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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY 25 AUGUST, 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
J.D. Bernard (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Ansell, Mrs. P.A. 
  
  

Dixon, D.I. 
Williams, Mrs. P. 

(An apology for absence was received from Councillor M.P. Freeman). 
  
5. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 30 June, 2009 be approved as a correct record. 
  
6. Second Doors to Council owned Bungalows 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

4.1 – 4.15 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
  
 Mr. I. Tennant, Head of Housing presented the report to Members and stated that 

Members had raised concern about the ‘speed’ at which the second doors would be 
provided through the external envelope programme.  

  
 He advised Members that accelerating the works would require the introduction of a 

separate programme and this had a number of disadvantages in terms of “value for 
money” as outlined in the report. A separate programme would also result in a budget 
shortfall of £132,160 in 2010-11 and 2011-12.  

  
 The Head of Housing stated that Cabinet on 23 July, 2009 had agreed to dispose of the 

Mill Green site and as a result a capital receipt was expected to be generated in 2010-11. 
This could therefore provide the resources to meet the budget shortfall.   

  
 He stated that if Members were minded to recommend a separate programme the contract 

specification and tender documents could be prepared this year in order that there was no 
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delay in implementing any separate programme.  
  
 The Head of Housing also confirmed where a tenant refused the work a second door 

would be provided when the property was re-let funded from the voids maintenance 
budget.   

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That Cabinet be recommended to:- 
  
 (A) Consider the introduction of a separate Second Doors to Bungalows Programme 

 when the agreed 2010-11 HRA Capital Programme is reviewed as part of the 
 budget process 
 
(B) Prepare the tender and contract documentation during the current year in order to 
 avoid any delay in implementing the separate programme. 

  
7. Provision of Adaptations for Disabled Occupants in Council Owned and Privately 

Owned Housing 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 

5.1 – 5.12 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Head of Housing explained that this report would be submitted to Cabinet on 27 

August, 2009 however the comments of the Housing Policy Development Committee were 
sought which would be reported verbally at the meeting of Cabinet. 

  
 He stated that there was increased demand and need for adaptations and it was 

recommended that Council increased the Disabled Facilities Works budget within the HRA 
Capital Programme by £100,000 in 2009-10 to provide additional works to Council 
dwellings as it was estimated that the waiting list would increase by March 2010. 

  
 The Committee were advised that financial assistance had been provided by both South 

Staffordshire Primary Care Trust (PCT) and Staffordshire County Council last year. 
However this was a ‘one off’ contribution and there was no long term agreement for any 
funding for disabled adaptations. It was however noted that the County Council funded 
Occupational Therapists to carry out assessments, and financed directly small aids and 
adaptations.    

  
 He stated that the provision of adaptations enabled people to remain in their own homes 

and consequently reduced the the burden on both Social Care and Health services. 
  
 A Member of the Committee referred to the means tested system and was concerned that 

it could take up to 2 years to be given a decision as to whether or not you were entitled to 
a grant. Mr. S. Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health stated that the means test was 
now the first part of the process that was undertaken when applying for a grant. He then 
referred to Annex 1 of the report, the table of demand for disabled facilities assistance and 
reported that each year an assessment was carried out by the Government in each area. 
The Government then provided 60% funding and the Council would supply 40% level of 
funding to support disabled facilities grants in the private sector. However the Council 
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were struggling to meet the financial commitment.  
  
 A Member was keen to know who would draw the overall plan together with South 

Staffordshire PCT and Staffordshire County Council as concern was expressed that some 
people had been waiting for adaptations for many years and the current situation needed 
to be resolved. The Head of Housing advised that a meeting has been arranged to take 
place with Social Care & Health and South Staffs PCT. Officers and political 
representatives from both the District and County Council will be attending. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Housing Policy Development Committee supports the 

 recommendations being made to Cabinet on 27 August, 2009. 
  
 (B) That the development of a strategy for undertaking and financing disabled 

 adaptations be included within the Healthier Communities, Older People and 
 Housing Priority Delivery Plan.  

  
  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


