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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 28 JULY, 2010 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

AT VINE COURT SHELTERED HOUSING SCHEME, WALKMILL LANE, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors: 
 

  

Williams, B. (Chairman) 
Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 
 Beddows, J. 
 Bernard, J.D. 
 Cartwright, Mrs. S.M. 
  

Freeman, M.P. 
Grice, Mrs. D. 
Molineux, G.N. 

 
1. 
 

Apologies 
 
There were no apologies. 

  
2. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
  

There were no declarations of interests declared. 
  
3. Minutes  
  
 AGREED: 

 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 24 March, 2010 be approved as a correct record. 

  
4. Role and Remit of the Housing Policy Development Committee 
  
 Members of the Committee received the Terms of Reference of the Housing Policy Development 

Committee for information. 
  
 At this point the Chairman agreed to take item 6 on the Agenda. 
  
5. Housing Priority Delivery Plan 2009-10 
  
 Mr. I. Tennant, Head of Housing reported on the progress in respect of the Elizabeth Road re-

development. He advised the Committee that the Amber rating would remain until building works 
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commenced.   
  
 He reported that as a result of public expenditure restrictions, the Homes and Community 

Agency (HCA) could not now provide the £1.4 million which had previously been allocated to 
assist with the cost of site assembly.  However, despite the national kick-start programme being 
reduced by £50 million, the HCA had allocated £2.9 million of social housing grant to help 
finance the construction of Phase I. 

  
 Cabinet had been advised of these matters and had agreed to meet the deficit in site assembly 

funding through the provision of additional capital resources which had been realised from the 
sale of vacant one bedroom bungalows. 

  
 It was noted that the Council had recently had recently been informed that the £2.9 million of 

kick-start monies was conditional on land transfer agreements being completed with the 
Waterloo Housing Association by 13 August, 2010. This deadline was extremely challenging but 
the necessary works was taking place in order that it was met. 

  
 Mrs. J. Baldasera, Service Improvement Manager also gave an overview of the Elizabeth Road 

Re-development scheme for the new Members of the Committee. 
  
 Members noted that the indicator in respect of the time taken to process housing/council tax 

benefits had improved in the second half of the year and the agreed target times had been met 
during the fourth quarter. 

  
6. Extra Care Older Persons Housing Scheme – Vine Court, Bridgtown 
  
 Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Head of Housing (Enclosure 5.1 of the 

Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Chairman introduced Jo Grainger and Angie Mason to Members of the Committee and 

commented that he had recently received a presentation about the scheme and felt that it would 
be beneficial to the Committee to also visit the show flat and receive similar information about 
the scheme. 

  
 Jo Grainger reported that the complex had a range of apartments which were available for rent, 

and shared ownership. She explained that the apartments had a range of features which 
included: 
 

• Waist high plug sockets 

• Secure door entry system 

• Call system 

• Grab rails  
  
 She stated that the bathrooms in the apartments had level access showers and were big enough 

for carers to access. The call system was located in the whole building in case a person had a 
fall and neck pendants could be supplied which could be used as a sensor to detect a fall. She 
advised the Committee that there were a range of different devices that could be accessed.  

  
 She advised that communal facilities and services such as assistance with paying bills, 24 hour 

care, support with making appointments etc were available to all residents and not just those 
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that had care needs. There was a 24 hour staffing structure in place which included a Care and 
Support Manager and other experienced staff who were available between 7.30 a.m. and 10.00 
p.m.  

  
 The facilities for the site which would also be open to the public would include a benefits surgery, 

healthy eating awareness, restaurant, coffee shop, hair and beauty salon and a small shop 
which could be run as an enterprise within the scheme. The scheme was open to single people, 
couples, those that needed care and those that were getting older who needed some help.  

  
 Jo Grainger explained that the shared ownership scheme was made up of a 25, 50 or 70% 

share. She also advised that there would be a service charge payment of around £67 per week 
and the 24 hour staffing would cost around £38 per week. She stated that comparative 
information had been collected from other service providers and this scheme came out as being 
competitive. The scheme was also competitive compared to residential care which could cost 
around £400/500 per week and would not give people the independence and freedom that they 
wanted.  

  
 The scheme was due to open in September 2010 and there were currently 43 applicants. It was 

hoped that people would be moving into the scheme around October time.  
  
 Members were then given the opportunity to ask questions regarding the scheme. 
  
 A Member was keen to know further information in respect of the service to be provided in the 

restaurant. Jo Grainger stated that an agreement would be entered into with Staffordshire 
County Council who would be supplying one meal per day, although a consultation would be 
undertaken with those people that were interested and she also advised that the facility was 
open to the public. 

  
 She advised Members that due to the lack of land around the scheme and the fact that many 

residents would be leaving their garden behind, a sensory garden would be built for all residents 
to use which would also act as a meeting and greeting point. 

  
 A Member asked how many car parking spaces there were on the scheme. Jo Grainger advised 

that due to the lack of land around the scheme there were approximately 40 spaces. 
  
 In response to a question raised by a Member Jo Grainger reported that consideration had not 

really been given to what would happen to apartments that may be purchased in full, although at 
the end of the residents’ life it was considered that the apartment would have to be sold back to 
the scheme at the current market value. 

  
 Jo Grainger then provided details to Members on those people within the organisation who they 

could contact should there be anyone interested in the scheme. 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the information in respect of Vine Court Extra Care Scheme be noted.  
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 CHAIRMAN 
  
 The meeting closed at 5.00 p.m. 
 


