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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 24 MARCH, 2010 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

AT CAXTON COURT SHELTERED HOUSING, CAXTON STREET, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  
Councillors: 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
Bernard, J. D. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Ansell, Mrs. P.A. 
  

Dixon, D. I.  
Williams, Mrs. P. 

(Prior to the commencement of the meeting Members were given a guided tour of the Sheltered 
Housing Scheme. 
 
The Chairman asked Members and Officers to stand for a one minutes silence as a mark of respect for 
Mark Rogers from the Housing Department whose funeral today had taken place.  Members 
commented on how helpful they had always found Mark to be and that he would be sadly missed.) 
 
16. 
 

Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Beddows, M. P. Freeman and Mrs. D. 
Grice. 

  
17. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  

No declarations of interests were declared. 
  
18. Minutes  
  

AGREED: 
 

 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 15 December 2009 be approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

  
19. 2009/2010 Quarter Three Performance and Finance Report 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 4.1 – 

4.8 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
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 The Director of Service Improvement advised Members of the progress made in delivering the 

‘housing’ priorities as set out within the Healthier Communities, Housing and Older People 
Priority Delivery Plan.  The rating of actions and performance indicators were 
 

� 1 Red –  Time taken to process Housing Benefit/Council Tax Benefit 
� 1 Amber – The redevelopment of the Elizabeth Road site and the funding shortfall as a 

result of the condition of the housing market and unavailability of S106 
monies from the sale of the stadium site 

� 23 Green Net Increase of one 
 

 Councillor Mrs. P. Williams updated the Committee on the current position with respect to benefit 
claims.  It was explained that the position with respect to processing new and changes to 
Housing/Council Tax benefits was as follows:- 
 

 February 
Performance 

Cumulative to 
end Feb. 

  

 
New Claims 

 
15.89 days 

 
28.05 days 

 
Target 21 days will not be 
achieved due to performance 
in the early part of the year 

 

Change of 
circumstances 

5.48 days 19.40 days Target 9 days 

 
Councillor Mrs. P. Williams agreed that she would provide the Committee with a copy of a report 
which had been forwarded to Scrutiny Committee. 

  
 The Committee considered that this had been a remarkable achievement and that credit should 

be given to the Officers for the tremendous work they had carried out to improve matters.  It was 
requested that the views of the Committee should be forwarded to the Manager of the Section. 

  
 With respect to the redevelopment of the Elizabeth Road site it was noted that this would be 

considered at the next meeting of the Planning Committee.  The Committee congratulated 
Officers on obtaining the necessary funding and for the work that had been undertaken in liaising 
with residents and organising the necessary rehousing. 

  
AGREED: 
 
That:- 
 
(A) The performance outturn for Quarter 3 as detailed at Annex 1; be noted; 
 
(B) The exception reports, as detailed at Annex 2, which describe the actions taken  and 

actions proposed to be taken by Lead Officers for any action or performance 
 indicator classified as Red or Amber be noted; 

 
(C) The financial outturn for Quarter 3 as detailed at Annex 3; be noted 
 
 
(D) The position with respect to processing new and changes to Housing/Council Tax 
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benefits be noted and the congratulations of the Committee be conveyed to the Manager 
of that section for the good work that had been carried out by Officers. 

 
(E) That an update be provided on the Elizabeth Road redevelopment to the next 
 meeting of the Committee. 
 

20. Homelessness and Young People 
 

Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.4 of the 
Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
The Principal Housing Strategy Officer and the Principal Housing Options Officer reported that 
National Indicator 156 recorded the total number of households living in temporary 
accommodation and provided a ‘snapshot’ information of the position on the last day of the 
quarter.  Returns for 2009-10 had only recorded 1 household in temporary accommodation at 
the end of quarters 2 and 3.  It was considered that Cannock Chase did not have a major 
problem with respect to this matter.  However, it was reported that suitable accommodation in 
which to place young people was not always readily available as bedsits etc., were not in 
abundance in Cannock Chase.  

  
 It was explained that in 2009-10 Quarter 1 – 3 there were 144 approaches made by applicants 

claiming homelessness of which 40 (28%) were aged 16-24 and of these:- 
 

� 22 were female, 10 male and 8 joint applications 
� 10 were aged 16 or 17 
� 19 had dependent children 
� 2 were pregnant. 

 
 The Housing Department focused on working with young people and the prevention of potential 

homelessness situations.  It was considered preferable to try to get the young people back with 
their parents, as long as it was safe for them to do so.  In order to assist with this matter Officers 
had recently completed mediation training and how neighbouring authorities dealt with these 
situations was also being investigated. 
 
Temporary accommodation was offered to young people whilst their problems were  looked into, 
to endeavour to seek solutions.  Aelfgar House provided accommodation for young people for an 
indefinite period of time with the necessary support being provided to them. 
 
A homelessness prevention grant had been received which it was considered would assist in 
exploring new ways of assisting people in the next financial year. 
 
The Housing Officers explained that the number of applications for housing teams to process 
had increased considerably.  However through their endeavours, including the mortgage rescue 
scheme, the number of homelessness applications had not increased.  The Committee 
congratulated the Officers on the good work being undertaken by them. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That the contents of the Briefing Note be noted. 
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21. Extra Care Older Persons Housing Scheme – Vine Court, Bridgtown 
  
 Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 6.1 – 6.4 of the 

Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 Members were pleased to report that they had recently visited the proposed redevelopment of 

the old Lucas site in Bridgtown.  The buildings were only a shell when they had visited but when 
completed it was considered that the complex would provide affordable apartments allowing the 
elderly to live independently with the reassurance of staff being available 24 hours a day.  The 
care service would help residents to stay in their homes for the remainder of their lives rather 
than having to move into residential care.  An invitation had been extended to Members for them 
to visit a show flat on 23 April 2010 
 
There would be 31 one bedroom and 39 two bedroom apartments available for affordable rental 
with 13 being available to part rent/part buy.  There would also be a range of communal facilities 
to make socialising easier and to encourage involvement from the local community. 
 
The Director of Service Improvement reported that the scheme was a result of good partnership 
working focusing on the needs of people.  It was reported that the South Staffs. Housing 
Association and Housing Plus were working together to make a difference and provide a needed 
service to the public. 
 
AGREED: 
 
(A) That the information in respect of the Vine Court Extra Care Scheme be noted. 
 
(B) That the Committee wish to view the ‘show flat’ prior to the opening of the  scheme. 
 
 
 

 The meeting closed at 4.45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 CHAIRMAN 
 


