion Road, Chadsmoor 
 •  Bevan Lee Estate 
 •  Cannock Town Centre 
 •  High Bank/Carfax/Harrison Road 
 •  High Street/Breeze Avenue – Norton Canes 
  
 He also reported that the majority of complaints tended to relate to a number of ‘core’ 

incidents, including:- 
  
 •  Vehicle related nuisance – relating to mini motos, ‘boy racers’ and off road motor 

cycles 
 •  Vehicle noise – relating to noise from mini motos, quad bikes, ‘boy racers and also 

music noise from vehicles 
 •  Inappropriate use of Fireworks – more prevalent during October/November and 

Deleted: . 
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December, work was taking place with Trading Standards to focus attention on this 
problem 

 •  Inappropriate use of public space – incidents such as football in the street, riding 
push bikes on pedestrianised areas 

 •  Neighbour disputes – loud noise, parties, disputes etc. 
 •  Rowdy inconsiderate behaviour – nuisance, youths, street drinking etc. 
  
 Inspector Derrick informed the Committee that to overcome the anti social behaviour 

problem the Police were working more closely with its partners.  The Crime and Disorder 
Reduction Partnership (CDRP) Steering Group met on a regular basis and action was 
being taken through the Joint Operations Group (JOGs) and Community Action Team 
(CATs). 

  
 More community Involvement was taking place though ‘Own Your Street’ events held in 

Chadsmoor and Norton Canes and a further event to be held in Rugeley.  These events 
had proved to be very successful. 
 
Police and Communities Together (PACT) meetings were also being trailed in the area.  
Residents from the Jubilee Estate had been invited to attend monthly meetings to help 
resolve a number of issues in the area.  Approximately 40/50 residents had attended the 
first meeting and 30/40 the second.  It was envisaged that these meetings would be held 
in Norton Canes, Heath Hayes and Wimblebury.  Neighbourhood Watch schemes were 
also being promoted to help gain intelligence information. 

  
 With respect to ‘Enforcement’ the Police had powers to issue fixed penalty notices for 

disorder, use dispersal orders to control youths gathering in town centres and Anti Social 
Behaviour Orders (ASBO). 
 
Neighbourhood Beat Officers and Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) were 
engaging with residents in their areas to help build up relationships with them.  There 
were currently 19 PCSOs and by the end of 2006 it was anticipated to have 23 Officers in 
Cannock. 
 
It was explained that PCSOs covered the Chadsmoor and Hednesford areas.  Their main 
aims were to provide reassurance and a visible police presence in the area.   They also 
attended community meetings. 

  
 Such issues as vehicle and bike nuisance, alcohol problems, vehicles parked on double 

yellow lines etc. could be dealt with by them.  They had powers, amongst other things, to 
seize alcohol and bikes.  They did not, however, have powers of detention. 
 
The PCSOs worked singularly and would undertake a risk assessment of a situation and 
call for back up if needed rather than put themselves in situations of danger.  They also 
had direct contact links to the CCTV staff. 

  
 The Committee expressed a number of concerns regarding the local Neighbourhood 

Police Officers not being known to Members, that PCSOs did not work after 5.00 pm.  
and the level of Police on duty at weekends in town centres. 
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Inspector Derrick explained that information was available on the internet concerning the 
names of Neighbourhood Police Officers and that when further posts had been filled 
press releases would appear in the local press.  Rotunda type installations would also be 
erected in town centres which would provide details of the Neighbourhood Police Teams.  
The PCSOs were on duty until 10.00 p.m. and at most times in Cannock there were 6-8 
Police Officers on duty, together with 2 Armed Response Officers, members of the C.I.D., 
5 Neighbourhood Beat Officers, 10 PCSOs, and Special Police Constables on duty Friday 
and Saturday evenings.  It was only at quiet periods that a reduced number of Police may 
be on duty. 

  
13. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 Consideration was given to the Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 

(Enclosure 6.1 – 6.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  The Head of Policy and 
Performance Management informed the Committee that the issue of disposal of 
hazardous material has been included for the next meeting and a representative from the 
County Council would be in attendance. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Work Programme be approved. 
  
   
   
 

CHAIRMAN 
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